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In	 just	 a	moment	 I	would	 like	 to	 read	 from	 the	 book	 of	 Isaiah,	we’re	 going	 to	 be	
looking	 at	 chapter	 6	 verses	 1-8	 this	morning.	 So	 if	 you	 have	 your	Bibles,	 you	 can	
turn	there	now,	or	if	you’re	using	an	app	on	your	phone,	that’s	great	too.	Get	it	open.		
	
But	 the	 attribute	 of	 God	 that	 we	 come	 to	 this	 morning	 is	The	 Holiness	 of	 God.	
We’re	in	the	midst	of	a	series	we’re	seeking	to	come	to	know	God	to	a	greater	degree	
by	 looking	 at	 different	 attribute	 of	 His.	 And	 developing	 an	 understanding	 of	 the	
holiness	 of	 God	 is	 essential.	 For	 if	 you	 brush	 off	 the	 holiness	 of	 God,	 you	will	 not	
understand	 who	 God	 is,	 you	 will	 not	 understand	 salvation	 and	 your	 need	 for	 a	
Savior,	and	consequently	you	will	be	 lost	 in	your	sins	 for	eternity	 if	you	disregard	
God’s	holiness.	God	is	a	holy	God!	I	do	not	intend	to	be	overdramatic	in	stating	how	
essential	 that	 this	 is	 to	know.	 Indeed	 I	 cannot	 exaggerate	 the	 significance	and	 the	
implications	of	the	holiness	of	God.	
	
It	is	basic	to	our	whole	understanding	of	God	and	of	Christianity.		
	
And	 these	particular	verses	within	 the	book	of	 Isaiah	demonstrate	God’s	holiness.	
Now,	the	book	of	Isaiah	is	towards	the	back	of	the	Old	Testament,	and	within	these	
few	 verses,	 the	 prophet	 Isaiah	 is	 confronted	 with	 the	 holiness	 of	 God	 in	 a	
breathtaking,	and	I’d	dare	say	hair-raising	and	breathtaking	way,	that	brings	Isaiah	
to	 his	 knees	 in	 terror.	 For	 Isaiah	 is	 brought	 into	 the	 very	 presence	 of	 God	 and	 it	
leaves	 him	 trembling,	 for	 Isaiah	 knows	 that	 he	 is	 sinner,	 and	 he	 is	 now	 in	 close	
proximity	with	the	perfect	One,	God	Himself.		
	
Allow	me	to	read	these	verses	aloud.		
	
Read	Isaiah	6:1-8	
	
What	 an	 extraordinary	 moment	 in	 the	 life	 of	 Isaiah!	 Allow	me	 to	 give	 you	 some	
context	of	what	is	happening	at	this	moment	in	Isaiah’s	life.	
	
Context	–	verse	1a	
	
In	 the	beginning	of	 the	chapter,	we	are	 told,	 “	 In	 the	year	 that	King	Uzziah	died…”	
Now,	first	of	all,	who	is	Uzziah?	Now,	obviously	he	was	the	king,	but	he	was	a	king	
with	 a	 fairly	 interesting	 story.	 [You	 can	 read	 about	 it	 all	 in	 2	 Chronicles	 26].	 He	
became	king	at	very	young	age.	At	the	age	of	16	the	people	of	Judah	took	Uzziah	and	
turned	 the	 reigns	 of	 the	 kingdom	 over	 to	 him.	 Which	 is	 remarkable,	 right?!	 I’m	
surprised	every	now	and	then	when	I	see	a	young	16-year	sitting	behind	the	wheel	
of	 the	 car	 driving	 down	 the	 road.	What?	Really?	Already?	 I’m	 sure	 people	 did	 that	
exact	same	thing	when	I	started	driving.	Is	that	young	man	capable	of	handling	that	
responsibility	of	driving	a	car?	
	
But	in	this	scenario	they	weren’t	turning	over	the	keys	of	the	car,	they	were	turning	
over	the	keys	to	the	kingdom.	And	at	first	Uzziah	excelled.	He	sought	to	do	what	
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was	right	in	the	eyes	of	the	Lord.	If	you	make	that	your	ultimate	priority	in	
life	(to	seek	to	do	what	 is	right	 in	the	eyes	of	 the	Lord),	you	are	on	the	right	
track	in	life.		
	
