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For	the	past	month	and	a	half,	as	we’ve	gathered	here	on	Sunday	mornings,	we	have	
been	 focusing	 in	 on	different	 attributes	 of	 God.	Now,	why	have	we	 set	 off	 on	 this	
study?	 It’s	because	we	want	 to	know	God.	Not	 from	a	distance,	but	we	 long	to	
know	Him	up	close	and	personal.	We	want	to	discover	how	He	has	revealed	Himself	
within	His	Word.	And	we	want	to	stand	in	awe	of	the	One	that	we	have	been	created	
by	 and	 created	 for.	 The	 attribute	 that	we	 come	 to	 today	 is	The	 Immutability	 of	
God.		
	
But,	unless	you’re	reading	theological	textbooks,	or	you’re	studying	Latin,	you	may	
have	 never	 heard	 of	 the	word	 immutable.	 And	 that’s	 OK,	 for	we	 can	 add	 another	
word	to	your	vocabulary	today.	Because	more	than	likely	it’s	not	a	word	that	comes	
up	 often	 in	 our	 households,	 or	 in	 conversations	 with	 our	 friends,	 but	 it	 is	 a	
characteristic	of	God	that’s	worth	coming	to	an	understanding	of.		
	
Immutability	 simply	means	at	 its	 root,	“not	 changeable.”	God	 is	consistently	 the	
same	 in	 His	 eternal	 being	 and	 never	 changes.	 Now,	 there	 is	 rarely	 anything	 that	
consistently	 stays	 the	 same	 from	 moment	 to	 moment.	 Indeed,	 Benjamin	 Franklin	
could	 only	 think	 of	 two	 things	 that	 are	 certain	 (and	 constant)	 in	 life.	 Do	 you	 know	
what	 he	 said	 are	 the	 only	 things	 that	 certain?	 Right,	 death	 and	 taxes.	 Nearly	
everything	else	changes.		
	
Even	you	are	changing	in	this	moment.		
	
Those	of	you	who	are	younger	may	be	growing	just	a	little	bit	taller.	For	all	of	us,	my	
prayer	is	that	we	would	be	changing/increasing	in	our	understanding	of	God	and	
our	affection	for	God	in	our	time	here	together	today.	And	at	the	very	least	we	are	
all	 leaving	here	today	just	slightly	older.	Deny	it	all	you	want;	dye	your	hair,	 inject	
your	skin	with	some	magical	potion…	there’s	no	denying	that	you	are	consistently	
changing.		
	
However,	as	I	have	said	throughout	this	series,	God	is	far	different	than	you	and	me.	
God	 is	 immutable;	He	 is	 consistently	 the	 same.	He	 never	 changes.	 I	would	 like	 to	
draw	 that	 out	 today	 in	 a	 couple	 of	 different	ways.	 First,	we’re	 going	 to	 dive	 into,	
probably,	 one	 of	 the	 cleanest	 sections	 of	 your	 Bible.	 We’re	 going	 to	 head	 to	 the	
Minor	Prophets	and	look	at	a	book	that	doesn’t	get	a	whole	lot	of	traffic.	We’re	going	
to	open	our	Bibles	to	the	book	of	Malachi	(you	can	turn	there	now).	It’s	the	very	last	
book	in	the	Old	Testament.		
	
What	I	want	to	do	is	give	you	a	summary	of	this	little	book	and	show	you	through	
the	lives	of	the	Israelites	why	 the	immutability	of	God	is	an	anchor	for	our	hope	in	
the	midst	 of	 an	 ever-changing	world.	 That	 God	 is	 immutable,	 unchanging,	 is	 such	
good	news!	 In	 fact	as	 I	was	 reading	on	 this	particular	attribute	several	weeks	ago	
and	 I	 came	 across	 an	 author	 describing	 this	 attribute	 as	 a	 silk	 string	 that	 runs	
through	pearls	of	all	the	other	attributes.		
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What	was	meant	 by	 that	 is	 that	 the	 immutability	 of	 God	 impacts	 all	 of	 His	 other	
attributes.	God’s	mercy	 is	 an	unchanging	mercy.	God’s	 love	 is	 an	unchanging	 love.	
God’s	justice	is	an	unchanging	justice.	And	so	on…		
	
Stephen	Charnock	agrees	by	saying,		
	

“Immutability	 is	 a	 glory	 belonging	 to	 all	 the	 attributes	 of	 God…	 the	 center	
wherein	they	all	unite.”			

