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If	I	asked	you	to	tell	me	about	your	best	friend	it	would	probably	take	you	a	couple	of	
minutes	to	give	me	a	detailed	summary	of	who	they	are.	In	describing	them	you	would	
probably	 tell	 me	 all	 sorts	 of	 things	 about	 them.	 You’d	 tell	 me	 about	 their	 interests	
(Perhaps	they	enjoy	sports.	Or	they	like	reading	books.	Or	they’re	outdoorsy).		
	
You	 possibly	would	 share	 some	 of	 the	 stories	 of	 how	 you	 came	 to	 know	 each	 other	
(classmates	 in	 school;	 or	 you	 know	 them	 from	 work;	 or	 live	 in	 the	 same	
neighborhood).	 In	a	 few	minutes	 I	could	gain	a	basic	understanding	of	who	they	are.	
Now,	 of	 course,	 I	would	 not	 have	 the	 entire	 picture,	 but	 I’d	 at	 least	 be	 able	 to	 get	 a	
decent	outline	of	what	your	friend	is	like.		
	
But	for	me	to	truly	get	to	know	them	personally,	I’d	have	to	spend	time	with	them.	I’d	
have	to	meet	them	in	person.	 I’d	have	to	ask	them	some	questions	myself.	We	would	
have	 to	 some	 shared	 experiences	 together.	 You	 see,	 it’s	 one	 thing	 to	 know	 someone	
from	a	distance	(you	know	some	facts,	you	know	some	details	and	stories),	but	 it’s	a	
whole	other	thing	to	know	someone	personally.		
	

That	 is	one	of	 the	driving	purposes	of	why	we	are	setting	off	on	a	new	
series	this	morning.	I	want	you	to	know	God.	Not	from	a	distance.	Not	
from	 a	 casual,	 detached,	 or	 a	 hollow	 relationship,	 but	 up	 close	 and	
personal.		
	
Upon	coming	to	Him	for	salvation	through	the	Jesus	Christ,	your	eyes	are	
opened	to	your	own	sin,	your	need	for	a	Savior,	and	you	come	to	know	
God	to	a	degree.	But	from	there	on	out	that	ought	to	set	you	on	a	course	

of	seeking	to	know	God	to	a	greater	degree.	
	
You	see,	if	we’re	going	to	be	effective	in	discipleship,	if	we’re	going	to	be	competent	in	
our	 outreach	 and	 evangelism,	 if	 were	 going	 to	 have	 anything	 worth	 saying	 in	 our	
counseling	 ministries,	 if	 we’re	 even	 going	 to	 know	 how	 to	 pray;	 and	 these	 are	
incredible	 aspects.	 But	 if	 we’re	 going	 to	 mature	 as	 believers	 in	 Jesus	 Christ,	 being	
faithful	to	the	mission	that	God	has	called	us	to	as	a	church,	we	must	know	God.		
	
We	must	look	at	God	as	He	has	revealed	Himself	in	His	Word,	seeking	to	come	to	as	an	
accurate	 understanding	 of	 Him	 as	 we	 possibly	 can.	 So	 this	 new	 preaching	 series	
entitled, KNOWING	GOD,	for	some	of	you,	1is	going	to	be	an	opportunity	to	be	introduced	
to	our	great	God.	 I’m	 sure	 there	are	 some	of	 you	who	are	exploring	Christianity	 and	
have	yet	to	meet	the	One	that	is	revealed	in	the	Word	of	God.	I’m	eager	for	you	to	be	
here	 and	 overjoyed	 to	make	 this	 introduction	 to	 you.	 2Now,	 there	 are	 others	 of	 you	
know	God,	to	a	degree,	but	I	want	to	show	you	aspects	of	Him	that	you	may	not	know	
yet.		
	
3And	for	all	of	us	I	want	to	gaze	at	the	beauty	of	our	Lord.	I	want	to	highlight	realities	of	
who	God	 is.	 Realities	 of	Him	 that	 you	would	meditate	 upon	 throughout	 the	week	 so	
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that	you	can	mature	 in	your	understanding	of	God,	but	also	 led	to	a	place	where	you	
are	left	in	awe	of	our	God.		
	
You	see,	in	coming	to	know	God	sincerely,	it’s	not	simply	learning	a	bunch	of	facts	and	
details.	 It’s	 taking	the	truth	that	you	discover	 in	God’s	Word	and	then	turning	 it	over	
and	over	in	your	mind,	and	then	allowing	it	to	penetrate	your	heart	as	you	talk	it	over	
with	the	God	and	you	worship	Him	with	sincerity.		
	
