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This	is	going	to	hurt.	Have	you	ever	had	someone	tell	you	that	or	you’ve	said	that	to	
someone	 else?	 I’m	 sure	 that	 you	 have.	Many	 times	while	 growing	 up	 I	would	 get	
scrapes	and	cuts	from	doing	all	sorts	of	things	that	boys	do	while	growing	up.	And	it	
was	 inevitable	 that	 whenever	 I	 would	 get	 a	 really	 bad	 cut,	 my	 mom	 or	 my	 dad,	
would	 get	 the	 hydrogen	 peroxide	 out	 to	 disinfect	 the	 wound	 before	 covering	 the	
injury	up	with	a	bandage.			
	
If	 you’ve	 ever	 had	 peroxide	 or	 rubbing	 alcohol	 poured	 onto	 a	 cut,	 you	 know	 it	
doesn’t	 feel	 good.	 It	 stings.	 Sometime	 it	 hurts	 worse	 than	 the	 actually	 injury.	 So	
before	 it’s	 applied	 to	 the	 injury,	my	 parents	would	 usually	 give	 a	warning:	 this	 is	
going	to	hurt.	And	they	were	right.	They	would	pour	a	little	onto	the	open	cut	and	it	
burned!	
	
But	their	intentions	were	not	to	hurt	me	further.	They	knew	that	in	order	to	prevent	
an	infection	I	was	going	to	have	to	experience	a	little	bit	of	pain.		
	
You	see,	pain	 is	not	always	bad.	 It’s	not	something	 that	we	always	need	 to	escape	
from	and	in	fact,	sometimes,	it’s	exactly	what	we	need	in	order	to	get	better.	Today,	
we’re	going	to	be	looking	at	 letter	from	Jesus	that	is	sent	to	a	church	that	is	 in	the	
city	 of	 Smyrna.	 And	 this	 particular	 church	 is	 a	 church	 that	 is	 in	 the	 midst	 of	
experiencing	some	pain.		
	
Where	 they’re	 at,	 it	 is	 hard	 to	 live	 for	 Jesus	 Christ.	 The	 culture	 that	 they’re	
surrounded	by	is	opposed	to	the	gospel	of	Christ	and	they	want	nothing	to	do	with	
Christianity.	 And	 the	 people	 in	 their	 community	 are	 doing	 everything	 possible	 to	
intimidate,	discourage,	and	prevent	Christianity	from	flourishing	within	their	city.	
	
We’re	 going	 to	 see	 that	 Jesus	 sends	 them	 a	 letter	 where	 He	 says	 I	 know	what’s	
happening	in	your	church.	I	know	the	pain	that	you’re	experiencing	in	this	moment.	
But	 one	 of	 things	 that	 you	 will	 not	 hear	 Jesus	 say	 is	 that	 He’s	 going	 to	 stop	 the	
persecution.	He	never	 says	 that	once	or	 even	hints	 at	 the	 idea	 that	He	 is	 going	 to	
stop	the	pain	or	the	difficulty.		
	
And	He	honestly	tells	them	that	things	are	not	going	to	get	better	and	in	the	coming	
days	 things	 are	 going	 to	 get	 worse.	 Things	 are	 bad	 now,	 but	 be	 prepared	 because	
another	hardship	is	around	the	corner	and	Jesus	has	no	intention	to	stop	it.	But	as	we	
study	 this	 text	 this	 morning	 we	 have	 to	 ask	 ourselves	 the	 question	 “why.”	 Why	
doesn’t	Jesus	step	in	and	stop	the	pain	and	the	persecution.		
	
Jesus	is	all-powerful.	Nothing	or	no	one	can	overwhelm	and	even	compete	with	the	
strength	of	Jesus	Christ.	Colossians	1	clearly	defines	how	mighty	our	God	is.	Where	
told	in	verses	16	and	17	of	that	chapter,		
	

16	For	 by	him	 all	 things	 were	 created,	in	 heaven	 and	 on	 earth,	 visible	 and	
invisible,	whether	thrones	 or	dominions	 or	 rulers	 or	 authorities—all	 things	
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were	created	through	him	and	 for	him.	17	And	he	 is	before	all	 things,	and	 in	
him	all	things	hold	together.	
	