	
That	God	is	immutable	is	such	good	news.		
	
Let’s	 look	further	at	 this	by	getting	 into	the	book	of	Malachi.	Have	you	found	your	
way	there	yet?	Allow	me	to	begin	reading	in	Malachi	1:1.		
	

1	The	oracle	of	the	word	of	the	LORD	to	Israel	by	Malachi.	
2	“I	 have	 loved	 you,”	 says	 the	LORD.	But	 you	 say,	 “How	 have	 you	 loved	
us?”	 “Is	not	Esau	Jacob's	brother?”	declares	 the	LORD.	 “Yet	I	have	 loved	
Jacob	3	but	Esau	I	have	hated.		

Let	me	stop	there	and	give	you	a	little	bit	of	background	as	to	what	is	happening	as	
the	prophet	Malachi	 is	addressing	 the	people	of	 Israel.	At	 this	point	 in	history	 the	
Israelites	 are	 doing	 the	 Israelite	 thing;	 they’re	 behaving	 badly.	 They	 had	 turned	
away	 from	 the	 true	 worship	 of	 the	 Lord,	 and	 have	 brought	 judgment	 upon	
themselves	and	are	now	in	need	of	salvation.		
	
At	the	time	that	this	book	was	written,	it	has	been	well	over	a	thousand	years	since	
their	 father	 Abraham	 had	 walked	 the	 earth.	 The	 Israelites	 had	 the	 advantage	 of	
perspective.	They	had	the	weight	of	history	on	their	side;	they	could	see	with	eyes	
wide	open	the	incredible	benefits	of	faithfulness	to	the	Lord,	but	also	the	alarming	
punishments	 associated	 with	 judgment.	 They	 knew	 their	 history	 and	 had	 the	
stories	of	their	ancestors	being	kicked	out	of	their	homes,	uprooted	from	their	land,	
and	exiled	to	Babylon.		
	
But	 even	 then,	 with	 all	 that	 perspective,	 the	 book	 of	 Malachi	 teaches	 us	 that	 the	
Israelites	still	strayed	from	the	Lord’s	path.		
	
And	 you’ve	 heard	 the	 saying	 before	 that,	 “those	 who	 do	 not	 learn	 history	 are	
doomed	to	repeat	 it.”	Well,	history	may	not	necessarily	be	repeated	exactly	 in	this	
case,	but	the	Israelites	did	not	learn	from	their	past	and	they	had	strayed	from	the	
absolute	 devotion	 of	 the	 Lord.	 At	 the	 time	 of	 this	writing	 the	 Israelites	 had	 been	
back	in	their	own	land	for	more	than	a	hundred	years	and	they	were	looking	for	the	
blessings	of	God.	
	
They	 thought	 that	 they	 were	 going	 to	 return	 Jerusalem,	 the	 city	 and	 the	 temple	
would	be	 reconstructed,	 all	 of	 the	promises	of	 the	prophets	would	 come	 true,	 the	
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Messiah	would	come,	and	He	would	set	up	God’s	kingdom	over	a	unified	Israel	and	
the	nations,	and	there	would	be	peace	and	justice	for	all.		
	
But	that’s	not	what	happened.		
	
Though	the	temple	had	been	rebuilt,	the	sincerity	and	faithfulness	of	those	Israelites	
who	 first	 returned	 to	 Jerusalem	after	 the	exile	 eventually	 gave	way	 to	 a	profound	
apathy	 for	 the	 things	 of	 God.	 Rather	 than	 considering	 the	 mercies	 of	 God,	 and	
submitting	 themselves	 to	God	Almighty,	 they	 did	whatever	 they	wanted.	 And	 this	
led	 to	some	pretty	wicked/evil	actions.	There	was	unrestrained	corruption	among	
the	 priesthood,	 and	 an	 absolute	 spiritual	 laziness	 among	 the	 people.	Where	 they	
didn’t	set	themselves	apart	for	God,	but	conformed	to	the	world	around	them.		
	
