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What	 qualities	make	up	 a	 good	 church?	 Several	 years	 ago	with	 our	 students	 on	 a	
Sunday	night,	I	asked	them	that	question.	What	qualities	make	up	a	good	church?	I	
then	 had	 them	 get	 together	 in	 groups	 and	 write	 out	 a	 description	 of	 what	 they	
thought	would	be	the	perfect	church.	Some	of	their	ideas	were	crazy;	an	auditorium	
filled	with	massage	chairs	and	a	waterslide	that	went	into	the	baptismal.	But	many	
of	 their	 ideas	were	more	realistic	as	 they	believed	 it	was	essential	 that	 the	church	
had	solid	biblical	teaching	and	ministries	to	each	age	group	within	the	church.		
	
But	what	would	 you	 say?	 If	 you	were	 to	 put	 together	 a	 list	 of	 the	 perfect	 church,	
what	would	make	 it	onto	your	 list?	 1A	well-rounded	ministry	 to	 the	whole	 family,	
2solid	 teaching	 that	 is	 relevant	 to	your	 life,	 3biblical	 teaching	 that	centers	on	 Jesus	
Christ,	4ministries	that	are	reaching	out	into	the	community	and	into	the	world	that	
you	can	get	 involved	 in,	 5a	high	quality	music	ministry,	 6a	demonstration	of	 godly	
and	effective	leadership,	7a	group	of	friendly	people…	The	list	could	be	endless.		
	
We’re	 in	 Revelation	 2	 today.	 This	 morning	 we’re	 going	 to	 see	 the	 letter	 that	 is	
addressed	to	the	church	in	the	city	of	Ephesus	and	from	the	outside	looking	in,	this	
church	looks	perfect.	They	look	like	they’re	doing	everything	that	they’re	supposed	
to	be	doing.	The	church	in	Ephesus	has	a	 lot	of	 things	that	you	would	put	on	your	
list;	 they’re	 hard	 working,	 they’re	 going	 facing	 persecution	 but	 they’re	 doing	 it	
patience	and	they’re	unwilling	to	give	in	to	the	pressures	around	them.	This	church	
is	confronting	sin	and	they’re	passionate	about	the	truth.		
	
This	church	looks	really	really	good…	but	when	we	read	this	you	will	discover	that	
there’s	a	problem;	a	big	problem.	For	this	church	is	doing	a	lot	of	the	right	things	but	
they’re	not	doing	it	for	the	right	reasons.	So	Jesus	sends	a	letter	to	them	to	address	
the	issue	that	is	within	this	congregation.	
	
And	if	you	haven’t	been	here	for	the	last	several	weeks	or	if	this	is	your	first	time	at	
Cornerstone,	 let	 me	 catch	 you	 up	 on	 where	 we’ve	 been	 for	 the	 past	 two	 weeks	
before	we	dive	into	the	second	chapter	of	Revelation.	I	don’t	want	you	to	be	lost	as	
we	talk	about	this	letter	to	the	Ephesian	church.	So	Revelation	one	begins	with	the	
Apostle	John	receiving	a	message	from	God.		
	
John	has	been	exiled	to	 the	 island	of	Patmos	on	account	of	his	 testimony	for	 Jesus	
Christ	when	he	gets	 the	 incredible	opportunity	 to	see	 Jesus	 face	 to	 face.	The	same	
Jesus	 that	 John	walked	on	 this	earth	with	during	 Jesus’	 earthly	ministry	 is	now	 in	
heaven	and	He’s	giving	John	a	responsibility.	John	is	told	to	write	down	everything	
that	he	sees	and	then	send	it	along	to	seven	churches.	These	churches	are	going	to	
get	 an	 understanding	 of	what	 is	 going	 to	 take	 place	 in	 the	 years	 ahead,	 but	more	
personally	they	are	going	to	be	reminded	that	God	is	in	complete	control	throughout	
every	circumstance.		
	