Jesus	 created	 everything	 in	 heaven	 and	 on	 earth;	 everything	 that	 is	 seen	 and	
everything	that	can’t	be	seen.	He	created	kings,	powers,	rulers	and	authorities.	And	
if	Jesus	wanted	the	persecution	to	stop	there	in	the	city	of	Smyrna,	He	could	simply	
give	the	word	and	it	would	have	been	over.	Jesus	could	dispatch	a	legion	of	angels	or	
send	hailstones	from	heaven	to	take	out	the	perpetrators.		
	
But	Jesus	doesn’t	do	that.	He	has	something	better	in	store	for	them.	And	there	are	
some	 important	 truths	 for	 us	 to	 discover	 within	 this	 letter	 when	 encountering	
persecution,	difficulty,	and	pain,	and	why	God	allows	it	to	come	into	our	own	lives	
from	time	to	time.		
	
So	if	you	have	your	Bibles	open	to	Revelation	2,	let’s	begin	by	reading	verse	8.		
	
Read	Revelation	2:8	–The	Introduction	
	
The	city	in	which	this	church	reside,	the	city	of	Smyrna,	is	well	known	for	its	beauty	
and	 its	 community	 pride.	 Smyrna	 was	 a	 profitable	 city	 economically,	 perfectly	
located	on	gulf	of	the	Aegean	Sea,	which	helped	with	importing	and	exporting	goods.	
They	had	deep	connections	and	loyalties	to	Rome,	and	even	had	a	temple	within	the	
city	that	was	dedicated	to	the	worship	of	Rome.		
	
The	 letter	 that	 is	 to	 the	 church	 that	 is	within	 this	 city,	 it	 begins	 like	 all	 the	 other	
letters	begin.	It	tells	us	right	from	the	start	who	 is	sending	the	letter.	And	this	was	
very	customary	for	any	letter	in	that	time	period,	for	the	writer	to	identify	himself	or	
herself	at	the	beginning.	Today,	when	we	write	a	letter,	or	more	likely,	an	email,	we	
place	our	name	at	the	end.	But	no	so	in	ancient	times,	we	get	to	know	who	is	sending	
it	from	the	start.		
	
And	it	starts	off	by	telling	us	that	it	is	“the	first	and	the	last,	who	died	and	came	to	
life.”	This	is	the	glorified,	exalted	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	We	know	that	for	sure	because	
this	 is	being	pulled	 from	Revelation	1,	specifically	 in	verse	18.	We	 looked	at	 those	
verses	a	few	weeks	ago	where	the	Apostle	John	told	us	of	being	in	the	presence	of	
the	Glorified	Christ.	And	Christ	gives	a	description	of	Himself,	and	then	uses	those	
pieces	of	 that	description	 in	opening	of	each	of	 these	seven	 letters	 in	Revelation	2	
and	3.		
	
Jesus	begins	by	calling	Himself	“the	first	and	the	last.”	This	is	an	Old	Testament	title	
for	God.	With	it	being	used	here	it	 is	declaring	Jesus	Christ’s	equality	with	God	the	
Father.	 Jesus	 is	 the	eternal,	 infinite	God,	who	already	existed	when	all	 things	were	
created,	 and	 who	 will	 continue	 to	 exist	 after	 everything	 fades	 away.	 Jesus	
transcends	and	goes	far	beyond	all	time,	space,	and	creation.	He	is	the	first	and	the	
last.		
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But	He	 is	also	 the	one	 “who	died	and	came	 to	 life.”	This	 is	 remarkable,	and	at	 the	
same	time,	a	deep	mystery.	Like,	how	can	the	One	who	stands	above	time,	space,	and	
all	of	history…	die?		
	