You	 may	 not	 know	 what	 turns	 to	 make	 often	 times	 in	 life.	 *Choosing	 a	 career.	
*Raising	your	kids.	*Making	important	life	decisions.	*Filling	out	your	calendar	from	
day-today…	But	if	you’re	seeking	to	do	what	is	right	in	the	eyes	of	the	Lord	in	all	
that	you	do…	That	is	how	you	filter	your	time,	your	motivations,	your	words,	your	
activities…	you	have	the	right	mindset.		
	
That	was	Uzziah	as	he	first	began	to	reign	as	King.		
	
Uzziah,	as	a	young	man,	as	a	young	king,	he	sought	after	God	with	his	whole	heart,	
and	 God	 in	 turn	 blessed	 him.	 Through	 the	 blessings	 of	 God,	 Uzziah	 was	 able	 to	
accomplish	 so	much!	 He	was	 able	 1defeat	 other	 nations	 in	 battle,	 He	was	 able	 to	
2build	towers	in	Jerusalem	and	strengthen	the	city	walls,	he	was	able	to	3dig	cisterns	
in	the	desert,	he	was	able	to	4ensure	that	the	people	had	plenty	to	eat,	and	he	was	
able	to	5restore	the	military	power	of	 Judah	to	a	standard	almost	as	high	as	 it	had	
been	under	King	David.		
	
The	Lord	blessed	him	in	incredible	ways.	
	
And	for	so	long	of	Uzziah’s	reign,	he	was	a	model	king.	He	was	what	you	would	want	
for	a	king.	He	was	loyal	to	the	Lord.	He	was	good	to	the	Lord’s	people.	Uzziah	led	as	
he	ought	to.	But…	the	story	of	his	life	turned,	as	he	grew	more	powerful.	He	looked	
at	his	power,	his	wealth,	his	fame,	and	came	to	the	conclusion	that	he	was	something	
else.	 He	 drifted	 into	 believing	 that	 all	 that	 had	 been	 accomplished	 within	 the	
kingdom	was	due	 to	his	own	great	 leadership	and	might	–	Uzziah	didn’t	 attribute	
the	success	to	the	Lord,	but	arrogantly	took	the	credit	for	himself.			
	
And	eventually	tried	to	play	God.	One	day	he	boldly	walks	into	the	temple,	filled	with	
pride,	 and	 attempts	 to	 burn	 incense	 on	 the	 alter.	And	 that’s	 a	 big	 no,	 no.	 That’s	 a	
responsibility	that	is	reserved	exclusively	for	the	priest.	And	the	priests	were	in	the	
temple,	and	they	observed	what	Uzziah	was	doing,	and	they	did	not	sit	there	idly	by.	
They	 jumped	 into	 action	 and	 attempted	 to	 stop	 their	 King	 from	 committing	 this	
violation	of	the	Law	of	God.		
	
But	Uzziah	responded	like	a	spoiled	brat	and	became	outraged.	We	don’t	know	all	
that	he	said,	but	I	could	imagine	him	saying,	“Don’t	you	know	who	I	am?	I’m	the	King!	
I’m	in	charge!	Don’t	tell	me	what	to	do!”	He	goes	on	this	rampage	of	screaming	and	
yelling	 at	 the	 priests,	 seeking	 to	 put	 them	 in	 their	 place,	 and	 all	 of	 the	 sudden,	
leprosy	broke	out	on	his	forehead.		
	
Leprosy	is	nasty!	It’s	a	bacterial	disease,	which	causes	severe,	disfiguring	skin	sores	
and	 nerve	 damage	 in	 the	 arms,	 legs,	 and	 skin	 areas	 around	 the	 body.	 	 It’s	 not	
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pleasant	by	any	stretch	of	the	imagination.	But	Uzziah	receives	this	disease	from	the	
Lord	 and	 is	 immediately	 ushered	 out	 of	 the	 temple	 to	 live	 the	 rest	 of	 his	 life	
segregated	from	the	people	suffering	with	this	disease.		
	