That	in	the	midst	of	great	triumph	God	is	there,	He	is	active	and	engaged	with	what	
is	 going	 on.	 But	 also	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 great	 difficulty	 and	 even	 in	 the	 midst	 of	
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persecution,	God	is	working	for	His	own	glory.	In	Revelation	1,	we	are	given	the	big	
picture	of	God’s	complete	control	over	everything.	But	as	we	move	into	Revelation	2	
Jesus	 narrows	 His	 focus	 onto	 individual	 churches	 and	 addresses	 each	 of	 them	
personally.		
	
Now	some	have	 looked	at	 these	 letters	and	have	believed	 that	 they	are	 simply	an	
allegory	 or	 a	 metaphor	 and	 are	 simply	 used	 to	 illustrate	 how	 churches	 are	 to	
conduct	themselves	in	a	way	that	honors	the	Lord.	But	I	don’t	believe	that	to	be	true.	
Considering	that	these	were	real	cities	in	close	proximity	to	where	John	was	exiled,	
but	also	within	these	letters	Jesus	will	mention	specific	activities	that	are	going	on	
within	these	congregations	that	lead	me	to	believe	that	they	are	far	more	than	just	
metaphors.		
	
And	 although	 these	 letters	 are	 addressed	 to	 individual	 churches,	 we	 get	 the	
opportunity	 to	 look	through	their	mail	and	see	what	 Jesus	has	 to	say	 to	 them.	For	
what	 Jesus	 says	 to	each	one	of	 these	 churches	 is	very	applicable	 to	us.	And	as	we	
read	through	these	letters	we	should	be	asking	ourselves,	to	what	extent	does	their	
situation	fit	our	church?	As	we	the	letters	to	these	churches	we	should	be	evaluating	
our	own	church;	in	the	areas	that	they’re	weak,	are	we	weak	too?	In	the	areas	where	
they’re	strong,	is	that	an	area	of	strength	in	our	church	as	well?		
	
These	 letters	 are	 not	 just	meant	 as	 an	 encouragement	 or	 a	 rebuke	 for	 the	 church	
that	 would	 originally	 receive	 them,	 but	 also	 for	 our	 church	 today.	 We	 want	 our	
church	 to	mature.	We	want	our	church	 to	be	one	 that	honors	 the	Lord.	And	 these	
letters	are	a	great	way	to	think	through	the	health	of	our	own	church	for	I	have	no	
desire	for	our	church	to	simply	 look	good	 but	 for	Cornerstone	Bible	Church	 to	be	a	
body	of	believers	that	sincerely	is	being	what	God	has	called	us	to	be	and	doing	what	
God	has	called	us	to	do.		
	
So	as	we	begin	looking	at	this	letter,	I	encourage	you	to	evaluate	our	church.	But	not	
an	 evaluation	 as	 an	 outsider	 looking	 in.	 For	 if	 you	 are	 part	 of	 this	 body	 (you	
regularly	 attend	here,	 you	would	 consider	Cornerstone	your	 church),	 you	need	 to	
evaluate	 your	 own	 heart	 in	 this.	 And	 if	we	 are	 going	 to	 be	 a	 healthy	 church	 as	 a	
whole,	 each	one	of	us	must	be	 thinking	 through	where	our	own	heart	 is	 at	 as	we	
listen	to	Jesus	communicate	with	these	seven	churches.		
	
Well,	 let’s	go	ahead	and	begin	 looking	at	 the	 first	 letter,	 the	 letter	to	the	church	 in	
Ephesus.		
	
Read	Revelation	2:1	The	Introduction	
	
…	stop	there.	
	
(Think	 about	 this	 for	 a	moment)	 I	 could	 only	 imagine	what	 it	would	be	 like	 for	 a	
church	to	gather	together	for	worship	and	for	the	one	that	is	leading	the	church	to	
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let	everyone	know	that	they’ve	received	a	letter	from	the	Apostle	John.	And	they	all	
knew	who	the	Apostle	John	was.	Especially	the	church	in	Ephesus,	it	wasn’t	a	distant	
knowledge,	where	 they	only	knew	of	him.	No,	 for	 they	knew	him	personally	as	he	
was	 intimately	 involved	 within	 their	 church.	 They’ve	 missed	 their	 friend,	 their	
pastor,	and	their	leader	ever	since	he	had	been	sent	away	to	Patmos	for	his	faith.	So	
I’d	assume	there’s	a	level	excitement	when	the	word	gets	out	that	he’s	sent	them	a	
letter.		
	
