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Laura	and	I	have	been	married	now	for	 fourteen	years.	Now	I	would	still	consider	
myself	a	young	married	couple	and	I	can	still	remember	the	details	of	that	day	very	
vividly.	It	was	May	31,	2003	and	we	were	married	in	Columbus,	Ohio	on	a	beautiful	
sunny	day.	It	was	a	day	that	I	was	anxiously	anticipating	and	I	woke	that	morning	in	
my	hotel	room,	because	didn’t	live	in	Columbus,	and	I	went	out	to	a	local	car	wash	to	
get	things	cleaned	up	because	I	wanted	my	new	bride	to	be	driven	away	sparkling	
clean	car.		
	
I	had	a	lot	of	things	on	my	mind	that	day.	We	had	already	rehearsed	the	ceremony	
and	I	wasn’t	nervous	about	the	details	of	that.	But	I	had	made	a	decision	that	I	was	
going	 to	enter	 into	a	commitment	with	a	woman	 for	 the	rest	of	my	 life.	And	quite	
honestly	that	was	an	easy	decision;	it	was	a	no	brainer	in	my	estimation.		
	
Laura	and	 I	had	met	while	we	were	 in	college.	And	while	we	didn’t	hit	 it	off	 right	
away	(and	in	fact,	I	had	to	do	a	little	bit	of	convincing	on	my	part,	but	that’s	another	
story	for	another	time),	eventually	we	both	had	come	to	the	conclusion	that	we	fit	
really	 well	 with	 one	 another.	 Our	 relationship	 grew	 and	 blossomed	 into	 an	
incredible	friendship	while	we	were	serving	alongside	of	each	other	in	a	church	that	
had	recently	been	planted	about	a	half	hour	north	of	the	school.		
	
So	when	it	came	time	for	me	to	make	the	decision	to	ask	Laura	if	she	would	be	wife,	
I	came	to	the	decision	rather	easily	to	make	a	whole-hearted	decision	to	enter	into	a	
life	long	relationship	this	woman.	So	on	that	afternoon	in	2003,	we	both	went	public	
with	that	decision	and	declaring	our	commitment	to	one	another	before	our	friends,	
before	 our	 family,	 and	before	God.	 It	was	 our	desire	 to	 be	 faithful	 to	 one	 another	
over	the	course	of	our	entire	lives.	
	
But	 let	 me	 tell	 you,	 making	 the	 decision	 to	 love	 and	 to	 cherish	 my	 wife	 on	 our	
wedding	day	was	super	easy.	And	 following	 through	with	 that	commitment	at	 the	
beginning	 went	 really	 smoothly	 too	 (We	 went	 on	 a	 month	 long	 honeymoon.	 No	
responsibilities,	no	distractions,	 just	 the	 two	of	us,	young	and	 in	 love	 [and	 I’d	 still	
recommend	that	if	you’re	getting	married	and	you	can	get	away	for	that	long,	go	for	
it!]).		
	
But	 the	 commitment	 in	 marriage	 to	 love	 your	 spouse,	 to	 serve	 your	 spouse,	 to	
cherish	your	spouse	is	not	a	one-time	decision.	It	is	a	decision	that	you	commit	to	in	
a	 formal	way	on	 your	wedding	day,	 but	 each	 and	 everyday	 after	 that	 you	make	 a	
choice	of	whether	or	not	you’re	going	to	follow	through	with	that	commitment.		
	
Because	there	are	going	to	be	days	where	it’s	not	all	sunshine	and	rainbows.	There	
will	be	days	where	you	and	your	spouse	are	not	on	the	same	page	and	things	 just	
aren’t	 clicking	due	 to	 your	 grumpiness,	 or	 your	bad	day	 at	work,	 or	 the	 struggles	
that	 come	with	 having	 a	 house	 full	 of	 kids.	 The	 stress,	 the	 sin,	 the	 busyness,	 the	
distractions	of	this	life	will	throw	some	wrenches	into	your	little	love	nest.	And	it’s	
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in	 those	moments	 that	 you	 have	 to	 continue	 to	make	 the	 decision	 to	 love	 and	 to	
cherish	your	spouse.		
	
A	 whole-hearted	 decision	 on	 your	 wedding	 day	 to	 commit	 to	 your	 spouse	 is	
extremely	 significant,	but	 it’s	 a	 choice	 that	you	have	 to	 recommit	 to	day	after	day	
after	day.	It’s	not	just	a	one-time	decision.		
	