Well,	the	Apostle	Peter	answers	that	by	saying,	
	

For	Christ	also	suffered	once	for	sins,	the	righteous	for	the	unrighteous,	that	
he	might	bring	us	to	God,	being	put	to	death	in	the	flesh	but	made	alive	in	the	
spirit.	–1	Peter	3:18	
	

Jesus	died	in	His	incarnate	humanness	(Jesus	took	on	human	flesh	when	He	came	to	
this	earth)	and	then	was	nailed	to	the	cross	as	the	perfect	sacrifice	for	sin,	but	now,	
has	 come	 to	 life	 by	 his	 resurrection,	 and	 as	 Revelation	 1:18	 says,	 He	 is	 alive	
forevermore.	Never	again	will	He	die.		
	
And	 Jesus,	 when	 He	 writes	 these	 letters	 to	 each	 one	 of	 these	 churches,	 He	 uses	
descriptions	 of	 Himself	 that	 that	 particular	 church	 needs	 to	 hear	 concerning	 the	
exact	situation	that	the	church	is	walking	through.	We	saw	that	last	week	with	the	
church	in	Ephesus,	and	we	see	it	again	here	with	the	church	in	Smyrna.		
	
Knowing	that	this	church	is	facing	some	difficult	days,	Jesus	reminds	them	that	He	is	
far	 above	 momentary,	 earthly	 matters…	 But	 not	 far	 above,	 in	 the	 sense	 that	 He	
doesn’t	care.	For	Christ	 is	deeply	concerned	with	His	people	and	what	 takes	place	
here	on	 this	earth.	But	He’s	 reminding	 them	 to	 look	at	 the	bigger	picture.	 Jesus	 is	
seeing	 things	 through	 from	 the	 very	 beginning	 and	 He	 is	 in	 control	 all	 the	 way	
through	to	the	very	end.		
	
And	the	believers	in	this	church,	and	really	any	believer	in	Jesus	Christ	in	any	time	
and	any	place,	ought	to	be	encouraged	that	through	our	union	with	Christ,	 that	no	
matter	 what	 we	 walk	 through,	 we	 walk	 through	 it	 with	 the	 One	 who	 conquered	
death	 right	 by	 our	 side.	 And	 this	 is	 encouraging	 to	 the	 Smyrna	 Church,	 because	
they’re	facing	some	hard	times.	
	
Revelation	2:9	–The	Situation	
	
Jesus	 is	 fully	 aware	 of	what	 is	 happening	here.	He	begins	 by	 saying	 “I	 know	your	
tribulations.”	The	word	tribulation	literally	means	“pressure.”	And	if	I	were	to	walk	
over	here	and	place	hand	on	Alan’s	shoulder,	and	begin	to	push	down,	he	is	going	to	
begin	 to	 feel	 some	 pressure.	 And	 the	 church	 in	 Smyrna	 they	 are	 feeling	 some	
pressure	due	to	their	faithfulness	to	Jesus	Christ.	
	
As	I	told	you	already,	the	city	in	which	this	church	resides	loves	Rome.	The	city	was	
leading	 center	 for	 the	 cult	 of	 emperor	 worship.	 And	 everyone	 in	 the	 city	 was	 to	
worship	 the	 Emperor	 of	 Rome	 for	 they	 believed	 he	 was	 a	 god.	 Christians	 are	 to	
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cheerfully	submit	to	the	governing	authorities,	that	is,	until	those	authorities	begin	
enforcing	 anything	 that	 goes	 against	 Scripture.	 And	 that	 is	 what	 is	 happening	 in	
Smyrna.		
	
Christians	are	refusing	to	worship	the	emperor	as	well	as	the	mix	of	the	other	false	
gods	 that	 were	 included	 within	 the	 city.	 And	 because	 the	 church’s	 refusal	 to	
participate	 with	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 city,	 these	 people	 were	 put	 under	 great	 pressure	
from	everyone	around	them.		
	
I	 think	we	all	understand	what	 it’s	 like	 to	experience	some	 form	of	peer	pressure.	
The	vast	majority	of	people	are	living	their	life	in	one	particular	way.	All	their	social	
events,	all	their	economic	and	business	activities,	and	family	events	revolved	around	
pagan	worship,	 and	 since	 these	Christians	were	 refusing	 to	participate,	 they	were	
looked	at	as	antisocial	snobs.		
	
