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Over	 the	 course	 of	 your	 life	 you	 will	 develop	 relationships	 with	 many	 different	
people.	And	you	think	about	the	relationships	that	you’ve	had	over	the	years,	more	
than	likely,	you’ve	had	at	least	one	friend	or	one	family	move	far	away	from	you,	or	
you’ve	had	a	lot	relationships	move	far	away,	or	maybe	it’s	you	who	were	doing	the	
moving	far	away	from	them.		
	
Our	decisions	in	life	take	us	in	a	lot	of	different	directions.	I	have	moved	away	from	
family	to	go	to	college.	 I	have	moved	from	one	town	to	another	to	take	a	different	
job.	I	have	had	family	members	move	away,	simply	because	they	wanted	a	change	of	
scenery.	 This	 is	 something	 that	 we’ve	 all	 experienced	 in	 some	 way	 or	 another,	
where	 a	 relationship	 that	we’ve	 had	with	 someone	 or	 a	 group	 of	 people	 are	 now	
separated,	not	because	there	was	any	conflict,	but	a	choice	was	made	to	move	from	
location	to	another.		
	
This	is	what	is	happening	in	our	passage	today	in	Joshua	22.	There’s	a	portion	of	the	
nation	of	Israel	that	is	ready	to	head	back	home.	We’ve	been	looking	at	the	book	of	
Joshua	for	a	number	of	months	now	and	we’ve	seen	them	conquer	the	land	that	God	
had	promised	them.	The	vast	majority	of	 the	Promise	Land	lies	west	of	 the	Jordan	
River	 (show	 map)	 and	 most	 of	 Israel	 had	 to	 cross	 the	 Jordan	 River	 in	 order	 to	
conquer	 the	 land.	But	 there	 are	 two	and	half	 tribes	 that	 have	 their	 portion	of	 the	
land	east	of	the	Jordan.		
	
Half	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Manasseh,	 the	 tribe	 of	 Reuben,	 and	 the	 tribe	 of	 Gad.	 If	 you	
remember,	we	talked	about	these	tribes	in	Joshua	1.	They	knew	they	had	possession	
of	their	land	east	of	the	Jordan	River,	but	they	were	not	to	be	at	rest	until	all	of	Israel	
was	 at	 rest.	The	men	of	 valor	 from	 these	 tribes,	 the	ones	who	of	 fighting	 age	had	
made	a	promise/commitment	that	they	would	they	would	kiss	their	wives	goodbye,	
leave	 their	 young	 children	 behind,	 along	 with	 all	 of	 their	 possessions,	 and	 travel	
west	 of	 the	 Jordan	River	 to	 go	 to	 battle	 and	 they	would	 not	 leave	 until	 victory	 is	
confirmed.		
	
Well,	we’re	at	the	point	now	in	the	book	of	Joshua	where	victory	has	been	confirmed	
and	these	two	and	half	tribes	are	ready	to	go	home.	It’s	been	a	long	time.	Many	have	
estimated	 that	 it	 took	 seven	 years	 for	 the	 military	 of	 Israel	 to	 conquer	 Canaan.	
That’s	 a	 long	 time	 to	 be	 away	 from	 your	 wife,	 to	 be	 away	 from	 your	 kids,	 to	 be	
sleeping	 in	 a	 new	 place	 every	 couple	 of	 days.	 But	 it’s	 always	 a	 long	 time	 for	 this	
group	 to	be	 together.	They’ve	been	 living	 life	 as	 a	unified	army	 for	years.	And	 it’s	
now	time	for	them	to	separate	and	go	a	different	direction.		
	
