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I’m	going	to	start	off	a	 little	bit	different	this	morning,	 I	want	to	 invite	you	to	sing	
just	a	little	bit	longer	with	me.	We’re	going	to	sing	acapella	several	verses	of	the	old	
hymn	Amazing	Grace.	God	calling	us	 to	Himself	 is	not	based	upon	any	 foreseeable	
talent,	or	virtue,	or	worthiness	within	us.	But	it	is	grace,	all	grace,	nothing	but	grace	
from	 the	 very	 beginning	 to	 the	 very	 end.	We	 are	 like	 a	 criminal	 shivering	 on	 the	
outside,	 condemned,	 and	God,	 sitting	on	His	 throne,	 invites	us	 into	 a	 relationship,	
pardons	our	sin,	not	based	on	our	worth	but	as	a	gift	through	His	amazing	grace.		
	
So	would	you	sing	with	me?		
	

Amazing	grace!	How	sweet	the	sound	
That	saved	a	wretch	like	me!	
I	once	was	lost,	but	now	am	found;	
Was	blind,	but	now	I	see.	
	
’Twas	grace	that	taught	my	heart	to	fear,	
And	grace	my	fears	relieved;	
How	precious	did	that	grace	appear	
The	hour	I	first	believed.	
	
When	we’ve	been	there	ten	thousand	years,	
Bright	shining	as	the	sun,	
We’ve	no	less	days	to	sing	God’s	praise	
Than	when	we’d	first	begun.	
	

Most	of	the	relationships	that	you	choose	to	enter	into	are	based	upon	qualities	that	
you	 share	 with	 that	 individual,	 but	 no	 so	 with	 God.	 God	 draws	 you	 into	 a	
relationship	entirely	and	thoroughly	as	an	act	of	grace	on	His	part.	That	God	would	
enter	into	a	gracious	relationship	with	mankind	is	an	amazing	thing.	That	He	would	
create	man	and	be	gracious	toward	man	is	hardly	even	imaginable.		
	
That	 is	why	grace	 is	such	a	sweet	sound	to	our	ears.	Where	salvation	 is	not	based	
upon	 on	 how	 good	 I	 am,	 or	 the	 abilities	 that	 I	 can	 bring	 to	 the	 table.	 For	 I	 have	
nothing	of	value	to	bring	to	God	that	God	doesn’t	already	have.	And	as	the	song	says,	
due	to	my	sin,	I	was	a	wretch,	a	person	of	despicable	character,	I	was	lost,	and	I	was	
blind	but	because	of	the	immeasurable	riches	of	God’s	grace	I	am	now	found	and	I	
can	actually	see.	
	
One	of	the	most	familiar	verses	in	all	of	scripture	that	speaks	of	the	significance	of	
God’s	grace	is	found	in	Ephesians	2:8-9	where	it	tells	us,	
	

For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	
doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.		
	

God’s	grace,	His	unearned	favor,	is	a	gift	that	is	given	to	us	today	through	faith.	But	
we	are	not	the	only	ones	who	recipients	of	God’s	grace.	God	has	always	been	the	God	
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of	grace.	Some	have	wrongly	come	to	the	conclusion	that	God	only	started	acting	out	
of	grace	once	Jesus	stepped	onto	the	earth.	But	I	want	to	show	you	today	in	Joshua	
24,	is	The	Story	of	Amazing	Grace	that	is	put	on	display	throughout	this	chapter.	
This	 our	 20th	 sermon	 within	 this	 book	 and	 what	 you	 will	 see	 today	 is	 Joshua	
addressing	 the	nation	of	 Israel	one	 last	 time	and	a	 large	portion	of	his	message	 is	
him	 communicating	 a	 message	 from	 God	 that	 recalls	 God’s	 grace	 towards	 the	
Israelites.		
	
So	what	I’m	going	to	do,	is	I’m	going	to	read	Joshua	24:1-13	and	I	want	you	to	be	on	
the	lookout	for	God’s	grace.	Pay	attention	to	everything	that	God	did	for	this	nation.	
Joshua	 is	 relaying	a	message	 that	 comes	directly	 from	 the	Lord	and	 I	want	you	 to	
observe	how	often	the	Lord	says	“I.”	 “I	did	this…”,	 “I	 took,”	“I	brought,”	“I	gave,”	“I	
destroyed,”	 “I	 delivered.”	We	 joyfully	 sing	 the	 song	 Amazing	 Grace,	 and	 after	 this	
message	 that	 Joshua	 delivers	 from	 the	 Lord	 and	 after	 taking	 note	 of	 all	 the	 good	
things	 that	God	has	 graciously	 done	 for	 Israel,	 I	would	 assume	 that	 if	 they	would	
have	had	that	song,	they	would	have	sang	it	too.	
	