Eventually	Uzziah	dies	a	 leper.	And	 in	spite	of	 the	shame	 that	Uzziah	had	brought	
upon	himself	by	leading	poorly	in	the	later	years	of	his	life,	the	people	mourned	for	
him	upon	his	death.	And	that	is	when	Isaiah	enters	the	temple.	More	than	likely	he’s	
looking	for	encouragement	and	seeking	to	show	honor	to	the	Lord’s	anointed	King.	
	
But	 little	 did	 he	 know	what	 the	 next	 few	moments	would	 hold.	 He’s	 about	 to	 be	
called	into	service	for	the	Lord	as	a	prophet.		
	
Now,	I’m	not	sure	what	comes	to	your	mind	when	you	think	of	a	prophet,	but	often	
times	a	prophet	in	the	Old	Testament	was	not	a	glamorous	position.	They	didn’t	sit	
in	ivory	towers	of	comfort	and	ease	contemplating	the	finer	points	in	life.	A	prophet	
typically	was	isolated	from	everyone	else	and	made	appearances	from	time-to-time	
to	deliver	a	message	from	God.		
	
As	a	basic	job	description	of	a	prophet	is	that	they	are	simply	to	relay	a	message	
from	 God.	 They	 show	 up	 when	 and	 where	 God	 desires	 them	 to	 and	 they	 make	
announcement	prefaced	by	the	words	“Thus	says	the	Lord.”			
	
I	know	many	people	automatically	associate	prophets	with	the	foretelling	of	future	
events.	And	they	did	do	that.	God	did	relay	through	the	prophets	many	things	that	
would	take	place	in	the	future.	But	in	reality,	that’s	only	a	small	portion	of	what	they	
did.	Primarily	they	served	as	a	representative	of	God	to	the	people.	God	would	give	
his	message	to	an	 individual,	and	that	 individual	would	relay	 it	 to	 the	people.	And	
this	wasn’t	a	job	that	you	signed	up	for	–you	are	chosen	directly	and	immediately	by	
God.		
	
And	this	is	what	Isaiah	is	unknowingly	walking	into.	God	is	going	to	appoint	him	
as	a	prophet.	Isaiah	is	walking	into	the	temple	after	the	death	of	the	king.	But	when	
Isaiah	entered	the	temple,	he	saw	another	king,	the	Ultimate	King,	the	One	who	sat	
forever	on	the	throne	of	Judah.	He	saw	the	Lord.		
	
Allow	me	to	read	verse	1	and	2	again.	
	
An	Encounter	with	the	Lord	–	verses	1b-2	
	
Read	Isaiah	6:1-2	
	
Isaiah	sees	the	Lord.	Isaiah	walks	into	the	temple	when	there’s	a	crisis	in	the	land	in	
which	he	 is	 living.	Uzziah	had	died.	But	 the	eyes	of	 Isaiah	were	opened	 to	see	 the	
real	of	King	of	the	nation.	He	saw	God	seated	on	the	throne,	the	sovereign	One	high	
and	lifted	up.	He	saw	the	One	who	is	ALWAYS	in	control.	
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Typically,	humans	are	not	allowed	to	see	the	face	of	God.	The	Scriptures	even	warn	
that	 no	 person	 can	 see	 the	 face	 of	 God	 and	 live.	 Even	Moses,	who	 had	 numerous	
encounters	with	God,	only	was	permitted	to	see	a	portion	of	God.	And	upon	seeing	a	
portion	of	God,	Moses	returned	to	the	people	of	Israel	with	his	own	face	shining	like	
the	sun	and	it	terrified	the	people.		
	
Upon	 seeing	 the	 glory	 of	 God,	 Moses	 face	 reflected	 that	 glory,	 and	 the	 people	 of	
Israel	didn’t	know	how	to	respond.	Coming	into	close	proximity	with	the	living	God	
in	eternity	is	not	a	casual	encounter.	**That’s	why	I	have	such	a	huge	disagreement	
and	disbelief	with	all	these	modern-day	books,	where	an	author	attempts	to	declare	
that	they’ve	gone	to	heaven,	have	come	back,	and	now	have	a	story	to	tell.	For	they	
all	 portray	a	 casual	 encounter	with	God,	which	defies	 every	biblical	 account	of	 an	
individual	being	in	the	presence	of	our	Eternal	God.”		
	
