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As	we	begin	this	morning	I	want	you	to	think	about	the	life	of	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	was	
born	in	the	little	town	of	Bethlehem	some	two	thousand	year	ago	to	a	young	couple	
by	the	name	of	Mary	and	Joseph.	It	was	an	extraordinary	birth	that	included	angels	
appearing	to	give	the	announcement	of	Jesus	arrival,	shepherds,	who	were	complete	
strangers	to	Mary	and	Joseph,	leaving	their	flocks	of	sheep	out	in	the	field	in	order	to	
pay	a	visit	to	the	newborn	baby,	and	then	eventually	several	men	traveled	in	from	
the	east	with	gifts	of	gold,	frankincense	and	myrrh	to	give	to	this	young	child.		
	
The	 arrival	 of	 this	 newborn	 baby	was	 remarkable.	 Jesus	was	without	 question,	 a	
remarkable	child.	And	just	like	any	new	mom	would	after	seeing	all	the	events	that	
surrounded	 the	 birth	 of	 their	 child,	 Mary	 treasured	 all	 of	 these	 occasions	 and	
pondered	them	in	her	heart.		
	
And	with	any	newborn	child	there’s	usually	a	 fascination	of	what	 is	ahead	for	that	
child.	There’s	always	the	curiosity	of	what	will	their	personality	be	like,	what	will	be	
their	 strengths,	 what	 will	 be	 their	 capabilities,	 what	 will	 they	 do	 with	 their	 life.	
Those	questions	 remain	unanswered	 for	 every	 child	on	 the	day	of	 their	birth	and	
only	get	revealed,	as	they	grow	older.		
	
That	 is	 every	 child	 except	 Jesus.	 Now	 I’m	 not	 sure	 if	 Joseph	 and	Mary	were	 fully	
aware	of	what	was	ahead	 for	 their	newborn	son	but	 it	 is	 clearly	 revealed	 to	us	 in	
Scripture	that	Jesus	was	born	to	die.	When	Jesus	humbled	himself,	and	was	clothed	
in	humanity,	it	wasn’t	to	wander	this	earthly	aimlessly.	Jesus	was	on	a	specific	path.	
Jesus	was	on	the	path	to	the	cross.		
	
Several	times	throughout	Jesus	ministry	with	His	disciples	He	gathered	this	group	of	
men	and	told	them	what	was	ahead.			
	
In	Luke	9:22,	Jesus	tells	his	disciples	that,		
	

“The	Son	of	Man	must	suffer	many	things	and	be	rejected	by	the	elders	and	
chief	priests	and	scribes,	and	be	killed,	and	on	the	third	day	be	raised.”	
	

In	Luke	9:43-45	He	tells	them,	
	

“Let	these	words	sink	into	your	ears:	The	Son	of	Man	is	about	to	be	delivered	
into	the	hands	of	men.”	But	they	did	not	understand	this	saying,	and	it	was	
concealed	from	them,	so	that	they	might	not	perceive	it.	And	they	were	afraid	
to	ask	him	about	this	saying.	

	
And	then	one	more	time	in	Luke	18:31-33,	it	tells	us	that	Jesus	took…	
	

Taking	 the	 twelve,	 he	 said	 to	 them,	“See,	we	 are	 going	 up	 to	 Jerusalem,	
and	everything	that	is	written	about	the	Son	of	Man	by	the	prophets	will	be	
accomplished.		For	 he	 will	 be	delivered	 over	 to	 the	 Gentiles	 and	 will	
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be	mocked	 and	 shamefully	 treated	 and	spit	 upon.		And	 after	 flogging	 him,	
they	will	kill	him,	and	on	the	third	day	he	will	rise.”		

	
Without	a	doubt,	Jesus	is	on	an	intentional	path	toward	the	cross.	He’s	not	running	
from	it,	He’s	not	hiding	from	it,	but	willing	walking	in	the	direction	that	will	lead	to	
His	capture	and	to	His	murder	on	the	cross.	Jesus	is	certain	of	His	coming	death	and	
He	walks	towards	it	having	a	great	desire	to	be	obedient	to	the	will	of	His	Father	but	
also	knowing	that	His	crucifixion	is	not	the	end.	Jesus	knows	He’s	not	staying	in	the	
grave…	Precisely	on	the	third	day	after	being	nailed	to	the	cross	and	then	placed	in	
the	tomb	Jesus	rolls	the	stone	away	and	comes	walking	out	of	the	grave.		
	