But	 Joshua	 has	 one	 final	 word	 for	 them.	 He	 can’t	 just	 dismiss	 them	 with	 an	
unemotional	handshake	and	a	good	bye.	For	these	are	men	that	he	 loved,	 that	has	
served	alongside	of	for	seven	years,	which	he	has	led	through	the	thick	and	thin	of	
victories	and	defeats.	I	don’t	know	what	I’m	going	to	say	to	my	daughters	in	6,	7,	8	
years	 from	now	when	they	start	 leaving	my	home,	but	 I	do	know	I’m	going	 to	say	
something.	It	may	not	be	profound.	But	it	will	be	more	than	a	high-five	and	“see	ya	
later.”		
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So	what	does	Joshua	have	to	say	to	these	men?	As	we	look	at	Joshua	22	and	find	out	
that	he	starts	with	A	Commendation.	
	
Joshua	22:1-3	
	
He	 has	 some	 encouraging	 things	 to	 say	 about	 his	 men.	 Rather	 than	 just	 giving	 a	
generic	 thank-you,	 he	 gives	 some	 specific	 details	 of	 what	 they’ve	 done	 well	 over	
their	years	of	service	in	the	Israelite	army.	He	lists	three	different	actions.	
	
First,	 they	have	 followed	 after	 the	 commands	of	Moses	 and	of	 Joshua.	 They	 knew	
who	 their	 leaders	were.	They	weren’t	 a	prideful	 and	 rebellious	group	of	men	 that	
were	 difficult	 to	 lead.	 Over	 the	 years	 they	 demonstrated	 a	 submissive	 heart	 to	
support	the	direction	that	Moses	had	led	them	in	and	then	eventually	that	Joshua	led	
them	 in.	 A	 leader	 of	 a	 group	 of	 people	 carries	 a	 heavy	 load,	 they	 carry	 a	 lot	 of	
responsibility,	but	 that	pressure	of	 that	 responsibility	 is	 a	 lot	 easier	 to	bear	when	
those	who	are	under	the	leadership	have	a	willingness	to	follow	the	directions	that	
are	 given.	 Joshua	 recognizes	 his	men	 for	 respectively	 obeying	his	 orders	 over	 the	
years.		
	
Second	action	 that	 Joshua	commends	 them	 for	 is	 they	didn’t	 abandon	 their	 fellow	
Israelites.	 (Verse	 3)	 Remember	 that	 these	 men	 were	 away	 from	 their	 wives	 and	
their	kids	for	years.	They	were	fighting	west	of	the	Jordan	River	all	 the	while	they	
had	already	obtained	their	portion	of	the	Promise	Land.		
	
Many	of	you	leave	town	once	or	twice	a	year,	maybe	even	more	than	that,	and	you	
go	on	vacation	or	you	go	on	a	business	trip,	and	you’re	gone	for	5,	6,	or	7	days	and	
you	eventually	get	to	the	point	of	longing	for	home.	You	can’t	wait	to	be	back	in	your	
own	 bed	 and	 settle	 in	 to	 your	 comfortable	 surroundings.	 Now	 picture	 these	men	
after	five	years,	after	six	years,	after	seven	years.	
	
Do	you	think	they	were	ready	to	go	home?	Do	you	think	they	were	ready	to	get	back	
to	their	families?	I	couldn’t	imagine	being	away	from	my	family	for	1	year,	let	alone	
7!	But	they	remained	faithful	all	the	way	through.	They	had	made	a	commitment	and	
regardless	of	difficult	it	was	to	follow	through	with,	they	were	going	to	be	faithful.		
	
And	then	the	last	commendation	that	Joshua	gives	is…	
	
Third,	they	have	been	careful	to	keep	the	charge	of	the	Lord	your	God.	The	Lord	had	
given	all	of	 Israel	a	promise,	which	was	 the	 inheritance	of	 the	 land	of	Canaan.	But	
the	 Israelite	army	needed	 to	carry	out	 their	orders	of	driving	out	 those	who	were	
dwelling	in	that	land.	These	2	½	tribes	had	proven	faithful	to	Joshua,	they	had	been	
faithful	to	each	other,	but	most	importantly	they	had	been	faithful	to	the	Lord.		They	
were	 loyal	 to	 the	 Lord,	 and	 carefully	 carried	 out	 the	 mission	 that	 the	 Lord	 had	
placed	upon	them.		
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And	 as	 you	 step	 back	 and	 you	 see	 Joshua	 thanking	 his	 men,	 not	 in	 general	 and	
generic	terms,	but	very	specifically,	I	believe	it	would	be	helpful	to	follow	that	same	
pattern	 when	 we	 notice	 the	 faithfulness	 of	 others.	 That	 when	 you	 notice	 that	
someone	is	doing	something	or	has	done	something	that	is	commendable,	that	you	
actually	tell	that	person	exactly	what	they’ve	done.		
	
