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I	am	one	of	those	people	that	do	not	enjoy	conflict.	I	don’t	thrive	in	situations	where	
I’m	 in	 contention	with	 someone	 else	 or	where	 there’s	 constant	 arguments	 taking	
place.	 But	 do	 I	 ever	 get	 into	 situations	where	 there’s	 conflict?	 Absolutely.	 I	 am	 a	
flawed	 individual	 that	 intentionally	 at	 times	 or	 that	 unintentionally	 in	 other	
situations	 sins	 against	 other	 people.	 And	 that	 causes	 problems.	 Or,	 I	 may	 not	
necessarily	 be	 sinning	 against	 another	 person,	 but	 because	 my	 preferences	 may	
different,	or	my	choices	don’t	exactly	align	with	someone	else’s	it	causes	a	division.		
	
And	 the	 same	 thing	 is	 true	 the	 other	 direction;	 people	 sin	 against	 me	 or	 make	
choices	 that	 don’t	 align	with	 the	 choices	 that	 I	would	make	 and	 it	 brings	 about	 a	
struggle.		
	
Like	I	said,	I	don’t	enjoy	when	there’s	conflict	in	a	relationship.	I	don’t	get	a	rush	of	
adrenaline	 to	 go	 to	 battle	 against	 another	 person.	 When	 Laura	 and	 I	 do	 have	 a	
disagreement	with	one	another,	where	there’s	conflict	in	the	relationship,	it	usually	
takes	 us	 a	 couple	 of	 hours	 to	 work	 through	 the	 situation.	 And	 part	 of	 those	 two	
hours	 is	us	sitting	there	 in	silence	carefully	thinking	through	what	we	want	to	say	
next.	 Because	 neither	 one	 of	 us	 wants	 to	 needlessly	 hurt	 the	 other	 person.	 But	
conflict	is	inevitable	and	you	can’t	simply	sweep	it	under	the	rug	as	if	it’s	not	there.	
Ignoring	a	conflict	does	not	make	it	go	away.		
	
And	sometimes	the	best	thing	that	you	will	need	to	do	is	lovingly	come	alongside	of	
an	 individual	 and	 point	 out	 something	 where	 they’re	 causing	 harm	 in	 the	
relationship	between	 the	 two	of	 you	or	 come	alongside	of	 an	 individual	point	out	
where	 they’re	 causing	 harm	 to	 themself.	 And	 that	 is	 what	 is	 happening	 in	 the	
passage	that	we’re	going	to	look	at	today	in	Joshua	22.	If	you	were	with	us	last	week	
you	will	remember	that	a	portion	of	the	Israelites	were	leaving	to	head	back	home.	
	
Two	 and	 half	 tribes	 (the	 tribes	 of	 Reuben,	 Gad,	 ½	 of	 Manasseh)	 have	 their	
possession	 of	 the	 Promise	 Land	 east	 of	 the	 Jordan	River	 (Show	Map).	 Joshua,	 the	
leader	of	Israel,	thanked	these	tribes	for	their	service	and	challenged	them	to	follow	
closely	after	the	Lord	as	they	headed	back	home.	And	what	you	will	see	today	is	that	
on	their	journey	back	home	they	decided	to	that	it	would	be	a	good	idea	to	construct	
this	 enormous	 alter.	 And	when	 the	 rest	 of	 Israel	 hears	 about	 it,	 they	 can’t	 simply	
ignore	it,	for	they	believe	that	this	alter	was	built	to	worship	false	gods.		
	
And	although	they	have	been	fighting	for	the	past	seven	years	to	conquer	the	land	of	
Canaan	and	are	more	than	likely	ready	to	take	a	break	from	all	of	the	warfare,	they	
see	 the	 worship	 of	 a	 false	 god	 by	 their	 fellow	 Israelites	 as	 something	 cannot	 be	
ignored	 and	must	 be	 confronted.	 So	 as	we	 turn	 our	 attention	 to	 our	 Bibles	we’re	
going	 to	 see	 the	 Israelites	Confronting	 Rebellion	 against	 God,	 and	 I	 believe	 this	
passage	gives	us	some	principles	to	follow	in	our	own	lives	when	we	observe	other	
Christians	 living	 contrary	 to	 the	 Word	 of	 God;	 that	 we	 don’t	 enter	 into	 conflict	
because	we	like	it,	but	because	we	are	too	concerned	to	just	overlook	it.			
	