Over	 the	 next	 several	 months	 I	 want	 to	 help	 you	 look	 at	 God,	 increasing	 your	
understanding	of	Him	and	giving	you	plenty	of	characteristics	to	seriously	think	about	
concerning	Him.		
	
But	please	realize	this	(and	this	should	go	without	saying),	even	though	this	series	will	
extend	 into	 the	month	 of	 December,	 we	will	 not	 say	 everything	 that	 there	 is	 to	 say	
about	 God.	 There	 is	 not	 enough	 time	 in	 the	 year,	 or	 even	 in	 this	 lifetime,	 to	 say	
everything	that	there	is	to	say	about	God	FOR	WE	SERVE	A	BIG	GOD!		
	
So	when	 talking	about	God’s	 character	and	who	He	 is,	 it	 is	best	 to	narrow	down	 the	
conversation	by	 focusing	 in	on	particular	 characteristics,	 namely,	His	 attributes.	And	
there	 are	 an	 infinite	 amount	 of	 attributes	 that	 we	 could	 talk	 about	 concerning	 God	
because	 God	 is	 infinite.	 You	 and	 I	 are	 far	 different	 because	we	 are	 finite	 (and	 finite	
simply	 means	 that	 we’re	 limited.	 Our	 finiteness,	 or	 limitedness	 restricts	 our	
characteristics,	our	abilities,	our	personality,	our	intelligence,	or	our	strengths.	There’s	
only	so	far	that	we	can.	You	and	I	have	an	end).		
	
But	no	so	with	God.	God	is	infinite.	He	is	without	limits.	And	it	ought	to	be	the	delight	of	
every	person	to	come	to	a	greater	understanding	of	our	great	God.	And	to	know	Him	
personally.	That	is	something	that	we	should	be	growing	in	and	taking	delight	in	day-
by-day,	year-by-year,	decade-by-decade.	There	should	be	great	 joy	within	us	to	
know	God	 to	a	greater	degree.	The	Apostle	Paul	said	in	Philippians	3	(and	we’ll	
look	at	this	in	more	detail	in	just	moment),	but	in	verse	eight	he	says,	
	

Indeed,	 I	count	everything	as	 loss	because	of	the	surpassing	worth	of	knowing	
Christ	Jesus	my	Lord.	
	
Philippians	3:8	

		
That	 is	 the	 type	 of	 ambition	 that	 I	 would	 like	 for	 us	 all	 to	 have	 when	 it	 comes	 to	
knowing	God.	I	want	you,	I	want	all	of	us,	to	see	the	beauty	and	the	majesty	of	our	great	
God,	and	to	know	that	He	is	worth	knowing.	So	for	the	next	several	months	I	want	to	
take	the	time	to	zero	in	on	different	attributes	of	our	amazing	God.	I	want	you	to	see	
how	our	God	is	all-powerful,	all-knowing,	ever-present,	never	changing.	That	
is	 He	 is	 a	 God	 of	 love,	 but	 also	 a	 God	 of	 wrath	 (and	 those	 two	 attributes	 do	 not	
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contradict	 each	 other).	 I	 want	 you	 to	 know	 that	 God	 is	 holy,	 that	 He	 is	 the	 God	 of	
peace,	and	mercy,	and	justice.	And	that	our	great	God	is	a	good	God.	
	
I	want	you	 to	be	able	 to	 say	with	 sincerity,	 “I	 know	God.”	Not	 that	you	 simply	know	
about	God	and	could	win	a	Bible	jeopardy	quiz…	but	that	you	sincerely	know	God;	for	
there	is	no	greater	subject	that	we	could	come	to	for	our	study.		
	
The	purpose	of	today’s	sermon	is	going	to	be	a	little	different,	as	I	want	to	use	our	
time	this	morning	to	explain	WHY	we	are	setting	off	on	this	sermon	series	to	explain	
different	attributes	of	God.	All	 I	want	 to	do	 today	 is	wet	your	appetite	 for	 this	 series	
and	next	I’ll	start	serving	the	meal.	
	