Jesus	knows	for	His	entire	life	that	He’s	heading	in	that	direction;	that	He’s	on	a	path	
towards	the	cross.	Jesus	knows	that	His	life	is	going	to	be	filled	suffering,	that	there’s	
going	to	be	affliction	along	the	way,	and	that	ultimately	He	is	going	to	be	killed	at	the	
hands	 of	 sinful	 men.	 But	 Jesus	 never	 turned	 back	 from	 the	 direction	 that	 He	 was	
heading.	He	was	on	a	path	towards	the	cross	and	nothing	would	change	that.		
	
Jesus	told	His	disciples	that	repeatedly	and	He	also	tells	His	disciples	that	if	they	are	
going	to	follow	after	Him,	they	too,	will	have	to	pick	up	their	cross	if	they’re	going	to	
pursue	Jesus.	You	see,	you	can’t	continue	to	follow	someone	if	you’re	not	willing	to	
go	where	that	person	is	going.	And	Jesus	is	going	to	the	cross	and	what	we’re	going	
to	see	today	is	that	Jesus	tells	His	disciples,	which	includes	us	today,	that	if	you’re	
going	to	follow	Jesus,	you	better	be	willing	to	put	your	own	interest	off	to	the	side,	
pick	up	your	cross,	and	fix	your	eyes	on	Jesus	to	go	where	ever	He	goes.		
	
We’re	 going	 to	 be	 spending	 our	 time	 today	 in	 the	 book	 of	 Luke,	 Luke	 chapter	 9,	
where	Jesus	calls	His	disciples	to	follow	Him.	He	tells	them	that	if	they	are	going	to	
sincerely	come	after	Him	there	needs	to	be	some	changes	that	 takes	places	within	
them.	 What	 I	 want	 to	 highlight	 for	 you	 today	 is	 the	 3	 Changes	 Every	 Sincere	
Follower	of	Jesus	must	make	in	their	lives.		
	
Those	changes	are	made	known	in	Luke	9:23,	and	then	in	verses	24-27	it’s	shown	to	
us	why	it’s	essential	to	make	those	changes.	Let	me	show	that	all	to	you	by	reading	
the	passage	for	us	this	morning.		
	
Read	Luke	9:23-27	
	
Jesus	begins	in	verse	23	by	saying	that	“if”	anyone	is	going	to	follow	after	Him	there	
must	be	some	radical	 change	 that	 takes	place	within	 that	person’s	 life.	 	A	genuine	
follower	of	Jesus	Christ	doesn’t	simply	come	in	contact	with	the	living	God	and	then	
continue	 to	 living	 in	 the	same	patterns	as	 they	had	done	before.	But	God	begins	a	
work	 in	an	 individual’s	 life,	He	 calls	 them	 to	Himself,	 and	 Jesus	 tells	us	 that	 there	
needs	to	be	a	response	that	takes	place.	If	we’re	going	to	follow	after	Jesus,	change	
must	take	place.		
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And	 this	 is	 what	 I	 want	 to	 point	 out	 to	 you	 today,	 I	 want	 to	 show	 you	 that	 1our	
desires	need	to	change,	2	that	our	expectations	need	to	change,	and	then	finally	3	that	
our	focus	needs	to	change.	
	
The	first	change	that	I	want	to	point	out	is	that…	
	
If	you	are	going	to	follow	Jesus,	Your	Desires	need	to	Change.	The	first	thing	that	
Jesus	says	to	His	disciples	is	that	if	you’re	going	to	follow	after	Me,	you’re	going	to	
have	 to	deny	yourself.	 You	 see,	we	have	a	natural	 tendency	 to	put	ourselves	 first.	
And	 there’s	an	ever-growing	concept	 in	our	culture	says	 that	 if	you’re	going	 to	be	
happy,	you	need	to	put	yourself	first.		
	
