
We	arrive	in	Joshua	23	this	morning	and	we’re	quickly	approaching	the	conclusion	
to	 the	 book,	 as	 this	 is	 the	 second	 to	 last	 chapter.	 	 A	 key	 theme	 that	 has	 been	
addressed	throughout	the	book	is	the	importance	of	obedience	and	that	is	stressed	
again	today	within	this	chapter.		
	
Obedience	is	an	important	topic	that	you	find	all	throughout	your	Bible.	If	you	have	
a	concordance	in	the	back	of	your	Bible	and	if	you	were	to	look	up	the	words	obey,	
or	obedience,	or	obedient,	you	will	discover	a	list	of	verses	that	contain	those	words.	
Let	give	you	few	examples:	
	

• Exodus	24:7	–Then	he	(Moses)	took	the	Book	of	the	Covenant	and	read	it	in	
the	hearing	of	the	people.	And	they	said,	“All	that	the	Lord	has	spoken	we	will	
do,	and	we	will	be	obedient.”	

• Acts	5:29	–But	Peter	and	the	apostles	answered,	“We	must	obey	God	rather	
than	men.	

• Ephesians	6:1	–Children,	obey	your	parents	in	the	Lord,	for	this	is	right.	
	
Obedience	is	simply	submitting	to	the	authority	of	someone	else.	When	you’re	being	
obedient	you’re	acknowledging	that	someone	else	is	in	control	and	you’re	deferring	
to	 their	 commands	 and	 their	 requests.	 When	 you	 are	 being	 disobedient,	 you’re	
denying	the	authority	of	someone	else	because	you	believe	you	know	a	better	way.	
	
For	 example,	 I	 think	 I	 have	 told	 many	 of	 you	 this	 before,	 but	 I’ve	 received	 one	
speeding	ticket	in	my	life	because	I	believed	in	that	moment	I	knew	what	was	better.	
I	was	on	my	home	 from	my	older	brother’s	wedding,	which	was	held	 in	Canada.	 I	
had	just	traveled	across	the	northern	section	of	Minnesota,	the	northern	section	of	
Wisconsin,	and	I	was	in	the	Upper	Peninsula	of	Michigan;	and	there	are	no	highways	
in	that	portion	of	the	country.	There	was	a	posted	55	mph	speed	limit,	but	I	believed	
I	knew	a	better,	and	that	is	when	a	police	officer	pulled	me	over	to	remind	me,	Luke,	
you	don’t	know	a	better	way.	Obey	the	authority	that	placed	those	signs	there.		
	
Disregarding	 the	 rules,	 ignoring	 commands	 or	 brushing	 off	 the	 authority	 that	 has	
been	placed	over	you	never	 turns	out	as	well	as	you	would	have	thought	 it	would	
have.	 Obedience	 is	 the	 better	 way,	 obedience	 is	 the	 best	 way.	 Especially	 when	 it	
comes	to	our	obedience	to	God.	The	Lord	God	is	the	One	who	created	the	earth	and	
He	 is	 the	 designer	 of	 our	 lives.	 He	 is	 the	 One	 with	 everlasting	 knowledge	 and	
wisdom.		
	
He	 truly	knows	what	 is	best.	God	doesn’t	establish	His	commands	because	He	 is	a	
cruel	dictator.	He	establishes	His	commands	to	be	obeyed	out	of	 love.	Out	of	great	
concern	for	His	own	glory	and	for	your	own	good,	God	has	given	us	directives	as	to	
how	to	live	our	lives.	We	don’t	make	it	up	as	we	go,	we	don’t	take	our	cues	from	the	
culture	around	us;	we	 look	 to	 the	Lord	and	seek	 to	be	obedient	 to	 the	 commands	
that	He	has	clearly	established.		
	