Read	Joshua	22:9-12	
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First,	Do	Not	Be	Passive.	The	first	thing	that	I	want	to	encourage	you	to	do	when	
you	observe	an	 individual	rebelling	against	God	is	that	you	cannot	be	passive.	The	
Israelites	demonstrated	in	these	verses	here	a	proper	concern	when	they	believed	a	
portion	of	their	nation	was	beginning	to	live	contrary	to	the	commands	of	God.		
	
But	 I’ll	 admit	 that	 on	 my	 first	 reading	 through	 of	 this	 passage,	 I	 thought	 the	
Israelites	overreacted.	They	heard	that	these	two	tribes	had	constructed	an	alter	and	
jumped	to	their	feet	to	head	to	war	with	them?!	On	my	first	reading	that	seemed	a	bit	
much	and	it	seemed	to	have	escalated	a	little	too	quickly.		
	
But	on	further	consideration	these	tribes	weren’t	eager	to	head	to	war,	they	weren’t	
a	 ruthless	 or	 barbaric	 nation	 that	 took	 enjoyment	 out	 of	 dominating	 others.	 They	
had	 just	 spent	 seven	 years	 conquering	 the	 land	 of	 Canaan	 and	 probably	 had	 a	
tremendous	desire	to	put	their	weapons	down	and	be	at	rest.	I	don’t	think	there	was	
an	eagerness	 to	 start	a	 civil	war	where	 they	would	have	 to	 fight	 against	men	 that	
they	had	previously	fought	alongside	of.	
	
So	why	would	they	gather	for	war?	Well,	they	will	explain	themselves	in	more	detail	
in	the	following	verses.	But	we	can	see	the	issue	here	in	these	verses.	The	tribes	that	
dwelled	on	the	east	side	of	the	Jordan	River,	which	is	often	called	the	Transjordan	
tribes,	 they	build	an	alter.	And	as	we	can	see	 in	verse	10,	 it’s	an	alter	of	 imposing	
size.	This	thing	is	huge!	
	
It’s	 the	 type	of	 thing	 that	as	you’re	passing	by	 it	grabs	your	attention.	Kind	of	 like	
now	when	you’re	on	the	highway	and	see	that	 there	was	an	accident	on	the	other	
side	of	the	highway,	and	you	have	a	really	hard	time	not	turning	and	looking	at	it	as	
you	drive	because	it	has	captivated	your	attention.	That	would	be	the	effect	that	this	
alter	 would	 have	 on	 anyone	 that	 would	 go	 that	 direction.	 Israel	 had	 already	
established	an	alter	for	the	Lord	in	Shiloh	and	the	initial	thought	for	those	who	had	
seen	 this	 alter	 beside	 the	 Jordan	 River,	 was	 that	 this	 alter	 was	 constructed	 to	
worship	a	false	god	or	false	gods	(plural).	That	deeply	concerned	those	who	dwelled	
on	west	of	the	Jordan	River,	also	known	as	the	Cisjordanian	tribes.		
	
I	believe	they	did	what	was	appropriate.	They	saw	something	that	deeply	concerned	
them,	where	they	believed	that	a	portion	of	their	people	where	rebelling	against	God	
who	had	just	fulfilled	His	promise	by	giving	them	the	land	of	Canaan.	And	now	these	
Transjordanian	 tribes,	 those	 who	 have	 land	 east	 of	 the	 Jordan	 River,	 are	
worshipping	a	false	god,	this	didn’t	make	sense	to	them.	This	was	not	the	right	way	
to	start	off	in	this	new	land.	This	was	not	the	way	honor	the	Lord.	These	tribes	had	
just	been	charged	by	Joshua	a	little	while	ago	to	follow	closely	after	the	commands	
of	the	Lord,	to	love	Him,	to	walk	in	His	ways,	to	cling	to	the	Lord,	and	to	serve	the	
Lord	with	all	of	their	heart	and	all	of	their	soul…	and	it	appears	that	they’re	already	
abandoning	that	call.		
	
