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Have	you	ever	had	a	child	ask	you	the	question,	“Who	made	God?”	That	can	be	a	
mind-boggling	 question.	 And	 attempting	 to	 explain	 to	 a	 young	 mind,	 or	 for	 that	
matter,	to	explain	to	an	old	mind,	that	God	does	not	have	a	beginning,	can	be	a	
complicated	 and	 sometimes	 a	 downright	 frightening	 task.	But,	 simply	 because	 it’s	
complicated,	or	it’s	an	intimidating	question,	that	does	not	mean	that	we	should	shy	
away	from	it.		
	
We	should	have	a	desire	to	understand	who	God	is	to	the	best	of	our	ability.	For	He	
is	the	One	that	we	are	created	by	and	the	One	that	we	are	created	for.	“Knowing	God	
is	the	all-encompassing,	all-determining	factor	in	understanding	who	we	are	and	the	
purpose	of	our	existence.”1	So	even	when	we’re	approached	with	a	tough	question,	
we	 press	 in	 and	 investigate	 because	 we	 want	 to	 know	 God,	 and	 we	 want	 others	
around	us	to	know	God	because	everything	else	is	rubbish/dung	(as	we	talked	about	
last	week)	because	of	the	surpassing	worth	of	knowing	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.		
	
So	 as	 we	 set	 off	 today	 to	 explore	 and	 really	 I	 hope,	 to	 be	 amazed	 at	 The	 Self-
Existence	of	God	(the	reality	that	God	does	not	have	a	beginning),	we	must	come	to	
realize	 and	 remind	 ourselves	 often	 of	 a	 fundamental	 truth,	 that:	GOD	 IS	 FAR	
DIFFERENT	 THAN	 US.	 Some	of	you	may	 look	at	 that	and	go,	 “Duh!	Of	course.”	
But	sadly,	I	do	believe	it’s	too	easy	for	many	to	assume	and	look	upon	God	as	being	
just	 like	us,	only	better.	But	 that	 couldn’t	be	 further	 from	 the	 truth.	God	Almighty	
exists	in	a	significantly	different	way	than	us.		
	
You	see,	you	and	I	are	created.	Our	existence	is	dependent.	Our	being	conceived	in	
the	womb,	being	born	into	this	world,	taking	the	next	breath	that	fills	our	lungs,	all	
of	that	comes	from	something	outside	of	ourselves.	We	didn’t	just	magically	appear.	
We	didn’t	 just	will	ourselves	 into	existence.	 July	23,	1980	I	 took	my	first	breath	 in	
this	world	–but	it	wasn’t	because	my	self-determination.	There	was	a	point	in	time	
where	I	did	not	exist.	We	all	have	that	same	story.	Each	of	us	has	a	beginning	and	
our	life	is	dependent	on	something	else	getting	it	started	and	keeping	it	going.			
	
But	as	I	said,	God	is	far	different	from	us.	God	is	completely	different	from	us.	Unlike	
us,	 God	 is	 self-existent,	 uncaused,	 and	 independent.	 God	 is	 the	 basis	 for	
everything	else.	The	doctrine	that	we	are	talking	about	today	is	referred	to	as	“The	
Aseity	of	God.”	Aseity	is	a	Latin	word	that	means	“from	Himself”	or	“of	oneself.”	The	
biblical	basis	for	God’s	aseity,	or	God’s	self-existence,	is	found	in	the	facts	1that	God	
existed	prior	to	creation,	2that	He	is	independent	of	creation,	and	3that	He	brought	
into	existence	everything	that	there	is	and	He	is	the	One	that	holds	it	all	together.		
	
Listen	to	what	R.C.	Sproul	had	to	say,		
	

																																																								
1 Johnson, Terry. The Identity and Attributes of God. The Banner of Truth Trust. Page. 4 
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What	 makes	 God	 different	 from	 people,	 from	 the	 stars,	 from	 earthquakes,	
and	from	any	other	creaturely	thing	is	that	God—and	God	alone—has	aseity;	
He	 alone	 exists	 by	 His	 own	 power.	 No	 one	 made	 Him	 or	 caused	 Him.	 He	
exists	in	and	of	Himself.	This	is	a	quality	that	no	creature	shares.	People	are	
not	self-existent;	neither	are	cars	or	stars.	Only	God	has	the	concept	of	self-
existence.2	