The	reason	for	that	is	because	I	don’t	want	to	make	the	assumption	that	everyone	here	
is	eager	to	dive	in	with	venturing	into	such	a	large	subject	matter.	Because	my	guess	is	
that	some	will	take	a	look	at	the	preaching	calendar	for	the	next	several	months	[SHOW	
PREACHING	 CALENDAR]	 and	 raise	 the	 objection,	 “Is	 this	 really	what	we’re	 doing?	 It	
looks	like	we’re	just	working	our	way	through	a	theology	book	and	it’s	going	to	be	boring	
and	insanely	academic.”		
	
I	 understand	 that	 people	 may	 have	 that	 opinion,	 but	 I	 think	 there’s	 an	 assumption	
that’s	 being	 made	 when	 we	 come	 to	 that	 conclusion.	 And	 the	 assumption	 is	 that	
studying	the	nature,	character	and	attributes	of	“God	will	be	unpractical	and	irrelevant	
for	life.”1	But	that	couldn’t	be	further	from	the	truth.	In	coming	to	a	greater	and	more	
accurate	view	of	who	God	is	we	come	to	a	greater	understanding	of	who	we	are.		
	
Terry	Johnson	in	his	excellent	book,	The	 Identity	and	Attributes	of	God	puts	it	 like	
this,		
	

“Knowing	God	 is	 the	all-encompassing,	 all-determining	 factor	 in	understanding	
who	we	are	and	the	purpose	of	our	existence.”2		
	

Another	theologian	would	go	so	far	as	to	say,	
	

“Nearly	all	the	wisdom	we	possess	consists	of	two	parts:	the	knowledge	of	God	
and	of	ourselves.”3	

	
This	 study	 of	 God	 is	 incredibly	 important!	 And	my	prayer	 is	 that	 you	would	 see	 the	
value	in	knowing	God,	but	also	see	how	it	has	tremendous	impact	on	how	you	go	about	
the	day.	For	this	is	God’s	world.	We	are	His	creation.	Studying	God	is	the	most	practical	
project	anyone	can	engage	in.		

                                                
1 Packer, J.I. Knowing God. Intervarsity Press. 1973. pg.14 
2 Johnson, Terry. The Identity and Attributes of God. The Banner of Truth Trust. Page. 4 
3 Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. Westminster Press. Page 37 



	

	

	 Why	Study	the	Attributes	of	God?	
Various	Texts	

	
	 	

4	

	
Listen	to	what	J.I.	Packer	had	to	say.	He	said,		
	

We	are	cruel	to	ourselves	if	we	try	to	live	in	this	world	without	knowing	about	
the	God	whose	world	it	is	and	who	runs	it.	The	world	becomes	a	strange,	mad,	
painful	place,	 and	 life	 in	 it	 a	disappointing	and	unpleasant	business,	 for	 those	
who	 do	 not	 know	 about	 God.	 Disregard	 the	 study	 of	 God,	 and	 you	 sentence	
yourself	to	stumble	and	blunder	through	life	blindfold,	as	it	were,	with	no	sense	
of	 direction	 and	 no	 understanding	 of	 what	 surrounds	 you.	 This	 way	 you	 can	
waste	your	life	and	lose	your	soul.4	

	
J.I.	Packer	wrote	that	in	his	book,	“Knowing	God,”	which	was	published	in	1973…	but	
wow,	are	those	words	applicable	today.	You	repeatedly	are	hearing	the	news	reports	of	
mass	 shootings	 that	 have	 taken	 place	 within	 our	 country.	 Or	 how	 suicide	 is	 rising	
among	the	young	and	the	old	at	an	alarming	rate.	Or	how	marriages,	within	our	secular	
culture,	but	 also	within	Christian	 communities,	 are	 crumbling	because	of	 selfishness,	
sexual	 immorality,	 and	 abuse.	 People’s	 lives	 are	 filled	 with	 anxiety,	 bitterness,	 and	
rage.		
	
All	of	this	stems	from	not	knowing	God.		
	
Knowing	God	transforms	how	you	look	at	life	and	how	you	go	about	living	your	life.	It	
is	great	gain	to	know	God.	I	want	you	to	be	able	to	say	honestly,	with	all	seriousness,	
that	there	is	NOTHING	BETTER	than	knowing	God.	That’s	what	the	Apostle	Paul	said	in	
Philippians	3.	
	
Turn	in	your	Bibles	to	Philippians	3.	I	want	to	look	at	what	the	Apostle	Paul	had	to	say	
in	verses	7-10	regarding	how	greatly	he	treasured	knowing	Christ.		
	