They	needed	God’s	intervention	as	much	as	ever,	so	this	book,	as	a	final	statement	of	
judgment	in	the	Old	Testament,	anticipates	God’s	saving	work	through	the	Messiah,	
Jesus	Christ.	
	
But	 Malachi	 came	 along	 at	 a	 time	 when	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 were	 struggling	 to	
believe	that	God	even	loved	them	(Malachi	1:2).	Bad	things	are	happening	to	me!	Do	
you	even	care	about	us	anymore?	I	thought	we	were	the	people	of	God!	The	people	
focused	 on	 their	 poverty,	 their	 pain	 and	 their	 stressful	 circumstances	 and	 they	
refused	to	account	for	their	own	sinful	deeds.	So	God,	what	He	does	throughout	this	
book	 is	 point	 the	 finger	 back	 at	 the	 Israelites,	 and	 through	Malachi,	 God	 tells	 the	
people	where	they	had	fallen	short	of	their	covenant	with	Him.		
	
Allow	me	 to	give	you	some	examples.	 Jump	down	 to	Malachi	1:6.	This	 is	 the	Lord	
speaking.	He	tells	the	Israelites,		
	

6	“A	son	honors	his	father,	and	a	servant	his	master.	If	then	I	am	a	father,	
where	 is	 my	 honor?	 And	 if	 I	 am	a	 master,	 where	 is	 my	 fear?	 says	
the	LORD	of	hosts	 to	you,	O	priests,	who	despise	my	name.	But	you	say,	
‘How	have	we	despised	your	name?’	7	By	offering	polluted	food	upon	my	
altar.		

	
The	Lord	begins	by	comparing	Himself	 to	a	 father.	And	God	 is	a	Father.	God	 is	 the	
Father	 of	 his	 divine	 and	 eternal	 Son.	 God	 is	 the	 Father	 of	 spirits,	 angels,	 and	 the	
souls	of	men;	but	specifically	God	was	the	Father	of	the	nation	of	Israel,	unlike	other	
nations,	God	had	chosen	Israel,	adopting	them	in	as	His	own.		
	
The	Lord	also	compares	Himself	to	a	master.	Jehovah;	the	Father,	Son,	and	Spirit,	is	
master	over	all	creation.		
	
And	then	He	asks	them	a	question,	“Where	is	my	honor?”	“Where	is	my	fear?”	There	
is	an	honor	due	to	God	on	account	of	who	He	is.	Our	honor	of	God	should	be	shown	
by	 loving	Him,	 trusting	Him,	 calling	upon	Him,	 imitating	and	obeying	Him,	and	by	
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making	use	of	all	that	He	has	given	us	for	His	glory.	He	is	to	be	honored	in	our	heart	
and	our	life,	by	our	words	and	by	our	actions.		
	
The	 Lord	 is	 also	 to	 be	 feared.	 Fear	 and	 reverence	 are	 due	 to	 the	 Lord	 from	 His	
people.	 This	 is	 to	 be	 godly	 fear,	which	 is	 influenced	 by	 the	 goodness	 of	 God,	 and	
appears	 in	 a	 desire	 to	 please	 our	 Lord	 above	 all	 other	 desires.	 In	 private	 and	 in	
public	we	 seek	 to	 think,	 act,	 and	 talk	 in	 a	way	 that	 demonstrates	 that	we	 are	not	
living	under	our	own	authority	but	under	the	authority	of	our	good	and	benevolent	
King.		
	
But	are	the	people	of	Israel	doing	this?	No.	They	have	despised	His	name.	The	priest	
in	 particular,	who	 should	 have	 known	 better	 than	 anyone	 else,	 they	 despised	 the	
name	of	the	Lord	by	not	giving	proper	attention	to	the	authority	of	God,	as	Father	
and	as	Master.	Specifically	they	neglected	to	follow	through	with	worshipping	God	
as	they	ought	to,	and	they	were	completely	ignorant	about	it.		
	