But	Jesus	says,	“No,	no,	no.	Get	to	the	back	of	the	line	and	put	Me	first.”	It’s	no	longer	
about	what	you	want.	And	a	clear	sign	in	my	own	life	of	when	I’m	going	after	what	I	
want	 rather	 than	denying	myself	 and	 following	 Jesus	 is	 the	 times	when	 I’m	easily	
angered,	or	when	my	patience	is	worn	really	thin,	or	when	I	get	this	idea	in	my	head	
where	life	is	all	about	me.	
	
I	 can	 sincerely	 say	 that	 is	 my	 desire	 to	 follow	 after	 Christ.	 I	 want	 to	 honor	 Him	
wholeheartedly	and	seek	Him	first,	and	I	think	that	many	of	you	here	this	morning	
can	 say	 that	 too.	 But	 sin	 still	 raises	 it’s	 ugly	 head	 places	 obstacles	 in	 the	 way	 of	
changing	 our	 desires.	 We	 need	 to	 be	 aware	 that	 and	 I	 want	 point	 out	 several	
obstacles	that	stand	in	our	way.	
	
One	 of	 those	 obstacles	would	 be	 pride.	 Pride	 is	 the	 first	 sin	 that	 ever	 took	 place.	
Lucifer	(who	we	would	also	call	Satan	or	the	devil)	was	motivated	to	rebel	against	
God	by	his	own	pride.	We’re	told	in	Isaiah	14:13-14	
	

You	said	in	your	heart,	
				‘I	will	ascend	to	heaven;	
above	the	stars	of	God	
				I	will	set	my	throne	on	high;	
I	will	sit	on	the	mount	of	assembly	
				in	the	far	reaches	of	the	north;	
I	will	ascend	above	the	heights	of	the	clouds;	
				I	will	make	myself	like	the	Most	High.’	

	
And	not	only	is	pride	the	first	sin	that	took	place,	but	it	is	at	the	root	of	all	other	sins.	
I	appreciate	how	C.S.	Lewis	put	it	when	he	said,	
	

“According	to	Christian	teachers,	the	essential	vice,	the	utmost	evil,	is	Pride.	
Unchastity	[depravity	or	evil],	anger,	greed,	drunkenness,	and	all	that,	are	
mere	fleabites	in	comparison:	it	was	through	Pride	that	the	devil	became	the	
devil:	Pride	leads	to	every	other	vice:	it	is	the	complete	anti-God	state	of	
mind.”	
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Pride	lifts	up	ones	heart	against	God	and	fights	for	first	place.	You	will	not	take	the	
path	that	Christ	calls	you	to	take	in	following	Him	if	you	don’t	fight,	if	you	don’t	go	to	
war	against	your	own	pride.		
	
This	is	an	obstacle	that	trips	up	so	many	of	us	from	following	fully	after	Jesus	and	I’d	
encourage	 you	 to	 confess	 that	 before	 God.	 It	 would	 also	 be	 important	 for	 you	 to	
enlist	other	believers	who	are	fighting	alongside	of	you.	Where	you’re	inviting	them	
to	point	out	the	blind	spots	of	your	own	pride,	as	sin	is	very	difficult	to	battle	against	
if	we	remain	isolated	from	other	Christian.	And	if	I	could	suggest	some	reading;	CJ	
Mahaney	has	a	great	book	entitled	 “Humility:	True	Greatness”	 that	 I	would	highly	
encourage	you	to	invest	in.		
	
If	we’re	going	to	follow	Jesus	we	need	to	battle	against	our	pride.	But	I	think	there’s	
another	obstacle	in	our	to	denying	ourselves	as	well.		
	
The	second	obstacle	to	changing	our	desires	is	when	we	believe	a	lie.	In	Romans	1	
we’re	 told	 there	 is	 evidence	 of	God	 all	 around	us.	As	 a	 result	 of	 that	 evidence	we	
should	 be	 giving	 honor	 to	God,	 giving	 thanks	 to	God,	 and	 submitting	 ourselves	 to	
God.	But	 instead	of	believing	 truth	about	God,	many	have	rejected	Him	to	go	after	
their	own	desires.		
	