	
I’d	like	to	reveal	that	to	you	within	the	Word.	Now	today	I’m	going	to	be	pointing	out	
various	passages	of	Scripture	so	I	hope	you	have	your	Bible	with	you	because	I	want	
you	 to	see	 for	yourself	what	God’s	has	 to	say	about	Himself	within	His	Word.	The	
first	passage	of	Scripture	 that	 I	want	you	 to	 turn	 to	 is	Genesis	1.	Genesis	 1:1,	 the	
very	 first	 verse	 in	 your	 Bible.	 It’s	 a	 verse	 that	 some	 of	 you	 could	 probably	 quote	
without	looking.	But	it’s	a	verse	that	is	under	attack	today.		
	
Read	Genesis	1:1	
	
R.C.	 Sproul	 said	 that	 this	 is,	 “The	 most	 fundamental	 assertion	 of	 historical	
Christianity.”3	And	 I	would	agree	with	him,	 that	everything	had	 its	beginning	with	
God.	This	is	a	foundational	truth	that	shapes	everything	that	we	believe.	That	life	is	
not	 an	 accident,	 or	 a	 fluke,	 that	 the	world	 in	which	we	 live	 is	 not	 in	 existence	 by	
chance,	but	has	 it’s	beginning	with	God	by	His	power,	by	His	wisdom,	by	His	will,	
creating	what	we	can	now	see	with	our	own	eyes.		
	
But	this	verse	is	one	of	the	most	assaulted	verses	that	is	by	secular	philosophy	and	
by	modern	paganism.	And	the	reason	for	that	is	because	every	pagan	knows	that	if	
you	can	get	rid	of	creation,	you	can	get	rid	of	the	Creator	God,	and	if	you	can	get	rid	
of	God…	you	can	live	however	you	want.	Everything	that	divides	the	Christian	from	
the	unsaved	is	at	stake	in	this	opening	verse	of	the	Bible.		
	
Let’s	think	about	this	for	a	moment,	“In	the	beginning…”	There	was	a	time	that	the	
created	universe	was	not	here.	What	many	modern	people	believe,	and	what	 they	
will	attempt	to	persuade	you	into	believing	is	that	from	nothing	came	everything.		
	
What	evolutionists	argue	for	is	a	lot	 like	this	container.	It’s	empty	and	has	nothing	
inside	of	it.	But	the	idea	is	that	if	you	wait	long	enough	something	will	happen.	If	you	
just	 give	 it	 enough	 time,	 something	will	 come	 from	nothing.	 That	 is	 the	 theory	 of	
those	who	attempt	to	deny	the	Creator	God.		
	
Atheists	 like,	Richard	Dawkins,	Christopher	Hitchens,	Bill	Nye,	and	many	others	of	
their	 type,	will	demand	that	 they	have	science	on	their	side	 in	 their	denial	of	God,	
but	in	their	attempts	to	explain	the	existence	of	this	world	they	contradict	the	laws	
that	have	been	discovered	in	science.	

																																																								
2	https://www.ligonier.org/blog/self-existent-god/ 
3	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bj6mZiRRuUU&t=1s 
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They	believe	that	suddenly	and	accidently,	on	a	random	day	billions	and	billions	of	
years	 ago	 an	 enormous	 explosion	 set	 everything	 into	 motion.	 That	 right	 there	 is	
actually	a	denial	of	 scientific	discovery.	The	 law	of	 inertia	states	 “an	object	at	 rest	
will	stay	at	rest,	forever,	as	long	as	nothing	pushes	or	pulls	on	it.”	An	object	needs	to	
be	acted	upon	from	an	outside	force	in	order	to	move.	So	even	evolutionists	theory	
of	how	things	began,	cries	out	for	a	self-existent,	eternal	being.		
	
The	minute	that	you	say	that	there	is	a	beginning	to	the	universe	you	are	left	with	
only	two	options:	
	

1) The	Universe	came	out	of	nothing.	
2) The	Universe	is	created	by	something	self-existent	and	eternal4	

	
Let	 me	 ask	 you	 a	 question:	 If	 there	 ever	 were	 a	 time	 that	 there	 was	 absolutely	
NOTHING…	what	would	 there	 be	 now?	What	 could	 there	 possibly	 be?	 Absolutely	
nothing.	 But	 Genesis	 1	 indicates	 that	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 recorded	 time,	 God	was	
already	 in	 existence.	 From	 eternity	 past,	 a	 duration	 stretching	 backward	without	
limit,	 to	 eternity	 future,	 a	 duration	 stretching	 forward	 without	 limits,	 from	
everlasting	to	everlasting,	God	was	and	is	forever!	
	