God	tells	them	you	have	despised	MY	name.	And	they	respond	in	ignorance,	“What?!	
Really?!	How?!”	They	act	as	if	they	were	entirely	innocent	and	guiltless.	‘How	have	
we	despised	your	name?’	God	goes	onto	explain	how	they’ve	determined	the	alter	
of	the	Lord	to	be	unimportant,	and	not	a	priority.		
	
The	 book	 of	 Malachi	 begins	 with	 the	 Israelites	 doubting	 the	 love	 of	 God.	 They	
question	God	asking	Him,	“How	have	 you	 loved	 us?”	Essentially	asking,	Why	are	
you	not	giving	us	what	we	want?	What	has	happened	that	you	have	changed	in	your	
concern	for	us?	Well,	the	Lord	will	go	on	to	correct	their	thinking	and	their	behavior,	
but	this	is	where	I	want	you	turn	over	to	Micah	3:6.	(Someday	we	should	take	a	slow	
walk	through	the	book	of	Micah	together;	it’s	a	fantastic	little	book).	But	in	Malachi	
3:6,	this	is	where	the	immutability	of	God	is	put	on	display.		
	
You	see,	 the	Israelites	think	that	God	has	changed	somehow	in	his	disposition	and	
affection	towards	them	and	for	them.	But	the	Lord	goes,	“No,	no,	no…	you’re	way	off	
base.”	Look	at	3:6.	The	Lord	says,		
	

“For	I	the	Lord	do	not	change;	therefore	you,	O	children	of	Jacob,	are	not	
consumed.	

	
The	Israelites,	and	all	of	us,	would	be	consumed	in	hell	if	God	were	a	changing	God.	
Or	 at	 the	very	 least,	we	would	all	 be	 left	 to	our	own	devices	 the	moment	 that	we	
failed	to	live	up	to	the	standard	of	Almighty	God.	And	if	that	were	to	happen,	if	we	
were	left	to	ourselves,	where	would	we	be	now?		
	
Partying	it	up	as	a	drunkard?	Indulging	in	sexual	immorality?	Blaspheming	the	Lord	
God?	 Drowning	 in	 failed	 marriages?	 Conflicted	 and	 in	 contention	 with	 everyone	
around	us?	On	our	own	we	are	 in	a	miserable	state	of	being.	 If	 it	were	not	 for	 the	
strong	of	arm	of	our	unchanging	God,	we	would	be	in	ruin	and	destroyed.		
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How	is	it	possible	that	I	am	here	this	morning,	when	I	think	of	the	sins	that	I	have	
committed,	and	the	crimes	that	have	crossed	my	wicked	imagination?	I	am	here,	you	
are	here,	and	the	Israelites	were	still	in	existence,	because	the	Lord	does	not	change.		
	
We	 call	 God	 a	 Father;	 but	 there	 is	 not	 a	 father	 in	 this	 world	 who	 does	 not	 get	
aggravated	and	frustrated	at	the	misbehaving	of	his	children.	All	children	give	their	
father’s	 trouble	 in	 some	way	or	another,	but	not	half	 as	much	 trouble	as	we	have	
given	to	God	our	Father.			
	
God	has	the	most	troublesome	family	in	the	whole	world—unbelieving,	ungrateful,	
disobedient,	 forgetful,	 rebellious,	 wandering,	 whining,	 complaining	 and	 stubborn.	
You	must	understand	 this,	God	didn’t	place	His	 love	upon	 the	 Israelites,	God	 did	
not	place	His	 love	upon	you	because	 there	was	 something	 in	 you	 that	
was	 loveable.	I	know	it’s	easy	for	me	to	give	the	Israelites	a	hard	time	with	their	
rebellion,	 but	we	are	no	different.	We	are	 in	 the	 same	predicament	with	our	own	
rebellion.		
	