And	that	 is	what	we	 find	 Joshua	encouraging	 the	nation	of	 Israel	 to	do	 in	 the	23rd	
chapter	 of	 this	 book.	 We	 find	 him	 in	 the	 opening	 verses	 gathering	 the	 nation	 of	
Israel	together	to	give	them	instructions.	He’s	an	older	man	at	this	point	in	the	book	
and	he	has	some	things	on	his	mind	that	he	wants	the	nation	to	hear	about	before	he	
dies.	This	is	not	a	deathbed	sermon	that	he	gives	but	he	knows	that	it	is	inevitable	
that	he	will	not	be	around	forever.	So	he	takes	the	time	to	stress	the	significance	of	
being	obedient	to	the	Lord.		
	
Read	Joshua	23	
	
In	 Joshua’s	 opening,	 we	 see	 him	 talking	 to	 the	 people	 reminding	 them	 of	 God’s	
faithfulness	 over	 the	 years.	 He	 gives	 a	 testimony	 of	 God’s	 goodness	 and	 grace	
towards	the	nation	of	Israel.	This	is	not	a	historical	lesson	for	them	that	they	were	
hearing	about	second	hand,	but	this	was	what	they	had	experienced	with	their	own	
eyes	and	witnessed	with	their	own	lives.		
	
It’s	 like	a	 family	gathering	 to	 tell	of	 the	good	times	 that	have	 taken	place	over	 the	
years,	but	for	the	nation	of	Israel	it	was	a	time	for	them	to	recall	how	God	had	shown	
up	in	remarkable	ways	in	defeating	the	nations	that	were	dwelling	within	the	land	of	
Canaan.	 Joshua	reminds	them	of	God’s	 faithfulness	to	fulfill	His	promises,	 that	God	
has	 always	 come	 through	with	 completing	 every	detail	 that	He	has	 committed	 to.	
And	that	the	nation	of	Israel	must	continue	to	trust	the	Lord	in	the	days	ahead.		
	
And	this	is	where	Joshua	turns	his	attention	onto	the	nation	of	Israel	and	begins	to	
urge	the	people	be	obedient.	I	want	to	read	verse	6	once	again,	I	want	to	point	out	to	
you	The	Standard	for	Obedience.		
	
Read	Joshua	23:6	
	
The	Standard	for	Obedience	is	the	Book	of	the	Law	of	Moses.	This	is	referring	to	the	
instructions	that	Moses	had	received	from	the	Lord.	Obviously	they	didn’t	have	all	of	
the	 Scripture	 that	 we	 have	 today,	 but	 they	 had	 the	 books	 of	 the	 Law	 (Genesis,	
Exodus,	 Leviticus,	 Numbers,	 and	 Deuteronomy),	 and	 they	 were	 to	 have	 an	
understanding	of	what	was	in	the	book	of	the	Law	and	they	were	to	submit	to	the	
standards	that	were	revealed	within	the	Law.		
	
For	this	law	was	graciously	given	by	God	to	give	them	insight	and	understanding	of	
how	to	 live	 in	covenant	 fellowship	with	Him.	They	didn’t	need	to	be	clueless	as	 to	
how	to	live	in	a	right	relationship	with	God	for	He	revealed	that	to	them	within	the	
Law.		
	
Do	you	know	how	sometimes	you’re	in	a	relationship	with	a	person	and	you	don’t	
know	what	the	expectations	are?	I’m	not	even	talking	about	a	dating	relationship	or	
a	marital	relationship	I’m	talking	about	a	relationship	with	anybody.	Like	 is	 it	odd	
for	me	to	just	call	out	the	blue	to	just	say	hi	or	pop	into	your	home	unannounced	just	
because	I	was	in	the	area.	Like	we’re	friends,	but	how	good	of	friends	are	we.		



God	makes	His	expectations	very	clear	in	the	Law.	If	the	people	of	Israel	are	going	to	
be	 obedient	 to	 the	 Lord	 they	 need	 to	 go	 to	 the	 book	 of	 the	 Law	 and	 seek	 to	 be	
obedient	to	all	that	is	contained	within	it.		
	