Read	Joshua	24:1-13	
	
This	chapter	begins	a	lot	like	chapter	23	began,	with	Joshua	gathering	the	nation	of	
Israel	 together	because	he	has	 some	 things	 that	he	wants	 to	 say	 to	 them.	But	 this	
time	it	is	different,	Joshua	doesn’t	simply	have	something	on	his	heart	that	he	wants	
to	 say,	he	has	heard	directly	 from	the	Lord	and	must	pass	 that	 information	along.	
And	the	Lord	simply	brings	their	attention	the	history	of	His	grace	toward	them	as	
He	talks	about	where	they	were	to	where	they	are	now.		
	
This	story	of	grace	walks	through	(depending	on	how	you	break	it	down)	4	stages	
of	Israel’s	history.	I’m	just	going	to	take	the	time	to	talk	about	the	first	two	stages	
that	 talks	 about	Abraham	 and	 the	 Israelite’s	 time	 in	Egypt.	 And	 the	 second	 two	
stages,	we	won’t	have	time	to	go	into	as	we’ll	be	spending	time	taking	communion	
together.	 But	 the	 third	 stage	 is	 the	 Israelites	 time	 in	 the	Wilderness	 and	 the	 last	
stage	is	simply	the	book	of	Joshua	that	tells	of	their	time	west	of	the	Jordan.		
	
So	the	first	stage	begins…	
	
Stage	 One,	 Abraham.	You	can	 see	 this	period	 in	 time	 talked	about	 in	verses	 two	
through	four.	The	covenantal	relationship	that	God	has	with	Israel	begins	with	the	
surprising	grace	of	God.	Look	at	what	it	says	in	verse	2…	
	

“Long	ago,	your	fathers	lived	beyond	the	Euphrates,	Terah,	the	father	of	
Abraham	and	of	Nahor;	and	they	served	other	gods.		Then	I	took	your	father	
Abraham…”	

	
You	see,	we	can’t	just	gloss	over	that	as	if	it’s	no	big	deal.	That	Abraham,	who	would	
one	 day	 become	 the	 father	 of	 many	 nations,	 is	 first	 talked	 as	 one	 who	 is	 not	
honoring	 the	Lord	and	 is	preoccupied	with	pagan	worship	 just	 like	everyone	else.	
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God	 did	 not	 choose	 Abraham	 because	 He	 saw	 that	 Abraham	 stood	 head	 and	
shoulders	 above	 everyone	 else,	 that	 he	 was	 a	 man	 of	 high	 character,	 had	
extraordinary	abilities,	and	met	the	qualifications	to	become	the	face	of	a	nation.		
	
God	goes	about	doing	things	so	differently	than	we	do.	For	instance,	I	enjoy	playing	
sports.	I’m	sure	that	there	are	plenty	of	us,	at	some	point	in	our	lives,	have	been	with	
our	friends	to	play	a	pick-up	game	of	basketball	or	kickball	or	baseball	or	something	
along	those	 lines…	Teams	need	to	be	divided	up,	so	captains	are	chosen.	Then	the	
captains	of	the	teams	are	given	the	responsibility	to	pick	the	team	members	one	at	a	
time.		
	
And	it’s	interesting,	I	still	have	the	opportunity	to	work	with	students.	And	I’ve	noticed	
that	when	girls	are	the	captains,	they	typically	pick	based	upon	relationship.	They	pick	
their	friends	first.	Boys,	on	the	other	hand,	they	pick	based	upon	ability.	Can	this	person	
help	me	win	the	game?		
	
But	either	way,	people	are	chosen	based	upon	who	they	are	or	what	they	can	do.		
	
But	it	is	not	so	with	God.	Abraham	was	not	this	fully	devoted	follower	of	God	which	
made	him	a	good	fit	 to	be	the	father	of	 the	nation	of	 Israel.	 It’s	quite	the	opposite.	
Listen	to	what	one	commentator	says	as	he	quotes	the	end	of	verse	two	and	goes	on	
to	point	out	God’s	grace.	
	