We	need	God’s	intervention	that	came	through	the	saving	work	of	the	Messiah,	Jesus	
Christ.	 The	Apostle	Paul	 in	 the	book	of	Romans	proclaimed	 the	 good	news	of	 our	
immutable	God	when	he	said,	
	

6	For	while	we	were	still	weak,	at	the	right	time	Christ	died	for	the	ungodly.		
	

It	wasn’t	because	we	were	good.	Or	that	God	was	 just	 in	a	good	mood	at	the	time.	
You	see,	we	were	enemies	of	the	cross;	unrighteous	in	all	our	ways.	And	yet	we	were	
chosen	to	belong	to	Him.	God	decided	to	choose	us	long	ago	in	keeping	with	his	plan.	
He	works	out	everything	to	fit	his	plan	and	purpose	(Eph.	1:11).	His	plan	does	not	
rise	and	fall	based	upon	our	performance.		
	
If	 God	 were	 a	 changing	 God,	 our	 performance	 would	 disqualify	 us	 for	 we	 are	
unrighteous.	And	as	verse	7	tells	us,		

	

7	For	one	will	scarcely	die	for	a	righteous	person—though	perhaps	for	a	good	
person	one	would	dare	even	to	die—	8	but	God	shows	his	love	for	us	in	
that	while	we	were	still	sinners,	Christ	died	for	us.	~	Romans	5	
	

You	see,	God	loves	all	those	who	have	been	adopted	into	the	family	of	God	out	of	His	
sovereign	grace,	which	does	not	change	over	time.	He	is	the	same	yesterday,	today,	
and	forever.	We	should	have,	would	have	been	consumed	by	our	sin,	by	our	trials,	
and	in	a	hundred	others	ways,	if	God	had	ever	changed.	But	God	is	every	bit	as	holy,	
gracious,	righteous,	and	loving	as	he	always	was.		
	
And	 I	 need	 to	make	 this	 clear	 because	 I	 know	 there’s	 a	misconception	 that	 some	
have	 in	 thinking	 that	God	made	a	dramatic	shift	 in	His	 temperament	 from	the	Old	
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Testament	to	the	New	Testament.	Some	have	given	a	superficial	reading	of	the	Bible	
and	have	concluded	that	they	don’t	like	the	God	of	the	Old	Testament	because	He’s	
an	angry	God.	However,	the	God	of	the	New	Testament	is	no	less	angry	with	sin	than	
the	God	of	the	Old.	And	the	God	of	the	Old	Testament	is	no	less	loving	than	the	God	
of	the	New	Testament.		
	
For	the	God	of	the	Old	is	the	God	of	the	New,	and	He	never	changes.	As	James	1:17	
tells	us,		
	

Every	good	gift	and	every	perfect	gift	 is	 from	above,	coming	down	from	the	
Father	of	lights,	with	whom	there	is	no	variation	or	shadow	due	to	change.	

	
God	has	never	 changed.	The	differences	between	 the	Testaments	 that	we	observe	
are	matters	of	 administration.	How	He	 carried	out	His	will	was	different,	 but	God	
Himself	has	never	changed.	
	
God’s	way	has	always	been	consistent.	God	 treats	us	 the	same	way	He	 treated	 the	
people	 of	 the	 Old	 Testament.	 He	 saved	 them,	 pardoning	 their	 sin	 and	 reconciling	
them	to	Himself	 through	the	sacrificial	blood	of	a	 lamb,	which	ultimately	points	to	
the	perfect	Lamb,	the	Redeemer,	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	whose	benefits	they	received	
by	 faith.	He	 blessed	His	 people	 then	with	 spiritual	 and	material	 good,	 as	He	 does	
now.	He	disciplined	them	when	they	were	wayward,	taught	them	through	affliction,	
led	them	by	His	word	and	Spirit,	and	sought	their	fellowship,	just	as	He	does	now.1	
	