And	Joshua	tells	them	that	they	need	to	be	strong	in	order	to	do	so.	There’s	going	to	
be	 a	 temptation	 to	 go	 a	 different	 direction	 and	 to	 think	 that	 they’ve	 discovered	 a	
better	way.	But	 they	must	resist	 that	 temptation	and	continually	bring	themselves	
back	 to	 the	 Law,	 bring	 themselves	 back	 to	 the	Word	 of	 God.	 Obedience	 to	 God’s	
Word	 is	 the	quickest	 route	 toward	bringing	honor	 to	God	and	 let	me	 tell	you	 that	
there	is	so	much	reward	in	being	obedient	to	His	Word.			
	
I	want	to	read	another	passage	to	you.	This	was	something	that	the	nation	of	Israel,	
that	 Joshua	was	speaking	to,	didn’t	have	the	opportunity	 to	be	encouraged	by,	but	
because	we	 have	 all	 of	 scripture,	 we	 can	 be.	 It’s	 Psalm	 19:7-11,	 it	 gives	 so	much	
insight	into	the	rewards	of	being	obedient	to	the	Word	of	God.		
	

7	The	law	of	the	LORD	is	perfect,		
				reviving	the	soul;	
the	testimony	of	the	LORD	is	sure,	
				making	wise	the	simple;	
8	the	precepts	of	the	LORD	are	right,	
				rejoicing	the	heart;	
the	commandment	of	the	LORD	is	pure,	
				enlightening	the	eyes;	
9	the	fear	of	the	LORD	is	clean,	
				enduring	forever;	
the	rules	of	the	LORD	are	true,	
				and	righteous	altogether.	
10	More	to	be	desired	are	they	than	gold,	
				even	much	fine	gold;	
sweeter	also	than	honey	
				and	drippings	of	the	honeycomb.	
11	Moreover,	by	them	is	your	servant	warned;	
				in	keeping	them	there	is	great	reward.	

	
You	see,	the	standard	for	obedience	for	the	Israelites	was	the	Word	of	God,	but	that’s	
the	same	standard	that	we	conform	to	as	well.	That	is	why	on	a	Sunday	morning	in	
our	service	we	spend	so	much	time	walking	through	a	book	of	the	Bible.	We	believe	
all	 of	 it	 is	 important	 and	 all	 of	 it	 is	 good.	We	 affirm	what	 Psalm	 19	 says,	 that	 is	
powerful	enough	 to	revive	soul,	 that	 is	pleasing	enough	 to	make	 the	heart	 rejoice,	
that	it	is	permanent	and	will	endure	forever.	And	we	have	no	desire	to	turn	from	the	
left	of	it	or	the	right	of	it,	but	to	follow	all	of	what	it	says.		
	
In	a	day	and	age	where	many	are	wandering	away	from	the	scripture,	it	is	our	desire	
be	strong	to	keep	and	to	do	all	that	is	written	in	this	book	(hold	up	the	Bible).		
	



I	was	 encouraged	 a	 couple	 of	weeks	 ago	 as	 I	was	 standing	 around	 talking	with	 a	
couple	of	men	 from	our	 church	and	 they	were	 telling	me	about	how	 they’ve	been	
getting	up	a	 little	earlier	each	day	to	spend	some	time	 in	God’s	Word.	 I	 think	they	
told	me	they	were	getting	up	15	or	20	minutes	early	to	spend	a	little	bit	of	time	by	
themselves	with	the	Lord	reading	His	Word	before	they	start	 their	day.	And	that’s	
fantastic!	For	if	we’re	going	to	be	strong	in	keeping	His	Word,	we	need	to	know	it.		
	