Don’t	just	let	their	good	works	fly	under	the	radar	unnoticed.	Now,	obviously	their	
good	works	are	noticed	by	God	but	you	can	be	an	encouragement	to	them	by	telling	
them	that	you’ve	noticed	too.	You	can	be	a	great	encouragement	to	someone	else	as	
you	drop	a	card	in	the	mail,	shoot	a	quick	text,	or	pull	someone	off	to	the	side	and	
mention	how	thankful	you	are	for	their	faithfulness	in	serving	the	Lord.		
	
So	Joshua	starts	off	with	a	commendation,	and	then	in	the	next	couple	of	verses	he	
gives	this	group	of	men	A	Charge	–	they’ve	done	well,	and	he	doesn’t	want	them	to	
let	up	as	they	leave.	So	he	charges	them	to	be	intentional	as	they	had	back	home.		
	
Joshua	22:4-5	
	
They	 have	 received	 what	 the	 Lord	 promised,	 not	 just	 land	 but	 rest.	 And	 Joshua	
challenges	them	to	continue	to	live	for	the	Lord	as	they	leave.	They	represented	the	
Lord	well	 in	 the	 conquering	 of	 the	Promised	Land,	 now	 it’s	 time	 to	 represent	 the	
Lord	as	they	live	within	that	land.		And	if	you	notice	in	verse	5,	Joshua	gives	actions	
for	these	men	to	be	aware	as	they	carefully	observe	the	commandments	of	the	Lord.		
	
To	Love	the	Lord	Your	God.	This	is	the	greatest	commandment	of	all	scripture.	This	
is	priority	number	one!	They	must	be	careful	to	not	be	lured	away	to	worship	false	
gods.	They	must	not	 allow	 their	material	possessions	 to	distract	 them.	They	must	
not	become	self-centered	in	their	focus.	Their	focus	must	be	centered	on	the	Lord	of	
all	the	earth.	God	is	the	One	who	should	dominate	their	thoughts;	He	is	the	One	who	
their	greatest	affections	are	centered	on;	God	is	the	One	that	they	are	to	value	more	
than	anything	or	anyone	else.	They	are	to	love	the	Lord	their	God,	as	Deuteronomy	6	
says…	
	

You	shall	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul	
and	with	all	your	might.	–Deuteronomy	6:4	
	

So	they’re	to	first	love	the	Lord,	and	the	next	two	mentioned	are	somewhat	similar	
as	they’re	told..	
		
To	Walk	in	All	the	Lord’s	Ways	and	Keep	the	Lord’s	Commandments.	Every	morning	
they’ve	been	waking	up	and	following	the	direction	of	their	leader	Joshua.	He’s	set	
the	 schedule,	 he’s	 given	 the	 marching	 orders	 to	 these	 men	 along	 with	 the	
commands,	but	all	of	what	Joshua’s	been	doing	has	been	in	submission	to	the	Lord’s	
desires.	 So	 as	 these	men	 step	 away	 from	 under	 the	 direction	 Joshua,	 he	 reminds	
them	that	they	are	still	under	the	direction	of	the	Lord.		
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God	 knows	what	 is	 best.	He	 is	 the	 creator	 of	 life	 and	we	owe	Him	everything.	 To	
think	that	we	know	a	better	way	is	absolutely	foolish	and	absurd.	Joshua	tells	these	
men	 to	walk	 in	 the	ways	of	 the	Lord	 and	keep	His	 commands	because	 that	 is	 the	
right	thing	to	do	for	we	were	created	to	give	glory	to	our	God,	but	also	because	that	
is	the	wise	thing	to	do.	Going	our	own	way	and	ignoring	the	commands	of	the	Lord	
lead	to	destruction.				
	