‘They	served	other	gods.’	(verse	2)	That	is	the	situation	of	Abraham.	‘Then	I	
took	 your	 father	 Abraham.’	 (verse	 3)	 That	 is	 the	 grace	 of	 Yahweh.	 It	 all	
started	 there	 –in	 unexpected,	 unimaginable,	 unexplainable	 grace.	 Abraham	
rose	out	of	the	desolate	pit	and	miry	bog	of	paganism	only	because	Yahweh	
touched	 him.	 Abraham	 did	 not	 emerge	 from	 profound	 ignorance	 and	 the	
abyss	of	error	by	his	own	virtue,	but	was	drawn	out	by	the	hand	of	God.	That	
there	 is	a	people	of	God	at	all	hangs	on	 the	single	 thread	of	 the	mere	good	
pleasure	 of	 God,	 who,	 for	 no	 apparent	 reason,	 took	 hold	 of	 our	 father	
Abraham,	the	sinner.		
	

Maybe	you’ve	heard	the	phrase	before	that	“God	doesn’t	call	the	equipped.	He	equips	
the	called.”	But	I	love	that	phrase.	While	although	you	will	not	find	that	phrase	word-
for-word	in	your	Bible,	I	do	believe	it	is	a	biblical	idea.	
	
1	Peter	2:9	tells	us,	
	

 But	you	are	a	chosen	race,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	a	people	for	his	
own	possession,	that	you	may	proclaim	the	excellencies	of	him	who	called	
you	out	of	darkness	into	his	marvelous	light.	
	

Believers	in	Jesus	Christ	are	chosen,	out	of	the	darkness	and	called	into	God’s	
marvelous	light,	in	order	to	declare	God’s	praises.		
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2	Peter	1:3	says,	
	

His	 divine	 power	 has	 granted	 to	 us	 all	 things	 that	 pertain	 to	 life	 and	
godliness,	through	the	knowledge	of	him	who	called	us	to	his	own	glory	and	
excellence.	
	

It’s	not	our	power	that	gives	us	everything	that	we	need.	It’s	the	power	of	God	that	
equips	with	every	last	detail	on	what	we	need	for	living	a	godly	life.		
	
Let	me	read	 just	one	more	passage	 to	you.	1	Corinthians	1:26-31,	perhaps,	makes	
the	strongest	case	that	“God	doesn’t	call	the	equipped.	He	equips	the	called.”		Listen	to	
what	it	has	to	say,	
	

26For	consider	your	calling,	brothers:	not	many	of	you	were	wise	according	to	
worldly	 standards,	 not	 many	 were	 powerful,	 not	 many	 were	 of	 noble	
birth.	27	But	God	 chose	what	 is	 foolish	 in	 the	world	 to	 shame	 the	wise;	God	
chose	what	 is	weak	 in	 the	world	 to	 shame	 the	 strong;	28	God	chose	what	 is	
low	and	despised	 in	 the	world,	even	things	 that	are	not,	 to	bring	 to	nothing	
things	 that	 are,	29	so	that	 no	 human	 being	might	 boast	 in	 the	 presence	 of	
God.	30	And	because	of	him	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus,	who	became	to	us	wisdom	
from	God,	righteousness	and	sanctification	and	redemption,	31	so	that,	as	it	is	
written,	“Let	the	one	who	boasts,	boast	in	the	Lord.”	

I	 think	 it’s	 very	 appropriate	 to	 lay	 this	 passage	 over	 the	 top	 of	 Abraham’s	 life	
because	 He	 didn’t	 call	 Abraham	 because	 he	 was	 this	 amazing	 man	 filled	 with	
wisdom,	 or	 who	 possessed	 a	 lot	 of	 power,	 or	 because	 he	 was	 coming	 from	 a	
dignified	family.	God	simply	 looked	Abraham	and	said	“Mine.	 I’m	going	to	use	that	
man	for	my	glory.”	
	
And	I	think	it’s	important	to	apply	those	same	principles	to	our	own	lives.	Because	
some	of	you	remain	on	the	sidelines	when	it	comes	to	serving	the	Lord	because	you	
don’t	think	you	have	what	it	takes	to	really	be	effective	for	the	kingdom	of	God.	You	
look	at	your	talents,	you	do	a	survey	of	your	abilities	and	gifts,	and	have	come	to	the	
conclusion	that	they’re	not	all	that	great.		
	
Let	me	tell	you,	God	doesn’t	need	someone	more	talented	or	gifted	to	advance	the	
kingdom.	If	He	did,	He	would	have	created	every	Christian	brilliant	with	magnificent	
abilities.	He’s	God	and	He	can	do	whatever	He	pleases.		
	