They	were	unwilling	 to	 conform	 to	 the	 society	around	 them,	and	due	 to	 that	 they	
facing	 tribulation,	 suffering,	 pressure.	 But	 it	 wasn’t	 just	 coming	 from	 those	
participating	who	were	worshiping	Rome	and	other	 false	gods;	 it	was	also	coming	
from	the	Jews.		
	
These	are	a	group	of	people	that	followed	the	Old	Testament	but	refused	to	believe	
that	 Jesus	was	the	Messiah,	 that	 Jesus	was	the	Christ.	 It	says	there	 in	verse	8,	 that	
they	are	being	slandered	by	“those	who	say	 that	 they	are	 Jews	and	are	not.”	 Jesus	
makes	 a	 strong	 statement	 about	 these	 people	 as	He	 declares	 that	 they’re	 not	 just	
slightly	wrong	in	their	understanding	of	God,	they	are	way	off	base,	and	are	actually	
serving	Satan.		
	
These	Jews	are	determined	to	destroy	this	little	church	in	Smyrna.	They	think	they	
have	the	upper	hand	in	their	knowledge	of	God,	and	how	one	should	go	about	living	
their	lives,	but	in	reality	they’re	just	tools	in	the	hands	of	Satan.	And	they’re	bringing	
harm	to	this	church	by	slandering	them.	
	
More	than	likely	their	 looking	to	divert	attention	away	from	themselves	so	they’re	
reporting	 these	 Christians	 to	 the	 government	 officials	 and	 saying,	 “Look	 at	 those	
people.	They’re	not	worshipping	your	gods.	They’re	not	participating	in	your	temples.	
They’re	a	nuisance	to	our	society.”	The	 Jews	had	gotten	a	pass	 from	 the	Romans	 in	
order	to	be	excused	from	the	various	temple	worshipping,	but	the	Christians	hadn’t	
and	it	gave	the	Jews	an	opportunity	to	make	life	a	little	bit	harder.		
	
And	 as	 you	 can	 imagine	 with	 the	 Christians	 being	 outsiders,	 with	 them	 facing	
persecution	 from	multiple	 sides,	 it	was	 difficult	 for	 them	 to	make	 a	 decent	 living.	
And	Jesus	says,	I	see	that	too.	I	know	your	poverty.	Many	of	the	believers	in	Smyrna	
were	probably	slaves,	but	regardless	if	they	were	or	not,	none	of	them	had	a	lot	of	
material	wealth.	And	if	they	did,	it	was	certainly	lost	while	facing	tribulation.		
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But	even	as	difficult	 as	 things	were,	 Jesus	 says	you’re	not	 really	poor.	You’re	 rich.	
You’ve	 got	 what’s	 important.	 You’ve	 remained	 faithful	 to	 me.	 You’ve	 never	
abandoned	the	love	that	you	had	at	first.	Although	there’s	not	a	lot	to	account	for	in	
your	 bank	 account,	 you’re	 rich	 because	 you	 have	 what	 really	 matters.	 You	 have	
salvation,	holiness,	grace,	mercy,	peace	with	God,	peace	within,	fellowship	with	God,	
fellowship	 with	 other	 believers,	 a	 compassionate	 Savior,	 you	 know	 the	 Almighty	
God,	the	One	that	you	will	spend	eternity	with.	What	more	can	you	ask	for?		
	
And	this	church	 in	Smyrna	characterizes	 the	spiritual	richness	of	 faithful	suffering	
churches	throughout	history.	Where	they	may	not	have	a	ministry	from	the	outside	
looking	 in	 that	 you	would	 be	 all	 that	 impressed	 by	 (they	 don’t	 have	money,	 or	 a	
large	congregation,	or	multiple	pastors	on	staff,	 they	don’t	have	hundred	different	
ministry	opportunities),	but	they’re	faithful	to	the	Lord.		
	
Unlike	most	of	 the	other	 letters	 to	 the	 church,	 Jesus	has	nothing	bad	 to	 say	about	
them.	Five	of	the	Seven	letters	that	Jesus	sends,	He	has	some	type	of	rebuke	for	the	
church.	We	saw	that	last	week	with	the	church	in	Ephesus	were	Jesus	said,	“I	have	
this	 against	 you,	 that	 you	 have	 abandoned	 the	 love	 you	 had	 first.”	 But	 you	 look	
through	the	letter	to	the	church	in	Smyrna…	nothing.		
		