And	the	easy	thing	for	the	Cisjordanian	tribes,	 the	west	siders,	 to	do,	would	be	for	
them	to	just	ignore	it.	To	just	let	it	slide	and	avoid	the	conflict	all	together.		
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But	ignoring	what	you	believe	to	be	sin,	being	passive	about	what	you	believe	to	be	
dishonoring	to	the	Lord	is	really	dangerous.	And	just	standing	by	while	something	
troubling	 is	 happening	 in	 your	 midst	 can	 have	 devastating	 results.	 The	 greatest	
illustration	of	that	is	Adam	and	Eve	in	garden	of	Eden.		
	
In	 Genesis	 3	 where	 told	 of	 the	 conversation	 that	 Eve	 had	 with	 the	 serpent	
concerning	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil.	Eve	eventually	gave	into	the	
temptation	by	taking	a	bite	of	that	forbidden	fruit.	And	there’s	an	old	saying	that	I’ve	
heard	 before	 that	 goes	 “When	Adam	was	 away…	Eve	went	 astray.”	 But	 that’s	 not	
true!	Adam	wasn’t	away.	Genesis	3:6	says,	
	

So	when	the	woman	saw	that	 the	 tree	was	good	 for	 food,	and	 that	 it	was	a	
delight	to	the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree	was	to	be	desired	to	make	one	wise,	she	
took	of	its	fruit	and	ate,	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband	who	was	with	
her,	and	he	ate.		
	

Adam	 wasn’t	 away;	 he	 was	 standing	 right	 there	 next	 to	 her	 as	 she	 had	 this	
conversation	with	the	serpent.	He	stood	right	there	as	she	entertained	the	thoughts	
of	 rebellion.	He	passively	 stood	 there	 as	 she	 stretched	out	 her	hand,	 plucked	 that	
piece	of	fruit	and	placed	it	to	her	mouth.	And	when	Eve	handed	it	to	Adam,	he	too	
took	a	bite	which	brought	about	the	curse	of	sin.	
	
You	see,	being	passive,	disinterested,	and	unconcerned	when	you	believe	you	have	
observed	someone	heading	in	a	direction	that	is	dishonoring	to	the	Lord	may	be	one	
of	the	most	one	unloving	things	that	you	can	do.	And	so	we	see	these	Israelites,	who	
are	more	 than	 likely	 tired	of	war,	gather	 together	 to	go	confront	 those	2	½	 tribes	
who	dwell	on	the	east	of	the	Jordan.		
	
Read	Joshua	22:13-20	
	
The	 second	 principle	 that	 we	 can	 learn	 from	 the	 Israelites	 when	 it	 comes	 to	
confronting	rebellion	is	to…	
	
Clearly	Sate	Your	Concern	in	Love.	While	although	the	tribes	had	assembled	and	
they	were	prepared	for	war,	they	were	ready	to	discipline	this	group	if	need	be,	but	
they	didn’t	have	a	desire	to	blindside	them	with	an	attack.	They	did	not	carry	this	
philosophy	of	shoot	and	ask	questions	later.		
	
No,	they	sent	representatives	from	each	tribe,	along	with	the	Phinehas	the	priest,	to	
go	have	a	conversation	with	these	2	½	tribes.	And	we	can	see	in	verse	16,	that	they	
stated	very	clearly	that	their	concern	was	that	these	tribes	had	committed	a	breach	
of	faith.	The	Lord	had	commanded	them	to	follow	after	His	commandments,	not	to	
turn	to	the	 left	of	 it	or	the	right	of	 it,	but	to	follow	His	commands	wholeheartedly.	
And	 it	 appeared	 that	 the	 tribes	 east	 of	 the	 Jordan	River	 had	 broken	 off	 and	were	
going	their	own	way.		
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And	there	was	a	great	fear	within	them	that	the	Lord	would	be	angry,	not	just	with	
these	2	½	 tribes	who	had	built	 the	alter,	 but	with	 the	entire	nation	of	 Israel.	And	
they	gave	a	couple	of	examples	of	when	a	small	group	of	people	sinned,	or	even	one	
person	rebelled	against	God	and	it	brought	about	some	catastrophic	results.	
	