But	God	takes	great	pleasure	in	extending	His	grace	to	the	ordinary	individual.	So	I	
encourage	you	to	allow	Him.	Cooperate	with	Him.	Believe	Him.	Listen	to	Him.	Obey	
Him.	An	you	don’t	have	to	do	these	things	in	your	own	strength.	He	works	within	us	
by	His	Holy	Spirit.	He	has	 the	power.	He	 raised	 Jesus	 from	 the	dead.	God’s	desires	
come	from	God	and	He	is	working	within	us	to	bring	His	desires	to	completion.	
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And	 I	 believe	 that	 was	 put	 on	 display	 very	 clearly	 through	 the	 grace	 that	 was	
extended	to	Abraham.		
	
Well,	I’d	like	to	a	minute	to	explain	one	more	stage	of	Israel’s	history	that	put’s	God’s	
amazing	grace	on	display.	Let’s	read	verses	four	through	seven.	
	
Read	Joshua	24:4-7	
	
Stage	Two,	The	Exodus	 from	Egypt.	God’s	mighty	hand	that	was	shown	through	
His	deliverance	of	the	Israelites	out	of	slavery	in	Egypt	may	be	the	most	fascinating	
aspect	in	the	Israelites	history.	Israel	had	no	hope	for	deliverance	through	their	own	
efforts	so	the	Lord	sent	Moses	and	Aaron	to	tell	Pharaoh	to	let	God’s	people	go.	The	
Pharaoh	refused	so	God	sent	a	number	of	plagues.	
	
It	 started	 with	 turning	 the	 Nile	 River	 into	 blood.	 And	 with	 Pharaoh	 unwilling	 to	
budge	 God	 then	 sent	 a	 swarm	 of	 frogs	 that	 covered	 their	 beds,	 their	 ovens,	 their	
cooking	dishes.	After	that	came	gnats,	and	then	flies,	and	then	their	livestock	started	
dying.	And	 it	 kept	 going	 on	with	 the	Egyptians,	 along	with	 their	 livestock,	 getting	
boils	 that	 broke	 out	 on	 their	 skin.	 Then	 there	were	 thunderstorms	 of	 hail,	 locust	
everywhere,	 completely	 darkness,	 and	 then	 eventually	 the	 firstborn	 son	 of	 family	
was	killed	that	was	not	under	the	covering	of	the	blood	of	the	lamb.		
	
No	 obstacle,	 natural	 or	 human,	 could	 oppose	 God	 advancing	 His	 desires.	 And	 in	
Joshua	24,	the	stress	falls	on	divine	deliverance	from	enemy	peoples,	beginning	with	
Egypt.	 Israel	must	understand	 that	 its	God,	by	His	grace	 that	has	brought	 them	to	
where	they	are	at	right	now.		
	
The	hand	of	God	placed	Abraham	as	the	father	of	their	nation.	God	is	the	One	who	
brought	them	out	of	Egypt,	He	is	the	One	who	led	them	through	the	wilderness,	and	
they	have	seen	with	their	own	eyes	God	giving	them	the	Promise	Land.		
	
	
Stage	Three,	Wilderness	
	
Stage	Four,	West	of	the	Jordan	
	
Conclusion:	
	
And	if	we	had	more	time	I’d	go	into	further	detail	expounding	on	this	Amazing	Story	
of	God’s	Grace	but	I	want	to	spend	a	few	moments	challenging	you	on	some	of	the	
principles	that	we’ve	talked	about	this	morning	because	I	believe	that	Israel’s	story	
is	not	so	different	than	your	own.		
	
Israel’s	story	is	a	story	of	God’s	grace	and	many	of	you	also	have	a	story	of	your	own	
lives	 where	 you	 can	 trace	 God’s	 grace	 throughout	 it.	 I	 was	 encouraged	 as	 I	 sat	
listening	on	Friday	night	to	some	individuals	that	are	part	of	my	Small	Group	share	
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how	 God	 has	 brought	 them	 from	 where	 they	 were	 to	 where	 they	 are	 now	 and	
common	theme	through	each	person’s	life	was	God’s	grace.		
	