God	was	never	created	and	never	came	into	being.	He	always	was.	Another	passage	
of	Scripture	that	points	to	that	truth	is	found	in	Psalm	90.	If	you	would,	please	turn	
over	there	with	me	for	a	moment.		
	
Moses	 wrote	 psalm	 90,	 and	 what	 he	 does	 within	 this	 Psalm	 is	 highlight	 the	
eternalness	 of	 God	 comparing	 it	 against	 the	 frailty	 of	 man.	 Mankind	 measures	
everything	by	time.	We	set	our	alarms	so	that	we	get	up	in	the	morning	on	time.	We	
check	 our	 calendars	 to	 organize	 our	 time.	 We	 celebrate	 the	 passing	 of	 time	 by	
anniversaries	and	birthdays.	We	realize	that	we	had	a	beginning,	and	the	reality	is	
that	 we	 will	 have	 an	 ending.	 But	 look	 what	 Moses	 has	 to	 say	 about	 God	 as	 he	
declares	that	God	is	eternal.		
	
Read	Psalm	90:1-4	
	
Here	within	these	verses	Moses	is	declaring	that	God	is	eternal.	And	eternal	means	
“everlasting,	having	no	beginning	and	no	end.”	Since	humanity	measures	everything	
in	time,	it’s	very	hard	 for	us	to	conceive	of	someone	that	had	no	beginning,	but	
has	always	been,	and	will	continue	forever.	Verse	2,	in	particular,	declares	the	self-
existence	of	God.	Moses	says,	“Before	the	mountains	were	brought	forth,	or	ever	
you	 had	 formed	 the	 earth	 and	 the	world…”	before	 the	creation	of	everything…	
God	is	there,	“from	everlasting	to	everlasting.”		
	
																																																								

4 R.C. Sproul 
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This	past	week	on	studying	this	reality	of	God’s	self-existence,	I	think	I	had	a	low-
grade	 ache	 throughout	 my	 entire	 time	 of	 seeking	 to	 wrap	 my	 mind	 around	 this	
truth.	Now	 this	 isn’t	 a	new	 topic	 for	me.	 I	 have	believed	 for	 a	 long	 time	and	have	
recognized	that	God	has	existed	for	eternity	past;	that	He	has	no	beginning…	but	too	
often	I	attempt	to	put	God	in	a	little	box	that	I	can	comprehend.	And	it’s	so	easy	for	
me	to	move	quickly	past	something	I	don’t	really	understand.		
	
Just	 like	when	my	oldest	daughter	asks	me	 to	help	her	with	her	math	homework.	
Uh…	 I	 don’t	 know.	 Go	 ask	 your	 mom!	 On	 complicated	 topics	 it	 can	 be	 too	 easily	
dismissed	rather	than	digging	deep.	But	 if	we’re	going	to	know	God	for	who	He	is,	
we	are	going	need	to	keep	pressing	forward,	to	understand	Him	more	fully.	Let	me	
remind	you	of	this	once	again,	God	is	not	like	you,	He	is	not	like	me.	The	Lord	God	
told	Isaiah,		
	

8For	my	thoughts	are	not	your	thoughts,	
				neither	are	your	ways	my	ways,	declares	the	Lord.	
9For	as	the	heavens	are	higher	than	the	earth,	
				so	are	my	ways	higher	than	your	ways	
				and	my	thoughts	than	your	thoughts.	
	
Isaiah	55:8-9	

	
God	 is	 completely	 different	 than	 us.	 And	 it’s	 not	 just	 in	 having	 dwelt	 for	 all	 of	
eternity;	He	is	also	different	within	the	character	of	who	He	is.	All	created	things	had	
it’s	 beginning	 somewhere	 at	 sometime.	 The	 created	 is	 always	 shaped,	 influenced,	
and	modeled	after	what	came	before	 it.	But	considering	that	God	 is	 the	beginning,	
and	 nothing	 came	 before	 Him,	 He	 is	 completely	 independent,	 even	 within	 His	
character.	God	stands	alone	above	all	creation.		
	