As	we	read	and	study	the	Bible,	it	becomes	clear	that	God	is	the	same	in	the	Old	and	
New	Testaments.	Even	though	the	Bible	 is	66	 individual	books	written	on	two	(or	
possibly	 three)	 continents,	 in	 three	 different	 languages,	 over	 a	 period	 of	
approximately	 1500	 years	 by	more	 than	 40	 authors,	 it	 remains	 one	 unified	 book	
from	beginning	to	end	without	contradiction.	In	it	we	see	how	a	loving,	merciful,	and	
just	God	dealing	with	sinful	humanity	in	all	kinds	of	situations.2	
	
Throughout	the	entire	Bible	we	see	God	lovingly	and	mercifully	calling	people	into	a	
special	 relationship	with	Himself,	not	because	 they	deserve	 it,	but	because	He	 is	a	
gracious	and	merciful	God,	slow	to	anger	and	abundant	in	loving-kindness	and	truth.	
Yet	we	also	see	a	holy	and	righteous	God	who	is	the	Judge	of	all	those	who	disobey	
His	Word	and	refuse	to	worship	Him,	turning	instead	to	worship	gods	of	their	own	
creation	(Romans	chapter	1).	
	
The	 great	 unchanging	 reality	 in	 our	 world,	 a	 world	 of	 frantic	 change,	 a	 world	 in	
which	few	things	 last,	and	 in	which	few	people	are	consistent,	 is	 that	our	God	and	
our	Savior	Jesus	Christ	do	not	change.	Hebrews	13:8	vigorously	declares,	

																																																								
1	Johnson,	Terry.	The	Identity	and	Attributes	of	God.	pg.	57		
2	https://www.gotquestions.org/God-different.html	
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Jesus	Christ	is	the	same	yesterday	and	today	and	forever.	~Hebrews	13:8	
	

As	He	was	in	Bible	times,	so	He	is	today	and	will	be	tomorrow.	And	I	leave	you	this	
morning	with	 somewhat	 of	 a	 longer	 quote	 from	Richard	 Baxter	 as	 he	 applies	 the	
doctrine	of	God’s	immutability	with	such	far	sweeping	effect.	
	
Baxter	said,	
	

Our	 houses	 may	 be	 burned;	 our	 goods	 may	 be	 consumed	 or	 stolen;	 our	
clothes	will	be	worn	out;	our	treasure	here	may	be	corrupted;	but	our	God	is	
unchangeable,	the	same	forever.	Our	laws	and	customs	may	be	changed;	our	
governors	 and	 privileges	 changed;	 our	 company,	 and	 employments,	 and	
habitation	changed;	but	our	God	 is	never	 changed.	Our	estates	may	change	
from	 riches	 to	 poverty;	 and	 our	 names	 that	 were	 honored,	 may	 incur	
disgrace.	Our	health	may	quickly	turn	to	sickness,	and	our	ease	to	pain;	but	
still	 our	 God	 is	 unchangeable	 forever.	 Our	 friends	 are	 unconstant	 and	may	
turn	our	enemies;	our	peace	may	be	changed	 into	war,	and	our	 liberty	 into	
slavery;	but	our	God	doth	never	change.	Time	will	change	customs,	families,	
and	 all	 things	 here;	 but	 it	 changeth	 not	 our	 God.	 The	 creatures	 are	 all	 but	
earthen	metal,	 and	 quickly	 dashed	 in	 pieces.	 Our	 comforts	 are	 changeable;	
ourselves	are	changeable	and	mortal;	but	so	is	not	our	God.		
	

I	 pray	 that	 this	 teaches	 us	 and	 encourages	 us	 to	 draw	 as	 near	 to	 God	 as	 we	 are	
capable.	And	that	 through	our	 looking	at	 the	 immutable	God	 it	creates	within	us	a	
longing	 to	 be	 with	 our	 God,	 because	 in	 Him	 we	 know	 (we	 take	 confidence)	 that	
although	our	current	circumstances	are	ever	changing,	our	God	never	does.	We	have	
a	 sure	 and	 steadfast	 anchor	 of	 the	 soul;	we	 do	 not	 have	 to	 be	 overcome	by	what	
takes	place	around	us,	for	our	hope	is	in	our	immutable	God.		
	
Let’s	pray.		
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