The	reason	that	I’m	taking	so	much	time	to	talk	about	marriage	as	we	begin	is	because	
I	 believe	 that	 the	 continual	 commitment	 to	 love	 that	 is	 seen	 in	 a	 healthy	marriage	
illustrates	 Joshua	24	 very	 clearly.	Now,	 Joshua	24	 does	 not	 talk	 about	marriage	 but	
Joshua	stresses	the	significance	of	making	a	commitment	to	serve	the	Lord.		
	
Within	 this	chapter	 is	 the	passage	that	 Joshua	 famously	says,	“But	 as	 for	me	 and	
my	house,	we	will	serve	the	Lord.”	And	Joshua	has	no	desire	for	the	Israelites,	the	
people	that	he	has	been	leading	for	a	number	of	years	to	make	a	one-time	decision.	
He	wants	them	to	make	a	commitment	to	the	Lord	and	continually	recommit	to	that	
decision	day	after	day.		
	
They’re	 going	 to	 experience	 temptation	 to	 ignore	 the	 commands	 of	 God;	 where	
they’re	 prone	 to	wonder	 and	 leave	 the	God	 they	 love.	 They’re	 going	 to	 feel	 a	 pull	
from	within	them	and	around	them	(much	like	we	do	today),	to	abandon	godliness	
and	conform	to	the	culture	around	them.	But	 Joshua	challenges	Israel	 to	make	the	
decision	 to	 fear	 the	 Lord	 and	 to	 serve	 Lord,	 not	 just	 a	 one-time	 decision,	 but	 a	
decision	that	made	over	and	over	and	over	again.			
	
This	is	Joshua’s	last	time	speaking	to	Israel,	and	this	our	last	sermon	that	we	have	in	
this	 book.	 And	 what	 I	 want	 you	 to	 consider	 as	 we	 read	 and	 study	 through	 this	
portion	of	God’s	Word	is	your	decision	to	serve	the	Lord.	You	should	be	able	to	look	
back	on	your	life	and	see	the	day	that	you	made	the	choice	to	make	a	commitment	to	
the	Lord,	but	you	should	also	see	from	the	days	that	followed	up	until	this	day	today	
a	pattern	of	continually	making	choices	to	submit	to	the	desires	of	the	Lord	our	God.		
	
So	I’m	going	to	give	you	a	lot	of	forewarning	today,	for	at	the	closing	of	our	service,	
I’m	going	to	ask	you	to	respond.	Some	of	you	have	never	made	that	decision	to	serve	
the	 Lord.	 I	 pray	 that	 this	 would	 be	 a	 day	 of	 salvation	 for	 you!	 That	 you	 would	
recognize	your	sin	before	a	holy	God	and	that	you	would	have	your	eyes	opened	to	
the	grace	and	forgiveness	that	 is	 found	through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	Others	of	you	
have	made	that	decision	to	serve	the	Lord	but	you	have	been	half-hearted	 in	your	
commitment	to	follow	through,	and	you	need	to	confess	that	before	God.	But	others	
have	been	like	Joshua	where	you’ve	made	that	decision	to	serve	the	Lord,	and	by	the	
grace	of	God,	you’ve	continually	recommitted	to	that	decision.		
	
So,	I	know	that	it’s	odd,	that	I’m	giving	an	alter	call	at	the	beginning	of	the	sermon,	
and	 then	making	 you	 sit	 there	 for	 awhile…	 but	 I’m	 praying	 that	 God	would	 do	 a	
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work	in	your	heart	to	respond	to	Him	in	such	a	way	that	you	too	would	boldly	say,	
“But	as	for	me	and	my	house,	we	will	serve	the	Lord.”		
	
I’m	going	to	read	our	text	in	just	a	moment,	but	before	I	do	I	want	to	pray.	I	want	to	
ask	God	 to	do	a	work	 in	our	midst.	That	He	would	 soften	our	hearts	as	we	spend	
time	in	His	Word	and	that	His	Holy	Spirit	would	make	it	clear	as	to	how	each	one	of	
us	should	respond.		
	
Pray	
	
Let’s	read	Joshua	24:14-33	and	then	we’ll	talk	about	making	a	Whole-Hearted	
Decision.		
	