They’re	 captivated	 as	 they	 listen	 to	 Revelation	 chapter	 one	 read	 aloud	 in	 their	
gathering.	Their	good	friend	the	Apostle	John	has	seen	the	glorified	Christ	in	heaven!	
How	amazing	is	that?!		
	
And	 then	 they	 hear	 the	 words,	 “To	 the	 angel	 of	 the	 church	 in	 Ephesus…”	 Their	
specific	 church	 is	 being	 addressed.	 No	 one	 is	 daydreaming	 at	 this	 point	 in	 the	
reading,	no	one	is	distracted,	no	one	is	getting	up	to	refill	their	coffee…	Everyone’s	
undivided	attention	is	on	the	words	that	are	being	read.		
	
This	 letter	 begins	 by	 giving	 an	 introduction	 to	 who	 is	 sending	 the	 letter.	 And	 all	
seven	letters	begin	the	same	way	and	all	seven	letters	follow	the	same	pattern.	Here	
we	see	that	angel,	who	is	simply	a	messenger	from	God,	is	being	told	to	write.	And	I	
believe	that	the	inclusion	of	an	angel	is	a	reminder	that	there	are	divine	forces	that	
are	at	work	within	the	church.	
	
And	 then	 what	 is	 read	 next	 is	 a	 description	 of	 the	 glorified	 Christ.	 This	 is	 a	
description	that	was	given	in	Revelation	chapter	one.	And	this	description	reveals	to	
the	 Ephesian	 church	 exactly	 what	 they	 need	 to	 hear	 about	 Jesus	 Christ.	 For	 the	
seven	 stars	 is	 a	 reference	 to	 the	 angels	 of	 the	 seven	 churches,	 and	 the	 seven	
lampstands	are	a	reference	to	the	seven	churches.	
	
And	Jesus	says,	I’m	holding	those	stars	in	my	right	hand	and	I’m	walking	in	the	midst	
of	those	lampstands…	I	am	the	One	that	is	in	control	of	the	church	and	I’m	sending	a	
letter	that	is	specifically	addressed	to	you.	Listen	up.		
	
And	what	Jesus	does	next	is	He	commends	this	church.	And	like	I	already	said,	the	
church	in	Ephesus	is	doing	some	really	great	things	and	Jesus	compliments	them	for	
some	of	the	things	that	He	sees.	We	can	see	that	as	we	read	verses	2	and	3.	
	
Read	Revelation	2:2-3,6	The	Commendation		
	
Jesus	knows	the	intimate	details	of	every	single	one	of	His	churches	and	He	begins	
by	saying,	“I	know	your	works.”	He	has	a	perfect	knowledge	of	all	the	things	that	the	
Ephesian’s	have	gotten	 involved	 in	over	 the	years.	 Jesus	begins	by	acknowledging	
their	“toil.”		
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These	Ephesians	weren’t	slackers.	The	word	toil	expresses	labor	to	the	point	of	sweat	
and	 exhaustion.	 It	 describes	 an	 all-out	 effort	 where	 the	 Ephesian’s	 were	 giving	
everything	 that	 they	 had	 –physically,	 mentally,	 and	 emotionally.	 This	 group	 of	
believers	were	diligent	workers	for	the	cause	of	Christ.	They	were	not	content	to	sit	
on	 the	 sidelines,	 or	 they	 didn’t	 show	 up	 to	 the	 gathering	 of	 the	 church	 to	 be	
entertained…	 No.	 They	 lived	 in	 an	 area	 that	 was	 entrenched	 in	 paganism.	 The	
culture	around	them	was	opposed	to	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	And	in	that	setting	
they’re	 not	 passively	 involved	 in	 their	 church	 but	 they’re	 toiling	 to	 advance	 the	
Kingdom	of	God.		
	