And	hey,	if	you	don’t	know	where	to	start,	why	don’t	you	start	by	reading	the	book	
of	Proverbs.	It’s	a	book	of	wisdom	and	it’s	very	easy	to	read	one	chapter	a	day,	and	if	
you	stick	with	it,	by	the	end	of	the	month	you’ve	read	the	entire	chapter.		
	
It	is	our	desire	to	be	obedient	to	the	Lord,	and	His	Word	is	the	standard.	That	hasn’t	
changed	in	thousands	of	years.	We	are	to	hold	just	as	firmly	to	it	today	as	the	nation	
of	Israel	did	when	Joshua	called	for	them	to	do	it	many,	many,	many	years	ago.	So	
Joshua	gives	them	The	Standard	 for	Obedience,	but	then	he	also	gives	them	The	
Plan	for	Obedience.			
	
I	want	to	read	several	verses	to	you:	
	
Read	Joshua	23:7-8	
Read	Joshua	23:11-12	
	
The	Plan	 for	Obedience	for	the	Israelite	people	was	separation.	They	were	not	to	
attach	 themselves	 to	 the	 surrounding	 nations	 due	 to	 the	 risk	 of	 adopting	 various	
values	 and	 practices	 that	 ran	 contrary	 to	 the	 values	 and	 practices	 of	 godliness.	
Israel’s	calling	was	to	the	worship	of	 the	one	true	God.	God	had	already	separated	
them	from	ungodliness,	and	called	them	to	Himself	as	His	special	possession.		
	
They	were	to	love	God	with	all	of	their	heart,	all	of	their	soul,	and	with	all	of	their	
strength.	 They	were	 to	 serve	 the	 Lord	with	 all	 of	 their	 heart	 and	with	 all	 of	 their	
soul.	Their	affection	was	 to	be	 fixed	exclusively	upon	 the	Lord	 their	God	and	 they	
were	 not	 to	 make	 compromises	 within	 that	 relationship.	 And	 if	 they	 were	 not	
cautious,	they	could	allow	idolatry	to	slip	into	their	midst.			
	
And	 compromise	 has	 destroyed	 so	many	 plans.	 There	 have	 been	 plenty	 of	 times	
where	you’ve	had	a	 good	 idea;	 you’re	 going	 to	be	more	 intentional	with	your	day	
and	get	up	a	 little	earlier,	you’re	going	to	start	 living	a	healthier	 lifestyle	by	eating	
better	and	exercising,	you’re	going	to	be	more	responsible	with	the	work	that	you	
have	 and	 not	wait	 until	 the	 last	minute	 to	 get	 things	 done,	 you’re	 going	 to	 spend	
more	 time	 reading	 your	 Bible,	 your	 going	 to	 be	 more	 disciplined	 with	 your	
finances…	and	on	and	on	it	goes…	
	
But	 you	 give	 in	 a	 little	 bit	 here	 and	 you	make	 a	 few	 concessions	 over	 there,	 and	
gradually	 the	 ground	 beneath	 your	 feet	 has	 deteriorated	 and	 you’re	 in	 an	 all	 out	
free-fall.	Making	 compromises	 in	 our	 relationship	with	 the	 Lord	 can	 happen	 very	
slowly	and	very	subtly,	but	it	has	disastrous	results.		



Israel	was	to	remain	separate	from	the	surrounding	nations	and	that	is	true	for	us	
today	as	well.	Biblical	separation	does	not	require	Christians	to	have	no	contact	with	
unbelievers.	For	like	Jesus,	we	should	befriend	the	sinner	without	partaking	of	the	
sin.	But	we	should	not	deeply	or	completely	attach	ourselves	to	those	who	have	no	
love	 for	 Jesus	Christ.	Our	values	are	different.	The	principles	 in	which	we	 live	are	
different.	 Our	 goals	 are	 different.	 The	 purposes	 for	 which	 we	 live	 our	 lives	 are	
different.		
	