Read	Joshua	24:14-33	
	
Joshua	begins	by	saying	 “therefore.”	Do	we	all	know	the	question	 that	we	need	 to	
ask	when	we	see	therefore	written	in	our	Bibles?	We	need	to	ask	what	is	it	there	for.	
It’s	a	word	that	always	points	us	back	to	what	was	previously	said.	On	this	occasion	
Joshua	is	building	a	case	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	do	something	based	upon	what	
he	just	said	in	the	previous	verses	about	God.		
	
If	you	were	here	with	us	 last	week	we	looked	at	the	previous	section	in	Joshua	24	
that	exposes	just	how	gracious	God	has	been	to	the	Israelites.	God	placed	Abraham	
as	the	father	of	their	nation,	He	brought	the	nation	of	Israel	out	of	slavery	in	Egypt	in	
a	miraculous	way,	God	led	them	through	the	wilderness,	and	has	established	them	
in	the	Promise	Land…	not	because	they	were	worthy	of	it,	not	because	they	earned	
God’s	favor	by	being	a	people	of	great	wisdom	or	strength.	That	was	not	the	case	at	
all.	It	was	by	God’s	grace,	His	unearned	favor,	which	was	given	to	them	as	a	gift	had	
brought	them	to	where	they	are	at	right	now.		
	
That’s	where	Joshua	goes,	because	of	that,	therefore	fear	the	Lord	and	serve	Him	in	
sincerity	and	faithfulness.	Look	at	how	good	God	has	been	to	you	and	allow	that	to	
compel	you	to	give	your	entire	life	over	to	Him.		
	
Romans	2:4	 tells	us	 that	God’s	kindness	is	meant	to	lead	us	to	repentance.	There’s	a	
couple	 of	 different	 ways	 we	 can	 be	 motivated	 to	 doing	 what’s	 right.	 We	 can	 be	
motivated	 by	 fear	 of	 discipline	 and	 sometimes	we	 use	 that	 as	 a	motivating	 factor	
with	 our	 kids,	 we	 tell	 them,	 you	 need	 to	 be	 home	 by	 this	 time	 or	 you	will	 be	 in	
trouble.	 But	 something	 else	 that	 should	 stimulate	 obedience	 is	 grace,	 especially	
grace	that	is	extended	from	God.		
	
That	God	should	 look	upon	mankind	and	give	 to	him	anything	 is	an	extraordinary	
gift.	 God	 is	 so	 rich	 in	mercy	 and	 is	 overflowing	with	 abundant	 grace	 and	 He	 has	
extended	that	grace	toward	the	Israelites	and	they	should	be	moved	by	that	to	not	
seek	after	the	idolatry	that	has	been	part	of	their	history	in	years	past.		
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But	 Joshua	 doesn’t	 simply	 give	 instruction	 and	 then	 walk	 away.	 He	 calls	 for	 a	
response.	He	draws	a	line	in	the	sand	and	says	what	are	you	guys	going	to	do?	Are	
you	really	going	to	honor	the	Lord?	Do	you	think	it’s	a	good	idea	in	spite	of	all	that	
God	has	done	for	you	to	turn	your	back	on	Him	and	go	a	different	way?	
	
Listen	again	to	verse	15	again,	
	

And	if	it	is	evil	in	your	eyes	to	serve	the	Lord,	choose	this	day	whom	you	will	
serve,	whether	the	gods	your	fathers	served	in	the	region	beyond	the	River,	
or	the	gods	of	 the	Amorites	 in	whose	 land	you	dwell.	But	as	 for	me	and	my	
house,	we	will	serve	the	Lord.”	
	

Joshua	is	very	blunt	and	doesn’t	try	to	sweet	talk	them	into	making	the	right	choice.	
He’s	not	a	salesman	for	the	Lord,	but	cuts	right	to	the	heart	of	the	matter	and	ask	
what	they’re	going	to	do.	They	had	to	choose	whom	they’re	actually	going	to	serve.		
	
Are	they	going	to	serve	the	false	gods	that	their	ancestors	had	served	on	the	other	
side	 of	 the	 Jordan	 River,	 which	 would	 have	 included	 the	 false	 gods	 of	 the	
Babylonians	 and	 also	 would	 have	 included	 the	 false	 gods	 of	 Egypt	 where	 they	
worshipped	the	gods	of	the	Nile,	the	gods	of	the	land,	the	sky,	and	the	god	of	the	sun.	
And	all	of	those	gods	were	proven	to	be	powerless	when	the	God	of	Israel	brought	
the	plagues	upon	Egypt	 in	 order	 for	 the	 Israelites	 to	 be	 released	 from	 slavery.	 So	
they	had	that	choice.		
	