Read	Philippians	3:7-10	
	
It	 is	without	 question	 that	 the	 Apostle	 Paul	 saw	 the	 enormous	 and	 endless	 value	 of	
knowing	Christ	Jesus	our	God.	Paul	says,	“I	count	everything	as	loss	because	of	the	
surpassing	worth	of	knowing	Christ	 Jesus	my	Lord.”	And	Jesus,	as	we	discover	in	
our	Bibles,	is	indisputably	God.		
	
Hebrews	1:3,	
	

He	is	the	radiance	of	the	glory	of	God	and	the	exact	imprint	of	his	nature,	and	he	
upholds	the	universe	by	the	word	of	his	power.		

	
There	is	nothing	that	Paul	holds	dearer	than	knowing	God.	Could	you	say	that?	Could	
you	 say	 that	 knowing	 God	 is	 better	 than	 accomplishing	 goals	 within	 your	 career?	

                                                
4 Packer, J.I. Knowing God. Intervarsity Press. 1973. pg.14 
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Knowing	God	is	better	than	feeling	important	in	front	of	others?	Knowing	God	is	better	
than	a	stress-free	life.	Knowing	God	is	better	than	having	a	healthy	body?	Knowing	God	
is	better	than	life	itself?	I’ll	be	straightforward	with	you…	it’s	not	always	an	immediate	
answer	of	“Yes,	knowing	God	is	better	than	everything	else.”	
	
Now,	are	there	moments	in	my	day,	or	seasons	of	my	life,	when	I’m	spiritually	alive	and	
passionately	pursuing	the	Lord,	wanting	nothing	more	than	to	know	Jesus	Christ,	and	
to	choose	Him	above	everything	else?	Yes.	Absolutely,	by	God’s	grace.	Some	of	you	are	
in	that	season	right	now.	But	the	spiritual	reality	for	many	of	us	is	that,	at	some	point,	
our	"one	thing"	of	greatest	value	is	not	actually	Jesus	Christ.		
	
We	need	to	be	aware	to	that,	crying	out	to	God	asking	for	His	help	and	His	strength.	Not	
trying	to	do	it	on	our	own	or	simply	wishing	that	things	will	change	within	us.	Because	
valuing	 Jesus	 is	 incredibly	 important	 and	 here’s	why:	whatever	 you	 value	 most	 is	
what	will	control	your	heart.		
	
And	 we	 can	 see	 from	 the	 example	 that	 Paul	 set,	 he	 values	 Christ.	 He	 gives	 us	 an	
incredible	glimpse	 into	what	 it	really	means	to	value	what	we	have	 in	knowing	Jesus	
Christ.	And	Paul	embodies	the	truth	of	the	parable	that	Jesus	tells	us	about	in	Matthew	
13.	Do	you	remember	when	Jesus	said	this?		
	

“The	kingdom	of	 heaven	is	 like	 treasure	hidden	 in	 a	 field,	which	 a	man	 found	
and	covered	up.	Then	in	his	 joy	he	goes	and	sells	all	 that	he	has	and	buys	that	
field.	~	Matthew	13:44	
	

Selling	all	you	have	with	joy,	in	order	to	have	the	treasure	of	the	kingdom,	is	a	parable-
way	of	saying:	count	everything	as	 loss	 in	order	 to	gain	Christ,	knowing	Him	
with	 an	 intimate	 knowledge.	 Paul’s	 knowledge	 of	 Christ	 was	 not	 just	 an	 intellectual	
knowledge	of	 facts,	but	a	personal	 closeness	 that	dramatically	 changed	 the	course	of	
his	life.	Paul’s	value	system	upon	coming	to	know	Christ	was	completely	flipped	upside	
down	to	the	point	that	there	was	NOTHING	more	important	to	him	than	gaining	Christ.		
	
In	verse	8	he	tells	us,	“For	his	sake	[for	Christ’s	sake]	I	have	suffered	the	loss	of	all	
things	and	count	them	as	rubbish	[or	as	the	KJV	says,	as	dung	–which	is	manure]	in	
order	that	I	may	gain	Christ.”	He	does	not	think	of	our	Lord	as	one	who	simply	lived	
centuries	ago,	or	as	one	who	dwells	far	from	us	in	the	clouds	of	heaven.		
	