First,	in	verse	17,	they	mention	Peor.	Numbers	25	(I’m	not	going	to	read	it)	gives	the	
account	 of	 when	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 decided	 it	 would	 be	 a	 good	 idea	 to	 start	
worshiping	 the	 false	 god	 baal.	 People	 were	 making	 sacrifices	 to	 baal	 and	 were	
bowing	down	to	this	false	god	and	were	worshipping	it.	That	brought	about	a	plague	
in	the	nation	of	Israel	that	brought	about	the	death	of	twenty-four	thousand	people.	
The	plague	did	not	come	to	a	stop	until	Phinehas	the	priest	confronted	the	rebellion	
by	putting	to	death	one	of	the	guilty	perpetrators.		
	
And	 that	 is	 probably	 the	 reason	 that	 he	 is	 brought	 in	 to	 take	 leadership	 in	 this	
moment	rather	than	Joshua.	This	is	a	spiritual	situation	that	he	has	handled	before.		
	
So	they	mention	Peor,	but	they	also	mention…	
	
Second,	 in	 verse	 20,	 Achan.	 We	 talked	 about	 Achan	 a	 couple	 of	 months	 ago	 as	
discovered	 his	 rebellion	 against	 God	 from	 the	 book	 of	 Joshua.	 If	 you	 remember,	
Achan	was	part	of	 the	 Israelite	army	 that	 conquered	 the	city	of	 Jericho.	When	 the	
walls	came	crumbling	down,	the	Israelite	army	entered	into	the	city	but	was	not	to	
take	a	single	item	from	that	city	for	themselves.		
	
But	Achan	disobeyed.	He	 entered	 into	 Jericho	and	 it	 didn’t	 take	him	 long	 to	 see	 a	
nice	pair	of	clothing,	some	silver	and	gold	 lying	around,	and	he	took	it	 for	himself.	
And	 Achan’s	 choice	 there	 brought	 about	 Israel’s	 first	 defeat	 in	 attempting	 to	
conquer	the	promise	land.		
	
One	person’s	sin,	or	a	small	group	of	people’s	sin	has	had	horrible	consequences	in	
the	past,	 and	 the	nation	of	 Israel	does	not	want	 to	 see	 that	 repeated.	They	do	not	
want	the	wrath	of	God	to	fall	upon	them.		
	
But	 I	 don’t	 believe	 this	 is	 a	 cold-hearted	 confrontation	where	 the	west	 siders	 are	
harshly	 saying,	 “Hey,	 you	 guys	on	 the	 eastside,	 get	 your	 act	 together.”	 For	 they’re	
willing	 to	 sacrificially	 love	 these	 people	 in	 order	 to	make	 things	 right.	 Let’s	 read	
verse	19	again.		
	
Read	Joshua	22:19	
	
What	they’re	saying	is	that	if	by	your	actions,	you	guys	have	made	your	side	of	the	
Jordan	 River	 unclean	 and	 it	 is	 no	 longer	 holy,	 it	 is	 no	 longer	 possible	 for	 you	 to	
honor	the	Lord	over	there,	come	live	with	us.	We’ll	give	up	some	of	our	cities,	some	
of	our	 land,	 some	of	our	possessions	 in	order	 to	make	 things	 right.	We’re	not	out	
here	because	we	love	conflict,	we’re	out	here	because	we	love	you,	and	we	love	the	
Lord,	and	we	want	to	make	things	right	even	if	it	costs	a	great	deal.		
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The	 goal	 in	 confronting	 rebellion	 is	 not	 to	 just	 get	 your	message	heard	 and	make	
sure	that	the	other	person	or	a	group	of	people	know	that	they’ve	messed	up.	That’s	
not	the	goal.	If	you’re	only	goal	is	to	point	out	that	someone	has	failed	to	meet	the	
standard,	and	you	do	not	confront	out	of	love	with	a	desire	to	help	them	make	things	
right,	you	probably	won’t	get	very	far.		
	