And	 one	 of	 the	 relationships	 that	 Joshua	 mentions	 in	 verse	 12	 that	 must	 not	 be	
pursued	between	the	child	of	God	and	those	who	are	not	clinging	to	the	Lord	is	the	
marriage	relationship.		
	
I	 want	 to	 stress	 the	 importance	 of	 that;	 that	 you	 don’t	 intentionally	 enter	 into	 a	
romantic	relationship	with	someone	who	doesn’t	know	Christ.	I	remember	having	a	
conversation	with	 a	 dad	 one	 time	 and	 he	was	 telling	me	 about	 his	 daughter.	 His	
daughter	has	been	dating	this	guy	for	a	few	months	and	everyone	in	the	family	likes	
him.	He’s	a	great	guy.	He’s	kind	and	seems	to	be	treating	this	young	lady	really	well.	
But	then	the	dad	tells	me,	there’s	just	this	one	thing,	he’s	not	a	Christian.		
	
I’m	thinking,	“this	one	thing?”	This	one	thing	is	everything.	Jesus	is	not	just	this	add	
on	 to	 your	 life,	 He’s	 everything!	 He	 shapes	 your	 thoughts,	 your	 desires,	 your	
intentions.	He	reorients	your	purpose	and	goals	in	life.		
	
I	tell	my	daughters	when	it	comes	to	the	man	that	they	will	marry	someday,	is	that	I	
have	two	requirements.	1He	needs	to	love	Jesus.	2I	need	to	like	him.	And	if	he	meets	
the	first	requirement,	this	young	man	will	meet	the	second	requirement.	And	I	have	
heard	 plenty	 of	 stories	 where	 an	 individual	 comes	 to	 a	 saving	 relationship	 with	
Jesus	Christ	in	the	midst	of	dating	a	Christian…	but	I’ve	also	heard	plenty	of	stories	
of	an	unbeliever	marrying	a	believer	in	Jesus	Christ,	without	a	change	in	faith	by	the	
unbelieving	spouse.		
	
And	I’ve	heard	it	said,	
	

To	 marry	 a	 non-believer	 is	 like	 two	 artists	 trying	 to	 paint	 two	 different	
pictures	on	the	same	canvas.	You’re	trying	to	paint	a	picture	of	Jesus	and	the	
church,	but	your	spouse	is	trying	to	paint	something	entirely	different.1	

	
Be	careful	about	who	you	enter	into	relationships	with.	I’m	not	saying	that	you	need	
to	run	away	and	have	no	contact	with	those	who	don’t	know	Christ.	You	should	have	
contact	with	them.	But	you	must	not	make	compromises	in	your	walk	with	the	Lord.	
There	 should	 be	 a	 noticeable	 difference	 between	 those	 who	 love	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	
Christ	and	those	who	don’t	even	know	who	He	is.		
	
																																																								
1	https://www.9marks.org/article/can-christians-marry-non-christians-a-biblical-
theology/	



Joshua	urges	the	Israelites,	and	the	Word	of	God	compels	us	to	remain	faithful	to	the	
Lord	even	while	being	surrounded	even	while	being	surrounded	by	those	who	don’t	
know	the	Lord.	So	as	we’ve	look	at	this	passage	we’ve	seen	the	standard	for	obedience,	
we’ve	 talked	about	 the	plan	 for	obedience,	and	 I	want	 to	draw	your	attention	to	 the	
motivation	for	obedience.		
	
The	Motivation	for	Obedience	
	
Read	Joshua23:9-10		

• Motivated	by	grace	
	
Read	Joshua	23:11-13	

• Motivated	by	fear	
• If	you	abandon	God,	God	will	abandon	you…		

	
Obedience	is	a	significant	aspect	of	the	believers	life…		
	
Conclusion:		
	
As	much	as	we	need	to	be	committed	to	obedience,	I	recognize	just	how	difficult	it	is	
to	completely	 follow	 through	with	 that	demand.	Like	 the	desire	of	our	heart	must	
come	to	a	place	that	submits	to	the	authority	of	God,	where	our	desires	align	with	
the	desires	 of	God.	But	 let’s	 be	honest,	we	 fail	 at	 that	 and	 even	 the	most	 godly	of	
individuals	fail	at	perfectly	obeying	the	commands	of	God.		
	