I	think	it’s	too	easy	for	us	to	have	this	mentality	of	Paul	where	we	think	that	he’s	this	
super	human,	who	is	a	cut	far	above	everyone	else…	and	come	to	the	conclusion,	“Well,	
of	 course	 Paul	 would	 say	 something	 like	 that.	 He’s	 an	 Apostle.	 He	 was	 converted	 to	
Christianity	by	Jesus	calling	out	to	him	on	the	road	to	Damascus…	but	am	I	really	to	have	
this	all-encompassing	and	passionate	desire	 for	 Jesus	Christ,	and	to	count	everything	as	
loss	because	knowing	Christ	Jesus	is	better?”	
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Yes!	What	an	incredible	reality	that	God	can	be	known	BY	us.	And	we	must	know	Him!	
Not	as	a	stranger	that	we	visit	with	on	the	weekend,	but	as	our	Savior	and	as	Lord.	And	
that	we	know	Him	to	such	a	degree	it	reforms	our	affections,	our	thoughts,	and	actions	
to	always	 choose	Him.	That	when	 it	 comes	 to	 choosing	between	Christ	 and	anything	
else…	we	choose	Christ.	We	ought	to	count	all	things	as	rubbish	[or	as	dung/manure]	
in	comparison	to	knowing	God.		
	
That	even	if	Christ	brings	us	 into	a	crisis,	we	are	ready	and	resolved	in	our	hearts	to	
choose	Christ.	That	even	if	we	are	given	incredible	opportunities	that	only	this	world	
provides	[e.g.,	comfort,	entertainment,	public	recognition,	 financial	security],	 that	 if	 it	
comes	at	the	cost	of	possibly	drifting	away	from	Christ,	we	would	pass	it	up,	because	
He	is	precisely	too	valuable	to	us.	Counting	everything	as	loss	means	that	we	will	seek	
to	deal	with	the	things	of	this	world	in	a	way	that	show	that	they	are	not	our	treasure,	
but	rather	Christ	is	our	treasure.		
	
But	 the	 sad	 reality	 for	 far	 too	many	Christians	 is	 that	we	 see	God	 the	 Father,	 Christ	
Jesus	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	not	as	our	highest	treasure,	but	as	a	nice	addition	to	
this	 so	 called	 wonderful	 life.	 Many	 of	 us	 can	 state	 the	 gospel	 clearly,	 possibly	 even	
detect	when	someone	is	introducing	false	doctrine	that’s	contrary	to	the	Word	of	God.	
We	may	know	that	it	is	by	grace	alone	through	faith	alone	in	the	finished	work	of	Christ	
on	the	cross	that	our	salvation	is	accomplished.	
	
Yet	the	joy-filled,	passionate,	resolved	spirit	that	marks	those	who	have	known	God	is	
rare	 among	 us!5	Too	 many	 people	 play	 church	 and	 compartmentalize	 their	 lives	
thinking	that	Christianity	 is	a	Sunday	morning	activity.	They	check	off	the	box	on	the	
weekend,	attempt	to	live	morally	good	lives	for	the	rest	of	the	week,	but	there	is	very	
little	 dying	 to	 self,	 counting	 “everything	 as	 loss	 because	 of	the	 surpassing	 worth	
of	knowing	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.”	
	
One	 of	 the	 reasons	 that	 I	 believe	 that	 happens	 is	 because	 too	many	 people	 have	 an	
elementary	understanding	of	God.	They	are	walking	by	sight	and	NOT	by	faith.	
I	want	us	to	be	a	church	that	walks	by	faith.	Where	we	have	a	solid	faith	in	the	One	and	
True	God	of	the	universe.	You	see,	authentic	faith	in	God	changes	everything!	Look	at	
how	another	pastor	put	it,	[Art	Azurdia]	
	

Authentic	faith	is	not	merely	believing	in	God.	It	is	believing	God.	
	

He’s	saying	that	faith	goes	beyond	a	mere	acknowledgement	of	the	fact	that	there	is	a	
God.	It’s	believing,	with	your	whole	heart,	everything	that	there	is	to	know	about	God.	
It’s…	
	

                                                
5 Packer, J.I. Knowing God. Ideas taken from page 21.  
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Taking	God	at	his	word,	living	in	obedience	to	his	revelation	whatever	the	cost	
because	you	know	down	deep	 in	your	bones	 that	God	will	always	do	what	he	
says,	 that	 his	 speaking	 is	 his	 doing.	 It	 is	 an	 abiding	 assurance	 in	 God	 and	 his	
promises	that	animates	you	to	persevere	in	your	obedience	to	Him	
	
Do	you	wish	to	be	a	more	consistently	obedient,	steadily	persevering	Christian?	
A	 stronger	 Christian?	A	more	 courageous	 and	 outspoken	Christian?	Then	 you	
need	 to	 strengthen	 your	 faith!	 Your	 faith	 instinctively	 strengthens	 in	 direct	
proportion	to	the	expansion	of	the	object	of	your	faith!	
	