They’ve	done	nothing	wrong,	or	at	least,	nothing	that	Jesus	wants	to	point	at	and	say	
that	they	need	to	repent	of.	They	have	been	faithful.	Things	have	been	hard,	and	as	
we	read	the	next	verse,	Jesus	tells	them	that	things	are	going	to	get	harder.		
	
Read	Revelation	2:10	–	The	Coming	Affliction	
	
As	if	things	weren’t	hard	enough	already.	They	are	already	suffering	and	Jesus	says	
there’s	more	suffering	on	 its	way.	He	says	 that	some	of	you	within	 the	church	are	
going	to	be	carried	off	to	prison.	And	you	can’t	think	of	prison	in	the	same	terms	that	
we	think	of	today.		
	
We	think	prison,	and	think	of	someone	who	has	committed	a	crime	and	they	need	to	
stay	 locked	 up	 for	 a	 certain	 length	 of	 time	 and	 if	 they’re	 crime	 isn’t	 too	 bad,	
eventually	they’ll	be	released.	Romans	didn’t	use	their	prisons	like	that.	If	you	were	
going	 to	 prison,	 they	were	 either	 going	 to	 use	 that	 time	while	 they	 had	 to	 you	 to	
intimidate/persuade	 to	 never	 do	 again	 what	 they	 had	 arrested	 you	 for.	 That	
persuasion	was	never	just	a	stern	talking	to.		
	
They	were	 going	 to	 intimidate	 you,	 or	 they	were	 simply	 holding	 you	 until	 a	 trial	
could	be	arrange,	or	they	were	holding	you	until	they	executed	you.	Going	to	prison	
is	 never	 good,	 but	 when	 you	 go	 to	 Roman	 prison,	 there’s	 a	 high	 likelihood	 that	
you’re	not	walking	out	of	there	alive.		
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And	 I	 guess	 that	 the	10	days	 that	 is	 referenced	here	 could	mean	 that	 they	will	be	
released	 in	10	days	 from	prison.	But	 it	also	could	mean	that	at	 the	end	of	10	days	
they	will	be	put	to	death.		
	
Jesus	gives	two	commands	in	this	verse.	He	says,	“Do	not	fear	what	you	are	about	to	
suffer”	and	“be	faithful	unto	death.”	What	is	ahead	for	them	is	approaching	quickly	
and	there’s	no	way	to	avoid	it.	Don’t	cringe	in	fear.	Don’t	panic	about	what	is	going	
to	happen.	 Jesus	says,	trust	me.	Remain	faithful	to	me	regardless	of	what	happens.	
Be	faithful,	even	if	they	take	your	life,	because	this	life	isn’t	everything.		
	
Like	the	Psalmist	says	in	Psalm	46,	that	even	if	the	earth	starts	falling	apart,	don’t	be	
afraid.		
	

1God	 is	 our	refuge	 and	 strength,	 a	 very	present	help	 in	trouble.	 2	Therefore	
we	will	not	fear	though	the	earth	gives	way,	though	the	mountains	be	moved	
into	the	 heart	 of	 the	 sea,	 3	though	its	 waters	 roar	 and	 foam,	 though	 the	
mountains	tremble	at	its	swelling.		

	
How	do	 you	not	 be	 afraid	when	 it	 looks	 like	 your	whole	world	 is	 tumbling	 down	
around	 you?	How	do	 you	 not	 panic	when	 there’s	 pain	 lurking	 around	 the	 corner,	
and	you’re	 living	with	uncertainty,	 and	 life	has	become	extremely	uncomfortable?	
That’s	 only	 possible	when	 you	 trust	 that	 God	 has	 everything	 under	 control,	 even	
when	it	looks	like	from	your	perspective	that	everything	is	out	of	control.		
	
This	is	something	that	we	need	to	think	long	and	hard	about	in	our	own	lives	and	in	
our	own	church.		
	