For	even	the	angelic	realm,	these	creatures	that	have	a	lofty	status	within	the	throne	
room	 of	 heaven,	 conduct	 themselves	 with	 the	 upmost	 seriousness	 while	 in	 the	
presence	of	 the	holy.	We	 see	 there	within	our	 text	 that	 they	deem	 it	necessary	 to	
cover	 their	 eyes	 from	 a	 direct	 gaze	 on	 the	 face	 of	 God.	 They	 are	 fearfully	 and	
wonderfully	made,	equipped	by	their	Creator	with	a	special	pair	of	wings	to	cover	
their	faces	in	His	majestic	presence.		
	
These	angels,	these	seraphim,	also	have	a	second	pair	of	wings.	And	with	this	second	
pair	of	wings	they	cover	their	feet.	And	the	reason	for	that	is	reminiscent	of	Moses’	
experience	with	the	burning	bush.	We	see	written	in	Exodus	3,		
	

2	And	the	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	him	in	a	flame	of	fire	out	of	the	midst	
of	 a	 bush.	 He	 looked,	 and	 behold,	 the	 bush	 was	 burning,	 yet	 it	 was	 not	
consumed.	3	And	Moses	said,	“I	will	turn	aside	to	see	this	great	sight,	why	the	
bush	 is	 not	 burned.”	4	When	 the	Lord	saw	 that	 he	 turned	 aside	 to	 see,	God	
called	 to	 him	out	 of	 the	 bush,	 “Moses,	 Moses!”	 And	 he	 said,	 “Here	 I	
am.”	5	Then	he	 said,	 “Do	not	 come	near;	take	 your	 sandals	 off	 your	 feet,	 for	
the	place	on	which	you	are	standing	is	holy	ground.”	~	Exodus	3	

	
God	had	commanded	Moses	 to	 take	off	his	 shoes,	 for	Moses	was	 standing	on	holy	
God.	What	made	it	holy?	The	presence	of	God.	The	act	of	removing	the	shoes	was	a	
symbol	of	Moses’	recognition	that	He	was	of	the	earth.	That	he	was	a	creature	linked	
to	this	earth.	Now,	the	seraphim	are	not	from	earth,	but	they’re	still	creatures.	And	
the	covering	of	their	feet	acknowledges	their	creatureliness	in	the	exalted	presence	
of	God.		
	
They	covered	their	face.	They	covered	their	feet.	And	they	flew	as	they	cried	out	to	
one	 another.	 Look	 verse	 3.	 This	 is	 the	 pinnacle	 of	 Isaiah’s	 vision	 where	 these	
creatures	cry	out	to	one	another.		
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The	Proclamation	of	God’s	Holiness	–	verse	3	
Read	Isaiah	6:3	
	
Now,	holy	is	word	that	is	seen	throughout	Scripture.	But	what	does	it	mean?	I	don’t	
want	 to	 ever	 assume	 that	 we’re	 all	 on	 the	 same	 page	 when	 we’re	 talking	 about	
significant	words.	Well,	 oftentimes	holiness	 does	 refer	 to	 purity	 and	 separateness	
from	 sin.	 But	 the	 seraphim	 as	 they	 cry	 out	 to	 one	 another,	 they	 are	 saying	more	
than,	“purity,	purity,	purity.”	
		
Primarily,	at	 it’s	 root	holy	means	 “to	 cut,”	 or	 “to	 separate.”	To	explain	 that	 in	a	
contemporary	way	it	would	be	to	say	that	someone	or	something	is	“a	cut	apart”	or	
better	yet,	“a	cut	above”	everything	else.		
	