And	Jesus	assures	them	by	saying	I	see	that,	I	know	what	you’ve	been	up	to.	But	then	
he	 also	 commends	 them	 for	 their	 “patient	 endurance.”	 This	 is	 a	 church	 that	
persevering	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 difficulty.	 There	 are	 plenty	 of	 people	 that	 when	
hardships	 come,	 they	 simply	 give-up.	 Not	 the	 Ephesian	 church.	 They	 continue	 to	
endure,	and	they	do	it	with	patience.	Do	you	know	how	rare	that	is?		
	
Think	 of	 the	 Israelites	 in	 the	 Old	 Testament	 as	 they	 wondered	 through	 the	
wilderness.	God	was	 taking	 care	 of	 their	 needs.	He	was	 giving	 them	manna	 every	
morning	so	that	they	could	eat.	God	was	leading	them	by	pillar	of	fire	by	night	and	a	
pillar	of	cloud	by	day.	But	what	did	the	Israelites	do	repeatedly	along	the	way?	They	
grumbled	and	complained.		
	
But	 not	 the	 Ephesian	 church.	 They	 patiently	 endured	 despite	 their	 difficult	
circumstances.	They	remained	faithful	to	their	Lord.		
	
They	remained	faithful	to	Lord	from	opposition	outside	of	the	church	but	then	you	
keep	 on	 reading	 and	 you	 see	 that	when	 opposition	 enters	 into	 their	 church,	 they	
don’t	stand	 for	 that	either.	 It	says	 there	 in	verse	2,	“you	 cannot	 bear	with	 those	
who	are	evil,	but	have	tested	those	who	call	themselves	apostles	and	are	not,	
and	 found	 them	 to	 be	 false.”	These	people	were	sensitive	 to	sin.	Their	desire	 to	
was	to	keep	the	church	pure.		
	
	They	were	 committed	 to	 the	 truth	of	God	and	anything	 less	 than	 the	 full	 truth	of	
God	was	 rejected.	 They	 show	 a	 high	 level	 of	 discernment	 by	 dividing	 truth	 from	
error	and	right	from	wrong.	And	if	anyone	from	within	their	congregation	presented	
something	 less	 than	 the	 truth,	 that	 person	would	 be	 confronted	 and	 if	 necessary	
they	would	be	disciplined.		
	
The	Apostle	 Paul	 had	 talked	 to	 the	 church	 leaders	 in	 Ephesus	 years	 ago	 and	 told	
them,	
	

28	Pay	careful	 attention	 to	yourselves	and	 to	all	the	 flock,	 in	which	the	Holy	
Spirit	 has	 made	 you	overseers,	to	 care	 for	the	 church	 of	 God,	 which	
he	obtained	with	 his	 own	 blood.	29	I	know	 that	 after	 my	 departure	fierce	
wolves	 will	 come	 in	 among	 you,	not	 sparing	 the	 flock;	30	and	from	 among	
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your	 own	 selves	will	 arise	men	 speaking	 twisted	 things,	 to	 draw	 away	 the	
disciples	after	them.	–Acts	20:28-30	

	
It	 is	 obvious	 that	 the	 leadership	 within	 the	 church	 had	 taken	 that	 warning	 very	
seriously	and	had	passed	that	down	to	the	following	generations	for	we	find	them	
here	still	patiently	enduring	and	carrying	on	for	the	purpose	of	Christ’s	name.	And	
has	 difficult	 as	 that	 probably	 would	 have	 been,	 they	 haven’t	 grown	 tired.	 They	
haven’t	 let	 up.	 They’re	not	 coasting	 to	 the	 finish	 line.	But	 still	 pressing	 on	 for	 the	
name	of	Christ.		
	
And	 if	 you	 jump	 down	 to	 verse	 six,	 you	 will	 see	 that	 Jesus	 adds	 one	 more	
commendation	onto	this	letter.	
	