You	expand	your	understanding	of	 the	object	of	your	 faith	and	 faith	 itself	will	
obediently	follow.	Is	your	faith	weak?	It	is	owing	to	the	fact	that	you	don't	know	
the	 object	 of	 your	 faith	 well	 enough.	 But	 when	 Jesus	 Christ	 becomes	
progressively	 bigger,	 or	 better	 yet,	 your	 understanding	 of	 who	 he	 is	
progressively	conforms	to	reality,	your	faith	will	become	increasingly	stronger.6	
	

What	he	is	saying	here	is	that	as	you	come	to	know	God	to	a	greater	degree,	for	He	is	
the	object	of	our	faith,	as	you	come	to	know	Him,	your	faith	will	instinctively	increase.	
And	when	 I	 talk	 about	 knowing	 God,	 it’s	 not	 just	 adding	more	 facts	 to	 place	 on	 the	
bookshelves	 of	 your	mind.	 It’s	 coming	 in	 contact	 with	 the	 Living	Word	 of	 God,	 and	
seeking	to	humble	yourself	under	how	He	has	revealed	Himself.		
	
Over	the	course	of	this	series,	my	hope	is	that	you	would	discover	different	aspects	of	
our	great	God	that	you	are	unfamiliar	with.	That	we	would	uncover	theological	truths	
that	would	enable	you	to	see	how	big,	how	grand,	how	awesome	and	glorious	our	God	
truly	is.	And	as	you	come	to	understand	these	theological	truths,	that	you	would	seek	
to	have	your	heart	shaped	by	those	truths.		
	
But	 let	 me	 caution	 you,	 there	 is	 a	 temptation	 that	 we	 all	 face	 when	 we	 gain	 more	
insight	and	more	knowledge.	There’s	a	 temptation	to	become	more	conceited,	proud,	
and	arrogant.	Case	in	point,	when	I	was	in	Bible	college	it	was	inevitable	that	those	who	
debated	 and	 argued	 different	 theological	 points	 the	 most,	 were	 primarily	 incoming	
freshman.	I	don’t	think	it	had	a	whole	lot	to	do	with	their	age.	What	always	happened	
was	that	they	would	go	through	a	little	bit	of	Bible	classes,	learn	a	few	new	things,	and	
all	of	the	sudden	they	believe	they’re	expert	theologians.		
	
Their	knowledge	did	not	reshape	their	heart	but	only	puffed	up	their	head.	And	they	
thought	of	themselves	as	a	cut	above	those	whose	theological	ideas	seemed	unrefined	
and	inadequate	(1	Cor.	8:1).	As	J.I.	Packer	would	say,	
	

                                                
6 Devotion. Beautiful Eulogy. ft. Art Azurdia 
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There	can	be	no	spiritual	health	without	doctrinal	knowledge;	but	it	 is	equally	
true	 that	 there	 can	be	no	 spiritual	health	with	 it,	 if	 it	 is	 sought	 for	 the	wrong	
purpose	and	valued	by	the	wrong	standard.7	

	
So	we	must	 seek	 to	know	God,	but	we	must	 seek	 to	 come	 to	know	God	 for	 the	 right	
reason.	And	it’s	not	simply	to	gain	facts	and	information…	it’s	to	know	God.	He	is	the	
end;	is	the	point.	Knowing	Him	is	the	main	point	of	your	life!	He	is	the	chief	objective	of	
all	life.	Allow	me	to	point	out	a	passage	of	Scripture…		
	

For	from	him	and	through	him	and	for	him	are	all	things.	To	him	be	the	
glory	forever!	Amen.	(Romans	11:36)	
	

All	things	come	from	God	(we	don’t	have	our	beginning	in	nothingness,	but	in	Him);	all	
things	are	directed	by	God	(we	continue	to	live,	breath,	and	exist	because	of	God);	and	
all	things	are	for	His	praise	(God	is	the	One	who	is	to	be	glorified	forever!!).	We	are	not	
our	entity.	We	don’t	exist	for	our	own	individual	purposes	and	plans.	We	exist	for	God.		
	