And	Joshua	keeps	on	going	and	tells	them…	
	
To	Cling	 to	 the	Lord.	 I	 love	 that	 the	ESV	says	 “cling”	 (others	say	hold	 fast,	or	hold	
firmly),	but	cling	puts	a	really	good	image	in	my	mind.	
	
Imagine	you’re	up	on	a	high	ledge	of	a	tall	building	with	a	small	railing	to	hold	on	to.	
You’re	 making	 your	 way	 around	 the	 outer	 edge	 of	 that	 building,	 but	 how	 firmly	
would	you	be	clinging	to	that	railing?	My	knuckles	would	be	turning	white	because	
I’d	have	such	a	grip	on	that	rail.	
	
I	 think	 that’s	 a	 great	 picture	 of	 how	we	 should	 be	 clinging	 to	 the	 Lord.	 It’s	 not	 a	
casual	dependency	or	a	relaxed	acknowledgement,	 it’s	an	all	out	reliance	upon	the	
Lord	for	everything.		
	
Cling	to	the	Lord.	And	the	last	thing	Joshua	tells	his	men	is…	
	
To	Serve	 the	Lord	with	all	Your	Heart	and	all	Your	Soul.	These	men	needed	 to	be	
aware	of	 the	 reality	 that	 they	were	 to	never	be	 self-serving,	but	 to	be	 serving	 the	
Lord.	 And	 this	 action	 really	 echo’s	 the	 first	 action.	 The	 natural	 outflow	 of	 an	
individual	who	sincerely	loves	the	Lord	with	all	of	their	heart	will	seek	to	serve	Him	
with	all	of	their	heart	as	well.		
	
Love	is	not	simply	an	emotion	that	is	contained	within	an	individual,	it	is	an	action	
that	expressed	in	the	way	that	we	live.		
	
So	we	see	all	of	these	actions	that	Joshua	charged	these	men	with	and	as	you	look	at	
them	 you	 can	 get	 a	 better	 understanding	 of	what	 a	 proper	 relationship	with	 God	
includes.	 There	 is	 a	 love	 for	 God	 that	 leads	 an	 individual	 to	 follow	 after	 God’s	
commandments	as	they	depend	on	the	Lord	and	serve	Him	faithfully	with	their	life.			
	
And	if	could	turn	this	towards	the	men	in	this	room	for	moment,	could	I	ask	every	
dad	in	the	room	to	raise	their	hands	for	a	moment.	I	want	you	to	think	about	your	
kids	right	now.		
	

• What	are	the	goals	that	you	have	for	your	kids?		
• What	are	the	desires	that	you	have	for	your	kids	as	they	too	will	eventually	

move	out	of	your	home?		
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• What	 are	 the	 things	 that	 you’re	 teaching	 them,	 having	 intentional	
conversations	about	and	training	them	in?		
	

The	reason	that	I’m	addressing	dads	is	because	I	believe	this	passage	is	very	similiar	
to	Deuteronomy	6.	I	believe	Deuteronomy	is	speaking	to	dads	when	it	says,	
	

4	“Hear,	 O	 Israel:	The	LORD	our	 God,	 the	LORD	is	 one.[b]	5	You	shall	 love	
the	LORD	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul	and	with	all	your	
might.	6	And	these	 words	 that	 I	 command	 you	 today	 shall	 be	 on	 your	
heart.	7	You	 shall	 teach	 them	 diligently	 to	 your	 children,	 and	 shall	 talk	 of	
them	when	you	sit	in	your	house,	and	when	you	walk	by	the	way,	and	when	
you	 lie	 down,	 and	 when	 you	 rise.	8	You	 shall	 bind	 them	 as	 a	 sign	 on	 your	
hand,	and	they	shall	be	as	frontlets	between	your	eyes.	9	You	shall	write	them	
on	the	doorposts	of	your	house	and	on	your	gates.	–Deuteronomy	6:4-9	