Read	Revelation	2:6	
	
Now,	we	don’t	know	exactly	who	the	Nicolaitans	are.	But	I	think	it’s	safe	to	assume	
that	this	group	of	people	was	leading	others	into	immorality	and	wickedness.	Jesus	
commends	them	for	their	intolerance	of	the	works	of	the	Nicolaitans.	Hatred	is	the	
appropriate	 response	 to	 wickedness	 and	 evil,	 for	 Jesus	 says	 I	 hate	 what	 they’re	
doing	too.		
	
Jesus	 points	 out	 a	 lot	 of	 amazing	 things	 about	 this	 church.	Would	 you	 agree	 that	
there’s	a	lot	to	applaud	within	the	Ephesian	church?	If	you’re	putting	together	your	
list	 of	 qualities	 that	 make	 up	 a	 good	 church…	 Hard	 working,	 patiently	 enduring,	
intolerance	 of	 evil	 and	 confronting	 sin…	 those	 are	 great	 qualities	 to	 have	 for	 a	
church.		
	
The	Ephesian	church	has	a	 lot	of	things	that	they’re	doing	really	well	[PAUSE]	but	
then	Jesus	breaks	in	with	some	bad	news.		
	
Jesus	says	there	in	verse	4,	
	
Read	Revelation	2:4	The	Rebuke	
	
They	were	 doing	 some	many	 things	 right,	 but	 they	weren’t	 doing	 it	 for	 the	 right	
reasons.	They’ve	abandoned	the	love	that	they	had	at	first.		
	
Now,	some	have	questioned	what	love	have	they	abandoned.	Is	it	a	love	for	God?	Or	
is	a	love	for	people?	Well,	I	find	it	hard	to	differentiate	from	the	two.	If	you	have	a	
sincere	love	for	God,	 it	will	naturally	flow	into	a	love	for	people.	And	the	only	way	
that	you	have	a	sincere	love	for	people	is	if	you	have	a	sincere	love	for	God.		
	
Jesus	was	clear	on	that	when	He	was	asked	about	the	greatest	commandment	in	the	
Law.	We	read	in	Matthew	22	that	Jesus	was	asked,		
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36	“Teacher,	which	is	the	great	commandment	in	the	Law?”	37	And	he	said	to	
him,	“You	shall	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	
soul	and	with	all	your	mind.	38	This	is	the	great	and	first	commandment.		
39	And	a	second	is	like	it:	You	shall	love	your	neighbor	as	yourself.	40	On	these	
two	commandments	depend	all	the	Law	and	the	Prophets.”	
	

And	 as	 great	 as	 the	 Ephesian's	 were	 at	 working	 hard,	 persevering,	 and	 being	
committed	to	the	truth…	they	had	abandoned	their	love	for	God	and	simultaneously	
for	the	people	around	them.		
	
When	they	had	first	come	to	know	Jesus	Christ,	when	they	had	first	been	awakened	
to	the	reality	that	they	were	sinners,	when	they	first	became	aware	that	only	by	the	
grace	of	God	could	they	be	forgiven	from	their	sins,	when	they	first	heard	that	Jesus	
went	 to	 the	 cross	 on	 their	 behalf…	 there	was	 an	 overwhelming	 love	 for	 God	 that	
sprung	up	within	them.		
	
They	were	passionate	about	 truth	and	 they	had	a	 tremendous	sense	of	duty	 to	do	
the	right	things,	but	what	they	were	doing	was	not	done	out	of	love.	And	that’s	a	big	
problem.		
	
And	a	question	that	I	found	myself	asking	this	past	week	is,	why	would	someone	(or	a	
church)	do	the	hard	things	in	Christ’s	name	if	they	really	didn’t	love	Christ?	I	landed	on	
three	possibilities	(and	you	may	come	up	with	some	more).		
	