Let	me	ask	you,	think	of	the	people	that	we	learn	of	in	the	Old	Testament,	who	are	
the	people	that	you’d	want	to	imitate	and	copy	the	actions	of	with	your	life?	There	
are	plenty	of	men	and	women	within	the	Old	Testament,	where	you	would	want	to	
follow	their	examples	in	some	areas	and	do	the	exact	opposite	in	other	areas.	Where	
they’re	not	flawless	by	any	stretch	of	the	imagination.		
	
I	 will	 give	 you	 a	 few	 examples.	 Think	 of	 Noah,	 at	 one	 point	 in	 time	 he	 was	
considered	the	last	righteous	man	on	earth.	But	after	the	flood	had	subsided	there	
came	a	day	when	he	made	the	choice	to	drink	too	much	wine	and	proceeded	to	pass	
out	in	his	tent	drunken	and	naked.	Or	take	Abraham	as	an	example,	one	of	the	most	
significant	personalities	 of	 the	Bible,	 the	 great	patriarch	of	 the	nation	of	 Israel	 on	
two	different	 occasions	denied	 that	 Sarah	was	his	wife	 and	 allowed	other	men	 to	
walk	away	her.	She	was	a	beautiful,	and	he	thought	that	might	get	them	in	trouble,	
so	he	said,	“Let’s	just	say	that	you’re	my	sister	instead.”	And	Sarah,	Abraham’s	wife,	
had	her	own	faults.	Instead	of	trusting	that	God	would	provide	them	a	child,	she	told	
her	husband	to	go	have	a	sexual	relationship	with	their	servant	Hagar.		
	
And	we	could	keep	going	on,	we	could	talk	about	Aaron	the	priest	that	gathered	the	
gold	 rings	 from	 the	 Israelites	 and	 formed	 a	 golden	 calf	 for	 them	 to	 worship.	We	
could	 talk	 about	 King	 David,	 the	 man	 after	 God’s	 own	 heart	 that	 concealed	 his	



adulterous	relationship	with	a	murder.		We	could	jump	to	the	New	Testament	and	
talk	 about	 the	 disciple’s	 constant	 competition	 for	 greatness.	We	 could	 discuss	 the	
Apostle	Paul	and	how	he	did	not	start	off	as	a	saint	but	as	a	murderer	of	Christians.		
	
Now,	I’m	saying	all	of	this	not	because	I	want	you	to	take	a	relaxed	approach	toward	
obedience.	No.	We	should	not	just	throw	up	our	hands	and	go,	“this	whole	obedience	
thing	can’t	be	really	 followed	 through	with	so	why	even	bother.”	That	 is	not	what	
I’m	driving	towards.		
	
But	I	do	want	to	acknowledge	the	difficulty	of	it.	For	the	church	is	not	a	gathering	of	
perfect	people,	but	a	gathering	of	flawed	individuals	who	recognize	that	we	are	need	
of	the	grace	of	God.	God	is	openly	honest	in	his	description	of	the	human	condition.	
The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that,	on	our	own	and	by	our	own	efforts,	we	can’t	possibly	
be	perfect	as	our	heavenly	Father	 is	perfect.	We	don’t	 love	God	with	all	our	heart,	
soul,	 mind,	 and	 strength.	 We	 don’t	 love	 our	 neighbors	 as	 ourselves.	 We	 have	 a	
problem,	and	it’s	called	sin.	We	are	born	with	it,	and	we	cannot	overcome	the	effects	
of	it	on	our	own.	Sin	completely	affects	us	to	our	core.	Sin	affects	what	we	do,	say,	
and	think.	It	corrupts	everything	about	us.	
	