Dad’s	we	need	to	be	teaching	our	kids	to	follow	after	the	Lord.	As	much	as	it	is	my	
responsibility	as	a	pastor	to	teach	the	things	of	God,	it	is	your	responsibility	as	well.	
You	 see	 your	 kids	 everyday,	 and	 you	 have	 opportunity	 all	 over	 the	 place	 to	 lead	
them	to	the	Lord.		
	
More	 important	 than	 them	 getting	 A’s	 in	 school,	 or	 having	 the	 proper	 form	 in	
shooting	 a	 basketball,	 or	 learning	 how	 to	 balance	 the	 checkbook…	 is	 their	 heart	
before	the	Lord.	Teach	them	to	love	the	Lord.	Show	them	what	it	looks	like	to	walk	
in	 the	Lord’s	ways	and	 follow	His	commands.	Demonstrate	a	 life	 that	clings	 to	 the	
Lord.	And	seek	to	serve	the	Lord	with	all	of	your	heart	and	all	of	your	soul.		
	
Well,	we	have	a	few	more	verses	to	read,	so	let’s	pick	up	our	bibles	and	read	verses	
6-9.		
	
Joshua	6-9	
	
As	 you	 can	 see	 today,	 I’ve	 broken	 the	 passage	 down	 into	 three	 different	 sections.	
And	I	don’t	typically	work	that	hard	to	make	an	alliteration	where	all	of	the	points	
start	 with	 the	 same	 letter.	 But	 the	 first	 points	 came	 to	 me	 fairly	 quickly,	 but	 I	
couldn’t	 think	of	a	 “C”	 that	would	describe	 the	 Israelites	departing…	while	 talking	
with	Laura,	we	came	up	“cheerio.”		
	
I’m	British…	so	 I	 couldn’t	use	 that	one.	 I	 saw	Doug	and	Sarah	Modic,	 and	asked	 if	
they	had	any	suggestions.	They	said	 “Chow.”	 I’m	not	 Italian.	So	 I’m	not	going	with	
that.	Then	 I	asked	Karolyn	Miller	and	she	said	“Closure.”	So	 if	you’re	 taking	notes,	
you	can	use	whatever	one	you	like	best.		
	
But	 what	 we	 observe	 here	 in	 these	 last	 verses	 is	 the	 tribes	 gathering	 up	 their	
belongings	 and	 heading	 home.	 And	 more	 than	 likely	 it’s	 an	 emotional	 goodbye.	
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These	men	are	excited	to	head	home,	but	they’ve	served	alongside	of	each	other	for	
seven	years.	A	lot	of	blood,	sweat	and	tears	have	been	spilled	in	getting	to	this	point.	
They’re	 army	 buddies	 that	 have	 shared	 experiences	 with	 one	 another	 that	 the	
people	back	home	won’t	fully	understand.		
	
But	sure	enough,	it’s	time	to	go.		
	
Conclusion:	
	
The	land	of	Canaan	has	been	conquered	and	so	these	2	½	tribes	start	making	their	
journey	home	after	Joshua	dismisses	them	with	one	final	word.	And	now	it’s	up	to	
them	to	follow	through	with	the	charge	that	Joshua	has	placed	on	their	life.	And	we	
could	 think	 that	now	 they’ve	got	 the	easy	part	of	 life	 to	 live.	 The	 hard	 part	 is	 over,	
right?	 They	 have	 been	 risking	 their	 lives	 everyday	 for	 the	 past	 seven	 years	 as	
they’ve	lived	in	enemy	territory	and	fought	aggressively	to	drive	the	inhabitants	out	
of	Canaan.	We	 could	 think	 that	 that	 is	 the	hard	part?	And	now	 it’s	 smooth	 sailing	
from	here	on	out.		
	