So	perhaps	the	most	important	questions	that	you	could	ask	yourself	between	your	
conversion	 and	 your	 final	 resurrection,	 between	 coming	 to	 know	 Christ	 and	
standing	in	His	presence	are:	
	

1. What	exactly	is	God	doing	right	here,	right	now?	
2. How	should	I	respond	to	what	God	is	doing?	

	
To	 step	 back	 and	 look	 at	 your	 life	 and	 realize	 that	 by	 the	 grace	 of	 God	 He	 has	
brought	you	to	where	you	are	at	right	now.	Life	is	not	a	 jumbled	up	assortment	of	
random	events	 that	 don’t	 fit	 together,	 but	 for	 those	who	 love	God	 and	 have	 been	
called	according	to	His	purpose,	God	is	working	all	of	the	details	of	our	life	together	
for	good.	Not	just	for	the	good	of	our	salvation,	but	for	the	good	of	our	life.		
	
Even	in	the	details	where	we	can’t	make	absolute	sense	of	our	life,	God’s	grace	is	at	
work,	not	just	in	saving	you	but	shaping	you.	God’s	grace	doesn’t	simply	bring	us	to	
a	place	in	life	where	everything	is	easy	and	absent	of	hardships.	God	will	sometimes	
make	use	of	the	difficulties	of	life	as	tools	of	grace	to	produce	character	in	you	that	
would	not	grow	any	other	way.	If	you	were	to	read	on	past	the	book	of	Joshua	and	
into	 the	book	of	 Judges,	you’d	see	 that	all	over	 the	place.	God	doesn’t	abandon	his	
grace,	but	uses	trials	and	difficulty	to	refine	His	people.		
	
So,	for	your	trials,	and	the	difficulties	that	you	face,	know	that	that	is	not	a	sign	that	
God	 has	 forgotten	 you	 or	 is	 being	 unfaithful	 to	 His	 promises.	 Rather	 those	
difficulties	 stand	 as	 a	 reminder	 that	 He	 is	 committed	 to	 His	 grace	 and	 will	 not	
surrender	it	–God’s	grace	will	complete	it’s	work	in	you.		
	
God	 is	not	applying	his	power	 to	make	your	 life	 easy.	He’s	not	working	 to	deliver	
your	 particular	 definition	 of	 happiness.	 He’s	 giving	 you	 much	 more	 than	 that	 –
eternally	 faithful,	 forgiving,	 and	 transforming	 grace.1	I	 dare	 you	 to	 sit	 down	 this	
week	 and	write	 out	 the	 events	 of	 your	 life	 that	 have	brought	 you	 to	 this	moment	
right	now.	The	big	events,	 the	 little	events,	and	look	at	them	through	the	 lenses	of	
God’s	loving,	and	compassionate,	and	amazing	grace.		
	
In	the	good	moments	as	well	as	in	many	of	the	tragic	moments	(not	all	but	many),	
God	is	at	work	shaping	you	and	refining	you	into	the	image	of	His	Son.	God’s	grace	is	
at	work	not	just	to	save	you	from	hell,	but	change	you	to	look	more	like	Jesus.		
	
And	if	 I	could	say	 just	a	 little	bit	more	time	before	we	take	communion	together,	 I	
want	to	point	you	towards	Jesus.	For	God’s	Son,	Jesus	Christ,	He	was	and	He	is	the	
greatest	demonstration	of	God’s	grace	that	has	ever	been	extended	toward	us.	The	
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gift	of	God’s	grace	is	most	evident	in	Jesus	Christ	as	He	took	on	human	flesh,	lived	a	
perfect	a	life,	and	then	suffered,	died	and	rose	again	so	that	we	might	have	life.		
	
If	you’re	ever	stuck	wondering	about	where	the	grace	of	God	is	in	your	life…	look	to	
the	 cross.	 Look	 to	 the	 place	 where	 the	 eternal	 God	 was	 pierced	 for	 our	
transgressions,	where	Jesus	Christ	was	crushed	for	our	iniquities,	where	the	blood	
of	Jesus	brought	us	peace,	and	through	His	wounds	we	are	healed.		
	
Sin	 was	 and	 is	 an	 enemy	 that	 we	 cannot	 defeat	 through	 our	 own	 power	 and	
determination.	 But	 Jesus	 willing	 took	 upon	 Himself	 the	 punishment	 that	 we	
deserved,	and	God	the	Father	has	extended	forgiveness	toward	us	through	faith	in	
His	 Son.	 We	 want	 to	 celebrate	 the	 amazing	 gift	 of	 God’s	 grace	 and	 we	 have	 the	
opportunity	to	do	that	specifically	as	we	gather	together	today	for	communion.		
	
I’m	going	to	ask	our	men	to	come	forward	and	Dan	Itschner,	one	of	our	elders,	will	
be	leading	us	during	this	time.	