And	that	is	why	you	will	see	the	term	holy	used	throughout	scripture	and	is	applied	
to	many	earthly	things.	Look	at	this	list	of	things	the	Bible	speaks	of	as	holy:	
	
holy	ground	 holy	nation	
holy	Sabbath	 holy	anointing	oil	
Holy	Place	 holy	jubilee	
holy	linen	coat	 holy	field	
holy	house		 holy	water	
holy	tithe	 holy	ark	
holy	censers	 Holy	City	
holy	bread	 holy	word	
holy	seed	 holy	ones	
holy	covenant	 Holy	of	Holies	
holy	convocation	 	
	
This	list	is	by	no	means	exhaustive.	I	simply	wanted	to	show	you	that	the	word	holy	
is	applied	to	all	sorts	of	things	besides	God.	The	things	that	are	holy	are	things	that	
are	set	apart,	separated	from	the	rest.	They	have	been	separated	from	the	normal,	
mundane	things,	and	have	been	consecrated	to	the	Lord	for	His	service.		
	
However,	when	the	Bible	calls	God	holy,	it	is	expressing	that	He	is	transcendentally	
separate;	infinitely	a	cut	above	everything	else!	You	can	even	go	so	far	as	to	say	that	
when	 the	Bible	declares	 that	God	 is	holy,	 it	 is	declaring	 that	God	 is	God.	For	 from	
what	can	you	separate	God	 to	make	Him	holy?	Nothing.	The	very	god-ness	of	God	
means	 that	He	 is	 separate	 from	all	 that	 is	not	God.	There	 is	 an	 infinite	qualitative	
difference	between	the	Creator	and	the	creature.		
	
God	is	one	of	a	kind,	in	a	class	all	by	Himself.	And	in	that	sense,	he	is	absolutely	holy.	
	
That	 is	 the	 cry	 that	 comes	 from	 the	 seraphim,	 these	 angelic	 beings.	 Their	 cry	
revolves	around	that	one	word	–holy.	Three	times	this	word	is	declared	 in	unison.	
“Holy,	holy,	holy	is	the	Lord	of	host!”		
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No	other	attribute	of	God	within	Scripture	is	elevated	to	this	degree.	The	Bible	never	
says	that	God	is	love,	love,	love;	or	that	God	is	mercy,	mercy,	mercy;	or	that	God	is	
justice,	 justice,	 justice…	the	Bible	never	puts	any	other	attributes	as	focal	points	in	
the	same	way	that	it	does	God’s	holiness.		
	
Only	 one	 characteristic	 of	 God	 is	 mentioned	 three	 times	 in	 succession	 as	 to	
punctuate	 the	 significance.	 The	 holiness	 of	 God	 is	 repeated	 these	 three	 times	 to	
make	 sure	we	don’t	miss	 the	point	 of	 how	 important	 this	 attribute	of	God	 is.	 The	
Bible	says	that	God	is	holy,	holy,	holy.	Not	that	He	is	merely	holy,	even	holy,	holy.	But	
that	he	is	“holy,	holy,	holy”…	and	the	whole	earth	is	full	of	His	glory!”	
	
And	with	Isaiah	being	the	presence	of	the	holy,	it	terrifies	him.	Let’s	look	at	Isaiah’s	
response	in	verse	4	&	5.		
	
Isaiah’s	Response	to	Being	in	the	Presence	of	the	Holy	God	–verses	4-5	
	
Read	Isaiah	6:4-5	
	
Picture	this	setting	 in	your	mind.	 Isaiah	has	seen	the	King,	 the	Lord	of	host.	These	
angels,	 these	 seraphim	 are	 flying	 about	 the	 room	 and	 they’re	 proclaiming	 the	
holiness	of	God.	And	the	foundations	of	the	building	are	shaking	as	smoke	fills	the	
room.		
	
It’s	 not	 a	 gentle	 and	 quite	 setting	 in	 the	 slightest.	 Now,	 this	 is	 not	 the	 greatest	
comparison,	 but	 I	 remember	 several	 years	 ago	 being	 in	 downtown	 Cleveland	 to	
watch	 a	 baseball	 game.	 It	 was	 one	 of	 the	most	 amazing	 games	 I’ve	 ever	 been	 to	
because	while	the	Indians	and	the	Tigers	were	playing,	the	Cleveland	airshow	was	
taking	place	within	the	city,	and	the	Blue	Angels	were	flying	overhead.		
	