The	Bible	College	 that	 I	went	 to	was	not	overly	strict,	but	 it	did	have	a	number	of	
rules	that	you	had	to	follow,	and	if	you	did	not	obey	the	rules	you	would	get	written	
up.	After	three	write-ups,	you	go	to	a	disciplinary	board.	One	of	 the	rules	that	you	
had	to	follow	was	a	dress	code	that	stated	that	all	the	guys	had	to	wear	a	shirt	with	a	
collar	along	with	dress	pants.		
	
Well,	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 school	 year	 we	 had	 a	 Missions	 Conference	 that	 had	
missionaries	speaking	throughout	the	day	and	as	well	as	in	the	evenings.	One	of	the	
evening	sessions	I	decided	to	wear	a	sweater	with	a	collar	and	I	thought	that	would	
comply	with	the	rules.	But	several	days	later	I	went	to	my	mailbox,	sorted	through	
my	mail	and	discovered	that	 I	had	been	written	up	due	to	not	complying	with	the	
dress	code.		
	
I’ll	tell	you	what	I	was	not	a	happy	guy.	An	RA,	that	I	barely	knew,	wrote	me	up,	but	I	
wanted	to	discover	why	he	didn’t	at	least	come	talk	to	me	about	it.	And	he	told	me	
because	he	was	so	busy	writing	guys	up	over	the	past	week	that	he	didn’t	have	time	
to	actually	track	everyone	down	to	talk	to	them	about.	You	see,	he	didn’t	care	about	
me,	he	just	cared	about	the	rule	being	followed.		
	
And	in	that	situation,	I	can	just	let	it	go.	It’s	one	warning.	But	that	should	not	be	how	
we	go	about	confronting	others	when	they	rebel.	 It’s	not	only	about	the	rule	being	
pointed	out	and	disciplined.	We	desire	to	see	people	honor	the	Lord	with	their	life,	
so	 yes,	 we	 do	 clearly	 state	 our	 concern	 about	 what	 they’re	 doing	 with	 their	 life,	
whether	 that	 be	 a	 sexual	 sin,	 or	 an	 anger	 issue,	 or	 we	 witness	 them	 speaking	
inappropriately,	or	they’re	demonstrating	arrogance	rather	than	humility…	and	we	
could	make	 the	 list	go	on	 for	awhile.	But	we	clearly	state	our	concern	about	what	
they’re	doing	and	stick	around	in	order	to	help	them	get	to	a	place	where	the	wrong	
is	made	right.		
	
Galatians	6:1	points	that	out	pretty	well	when	it	says,	
	

Brothers,	if	 anyone	 is	 caught	 in	 any	 transgression,	you	 who	 are	 spiritual	
should	restore	him	in	a	spirit	of	gentleness.	Keep	watch	on	yourself,	lest	you	
too	be	tempted.	
	

You’re	not	pointing	out	the	transgression,	the	sin,	simply	for	the	sake	of	pointing	it	
out.	 You	 are	 bringing	 it	 to	 their	 attention	 with	 a	 spirit	 of	 gentleness	 in	 order	 to	
restore	them.	
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And	I	believe	they’re	doing	a	pretty	good	job	of	that	in	Joshua	22.	Where	they’re	not	
just	saying	get	your	act	 together.	They	express	where	 they’re	concerned,	and	 they	
are	ready	to	discipline	them	if	need	be,	but	they’re	also	prepared	to	give	up	a	lot	in	
order	 to	 restore	 their	 fellow	 Israelites.	 And	 this	 is	 a	 great	 pattern	 for	 how	 all	
confrontation	 should	 take	 place.	 You	 don’t	 rush	 in	 to	 fight,	 but	 you	 approach	 to	
clearly	 state	where	 you’re	 concerned.	 And	 then	 once	 you’ve	 stated	 your	 concern,	
you	allow	the	one	in	question	to	explain	themselves.	
	
Read	Joshua	22:21-29	
	
Listen	 to	 the	Explanation.	So	we	finally	get	to	hear	the	east	siders	tribes	explain	
themselves.	And	they	say	that	it’s	been	a	huge	misunderstanding.	Their	desire	was	
not	to	go	against	the	Lord.	You	see	them	there	in	verse	22	repeatedly	saying,	“The	
Mighty	One,	God,	the	Lord!”	Which	is	them	basically	saying	The	Lord	is	the	Greatest	
God!	We’re	not	trying	to	rebel	against	Him.	If	 in	fact,	you	find	that	we	are…	kill	us.	
Destroy	us.	Do	not	spare	our	lives.		
	