First,	 is	 to	 conform	 to	 their	 church	 family.	 When	 everyone	 around	 you,	 the	
people	 that	 you	 respect	 and	 that	 you	 enjoy,	 are	 all	 living	 their	 life	 in	 a	 particular	
way,	it’s	a	lot	easier	to	simply	go	with	the	flow	than	risk	the	rejection	by	disagreeing	
with	all	of	those	people	that	you	admire.	So	even	in	difficulty,	and	sometimes	even	in	
persecution,	 you	 will	 stand	 up	 for	 something	 that	 you’re	 not	 all	 that	 passionate	
about	simply	because	you	don’t	want	to	be	alone.		
	
And	I	think	we	see	this	today,	most	specifically	with	our	young	people.	Many	of	us	
can	probably	share	stories	of	young	kids	who	grew	up	in	the	church,	possibly	even	
in	 our	 own	 homes,	 where	 we	 saw	with	 our	 own	 yes	 that	 they	 did	 a	 lot	 of	 great	
things,	on	paper	we	could	put	a	list	together	of	what	was	commendable…	but	once	
they’ve	gone	away,	they	fall	away.		
	
There’s	a	possibility,	and	I’m	saying	in	every	situation,	that	it’s	revealed	that	they’ve	
abandoned	the	love	that	they	had	at	first.	Or	that	many	of	the	things	that	they	were	
doing	were	not	out	of	 love	at	all,	but	doing	it	 to	conform	to	the	church	family	that	
they	were	surrounded	by.	That	is	one	reason	why	someone	may	do	things	in	Christ’s	
name	but	not	really	have	a	love	that	inspires	the	actions.		
	
Second,	is	an	attempt	to	please	God.	There	is	a	natural	pull	within	us	to	try	to	pay	
back	 someone	 when	 they	 do	 something	 good	 for	 us.	 For	 example,	 I’ve	 got	 some	
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great	neighbors	and	on	occasion	after	they	are	done	snow-blowing	their	driveway,	
they’ll	keep	going	and	clear	of	my	driveway	as	well.	There’s	a	natural	pull	within	me	
that	I’ve	got	to	pay	them	back.	I’m	now	indebted	to	do	something	nice	for	them.	It’s	
hard	to	just	let	that	pass	as	a	free	gift.		
	
And	 I	 think	 that	 it	 can	 be	 very	 similar	 within	 our	 relationship	 with	 God.	 Where	
Romans	 6:23	 does	 tell	 us	 that	 salvation	 is	 a	 free	 gift	 from	 God,	 some	 find	 that	
difficult	to	accept	and	attempt	to	earn	a	right	standing	before	God.	That	is	why	you	
will	find	an	abundance	of	works-based	religion;	people	attempting	to	please	God	by	
the	things	that	they	do.		
	
	
Third,	is	a	strong	sense	of	duty.	This	is	the	person	that	is	convinced	about	what	is	
right,	 they’ve	 come	 to	 a	 strong	 understanding	 of	 what	 is	 the	 truth.	 There’s	 not	 a	
whole	lot	of	gray	areas	in	life	for	them,	as	they	see	things	in	black	and	white,	right	
and	wrong.	While	although	there	is	very	little	affection	for	God,	they	know	what	the	
right	thing	is	to	do	so	they	keep	moving	forward	with	it.		
	
And	while	I	would	never	say	that	you	should	abandon	doing	what	is	right,	I	will	say	
that	doing	the	right	things	out	of	the	wrong	motivations	is	pointless.	That’s	what	1	
Corinthians	13	points	to.	Listen	to	what	it	says:	
	

1If	I	speak	in	the	tongues	of	men	and	of	angels,	but	have	not	love,	I	am	a	noisy	
gong	or	a	clanging	cymbal.	2	And	if	I	have	prophetic	powers,	and	understand	
all	 mysteries	 and	 all	 knowledge,	 and	 if	 I	 have	 all	 faith,	so	 as	 to	 remove	
mountains,	but	have	not	love,	I	am	nothing.	3	If	I	give	away	all	I	have,	and	if	I	
deliver	up	my	body	to	be	burned,	but	have	not	love,	I	gain	nothing.	