Romans	1:25	says,	
	

“…they	exchanged	the	truth	about	God	for	a	lie	and	worshiped	and	served	the	
creature	rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	forever!	Amen.”	
	

Instead	denying	ourself,	this	is	an	example	going	after	whatever	I	want	regardless	of	
what	God	wants.	It’s	believing	a	lie	that	says	what	this	world	has	to	offer	is	far	more	
valuable	than	what	God	has	to	offer.		
	
But	going	after	what	the	world	has	to	offer	you	will	be	of	no	good.	And	Jesus	
challenges	us	not	to	buy	into	that	lie	for	He	says	in	Luke	9:25,		
	

For	what	does	it	profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	whole	world	and	loses	or	forfeits	
himself?	

	
What	does	the	world	have	to	offer	us?	Well,	it	can	give	us	wealth.	It	can	give	us	fame	
or	popularity	or	success	or	comfort	or	entertainment.	 It	can	give	us	all	of	that.	We	
can	 gain	 the	whole	world	 and	 all	 that	 it	 has	 to	 offer	 us	 but	 the	 expense	 is	 pretty	
great.	What	does	it	profit	anyone	if	they	gain	everything	but	lose	or	forfeit	their	very	
soul?			
		
Being	attracted	to	the	world,	believing	the	lie	that	it	has	something	of	value	to	offer	
is	like	a	worm	on	hook.	A	fish	sees	a	worm	on	a	hook	and	it	looks	attractive.	It	looks	
like	an	easy	lunch	so	they	swim	over	to	it	to	grab	a	big	‘ol	bite	of	it.	But	before	they	
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know	they’re	being	hauled	into	a	boat	to	be	served	as	someone	else’s	dinner.	That	
fish	bought	into	the	lie	that	worm	was	going	to	satisfy	them.		
	
I	plead	with	you	not	 to	be	deceived	 into	believing	 that	 this	world	has	anything	of	
value	to	offer.	Do	not	be	tripped	up	by	that	obstacle.	Deny	yourself	that	temptation	
and	follow	after	Jesus.	He	is	the	one	that	comes	first.		
	
And	 in	 the	 times	 that	you’re	 feeling	drawn	 to	head	 in	a	different	direction,	 center	
yourself	on	the	Word	of	God.	There	are	so	many	great	passages	that	encourages	us	
to	place	God	first.	Let	 just	read	a	few	of	them	that	you	can	write	down	or	perhaps	
memorize.	
	
	

Matthew	6:31-33		
Therefore	do	not	be	anxious,	saying,	 ‘What	shall	we	eat?’	or	 ‘What	shall	we	
drink?’	or	 ‘What	shall	we	wear?’	For	the	Gentiles	seek	after	all	these	things,	
and	your	heavenly	Father	knows	 that	 you	need	 them	all.	But	 seek	 first	 the	
kingdom	of	God	and	his	righteousness,	and	all	these	things	will	be	added	to	
you.	
	
Colossians	3:1-4		
If	 then	 you	 have	 been	 raised	 with	 Christ,	 seek	 the	 things	 that	 are	 above,	
where	Christ	is,	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	God.	Set	your	minds	on	things	that	
are	above,	not	on	things	that	are	on	earth.	For	you	have	died,	and	your	life	is	
hidden	with	Christ	 in	God.	When	Christ	who	 is	 your	 life	 appears,	 then	 you	
also	will	appear	with	him	in	glory.	
	
Galatians	2:20		
I	have	been	crucified	with	Christ.	 It	 is	no	 longer	 I	who	 live,	but	Christ	who	
lives	in	me.	And	the	life	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	live	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	
who	loved	me	and	gave	himself	for	me.	
	
John	3:30		
He	must	increase,	but	I	must	decrease.”	
	