And	you	see	 them	explain	 in	verse	23	that	 they	never	 intended	to	use	 it	 for	burnt	
offerings,	or	grain	offerings,	or	peace	offerings…	which	is	a	listing	of	all	the	offerings	
that	could	be	made	on	an	alter.	And	they	further	explain	in	verses	27-29	that	this	is	
not	 an	 alter	 all	 but	 a	witness	 or	 a	memorial.	 They	 had	 nothing	 to	 hide	 and	were	
anxious	to	prove	it.		
	
This	whole	thing	was	put	together	so	that	in	the	years	to	come	the	tribes	east	of	the	
Jordan	River	wouldn’t	be	forgotten.	That	the	tribes	west	of	the	Jordan	wouldn’t	look	
down	upon	their	fellow	Israelites	because	there’s	a	river	dividing	the	two	of	them.	
And	this	may	not	seem	like	a	big	deal	to	us,	that	there’s	a	river	dividing	the	two	of	
them,	but	we	live	in	the	day	and	age	of	bridges	where	we	can	easily	cross	from	one	
side	of	a	river	to	another	with	very	little	effort	or	thought.	But	for	them,	the	Jordan	
River	 was	 an	 enormous	 barrier	 that	 was	 not	 easily	 traversed.	 So	 the	 2½	 tribes	
constructed	this	memorial	as	a	reminder	that	Israel	was	to	remain	united	with	those	
on	the	other	side	of	the	river	although	they	didn’t	interact	with	them	all	that	often.		
	
So	we	discover	these	2	½	tribes	were	wrongly	accused	of	breaking	away	from	their	
faith	in	the	Lord.	But	I	think	it’s	commendable	for	how	they	responded.	They	didn’t	
angry	and	go,	“How	dare	you	think	I	would	do	something	of	that	degree!”	No.	They	
responded	with	humility.	They	listened	to	the	accusation	and	did	everything	in	their	
ability	to	clear	the	situation	up.		
	
So	I’ve	been	talking	all	this	morning	about	conflict,	and	confronting	rebellion…	and	
come	 to	 find	 out,	 there	wasn’t	 rebellion	 at	 all.	 But	 I	 think	 the	principles	 still	 hold	
together.	That	when	you	see	something	that	doesn’t	look	right	and	it	doesn’t	honor	
the	Lord,	that	you	have	a	responsibility	to	lovingly	come	alongside	of	that	person	to	
talk	 it	 out	 with	 them.	 And	 if	 you	 are	 the	 person	 that	 is	 the	 one	 in	 question,	 you	
should	hear	them	out.	And	if	you	are	innocent,	you	can	do	one	of	two	things;	you	can	
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allow	 your	 pride	 to	 escalate	 the	 confrontation	 or	 you	 can	 allow	 your	 humility	 to	
diffuse	the	entire	thing.		
	
That’s	what	the	Israelites	did.	They	gave	their	explanation	and	sought	to	restore	the	
relationship	that	they	had	with	the	rest	of	the	nation.	
	
Read	Joshua	22:30-34	
	
Seek	Restoration	
	
What	the	tribes	that	dwelled	east	of	the	Jordan	River	had	to	say	satisfied	Phinehas,	
as	well	as	the	other	representatives	of	the	tribes	of	Israel.	Those	who	dwelled	on	the	
west	 side	 weren’t	 picking	 a	 fight	 just	 to	 pick	 a	 fight,	 they	 saw	 something	 that	
concerned	 them	and	 they	were	unwilling	 to	 simply	 ignore.	They	 talked	 it	 through	
and	it	was	good	in	all	of	the	eyes	of	Israel.		
	