I	can	still	picture	in	my	mind	a	batter	for	the	Detroit	Tigers	stepping	to	the	plate	and	
waiting	for	the	next	pitch,	when	out	of	nowhere	this	F/A	18	Hornet	comes	roaring	
over	 the	 top	 of	 the	 stadium,	 shaking	 everything	 underneath	 of	 it.	 There	 was	 no	
ignoring	this	jet.	And	for	a	moment	the	batter	for	Detroit	steps	out	of	the	batters	box	
and	cowers	in	shock.		
	
Well,	 Isaiah,	 in	the	midst	of	this	terrifying	scene,	he	is	not	cowering	for	a	moment,	
but	is	absolutely	undone	and	distraught.	It’s	not	a	jet	that’s	flying	over	shaking	the	
foundations,	 he	 is	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 God	 Himself.	 Isaiah	 saw	 the	 living	 God,	 the	
everlasting	King	who	has	and	is	reigning	for	eternity	displayed	before	his	eyes	in	all	
of	His	holiness.	Isaiah	doesn’t	know	what	else	to	but	cry	out,	“Woe	is	me!”	
	
Now,	that	may	sound	strange	to	you	because	we	don’t	say	woe	all	that	often.	But	on	
the	lips	of	the	prophet	the	word	woe	is	announcement	of	doom	and	judgment.	And	
he’s	 making	 this	 pronouncement	 of	 judgment	 upon	 himself.	 It’s	 one	 thing	 for	 a	
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prophet	to	curse	another	person	in	the	name	of	God;	it	was	quite	another	thing	for	a	
prophet	to	put	that	curse	upon	himself.		
You	 see,	 Isaiah	 to	 a	 degree	 knows	 his	 own	 life.	 He	 knows	 that	 he	 is	 a	 sinner.	 He	
knows	that	he	is	NOT	comparable	in	the	tiniest	of	degrees	to	the	absolute	holy	God,	
the	One	that	is	transcendently,	infinitely	above	all	others.	So	Isaiah	cries	out,	“Woe	
is	me!	For	I	am	lost…”	
		
I	prefer	an	older	translation	that	reads,	“For	I	am	undone.”	“Woe	 is	me!	 for	 I	 am	
undone”	(KJV).	To	be	undone	is	to	come	apart	at	the	seams,	to	be	unraveled.	What’s	
happening	within	 Isaiah	 is	 that	 he	 falling	 apart.	 He’s	 in	 such	 anguish	 and	 turmoil	
because	he	knows	he’s	not	good	enough	in	the	presence	of	God.		
	
Let	me	just	pause	here	for	a	moment	and	ask	you	a	question:	Do	you	think	you’re	
good	 enough	 to	 enter	 into	 presence	 of	 God?	 It’s	 a	 question	 that	 begs	 to	 be	
answered!	 You	will	 stand	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 God	 one	 day.	 So	 “do	you	think	you’re	
good	enough	to	enter	into	presence	of	God?”	
	
A	 while	 ago	 I	 watched	 a	 teaching	 series	 with	 a	 gentleman	 by	 the	 name	 of	 Ray	
Comfort	 and	 throughout	 this	 series	 he	 approached	 people	 on	 the	 streets	 asking	
them	 the	 question:	 Do	 you	 think	 you’re	 a	 good	 person?	 And	 the	 vast	majority	 of	
people	would	say,	Yeah	or	Pretty	much,	sure.	And	they	would	compare	themselves	to	
others	 evaluating	 their	 goodness	 based	 upon	 their	 own	 level	 of	 morality,	 and	
concluding	they	were	good	because	their	evaluation	of	themselves	determined	that	
they	were	superior	to	the	worst	of	the	worst	offenders	on	the	planet.		
	
I’m	good	because	I	behave	better	than	them;	that	was	the	typical	response.		
	
But	how	do	you	think	Isaiah	would	respond	to	these	questions	of	goodness?	Isaiah	
was	 a	 man	 of	 integrity.	 He	 had	 his	 life	 put	 together	 in	 respectful	 way.	 He	 was	
considered	by	his	peers	and	those	of	his	generation,	as	a	righteous	man.	Isaiah	was	
respected	an	example	of	virtue…	but	then	he	caught	one	sudden	glimpse	of	a	holy	
God.	In	that	single	moment,	he	fell	apart.	In	a	brief	second	he	was	exposed.		
	