They	get	to	head	home	where	the	Lord	has	given	them	rest	from	their	enemies.	They	
get	to	live	in	cities	that	they	didn’t	even	build.	They	get	to	bring	home	to	their	wife	
and	 kids	 a	 great	 deal	 of	 livestock,	 gold,	 silver,	 bronze,	 iron,	 and	 clothing.	 From	 a	
material	perspective,	they’ve	got	it	made!		
	
But	let	me	suggest	to	you	that	this	is	just	as	dangerous.	Now,	living	a	comfortable	life	
may	not	be	dangerous	in	the	same	sense	of	going	to	fight	in	battle	everyday,	but	it’s	
dangerous	 in	 the	 way	 that	 if	 you’re	 not	 aware	 and	 if	 you’re	 not	 intentional	 in	
clinging	to	the	Lord,	it	takes	you	away	from	being	dependent	on	the	Lord.		
	
Safety.	Comfort.	Rest.	Freedom.	Security.	Are	all	great	things!	Israel	was	receiving	all	
of	that	upon	taking	possession	of	the	Promise	Land.	And	the	Lord	had	warned	them	
years	ago,	back	in	the	book	of	Deuteronomy,	that	when	they	do	get	the	opportunity	
to	occupy	the	land,	that	they	need	to	be	deliberate	in	focusing	their	attention	on	the	
Lord.	This	is	what	the	Lord	told	them	back	in	Deuteronomy	6,		
	

10	“And	when	 the	LORD	your	 God	 brings	 you	 into	 the	 land	 that	 he	 swore	 to	
your	fathers,	to	Abraham,	to	Isaac,	and	to	Jacob,	to	give	you—with	great	and	
good	 cities	that	 you	 did	 not	 build,	11	and	 houses	 full	 of	 all	 good	 things	 that	
you	 did	 not	 fill,	 and	 cisterns	 that	 you	 did	 not	 dig,	 and	 vineyards	 and	 olive	
trees	that	you	did	not	plant—and	when	you	eat	and	are	full,	12	then	take	care	
lest	you	forget	the	LORD,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	out	of	the	
house	of	slavery.	13	It	is	the	LORD	your	God	you	shall	fear.	Him	you	shall	serve	
and	by	his	name	you	shall	swear.14	You	shall	not	go	after	other	gods,	the	gods	
of	the	peoples	who	are	around	you—15	for	the	LORD	your	God	in	your	midst	is	
a	 jealous	God—lest	 the	 anger	 of	 the	LORD	your	God	be	 kindled	 against	 you,	
and	he	destroy	you	from	off	the	face	of	the	earth.	–Deuteronomy	6:10-15	
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The	Lord	tells	them,	“I’m	going	to	give	you	something	really	good.	But	don’t	forget	
me.”	 You	 see,	 on	 this	 side	 of	 eternity,	 material	 prosperity	 and	 abundance	 can	 be	
really	dangerous.	It’s	not	that	material	things	are	bad	in	and	of	themselves.	It’s	not	
wrong	to	have	a	really	nice	house	or	a	really	nice	car.	It’s	not	wrong	to	have	money	
in	your	bank	account.	It’s	not	that	it’s	wrong	to	enjoy	the	material	world	around	us.	
God	gave	us	the	capability	to	take	in	and	enjoy	many	things	that	are	in	this	world.	So	
the	problem	with	material	things	is	not	found	in	the	material	things;	it’s	found	in	us.		
	