Or	are	they	going	to	serve	the	false	gods	of	the	Amorites,	in	whose	land	the	Israelites	
are	now	living.	And	their	gods	were	horrendous!!	I	can’t	emphasis	that	enough.	One	
of	 the	 false	gods	 that	 the	Amorites	served	was	Molech,	an	 idolatry	 that	demanded	
the	sacrifice	of	newborn	babies.	Many	of	the	other	gods	in	that	region	were	fertility	
gods	worshipped	by	cultic	prostitution.		
	
Joshua	gave	them	that	choice	too…	and	they’re	not	great	choices.	That’s	like	giving	
me	 the	 choice	 of	 do	 I	 want	 a	 steak	 and	 lobster	 dinner	 or	 would	 I	 rather	 have	 a	
leftover	kale	salad	that	was	found	at	the	bottom	of	a	trashcan?	That’s	not	something	
I’m	debating	over.	 I’m	 taking	 the	steak	and	 lobster	10	out	of	10	 times.	But	 I	 think	
that’s	actually	 Joshua’s	point.	You	need	 to	make	choice	of	whether	you’re	going	 to	
serve	the	Lord	or	serve	these	false	gods	that	are	found	on	the	trash	heap.		
	
And	another	word	that	you	could	use	for	the	word	serve	is	the	word	worship.	And	all	
of	 us	 worship	 continuously.	 This	 is	 not	 something	 that	 was	 reserved	 for	 the	 Old	
Testament.	All	of	us	worship	continuously;	that	includes	that	most	religious	person	
to	 the	 most	 non-religious	 person	 that	 you	 know.	 We	 were	 created	 constantly	
outpouring	ourselves	into	someone	or	something	and	placing	value	and	worth	onto	
that	someone	or	something.		
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We	can	falsely	worship	our	jobs,	our	family,	and	our	entertainment.	We	can	worship	
sleep,	power,	 sex,	our	own	 image	and	so	many	other	 false	gods.	Even	a	very	good	
thing	can	be	turned	into	an	ultimate	thing.	And	the	Israelites	are	not	the	only	ones	
who	have	to	make	a	choice	of	who	or	what	is	to	be	served.	We	do	too.		
	
And	what	 Joshua	calls	 for	 is	a	choice	that	doesn’t	 leave	any	room	for	compromise.	
He	 tells	 them	 to	 get	 off	 the	 fence.	 Do	 not	 be	 a	 half-hearted,	 lukewarm,	 apathetic	
follower	 of	 the	 Lord.	 Do	 not	 drift	 back	 and	 forth	 with	 your	 loyalty	 between	 two	
opposing	options.	Choose	your	side.	But	as	for	me	and	my	house,	we’re	going	to	
serve	the	Lord!		
	
The	character	of	Joshua	life	is	that	he	is	going	to	choose	the	Lord	and	he’s	going	to	
make	that	choice	again	and	again	and	again	until	the	day	that	he	dies.	This	was	not	
spur	 of	 the	 moment	 choice	 for	 Joshua	 but	 a	 deeply	 rooted,	 and	 longstanding	
commitment	to	remain	faithful	for	the	Lord.		
	
And	 how	 does	 Israel	 respond?	 They	 make	 the	 obvious	 choice.	 They’re	 reply	 by	
saying	that	they’re	all	in.	They	recognize	how	gracious	God	has	been	to	them.	At	the	
end	of	verse	18,	they	are	the	ones	to	say,	therefore	(because	of	all	that	God	has	done	
for	us)	we	will	serve	the	Lord,	for	He	is	our	God.”		
	
And	in	verse	16,	you	can	see	that	Joshua	would	not	have	made	it	today	as	a	popular	
televangelist.	For	he	has	demanded	that	they	make	a	choice,	he’s	drawn	the	line	in	
the	sand	and	tells	them	to	make	a	choice…	They	make	the	correct	choice	and	Joshua	
tells	 them,	 “Sorry	 guys,	 you’re	 actually	 incapable	 of	 following	 through	 with	 that	
choice.	
	