We	are	sinners,	and	we	fall	far	short	of	the	glory	of	God.	We	have	a	better	chance	of	
jumping	from	one	side	to	the	other	side	of	the	Grand	Canyon,	than	perfectly	living	in	
obedience	to	God.	And	we	can	be	honest	about	that.	We	don’t	need	to	misrepresent	
ourselves	or	put	on	a	mask	to	pretend	that	we	are	perfect	people.	We	can	confess	
that	openly	before	God	and	before	each	other.		
	
That’s	 why	 we	 want	 to	 center	 ourselves	 not	 on	 ourselves	 but	 upon	 Jesus	 Christ.	
Jesus	 lived	a	perfect	 life	 in	 full	 obedience	 to	 the	 law	of	God	 in	 thought,	word,	 and	
action. Jesus’	mission	wasn’t	simply	to	die	on	the	cross	for	our	sins	but	also	to	live	a	
life	 of	 perfect	 righteousness,	 perfect	 obedience.	 Everything	 that	 Jesus	 did	 was	
perfect.		
	
Jesus	would	say	in	John	4:34	
	

“My	food	is	to	do	the	will	of	him	who	sent	me	and	to	accomplish	his	work.”	
	

My	greatest	desire	is	to	fulfill	the	desires	of	My	Heavenly	Father.	Jesus	would	go	on	
to	say	in	John	6:38,	
	

“For	I	have	come	down	from	heaven,	not	to	do	my	own	will	but	the	will	of	
him	who	sent	me.”	

 
Obedience	to	God	the	Father	was	an	indispensable	part	of	Jesus	Christ’s	life	and	
ultimately	it	was	obedience	that	brought	about	His	death.		
	
Listen	to	what	Philippians	2:6-8	have	to	say,	
	



(Jesus)	though	he	was	in	the	form	of	God,	did	not	count	equality	with	God	a	
thing	 to	 be	 grasped,	but	emptied	 himself,	 by	 taking	 the	 form	 of	 a	servant,	
being	 born	 in	 the	 likeness	 of	 men.		And	 being	 found	 in	 human	 form,	 he	
humbled	himself	by	becoming	obedient	to	the	point	of	death,	even	death	on	a	
cross.	

	
Jesus	Christ	went	to	the	cross	in	obedience	to	His	Father	so	that	you	can	experience	
life,	true	life,	everlasting	life.		
	
So	 I	 know	 that	 I’ve	 been	 talking	 about	 your	 obedience	 all	 this	morning.	 And	 I	 do	
want	to	urge	you	to	be	obedient	to	the	Word	of	God.	But	what	is	that	truly	compels	
us	 to	 be	 obedient?	 It	 should	 be	 the	 love	 of	 Christ	 that	 was	 demonstrated	 in	 His	
obedience	 on	 the	 cross.	 We	 obey	 most	 sincerely,	 not	 when	 we’re	 looking	 at	 the	
commands	of	God,	 although	we	 should	know	 them,	we	obey	most	 sincerely	when	
we’re	looking	at	Jesus.		
	
That’s	what	the	Apostle	Paul	tells	us	in	2	Corinthians	5:14-15 
	
	

For	 the	 love	of	Christ	controls	us,	because	we	have	concluded	this:	 that	one	
has	 died	 for	 all,	 therefore	 all	 have	died;	and	he	died	 for	 all,	that	 those	who	
live	might	no	longer	live	for	themselves	but	for	Him	who	for	their	sake	died	
and	was	raised.	
	

We	recognize	that	we	are	imperfect	people	who	are	following	after	a	perfect	Savior.	
The	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	compels	us	to	be	obedient	to	our	Heavenly	Father,	and	we	
know	that	we	will	fulfill	it	perfectly,	but	we	are	thankful	that	Jesus	did.			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