This	truth	is	expressed	when	the	Lord	pays	a	visit	to	Moses	in	the	book	of	Exodus.	
(You	 don’t	 need	 to	 turn	 there	 it’ll	 be	 on	 the	 screen	 in	 a	 moment).	 But	 do	 you	
remember	when	Moses	had	fled	from	Egypt	and	spent	a	number	of	years	watching	
after	a	 flock	of	sheep	that	was	owned	by	his	 father-in-law	Jethro?	Well,	eventually	
the	Lord	calls	out	to	Moses	within	a	burning	bush	and	tells	Moses	to	head	back	to	
Egypt	because	God	has	a	mission	for	him.	
	
God	is	going	to	use	Moses	to	lead	the	people	out	of	Egypt	to	the	Promise	Land.	But	
Moses	has	a	question.	We’re	shown	that	in	Exodus	3:13.	
	

Then	Moses	said	to	God,	“If	I	come	to	the	people	of	Israel	and	say	to	
them,	‘The	God	of	your	fathers	has	sent	me	to	you,’	and	they	ask	me,	
‘What	is	his	name?’	what	shall	I	say	to	them?”	(Verse	13)	

	
Do	you	remember	the	Lord	God’s	response?	
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God	said	to	Moses,	“I	AM	WHO	I	AM.”	And	he	said,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	
Israel:	‘I	AM	has	sent	me	to	you.’”	(Verse	14)	

		
The	 implication	 of	 that	 response,	 “I	 AM	 WHO	 I	 AM,”	 is	 that	 God’s	 existence	 and	
character	 are	 determined	 by	 Himself	 alone	 and	 are	 not	 dependent	 on	 anyone	 or	
anything	 else.	 This	 means	 that	 God’s	 being	 has	 always	 been	 and	 will	 always	 be	
exactly	what	it	is.	God	is	not	dependent	upon	any	part	of	creation	for	His	existence	
or	His	nature.	Without	 creation,	God	would	still	be	 infinitely	 loving,	 infinitely	 just,	
eternal,	omniscient,	Trinitarian,	and	so	forth.5	
	
Think	about	this,	we	looked	at	Genesis	1	a	moment	ago	and	saw	it	declare,	“In	 the	
beginning	God…”	But	picture	in	your	mind	what	was	like	before	there	was	an	earth	
or	any	solar	system	or	galaxies	or	universe	at	all.	Push	back	in	your	imagination	to	
when	there	was	only	God.	And	then	ask	yourself	how	did	He	get	to	be	the	way	he	is?	
If	you	asked	me	how	I	got	to	be	the	way	I	am,	I	would	answer	that	1my	mom	and	dad	
passed	along	to	me	a	set	of	genes	and	2they	raised	me	a	certain	way	and	3I	have	had	
thousands	 of	 experiences	 that	 have	 influenced	my	 life	 –that’s	 how	 I	 got	 to	 be	 the	
way	I	am.	
	
But	when	we	ask	why	 is	God	the	way	that	He	 is,	God	answers,	 from	everlasting	 to	
everlasting,	I	AM	WHO	I	AM.	 In	 other	words,	 “nobody	gave	me	a	 set	of	genes.	
Nobody	 and	 no	 power	 brought	 me	 into	 existence	 or	 shaped	 my	
personality.	I	had	no	beginning.	There	is	no	reality	outside	myself	that	did	
not	come	from	Me.	And	so	there	is	no	force	or	influence	upon	My	character	
and	 power	 except	 what	 comes	 from	 Me	 and	 is	 controlled	 by	 Me.	 I	 am	
utterly	absolute.	Behind	Me,	there	is	no	reality.”	
 
Asking	 the	 question,	“Why	 is	 God	 the	 way	 he	 is?”	is	 like	 asking	 me,	“How	 are	 you	
enjoying	 your	 vegetarian	 diet?”	 It’s	 an	 unanswerable	 question.	 I	 can’t	 answer	 a	
question	 about	 a	 vegetarian	 diet	 because	 I’m	 not	 on	 a	 vegetarian	 diet.	 I	 like	 BBQ	
ribs,	and	cheeseburgers,	and	bacon	way	too	much	to	go	on	a	vegetarian	diet.	I	can’t	
answer	 that	 question,	 because	 whoever	 is	 asking	 it	 is	 assuming	 a	 particular	
situation	that	does	not	exist.		
	