If	you	are	going	to	follow	after	Jesus,	your	desire	of	being	first	must	change.	You	
need	to	deny	yourself	and	place	Christ	as	first	in	your	life.	That’s	the	first	change	
that	Jesus	mentions	and	then	He	goes	on	to	mention	another	one,	
	
If	 you	are	going	 to	 follow	 Jesus,	Your	Expectations	need	 to	Change.	To	follow	
Jesus	means	to	walk	in	the	path	of	the	cross,	and	Jesus	tells	us	that	if	we’re	going	to	
follow	Him	we	need	to	take	up	our	cross	every	single	day.	Life	in	this	world	will	not	
involve	an	easy,	carefree,	lighthearted	trip	to	glory	in	heaven.		
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Jesus’	twelve	disciples	didn’t	even	fully	understand	that	until	He	was	gone.	They	had	
an	expectation	that	Jesus	was	going	to	establish	a	political	kingdom	and	make	their	
lives	easier.		
	
Jesus	tells	them	something	completely	different	when	He	says	to	take	up	your	cross	
every	 single	 day.	 Jesus	 didn’t	 come	 to	 set	 up	 heaven	 on	 earth;	 Jesus	 came	 to	 die.	
Jesus	came	to	be	nailed	on	a	cross,	to	be	placed	in	a	tomb,	and	then	rise	again	so	that	
might	have	life,	true	life.		
	
Our	expectation	cannot	be	that	although	Jesus	came	to	suffer	and	die,	that	we	get	to	
have	our	best	life.	No!	That	can’t	be	our	expectation.	We	best	life	later.		
	
Think	 about	 it	 like	 this:	 My	 family	 and	 I	 really	 enjoy	 going	 to	 the	 beach	 for	 our	
vacations.	 Several	 years	 ago	 in	preparations	 to	 go	on	vacation	we	bought	 a	beach	
umbrella	 and	 a	 chair.	 Can	 you	 guess	 how	 many	 hours	 we	 have	 spent	 sitting	
underneath	of	this	umbrella	just	relaxing,	listening	to	the	sound	of	the	oceans	waves	
come	crashing	in,	the	seagulls	chirping	off	 in	the	distance	while	we	relax	or	read	a	
book?	Can	you	guess	how	many	hours?	ZERO	would	be	 the	correct	answer.	Laura	
and	I	keep	saying,	“One	day	we’re	going	to	sit	under	that	umbrella.”		
	
But	right	now	is	not	that	time.	Right	now	we’re	counting	to	5	(because	we’ve	got	5	
kids)	hundred	 times	a	day	 to	make	sure	 they’re	 safe.	 Some	day	our	girls	will	be	a	
little	more	responsible	and	 independent	so	that	we	can	relax	under	that	umbrella.	
But	not	yet	and	that’s	OK.	I	don’t	have	the	expectation	as	being	a	dad	with	younger	
kids	that	a	day	at	the	beach	is	going	to	be	a	day	of	ease	where	I	can	be	carefree.		
	
That’s	going	to	happen	someday	but	for	now	I	going	to	put	that	umbrella	off	to	the	
side	and	wear	myself	out	 splashing	 in	 the	waves	and	playing	 in	 the	sand	with	my	
family.		
	
And	this	is	where	I	want	to	bring	the	attention	back	to	all	of	us:	you	see,	we	can’t	go	
on	with	this	picture	that	we	get	to	live	right	now	playing	it	safe	and	taking	the	easy	
route.	The	Christian	life	is	marked	with	a	wholehearted	surrender	to	the	Lord	where	
you’re	denying	yourself,	but	you’re	also	dying	to	yourself.		
	
Where	you	say	that	some	day	you’re	going	to	be	with	Jesus,	some	day	He	will	wipe	
every	tear	 from	your	eyes.	Some	day	you	will	be	with	Him	where	there	will	be	no	
death,	no	more	grieving,	no	more	crying,	no	more	pain…	but	until	 that	day,	you’re	
going	to	live	representing	Him	here	on	this	earth.	But	until	that	day	you	hold	onto	
the	expectation	that	for	here	and	for	now,	I’m	going	to	carry	my	cross,	because	that	
is	what	Jesus	has	called	me	to	do.	
	