	
I	can	do	so	many	great	things	for	God,	but	if	there	is	no	love…	it’s	pointless.		God	is	
not	simply	after	your	actions,	and	getting	you	to	behave	appropriately.	God	is	after	
your	heart.	A	sincere	love	for	God	does	include	your	actions	but	it	also	includes	your	
affections.	And	you	may	be	able	to	fool	the	whole	world,	in	regard	to	your	love	for	
God,	but	you’re	not	fooling	God.		
	
Jesus	 specifically	 looks	 at	 Ephesian	 church	 and	 says,	 I	 know	 your	works…	 and	 “I	
have	this	against	you,	that	you	have	abandoned	the	love	you	had	at	first.”		
		
And	 Jesus	 goes	 onto	 say	 that	 this	 is	 incredibly	 serious.	 It’s	 not	 enough	 for	 you	 to	
keep	on	going	through	the	motions.	You	need	to	change	or	I’m	shutting	your	church	
down.		
	
Look	at	what	it	says	in	verse	5.		
	
Read	Revelation	2:5,	7	The	Command		
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Jesus	 commands	 them	 to	do	 three	 things:	 1remember,	 2repent,	 and	 3do	 the	works	
you	did	at	first.		
	
The	 first	 thing	 Jesus	 says	 is	 to	 remember,	 and	 really	 to	 keep	 remembering	 from	
where	you	have	fallen.	Forgetfulness	is	usually	the	primarily	the	reason	that	people	
backslide	in	their	faith.	There	is	a	point	in	time	that	they	had	their	eyes	opened	to	
what	an	amazing	gift	that	is	to	receive	God’s	grace,	but	as	the	days	and	years	rolled	
by,	they	slowly	began	to	forget.	And	they	needed	to	remind	themselves.		
	
And	we	do	too.	That’s	why	I	think	crucial	that	you	rehearse	the	gospel	in	your	own	
mind	 daily.	 That	 you	 preach	 the	 gospel	 to	 yourself	 and	 are	 awakened	 again	 and	
again	to	the	realities	of	how	great	our	God	is.	Because	in	the	midst	of	the	difficulties	
of	our	life	we	get	sidetracked	and	become	forgetful	of	we’ve	received.		
	
And	when	we	forget,	our	love	for	God	grows	cold.	Jesus	says	that	when	our	love	for	
God	does	grow	cold,	the	second	thing	we	must	do	is	repent.		
	
A	failure	to	love	God	with	all	of	our	heart,	with	all	of	our	soul,	with	all	of	our	mind,	
and	 with	 all	 of	 our	 strength,	 that	 is	 sin.	 And	 our	 failure	 in	 that	 love	 must	 be	
confessed	to	God	where	we	turn	away	from	our	sin	and	turn	to	Him.		
	
And	 the	 last	 thing	 they	 are	 told	 to	 do	 is	 to	 do	 the	 works	 they	 did	 at	 first.	 They	
needed	to	recover	the	richness	of	their	Bible	studies,	their	devotion	in	prayer,	their	
passion	 in	 worship	 that	 had	 once	 characterized	 them.	 They	 didn’t	 have	 to	
completely	overhaul	what	they	were	doing,	but	they	had	to	overhaul	why	they	were	
doing	what	they	were	doing.		
	
Love	for	God	needed	to	be	the	driving	force	for	all	that	they	did.	And	it	needs	to	be	
for	us	as	well.	For	when	love	for	God	is	what	is	encouraging	us	to	do	the	things	that	
we	do,	we	are	worshiping	God	in	such	a	way	that	He	receives	the	honor	and	glory	
that	is	due	to	His	name.	I	encourage	you	to	think	this	and	to	evaluate	your	own	heart	
as	to	whether	or	not	your	love	for	the	Lord	is	what	drives	you	to	live	the	way	that	
you	do.		
	
For	 it’s	not	enough	to	 just	 look	good,	we	desire	 to	sincerely	 love	 the	Lord	and	His	
people	in	all	that	we	do.		