So	 attempting	 to	 answer	 the	 question,	 “Why	 is	 God	 the	way	He	 is?”	 proves	 to	 be	
unanswerable	because	 there	 is	nothing	behind	or	outside	of	God	 that	 could	be	an	
answer	to	that	question.	Listen	to	how	John	Piper	puts	it,	
	

The	 absolutely	 self-determined	 character	 of	 an	 everlasting	 God	 is	 the	
endpoint	of	 all	 our	questions.	There	 comes	a	point	when	you	 stand	 face	 to	
face	with	absolute	reality	and	realize	that	God	simply	is	who	He	is.6	

																																																								
5 Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. Pg. 162 
6	https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/i-am-who-i-am 
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Application:	
There	is	so	much	to	say	on	this	particular	aspect	of	God’s	character,	that	I	probably	
could	go	on	for	quite	awhile	on	the	self-existence	of	God	and	the	different	aspects	of	
it,	but	perhaps	by	this	point	some	of	you	may	be	starting	to	wonder,	“What	does	the	
self-existence	 of	 God,	 where	 He	 is	 completely	 independent	 from	 everyone	 and	
everything,	have	to	do	with	me	and	others	like	me	in	this	world	in	which	we	live?”		
	
And	to	that	I	would	reply	that	because	we	are	the	handiwork	of	God,	it	follows	that	
all	our	problems	and	their	solutions	are	first,	theological.	Some	knowledge	of	what	
kind	 of	 God	 it	 is	 that	 operates	 the	 universe	 is	 crucial	 to	 developing	 a	 sound	
philosophy	of	life	and	a	healthy	perspective	for	the	world	in	which	we	live.	Allow	me	
to	quote	A.W.	Tozer,	
	

We	can	never	know	who	or	what	we	are	till	we	know	at	 least	something	of	
what	 God	 is.	 For	 this	 reason	 the	 self-existence	 of	 God	 is	 not	 a	wisp	 of	 dry	
doctrine,	 academic	 and	 remote;	 it	 is	 in	 fact	 as	 near	 as	 our	 breath	 and	 as	
practical	as	the	latest	surgical	technique.7	

	
Gaining	 an	 intimate	 knowledge	 of	 God	 is	 a	 vital	 aspect	 of	 life	 for	 although	God	 is	
greater	 than	we	are,	and	different	 than	we	are,	He	 is	 the	origin	of	all	 life.	And	For	
some	reason	that	is	only	known	to	God	Himself,	God	has	honored	mankind	above	all	
other	beings	by	creating	us	in	His	image.	David	in	Psalm	8	marveled	at	this	mystery	
as	he	said,	
	

3	When	I	look	at	your	heavens,	the	work	of	your	fingers,	
				the	moon	and	the	stars,	which	you	have	set	in	place,	
4	what	is	man	that	you	are	mindful	of	him,	
				and	the	son	of	man	that	you	care	for	him?	
5	Yet	you	have	made	him	a	little	lower	than	the	heavenly	beings	
				and	crowned	him	with	glory	and	honor.	
	
Psalm	8	
	

God	is	far	different	than	us.	God	is	far	bigger	than	us.	God	is	far	more	glorious	than	
us.	And	yet	He	still	thinks	of	us,	and	cares	for	us.	He	has	existed	for	eternity	past,	and	
in	His	perfect	will	created	the	world	in	which	we	live,	given	the	life	that	we	are	now	
in	possession	of,	where	we	are	now	dependent	in	each	moment	that	we	have	for	our	
existence	upon	the	self-existent	One	who	created	us	after	His	own	 likeness.	And	 if	
God	were	not	self-existent,	we	would	not	exist	at	all.		
	
A.W.	Tozer	again,		
	

																																																								
7 Tozer, A.W. The Knowledge of the Holy. Pg. 28 
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“Think	God	away	and	man	has	no	ground	of	existence.”	
	

Humanity,	with	all	of	it’s	brilliant	ideas,	and	innovations,	and	discoveries	is	nothing	
but	 an	 echo	 of	 the	 original	 voice.	 Everything	 that	 exists	 came	 out	 of	 and	 is	
dependent	upon	 the	 self-existent	God.	Allow	me	 to	point	you	 to	 some	passages	of	
Scripture.		
	