God	is	a	holy	God,	a	jealous	God.	He’s	not	going	to	go	on	forgiving	your	rebellion	and	
your	sin.	 Joshua	is	using	some	strong	language	for	the	people	of	Israel	to	recognize	
who	they’re	entering	into	a	covenant	with.	God	is	holy	–by	his	very	nature	He	is	set	
apart	 from	all	 other	gods	and	 from	all	people.	God	 is	 jealous	–	He	will	not	put	up	
with	having	to	compete	for	your	affection.		
	
One	commentator	says	it	well	when	he	said	that,	
	

God	 loves	his	people	so	much	that	He	wants	their	undivided	 love	 in	return.	
He	will	not	share	them	with	any	other	god.1	

	
And	 Joshua’s	 response	 to	 the	 people	 that	 they	 were	 unable	 to	 serve	 the	 Lord	
properly	 is	 Joshua	 communicating	 the	 absolute	 and	 awesome	 nature	 of	 God’s	
holiness	and	His	jealously.	And	that	God	would	not	forgive	them	if	they	persisted	in	
their	 sin.	 For	 if	 they	want	 to	 hold	 onto	 their	 sin,	 and	 pursue	 after	 their	 sin,	 God’s	

																																																								
1	New	American	Commentary.	pg.	437	
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going	to	be	like,	“OK,	have	at	it.	Take	your	sin	along	with	the	consequences	that	come	
with.”		
	
Joshua’s	strong	response	to	the	Israelites	here	is	to	emphasize	the	seriousness	of	the	
commitment	that	they	are	making	before	the	Lord	God	of	all	 the	earth.	And	this	 is	
for	us	to	consider	as	well;	a	commitment	to	the	Lord	is	not	to	be	entered	into	lightly.	
He	is	a	holy	God.	He	is	a	jealous	God	who	has	graciously	extended	forgiveness	to	us	
through	the	sacrifice	of	His	Son	on	the	cross.		
	
And	 that	 grace	 right	 there,	 that	 grace	 is	 not	 cheap.	 It	 cost	 the	 Son	of	God	His	 life.	
Jesus	Christ	bled	and	died	so	that	we	can	even	have	the	opportunity	to	enter	into	a	
place	 where	 we	 can	 make	 a	 choice	 of	 whether	 or	 not	 we’re	 going	 to	 serve	 and	
worship	the	Lord	God.		
	
I	 say	 this	 cautiously,	 so	 listen	 very	 closely,	 but	 no	 one	 should	 enter	 into	 a	
commitment	 with	 the	 Lord	 carelessly,	 lightly,	 or	 flippantly,	 but	 deliberately	 and	
fearfully.	This	is	the	God	of	all	of	the	universe.	Now,	the	right	choice	is	to	choose	to	
serve	Him,	but	don’t	make	that	commitment	casually.		
	
That	 is	why	 on	 a	 Sunday	morning	 I	 will	 not	 stand	 up	 here	 and	 beg	 you	 to	 come	
forward.	I	will	invite	you.	I	attempt	to	be	faithful	to	the	Word	of	God	and	the	leading	
of	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	I	want	to	show	you	good	our	God	is.	And	it	is	the	longing	of	
my	 heart	 that	 each	 one	 of	 you	 would	 make	 a	 whole-hearted	 commitment	 to	 the	
Lord.	That	you	would	serve	Him	genuinely	and	 faithfully	with	the	entirety	of	your	
life…	but	that’s	not	a	choice	I	can	make	for	you	so	I	will	not	attempt	to	emotionally	
manipulate	you	into	making	a	choice.	I	will	simply	attempt	to	lead	you	to	the	waters	
of	everlasting	life,	but	the	choice	is	up	to	you	if	you	will	drink.		
	
You	 have	 to	make	 that	 choice.	 Each	 individual	 has	 to	 come	 the	 conclusion	 of	 the	
seriousness	of	this	commitment	on	their	own.		
	
Joshua	 recognized	 that	 and	 gave	 the	 choice	 to	 nation	 of	 Israel.	 And	 the	 people	 of	
Israel	they	make	the	choice	to	follow	the	Lord.	 Joshua	challenges	them	to	evaluate	
their	 choice	 to	 check	 themselves	 to	 see	 if	 they	 really	 want	 to	 enter	 into	 this	
commitment.	And	they	do.	They	make	a	covenant	that	day	that	they	would	remain	
faithful	to	the	Lord.		
	