*Other	passages	to	consider	~	1	Corinthians	6:20;	Revelation	4:11	
	
So	our	aim	in	setting	out	in	this	series	is	so	that	you	can	know	God	Himself	better,	and	
as	you	know	Him	better,	that	revolutionizes	your	enjoyment	of	Him.		
	
*It’s	 not	 knowledge	 for	 knowledge’s	 sake	 –	 it’s	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	
relationship.	In	a	similar	way	to	when	Laura	and	I	started	dating…	[SHOW	PICTURE]	
When	 Laura	 and	 I	 started	 dating	 I	 remember	 the	 two	 of	 writing	 love	 notes	 to	 each	
other	 every	 couple	 of	weeks.	We	were	 in	 college,	 saw	 each	 other	 everyday,	 but	 still	
enjoyed	occasionally	expressing	what	was	happening	in	our	lives	on	a	piece	of	paper	or	
in	 a	 card.	 Towards	 the	 beginning	 of	 our	 relationship,	 we	 didn’t	 really	 know	 how	 to	
conclude	a	letter	without	being	too	weird…		
	
I	wasn’t	going	to	draw	hearts	or	smiley	faces.	I	didn’t	feel	comfortable	yet	to	say,	“I	love	
you.”	So	we	would	always	conclude	those	letters	by	saying,	“I	can’t	wait	to	get	to	know	
you	better.”		
	
And	there’s	still	an	eagerness	within	me	to	this	day	to	get	to	know	my	wife	to	a	greater	
degree.	We’ve	been	married	for	16	years	and	there	are	plenty	of	things	for	me	to	still	
learn	and	discover	about	her.	There	should	be	a	deep-seated	curiosity	within	a	spouse	
to	know	the	one	that	they’re	married	to.	[GO	TO	BLANK	SLIDE]	
	
And	to	a	greater	degree,	there	should	be	a	deep-seated	curiosity	within	a	Christian	to	
know	God.		
	

                                                
7 Packer, J.I. Knowing God. pg. 17 
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So	 let	me	give	you	some	suggestions	as	 to	how	to	get	 the	most	out	of	 this	upcoming	
series	as	we	walk	through	different	attributes	of	God.		
	

§ Immerse	yourself	in	the	faith-arousing	Word	of	God.	
	
Over	the	course	of	each	sermon	there	will	be	a	number	of	passages	that	we	will	
look	at	and	study.	I’d	encourage	you	to	go	back	through	it	during	the	week	and	
read	it	again	for	yourself.	If	I	only	spend	time	on	a	small	portion	of	a	text	or	just	
one	verse,	take	the	time	to	read	the	fuller	context	and	devour	the	Word.		
	
“The	word	of	God	is	living	and	active,	sharper	than	any	two-edged	sword,	
piercing	 to	 the	 division	 of	 soul	 and	 of	 spirit,	 of	 joints	 and	 of	 marrow,	
and	discerning	the	thoughts	and	intentions	of	 the	heart.		And	no	creature	
is	hidden	from	his	sight,	but	all	are	naked	and	exposed	to	the	eyes	of	him	
to	whom	we	must	give	account.	(Heb.	4:12-13)	
	
Get	into	the	Word	on	your	own!		
	

§ Turn	what	you	learn	about	God	into	a	matter	for	meditation	before	God.	
§ Let	what	you	learn	lead	you	to	prayer	and	praise	to	God.8	

	
***BULLETIN	INSERTS***	
	
*I	don’t	want	to	be	a	casual	Christian	
	

I	don’t	want	to	be…	I	don’t	want	to	be	a	casual	Christian.	
I	don’t	want	to	live…	I	don’t	want	to	live	a	lukewarm	life.		
	

I	pray	that	this	would	be	the	cry	of	your	heart,	and	that	you	would	desire	to	know	God	
sincerely.	 That	 you	 would	 press	 into	 this	 study,	 take	 this	 insert,	 meditate	 upon	 the	
scripture	that	is	in	it,	answer	the	questions,	and	put	your	faith	into	action	as	you	seek	
to	worship	our	great	God	as	you	come	to	a	greater	understanding	of	Him.		
	
Let’s	pray.		

	

                                                
8 Packer, J.I. Knowing God. pg. 18 