The	problem	with	the	material	world	is	a	heart	problem.	This	problem	is	described	
here	 in	 Deuteronomy	 6	 by	 God’s	warning	 to	 his	 people	 as	 they	 enter	 into	 a	 land	
filled	with	physical	blessings.	The	problem	is	that	material	abundance	has	the	power	
to	 cause	 us	 to	 forget	 God.	 The	 sight,	 sound,	 touch,	 taste,	 and	 richness	 of	 these	
created	things	tempt	us	to	think	that	life	is	found	in	having	these	things	and	to	think	
we	have	everything	that	we	need	because	we	have	these	things.		
	
If	we’re	not	careful,	these	things	weaken	our	awareness	of	God	and	our	hunger	after	
God	to	the	point	that	we	set	ourselves	up	to	give	our	hearts	to	the	worship	of	what	is	
created	rather	than	to	worship	the	One	who	created	it	all.	And	at	a	simplistic	level,	
we	forsake	the	God	who	created	and	supplied	us	with	these	physical	blessings,	even	
though	we	continue	to	say	we	believe	in	Him.		
	
The	physical	world	is	full	of	many	earthly	blessings,	but	to	turn	and	pursue	what	the	
earth	has	to	offer	 is	a	wasted	effort.	 It’s	a	wasted	life.	The	physical	blessing	of	this	
world	must	not	rule	our	hearts	because	they	have	no	ability	whatsoever	to	offer	us	
the	 life	 that	 we	 desperately	 need.	 Life	 is	 only	 found	 in	 what	 all	 these	 earthly	
blessings	point	to	–a	God	of	awesome	glory	who	is	the	Source	and	Giver	of	life;	life	
that	 satisfies	 and	 remains	 forever.	 Because	 He	 is	 a	 God	 of	 grace,	 he	 showers	
blessings	upon	us	so	that	those	blessing	would	lead	us	to	Himself.1	
	
I	don’t	know	where	each	and	everyone	one	of	your	 lives	are	at	 right	now	when	 it	
comes	 to	physical	well-being,	 or	 financial	 stability,	 or	 relational	 health	with	 other	
people.	Some	of	you	are	probably	walking	through	some	of	the	most	difficult	times	
of	 your	 life.	 If	 that’s	 you,	 please	 let	 us	 know.	We’d	 love	 to	 pray	 for	 you	 and	walk	
through	 life	 alongside	 of	 you.	 Others	 of	 you	 are	 experiencing	 some	 incredible	
physical	blessings	right	now.			
	
Like	I	used	to	ask	this	older	guy	I	used	to	know,	“how	you	are	doing?”	And	he’d	reply	
every	single	time,	“Luke,	if	I	was	doing	any	better,	I’d	have	to	be	twins.”	I	don’t	know	
what	that	means,	but	he	was	doing	pretty	well.	And	that	may	be	you.	Things	seem	to	
be	just	going	your	way.		
	
But	 let	 me	 challenge	 you,	 that	 regardless	 of	 where	 you’re	 at	 on	 that	 scale,	 be	
dependent	on	the	Lord	your	God.	If	you’re	curious	to	see	how	you’re	doing	with	that,	
work	your	way	through	Joshua	22:5:	
																																																								
1	Tripp,	Paul.	New	Morning	Mercies.	July	2	
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• Are	you	sincerely	growing	in	your	love	for	the	Lord?	
• Are	you	walking	in	God’s	ways?	
• Is	it	the	desire	of	your	heart	to	keep	God’s	commands?	
• Does	your	life	give	testimony	to	the	fact	that	you’re	clinging	to	the	Lord?	
• Are	you	actually	serving	the	Lord	with	whole	heart	and	soul?		

	
The	2	½	tribes	had	a	choice	to	make	as	they	were	walking	away	from	their	 leader	
that	day	in	Joshua	22;	are	they	going	to	be	dependent	on	the	Lord	or	are	they	going	
to	 go	 their	 own	way	 and	 do	 their	 own	 thing.	 I	 ask	 you,	 don’t	 do	 your	 own	 thing.	
Enjoy	the	physical	blessings	of	this	world	that	come	from	the	Lord,	but	allow	those	
things	to	point	you	back	to	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.		
	
		