I	was	thinking	about	this	myself	as	I	read	through	this	and	began	studying	this,	and	a	
question	that	just	kept	popping	up	in	my	mind	was,	“Jesus,	why	don’t	you	just	step	
in	 and	 stop	 this?	Haven’t	 they	 experienced	 enough?	They’ve	done	 everything	 that	
you’ve	asked	them	to	do,	they’ve	done	everything	that	you’ve	commanded	them	to	
do.	 They	 are	 under	 a	 tremendous	 amount	 of	 pressure	 already	 and	 yet	 there’s	
pressure	coming.	Why	don’t	you	rescue	them?”		
	
But	as	I	thought	about	it	more,	I	came	to	the	conclusion	that	this	is	the	reason	why	
Jesus	 doesn’t	 have	 anything	 bad	 to	 say	 to	 the	 church.	 Suffering,	 persecution,	
tribulation…	they	play	such	an	important	role	in	refining	church	and	in	making	the	
church	pure.	And	the	worst	thing	that	could	happen	in	the	moment	of	tribulation	is	
to	be	rescued	out	of	it.		
	
I	called	one	of	my	professor’s	 from	college	this	past	week	(and	many	of	you	know	
who	he	is	because	he	spoke	at	our	church	last	August,	his	name	is	Dwight	Peterson).	
I	wanted	 to	 talk	 to	him	about	 a	 story	 that	he	once	 told.	He	 told	me	a	 story	 about	
when	he	was	an	adult	and	serving	in	a	church	in	Indiana.	Some	of	the	people	in	the	
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congregation	had	heard	that	his	parents	were	town	and	were	curious	to	see	if	they	
could	just	ask	a	few	questions.		
	
These	were	parents	themselves	in	the	midst	of	raising	teenagers,	and	they	had	seen	
that	Dwight	had	grown	to	adulthood	along	with	his	other	siblings,	and	all	of	 them	
were	faithfully	serving	the	Lord.	So	the	question	was	asked	of	Dwight’s	parent’s,	do	
you	have	any	insights	for	us?	Do	you	have	any	words	of	wisdom	that	you	can	pass	
along	 to	young	parents	who	are	 seeking	 to	 raise	godly	 children?	What	did	you	do	
that	was	helpful	in	the	raising	of	your	kids?		
	
And	the	first	answer	from	Dwight’s	dad,	“I	let	them	suffer.”		
	
On	 first	 hearing	 that	 you	might	 cringe,	 and	 you	might	 go,	 “What?!”	 You	 let	 them	
suffer.	Now	hear	this,	he	was	not	saying	that	he	made	them	suffer,	and	that	he	was	
inventing	ways.	That	is	not	what	he	was	saying.		
	
He	knew	as	a	dad,	that	God	was	going	to	bring	certain	moments	of	difficulty	into	his	
children’s	life	and	the	worst	thing	that	he	could	do	was	step	in	and	rescue	them	from	
every	painful	experience	that	would	ever	come	their	way.	Now,	there’s	a	great	level	
of	discernment	that	needs	to	take	place,	and	you	don’t	 let	every	obstacle	 fall	upon	
your	 child.	 But	 if	 the	 goal	 is	 godliness,	 if	 the	 aim	 is	 to	 be	more	 Christlike,	 if	 our	
intention	is	to	grow	towards	maturity…	suffering	is	part	of	the	equation.		
	
That	is	why	James	says,	
	

2	Count	it	all	joy,	my	brothers,	when	you	meet	trials	of	various	kinds,	3	for	you	
know	 that	the	 testing	 of	 your	 faith	produces	 steadfastness.	 (a	 strength	 to	
keep	 moving	 on)	4	And	 let	 steadfastness	 have	 its	 full	 effect,	 that	 you	 may	
be	perfect	and	complete,	lacking	in	nothing.	

	
And	the	Apostle	Paul	would	say	in	Romans	5,	
	

We	rejoice	 in	 our	 sufferings,	 knowing	 that	 suffering	produces	
endurance,	4	and	 endurance	 produces	 character,	 and	 character	 produces	
hope,	5	and	hope	 does	 not	 put	 us	 to	 shame,	 because	 God's	 love	has	 been	
poured	into	our	hearts	through	the	Holy	Spirit	who	has	been	given	to	us.	
	