In	 the	beginning	was	the	Word,	 and	the	Word	was	with	God,	 and	the	Word	
was	God…		All	things	were	made	through	Him,	and	without	Him	was	not	any	
thing	made	that	was	made.	~	John	1:1,3	
	
For	 by	Him	 all	 things	 were	 created,	in	 heaven	 and	 on	 earth,	 visible	 and	
invisible,	whether	thrones	 or	dominions	 or	 rulers	 or	 authorities—all	 things	
were	 created	through	 Him	 and	 for	 Him.	And	He	 is	 before	 all	 things,	 and	 in	
Him	all	things	hold	together.	~Colossians	1:16-17	
	
[Jesus]	is	the	radiance	of	the	glory	of	God	and	the	exact	imprint	of	his	nature,	
and	he	upholds	the	universe	by	the	word	of	his	power.	~	Hebrews	1:3	
	

We	live	in	a	world	where	many	people	declare	that	you	have	to	go	out	and	discover	
your	own	truth.	Imanual	Kant	eagerly	declared	in	the	1700’s	that	you	have	to,	“Have	
courage	to	use	your	own	understanding.”	You’ve	got	to	break	free	from	the	restraints	
of	anyone	and	everyone	else,	 including	God,	and	cut	your	own	path	of	truth.	Many	
would	say	that	that	is	the	path	to	freedom,	but	I’m	here	to	tell	you	that	is	the	path	to	
death.		
	
You	 don’t	 create	 your	 own	 truth.	 You	 can’t	 create	 your	 own	 light	 within	 the	
darkness	of	this	world.	You	have	to	go	to	the	One	who	created	all	things	and	is	the	
source	of	all	 life	and	is	the	light	of	the	world.	In	John	8,	Jesus	said	to	those	He	was	
surrounded	by,	
	

“I	am	the	light	of	the	world.	Whoever	follows	me	will	not	walk	in	darkness,	
but	will	have	the	light	of	life.”	~	John	8:12	

	
Apart	from	Jesus	we	live	in	darkness.	We	have	such	a	limited	capacity	to	understand	
who	we	are	or	what	we	see	in	the	world.	But	the	light	of	Christ	is	the	brightness	of	
God	shining	to	depths	of	the	human	soul.	Life	is	not	complete	without	Jesus	Christ.	
We	are	all	created	to	crave	our	self-existent	Creator,	and	only	through	a	relationship	
with	our	Savior	Jesus	can	the	darkness	be	lifted	from	our	hearts.		
	
Can	I	tell	you	where	we	oftentimes	go	wrong	in	life?	As	I’ve	said	through	this	sermon	
that	God	is	the	One	who	is	self-existent,	He	is	the	One	that	is	eternal,	He	is	the	One	
that	is	the	Creator,	He	is	the	One	that	is	absolute,	He	is	the	One	that	is	independent,	
He	 is	 the	One	 that	 sits	on	 the	Throne	and	rules	all	of	 creation…	and	where	we	go	
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wrong	is	in	the	times	that	we	don’t	gather	before	His	throne	to	worship,	but	instead,	
strive	to	take	His	throne	and	sit	upon	it	ourselves.		
	
We	are	finite	beings,	created	to	worship	before	the	throne	of	God,	and	in	our	sin	we	
attempt	 to	elevate	ourselves	 to	 the	position	where	we	don’t	cry	out	 to	 the	“I	AM,”	
but	seek	to	be	the	“I	AM.”	Sin	shows	up	in	many	forms	but	every	sin,	at	its	core,	is	an	
attempt	to	sit	on	a	stolen	throne.	
	
For	instance,	the	individual	that	views	pornography	or	has	sex	outside	of	marriage	
defies	God	Word	that	tells	us,	“Flee	from	sexual	immorality”	(1	Corinthians	6:18)	
and	also	“Let	marriage	be	held	in	honor	among	all,	and	let	the	marriage	bed	be	
undefiled”	 (Hebrews	 13:4);	 and	 instead	 of	 submitting	 to	 the	 King	 of	 kings,	 they	
place	themselves	on	the	throne	decreeing	“I’ll	do	what	I	want	to	do.”		
	