Conclusion:	
	
So	 what	 have	 we	 seen	 today?	 Let’s	 review	 what	 we’ve	 seen	 and	 start	 to	 head	
towards	 a	 conclusion.	 We’ve	 seen	 in	 our	 passage	 that	 the	 10	 tribes	 west	 of	 the	
Jordan	 River	 observed	 something	 that	 was	 troublesome.	 They	 believed	 that	 a	
portion	 of	 Israel	 was	 rebelling	 against	 God	 and	 they	 couldn’t	 ignore	 it.	 Ignoring	
rebellion	could	have	devastating	consequences	and	so	they	gathered	together	to	go	
confront	their	fellow	Israelites	with	their	concern.	They	cared	enough	not	sweep	the	
conflict	under	the	rug	but	to	address	their	concerns.		
	
And	thankfully,	their	concern	for	rebellion	was	quickly	put	to	rest	for	the	tribes	east	
of	the	Jordan	River	weren’t	rebelling	against	God.	But	the	principle	still	remains	and	
I	 believe	 the	 10	 tribes	 west	 of	 the	 Jordan	 River	 did	 the	 right	 thing	 by	 going	 to	
confront	their	fellow	Israelites	rather	than	passively	letting	it	slide.		
	
I	want	to	encourage	you	as	well	to	lovingly	confront	those	who	are	believers	in	Jesus	
Christ	 when	 you	 believe	 they	 working	 against	 the	 commandments	 of	 God.	 And	 I	
stress	 that	 you	 lovingly	 confront	 them,	 that	 you	 don’t	 approach	 them	 from	 your	
ivory	 tower	where	you’ve	got	your	 life	all	put	 together	and	all	you	do	 is	point	out	
their	mistake	here	or	 their	 failure	 there,	but	you’re	humbly	 coming	 to	 them	out	 a	
sincere	concern	for	their	well-being	before	God.		
	
Like,	I	think	one	of	the	most	loving	things	that	you	could	do	for	me	is	if/when	you	
see	 that	 I	 have	 done	 something	 that	 is	 sinful,	 or	 that	 you	 get	 the	 impression	 that	
what	I	have	done	is	not	honoring	to	the	Lord,	 I	believe	that	most	 loving	thing	that	
you	could	do	is	not	to	merely	overlook	it	but	that	you	pull	me	off	to	the	side	and	say	
that	was	inappropriate.	That	wasn’t	honoring	to	the	Lord.	If	you	notice	that	I	treat	
my	wife	 in	an	unloving	manner.	Or	 if	you	see	me	get	angry	or	 frustrated,	not	over	
someone’s	sin,	but	as	a	result	of	my	own	selfishness.	Or	if	you	hear	me	talk	poorly	
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about	 someone,	 or	 if	 you	hear	me	gossip,	 or	 if	 there’s	 any	unwholesome	 talk	 that	
comes	out	of	my	mouth,	talk	to	me	about.		
	
Confront	me.	Ask	me	some	questions	about	my	actions	in	that	moment.	For	as	much	
as	 it	 is	my	desire	 to	keep	my	eyes	 fixed	on	 the	Lord,	 I	 know	 that	 I	 am	capable	of	
wandering.	That’s	true	for	all	of	us.	So	when	we	do	notice	that	someone	is	beginning	
to	 stray	 and	 to	head	down	a	path	 that	 is	 not	honoring	 to	 the	Lord,	 or	 at	 least	we	
perceive	it	to	be,	the	most	loving	thing	that	we	can	do	is	to	go	have	a	conversation	
with	 them.	We’re	not	passive.	We	clearly	state	our	concern	 in	 love.	Listen	to	what	
they	 have	 to	 say.	We’re	 not	 out	 to	merely	make	 accusations	 and	 then	walk	 away	
with	 them	 feeling	 condemned.	No,	 the	 goal	 is	 restoration,	which	means	 that	 both	
sides	need	to	be	willing	to	listen	to	one	another.		
	
So	let	me	encourage	you,	that	when	you	are	the	one	that	is	doing	the	confronting,	or	
if	 you	 are	 the	 one	 that	 is	 being	 confronted,	 come	 into	 that	 conversation	 with	
humility,	 don’t	 let	 your	 emotions	 control	 your	 response,	 pray	 throughout	 that	
conversation	 for	 knowledge	 about	 the	 problem,	 and	 seek	 to	 come	 to	 a	 resolution	
that	not	only	restores	the	relationship	but	also	honors	the	Lord.		