Suffering	 is	 step	 one	 towards	 growth.	 Suffering	 and	pain	 is	 something	 that	we	 all	
experience,	but	if	you	are	a	person	is	always	running	from	it	or	is	sheltered	from	it,	
you	 are	 missing	 out	 on	 an	 opportunity	 to	 grow	 in	 Christlikeness.	 Persecution,	
suffering,	 tribulation	 is	 not	 always	 an	 obstacle	 to	 be	 avoided,	 and	 in	 fact	may	 be	
exactly	 what	 God	 is	 giving	 you,	 by	 His	 grace,	 in	 order	 to	 produce	 within	 you	 a	
character	that	brings	glory	to	His	name	and	shapes	you	into	the	image	of	His	Son.		
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I	know	that	many	of	you,	if	you	were	asked,	about	the	times	that	you	saw	significant	
growth	 in	 your	 life,	 you	 would	 point	 towards	 difficult	 times,	 you	 would	 point	
towards	the	times	where	it	was	really	hard,	and	even	where	you	were	hurt	deeply.	
Not	that	you	want	to	go	back	towards	the	pain,	but	that	you	know	that	God	does	a	
significant	and	unique	work	within	you	during	times	of	tribulation,	and	if	you	were	
rescued	out	of	your	pain/suffering,	you	would	have	been	shortchanging	the	process	
of	the	work	that	God	is	doing	in	your	life.		
	
And	 we	 don’t	 want	 that.	 For	 if	 your	 desire	 is	 to	 take	 steps	 towards	 maturity,	
suffering	will	be	used	 in	order	to	help	you	progress.	So	when	difficulty	does	come	
your	way,	and	it	will,	 that	 is	 inevitable	 for	all	of	us	 in	a	broken	world,	but	when	it	
does	come,	you	must	pray.		
	
But	don’t	 let	your	first	prayer	be,	“God,	take	this	away.”	Make	your	first	prayer	be,	
“God,	make	me	more	like	Christ.	Use	this	situation	that	I’m	going	through	to	shape	
me	more	into	the	image	of	your	Son.”		
	
In	our	suffering	we	have	the	opportunity	to	join	in	the	affliction	with	Christ.	And	the	
first	century	church	was	well	aware	of	that.	The	people	in	Smyrna,	as	difficult	as	it	
was,	were	privileged	to	know	Jesus	Christ,	and	they	gained	a	deeper	understanding	
of	Him	as	they	shared	in	Jesus’	suffering.	And	as	they	walked	through	the	tribulation	
that	was	to	come,	Jesus	was	assuring	them	that	through	their	faithfulness	they	won’t	
be	hurt	by	the	2nd	death.		
	
Look	at	the	last	verse	in	the	letter.	
	
Read	Revelation	2:11	–The	Encouragement	
	
All	who	overcomes,	all	those	who	have	placed	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	will	not	be	
hurt	by	 the	 second	death.	Though	believers	may	be	hurt	by	 the	 first	death,	which	
would	be	 their	physical	death,	 they	will	not	be	hurt	by	 the	second	death,	which	 is	
eternal	damnation	in	hell.		
	
The	persecuted,	suffering	little	church	in	Smyrna	stands	as	a	testimony	for	all	to	see	
of	 a	body	of	believers	who	 stood	 strong	under	a	 tremendous	amount	of	pressure,	
and	 yet	 remained	 faithful	 to	 the	 end.	 They	 endured	 the	 pain,	 but	 at	 this	 very	
moment	are	reaping	the	benefits	of	being	in	the	presence	of	Jesus	Christ.	There	is	no	
greater	joy	than	that!	
	
Don’t	run	 from	the	 tribulation.	 It	may	hurt.	But	 for	 those	who	conquer	 there	 is	an	
everlasting	 joy	 that	 is	 awaiting	us.	 For	 there	 is	 coming	day	 that	we	will	 be	 in	 the	
presence	of	Jesus!		
	
	