And	 it	 tells	 us	 there	 in	 the	 verses	 28	 and	 29,	 that	 after	 they	 had	 made	 a	
commitment…		
	

28	Joshua	sent	the	people	away,	every	man	to	his	inheritance.29	After	these	
things	Joshua	the	son	of	Nun,	the	servant	of	the	Lord,	died,	being	110	years	
old.		
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Joshua	dies	at	a	good	old	age	of	110	years.	He	leaves	behind	an	incredible	legacy	of	
serving	the	Lord	with	his	whole-heart.	And	I	tell	you	what,	obviously	I’m	aware	that	
Joshua	has	died	a	long,	long	time	ago,	but	as	I	came	to	the	realization	this	past	week	
that	this	is	the	last	time	we	will	be	in	this	book	together	in	this	series,	and	I	read	of	
the	death	of	Joshua,	I	was	saddened.	It	was	like	I	was	losing	a	friend	that	I’ve	been	
able	to	look	in	on	and	learn	from	over	the	past	several	months.		
	
And	I	think	that	Joshua	could	echo	the	words	of	the	Apostle	Paul	when	he	said	in	2	
Timothy	4:7-8,	
	

7	I	 have	 fought	 the	 good	 fight,	I	 have	 finished	 the	 race,	 I	 have	 kept	 the	
faith.	8	Henceforth	there	 is	laid	up	for	me	the	crown	of	righteousness,	which	
the	Lord,	the	righteous	 judge,	will	award	to	me	on	that	day,	and	not	only	to	
me	but	also	to	all	who	have	loved	his	appearing.	
	

Without	a	doubt,	 Joshua	 fought	 the	good	fight.	He	 followed	after	 the	commands	of	
the	Lord	and	 remained	 strong	and	 courageous	as	he	was	used	by	God	 to	 lead	 the	
people	of	Israel	into	the	Promise	Land.		
	
And	the	 last	 recorded	day	of	his	 life	was	calling	 the	people	of	 Israel	 to	choose	 the	
Lord;	 to	 remain	 faithful	 to	 Him	 regardless	 of	 the	 surrounding	 culture	 and	
circumstances.	He	 appealed	 to	 them	by	 the	 grace	 of	God	 that	 they	 should	make	 a	
wholehearted	commitment	to	the	Lord	and	that	they	should	continually	remake	that	
decision	again	and	again.		
	
Conclusion:	
	
As	we	 start	 to	draw	 to	 a	 close,	 I	want	 to	 take	 a	 little	bit	 longer	 to	 think	 seriously	
about	making	a	decision	to	commit	ourselves	to	the	Lord.	And	to	do	that	I	would	like	
to	show	you	another	passage	 from	the	New	Testament	 that	 I	believe	compliments	
Joshua	24	quite	well.	I	want	read	Romans	12:1-2	to	you.		
	

1I	appeal	to	you	therefore,	brothers,	by	the	mercies	of	God,		
	

Stop	 there.	 Does	 that	 sound	 like	 our	 passage	 in	 Joshua	 24?	 Joshua	 24	 begins	 by	
detailing	how	God	has	shown	mercy	and	grace	to	the	nation	of	Israel,	and	it	is	God’s	
grace	and	mercy	that	compels	the	Israelites	to	make	the	whole-hearted	decision	to	
serve	 the	Lord.	The	Apostle	Paul,	 in	 the	 same	way,	urges	 the	believer	 today	 to	do	
something	because	God	has	shown	us	mercy.	What	does	Paul	plead	with	us	 to	do?	
Let’s	keep	reading…	

	
to	present	your	bodies	as	a	living	sacrifice,	holy	and	acceptable	to	God,	which	
is	your	spiritual	worship.		
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Stop	 again.	Because	God	has	been	merciful	 toward	us,	 because	God	has	 shown	us	
grace,	we	are	to	offer	up	our	bodies	to	Him	while	we	are	still	alive.	We	are	to	take	
our	 everyday,	 ordinary	 life—our	 sleeping,	 eating,	 going-to-work,	 getting	
responsibilities	 done	 and	 walking-around	 life—and	 place	 it	 before	 God	 as	 an	
offering. My	life	 is	not	 to	be	my	own,	 it	was	bought	with	a	price;	 it	 is	 to	be	placed	
within	His	hands	to	do,	as	He	seems	fit.	When	I	offer	up	my	body,	my	life	to	the	Lord,	
that	is	an	act	of	worshipping	God	in	the	right	way.	That	is	pleasing	to	the	Lord.		
	