As	we	see	in	Hebrews	4,		
	

“No	creature	 is	hidden	 from	His	sight,	but	all	are	naked	and	exposed	 to	 the	
eyes	of	him	to	whom	we	must	give	account.”	Hebrews	4:13	
	

Isaiah	was	 feeling	 the	weight	of	 that	gaze	of	God	upon	his	 sinful	 condition	 in	 that	
moment.	Ask	Isaiah	if	he	believed	himself	to	be	a	good	person,	he	would	wail	at	the	
thought	of	being	good.	There	 is	no	one	who	 is	 righteous,	not	 even	one	 (Rm.	3:10.	
Isaiah	knew	with	absolute	clarity	that	he	did	not	measure	up	to	the	holiness	of	God.		
	
As	long	as	Isaiah,	or	ourselves,	can	compare	our	goodness	to	other	people,	sure	we	
can	maintain	the	illusion	that	we’re	good.	But	look	at	Isaiah,	the	instant	that	Isaiah	
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measured	 himself	 by	 the	 ultimate	 standard,	 he	 was	 destroyed	 –	 morally	 and	
spiritually	 crushed.	God	 showed	 Isaiah	his	 corruption	all	 at	once	and	 it	unraveled	
him.	Isaiah	knew	that	he	was	not	qualified	to	be	in	the	presence	of	the	holy	One	due	
to	his	own	sinfulness.		
	
Upon	 reflection	 of	 this	 passage,	 I	 think	 it’s	 important	 to	 ask	 some	 questions	 in	
regards	to	what	we	see	happening	here.	For	if	we	see	Isaiah	trembling	before	God,	
what	 hope	 do	 we	 have	 before	 God	 almighty,	 the	 holy	 One,	 the	 Lord	 of	 hosts?	
Because	 isn’t	 it	our	desire	to	be	 in	the	presence	of	God	one	day?	Doesn’t	 the	Bible	
proclaim	that	Christians	will	 spend	eternity	 in	heaven?	 	How	is	 that	even	going	 to	
take	place	considering	that	we	are	not	holy,	we	are	not	good?		
	
Well,	let	me	address	that	by	asking	and	answering	another	set	of	questions.		
	

1. What	 is	 the	 requirement	 for	 entering	 into	 heaven?	 (Which	 is	 all	 about	
being	in	the	presence	of	God)	Holiness	–	being	set	apart	for	God	and	doing	it	
perfectly.	 Being	 absolutely	 righteous	 in	 all	 your	 ways.	 Righteous	 in	 your	
thoughts,	 actions,	 your	 words…	 For	 without	 holiness,	 no	 one	 will	 see	 the	
Lord.	(Hebrews	12:14)	

2. Is	anyone	holy?	No	–	“For	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God.”	
(Romans	3:23)	“There	is	none	that	is	righteous,	no,	not	one.”	(Romans	3:10).	

3. Are	there	people	in	heaven?	Yes	
4. How	is	that	possible?	Grace	

	
This	 is	 what	 separates	 Christianity	 from	 all	 other	 religions.	 Every	 other	 religion	
offers	a	way	to	earn	approval	from	God,	but	within	Christianity,	God	Himself	does	all	
the	 heavy	 lifting.	 Isaiah	 in	 that	 moment	 was	 dead	 in	 his	 trespasses	 against	 the	
righteous	 and	 holy	 God	 and	 he	 needed	 to	 be	 cleansed	 from	 his	 sin.	 Isaiah	 was	
groveling	on	the	floor.	Every	nerve	fiber	in	his	body	was	trembling.	He	was	probably	
looking	for	a	place	to	hide,	praying	that	somehow	the	earth	would	cover	him	or	the	
roof	of	the	temple	would	fall	upon	him	–	but	there	was	nowhere	to	hide.		
	
He	was	in	anguish,	the	kinds	that	rips	out	the	heart	of	man	and	tears	him	to	pieces.	
Relentless	guilt	screamed	from	his	every	pore.		
	