Every	sin,	at	its	core,	is	an	attempt	to	sit	on	a	stolen	throne,	and	we	could	give	lots	of	
examples	 of	 that;	 lying,	 anger,	 stealing,	 gossip,	 slander,	 selfishness…	all	 of	 sin	 is	 a	
rebellion	against	the	will	of	God	and	a	declaration	that	“I	want	to	go	my	own	way.”	
None	of	us	are	exempt	from	that.		We	see	written	by	the	prophet	Isaiah,		
	

All	we	like	sheep	have	gone	astray;	we	have	turned—every	one—to	his	own	
way.	~Isaiah	53:6	

	
That	is	the	path	of	sin,	death	and	destruction.		
	
But	the	beauty	of	the	gospel	reveals	that	although	this	is	the	reality,	that	God	is	far	
bigger	than	us,	God	is	far	better	than	us,	God	is	far	different	than	us,	and	that	we	do	
have	an	inward	bent	towards	rebellion	against	our	Creator	God,	God	still	loved	the	
world	to	such	a	degree	that	He	would	send	His	only	Son	to	die	a	horrendous	death	
on	the	cross,	that	whoever	believes	in	Him	would	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.		
	
To	save	us	completely	Christ	must	reverse	the	natural	 inclination	of	our	character	
and	our	heart;	He	must	plant	a	new	principle	within	us	so	that	we	have	a	new	heart	
with	new	desires	to	honor	our	great	God.	And	in	that,	we	have	to	make	a	choice,	am	I	
going	to	live	for	me?	OR	Am	I	going	to	live	for	my	God?		
	
The	sin	of	living	for	you	must	be	put	to	death,	and	the	only	instrument	by	which	that	
can	be	accomplished	is	the	cross.	Jesus	tells	us	in	Luke	9,		
	

“If	anyone	would	come	after	me,	let	him	deny	himself	and	take	up	his	
cross	daily	and	follow	me.”	~	Luke	9:23	

	
And	years	later,	the	Apostle	Paul	would	say,		
	

I	have	been	crucified	with	Christ.	It	is	no	longer	I	who	live,	but	Christ	who	
lives	in	me.	~	Galatians	2:20	
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This	is	the	question	that	I	want	you	to	walk	out	of	here	this	morning	asking	yourself:	
“Who	am	I	living	for?”	Are	you	living	for	the	self-existent	One,	the	Creator	of	all	
things,	are	you	picking	up	your	cross	and	following	Him…	or	are	you	living	for	you?	
You	were	created	to	live	in	awe	and	wonder	of	our	marvelous	God,	worshipping	Him	
above	all	other	things.	The	more	that	the	awe	of	God	rules	the	motivations	of	your	
heart,	 the	 more	 you	 will	 love	 His	 kingdom	 and	 find	 pleasure	 in	 His	 work	 and	
satisfaction	in	doing	His	will.8	
	
So	 marvel	 at	 the	 self-existence	 of	 God,	 for	 it	 is	 not	 just	 an	 academic	 study,	 it’s	
intended	to	lead	you	to	worship.	And	as	you	worship	God	with	your	whole-heart,	it	
transforms,	 by	 God’s	 grace,	 every	 aspect	 of	 your	 life.	 Where	 you	 find	 your	
satisfaction,	not	in	the	things	of	this	world,	but	in	God	Himself.		
	
I’ll	close	this	morning	by	leaving	you	with	a	quote	from	C.S.	Lewis.	He	once	said,	
	

If	I	find	in	myself	a	desire	which	no	experience	in	this	world	can	satisfy,	the	
most	probable	explanation	is	that	I	was	made	for	another.		
	

Every	human	being	is	longing	for	satisfaction.	And	every	human	being	will	only	ever	
find	one	place	of	 rest,	 one	 location	of	 final	 fulfillment.9	That	 is	 in	 our	 self-existent	
God,	 and	 there’s	 coming	 a	 day,	 that	 is	 guaranteed	 for	 every	 one	 of	 His	 blood-
purchased	children,	where	we	will	be	united	with	Him	forever.	I	plead	with	you,	live	
for	 Him	 as	 He	 is	 the	 One	 that	 you	 were	 created	 by,	 and	 the	 One	 that	 you	 were	
created	for.		
	
Let’s	pray.		

																																																								
8 Tripp, Paul. Awe. Pg. 123 
9 Tripp, Paul. Awe. Pg. 183 