It	 is	 a	 decision	 that	 you	 make,	 not	 just	 once,	 but	 every	 day	 of	 your	 life.	 Living	
sacrificially	 for	 the	 Lord	 is	 not	 natural	 and	 is	 not	 carried	 out	 instinctively.	 It	 is	 a	
choice	 that	 you	 have	 to	 make,	 and	 if	 you	 are	 passive	 on	 making	 this	 choice	
consistently	there	is	a	danger	of	beginning	to	live	like	the	rest	of	the	world	lives.	And	
that’s	what	Paul	warns	about	in	verse	two. 
	

2	Do	not	be	 conformed	 to	 this	world,	 but	be	 transformed	by	the	 renewal	of	
your	mind,	 that	by	 testing	you	may	discern	what	 is	 the	will	of	God,	what	 is	
good	and	acceptable	and	perfect.		

	
As	we	continually	make	this	decision	to	serve	the	Lord	whole-heartedly,	we	fix	our	
mind	and	our	attention	upon	the	Lord.	We	allow	not	just	our	actions	to	change	but	
our	 thinking	 to	 be	 completely	 transformed	where	we’re	 changed	 from	 the	 inside	
out.	Where	we	begin	to	not	just	know	what’s	right,	but	to	agree	with	what’s	right.		
	
And	 if	 Paul	 could	 stand	 here	 this	 morning	 alongside	 of	 Joshua,	 they	 would	 both	
plead	 with	 you,	 not	 to	 make	 a	 one-time	 decision,	 but	 to	 make	 a	 whole-hearted	
decision	to	serve	the	Lord	that	you	would	recommit	to	daily.		
	
And	I	know	what	it’s	like	to	make	a	one-time	decision.	I	grew	up	as	a	teenager	going	
to	 a	 camp	 in	Northern	Michigan	 (I	 love	 camping	ministries	 and	 I	 believe	many	of	
them	are	doing	solid	work	for	the	Kingdom	of	God),	but	just	about	every	single	year	
that	 I	 attended	 this	 camp,	 I	 would	 make	 a	 one-time	 decision	 to	 serve	 the	 Lord	
passionately.	But	failed	to	recognize	the	daily	aspect	of	dying	to	my	own	desires	and	
recommitting	to	presenting	myself	to	the	Lord	on	a	consistent	basis.	And	so	my	walk	
with	 the	 Lord	was	 very	 inconsistent	 for	 a	 long	 time.	 For	 a	 one-time	 decision	will	
only	carry	you	so	far.		
	
So	I	do	want	to	call	you	to	make	a	decision	to	serve	the	Lord	with	your	whole	heart.	
But	 I	don’t	you	 to	make	 that	decision	 lightly.	 I	want	you	 to	way	 the	cost	of	giving	
your	 life	 to	 Jesus	 for	 it	 is	not	a	one-time	decision,	 for	while	although	placing	your	
faith	 in	Jesus	Christ	takes	place	 in	an	instance,	choosing	to	follow	Him	is	a	 lifelong	
commitment.	And	I	want	you	to	think	that	through	of	whom	do	you	really	want	to	
serve	with	the	entirety	of	your	life.		
	
So	I’m	going	to	ask	the	worship	team	to	come,	I’m	also	going	to	ask	our	Elders	and	
their	wives	 if	 they’d	come	and	 join	me	at	 the	 front.	 I’m	going	 to	pray.	 I	have	been	
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praying	all	week	that	some	of	you	would	come	to	the	end	of	yourself,	that	you	would	
recognize	that	there	is	no	God	like	our	God;	that	you	would	recognize	that	you	have	
an	enormous	problem,	which	is	your	sin,	and	due	to	your	sin,	you’re	separated	from	
God.	I’ve	been	praying	that	God	would	remove	the	blinders	from	your	eyes	so	that	
you	can	see	just	precious	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ	truly	is.		
	
During	this	closing	song,	if	you	need	to	do	work	with	God,	we’re	going	to	make	the	
front	of	this	auditorium	an	alter,	where	you	can	simply	come	and	pray.	If	you	want	
to	talk	with	somebody,	we’ll	be	here.	But	if	you	want	to	talk	with	God,	He’s	always	
present.	
	
Pray.			