But	this	holy	God	is	also	a	God	of	grace.	He	refused	to	allow	His	servant	to	continue	
to	grovel	on	his	belly	without	comfort.	So	God	took	immediate	steps	to	cleanse	the	
man	and	restore	his	soul.	He	commanded	one	of	the	seraphim	to	move	into	action.		
	
Let’s	read	verse	6-8	and	observe	the	Grace	of	God.		
	
But	by	the	Grace	of	God	–verses	6-8		
	
Read	Isaiah	6:6-8	
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What	 is	 happening	 here	 (and	 this	 is	 a	 very	 brief	 and	 broad	 description)	 is	 an	
incredible	act	of	God’s	mercy;	it’s	a	painful	act	of	cleansing	Isaiah	from	his	sin.	Sin	
severely	stains	the	life	of	all	humanity	–Isaiah	was	keenly	aware	of	that	in	the	
presence	 of	 a	 holy	 God.	 God	 Himself	 was/is	 obviously	 aware	 of	 the	 sinfulness	 of	
man.	And	God,	He	is	the	only	that	can	do	something	about	the	devastation	of	sin.		
	
God	could	have	banned	us/Isaiah	from	His	presence.	Apart	from	God	we	are	dead	in	
our	sins.	Apart	from	God,	we	follow	the	ways	of	the	world	around	us.	We	serve	the	
one	who	rules	over	the	spiritual	forces,	the	prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	devil	
himself.	 Apart	 from	 God,	 our	 desires	 are	 controlled	 by	 sin	 and	we	 attempt	 to	 be	
satisfied	by	following	our	own	desires	and	thoughts.	And	God	has	every	right	to	be	
angry	with	us,	to	pour	out	His	wrath	upon	sinful	humanity.		
	
We,	just	like	Isaiah,	are	sinful.	Each	one	of	us,	quite	honestly,	is	wretched.	We	do	not	
deserve	to	stand	in	the	presence	of	a	holy	God.	But	the	question	then	becomes,	do	
you	 recognize	 that?	 Do	 you	 have	 the	 humility	 that	 acknowledges	 your	 detestable	
condition	before	God?	Would	you	be	able	to	identify	with	the	Apostle	Paul	when	he	
said,		
	

Wretched	man	that	I	am!	Who	will	deliver	me	from	this	body	of	death?			
~Romans	7:24	
	

We	are	need	of	a	Rescuer.	One	who	would	step	in	and	cleanse	us	from	sin;	for	we	are	
not	holy.	But	do	you	know	what	the	next	sentence	that	follows	Romans	7:24	says?	
Paul	goes	on	to	say…	
	

Thanks	be	to	God	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord!	~	Romans	7:25	
	

Friend,	we	have	nothing	 to	 boast	 about	 in	 and	of	 ourselves.	 If	 it	were	not	 for	 the	
grace	of	God	we	would	all	be	in	a	hopeless	position	of	seeking	to	obtain	holiness	for	
ourselves.	 But	 thanks	 be	 to	 God	 through	 Jesus	 Christ	 our	 Lord	 that	 we	 do	 have	
something	to	boast	in.	We	boast	in	the	cross	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	by	which	the	
world	has	been	crucified	to	us,	and	us	to	the	world	(Galatians	6:14).	
	
That	is	our	only	hope.		
	
Isaiah	 was	 cleansed	 by	 God	 Almighty	 and	 you	 can	 be	 too.	 How	 do	 you	 go	 about	
doing	 that?	 Repentance.	 Recognizing,	 as	 Isaiah	 did,	 your	 you’re	 sinfulness	 before	
God	 Himself,	 and	 pleading	 for	 His	 grace	 and	 mercy	 to	 be	 poured	 out	 upon	 you	
through	the	work	of	His	Son	Jesus	Christ,	who	took	the	penalty	of	sin	upon	Himself	
so	that	you	can	be	forgiven	of	your	sin.		
	
If	 you	 are	 willing	 to	 repent…	 you	 will	 find	 a	 God	 who	 is	 Holy,	 but	 is	 also	
willing/ready/able	to	adopt	you	in	as	a	son	or	daughter	into	the	family	of	God.		