Let	me	share	one	more	change	that	must	take	place…	
	



	 7	

If	 you	are	going	 to	 follow	 Jesus,	Your	Focus	needs	 to	Change.	This	may	sound	
rather	unnecessary	 to	 say,	 but	 if	 you’re	 going	 to	 follow	 Jesus,	 you	need	 to	 look	at	
Jesus.	The	Christian	life	is	characterized	by	a	continual	following	after	Jesus.		
	
There’s	a	popular	phrase	that	says,	“Once	saved,	always	saved.”	But	I	think	it’s	just	
as	true	to	say	“Once	saved,	always	following.”	There’s	a	single-minded	focus	on	Jesus	
Christ,	where	 you’re	 taking	 your	 eyes	off	 from	yourself,	where	 you’re	 taking	 your	
focus	 off	 from	 the	 things	 of	 this	world	 and	 placing	 you	 complete	 attention	 you’re	
your	Savior.			
	
But	 let	me	ask	you	a	question:	Do	you	believe	that	 it	can	be	done?	Do	you	believe	
that	the	gospel	 is	powerful	enough	to	save	a	person	and	enable	a	person	to	follow	
Jesus	 wherever	 He	 may	 lead?	 Can	 an	 individual,	 by	 the	 grace	 of	 God,	 grow	 in	
maturity	to	follow	Jesus	to	walk	a	surrendered	life	to	the	God	of	the	universe?		
	
Conclusion:	
	
Think	about	that	as	I	tell	a	story	from	this	past	week:	The	other	day	my	family	and	I	
were	on	the	way	to	watch	my	oldest	daughter’s	soccer	game	when	a	Jeep	passed	us,	
as	 we	 weren’t	 going	 fast	 enough.	 Well,	 just	 a	 couple	 minutes	 later	 we	 pulled	 up	
behind	 this	 Jeep	 at	 the	 stoplight	 and	 I	 noticed	 one	 it’s	 bumper	 stickers.	 And	 it	
grabbed	 my	 attention	 because	 although	 in	 that	 moment	 I	 wasn’t	 preparing	 this	
sermon,	my	mind	 is	 always	 thinking	 through	what	 I’m	 going	 to	 say	 as	 I	 have	 the	
opportunity	to	preach	the	Word	of	God.		
	
So	I	pull	up	to	this	stoplight	and	I	see	this	bumper	sticker	that	says,	(show	picture)	
“Don’t	follow	me.	You	won’t	make	it.”		It’s	a	Jeep	motto	that	tells	everyone	that	their	
driving	a	vehicle	that	can	go	where	no	one	else	can	go	and	it	can	do	things	that	other	
vehicles	can’t.	Don’t	even	try	to	follow	them	because	where	their	going	you’ll	never	
manage	to	keep	up	and	eventually	you’ll	fail.		
	
But	is	that	what	Jesus	tells	us?	Does	He	say	follow	me,	but	quite	honesly,	you’re	not	
going	 to	 make?	 NO!	 Jesus	 says	 the	 exact	 opposite.	 He	 says	 follow	 me	 because	
without	a	doubt	you	can	make	it.	Now	you’re	going	to	have	to	change	your	desires,	
you’re	going	to	have	to	change	your	expectations,	and	you’re	going	to	have	to	stop	
looking	at	yourself	and	you’re	going	to	have	to	fix	your	eyes	on	Jesus.		
	
Jesus	is	the	example	that	 is	given	to	us	throughout	the	New	Testament.	We’re	told	
in…	
	
Hebrews	12:1-2	
	

…let	us	also	lay	aside	every	weight,	and	sin	which	clings	so	closely,	and	let	us	
run	with	 endurance	 the	 race	 that	 is	set	 before	 us,	 looking	 to	 Jesus,	 the	
founder	 and	perfecter	of	 our	 faith,	who	 for	 the	 joy	 that	was	 set	before	him	
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endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	
throne	of	God.	
	

And	in	1	Peter	we’re	given	the	encouragement	that	although	the	life	we	live	will	be	
difficult,	keep	your	eyes	fixed	on	Jesus.	Follow	His	example	of	the	path	towards	the	
cross.	The	Apostle	Peter	says,		
	
1	Peter	2:21-25	
	

For	to	this	you	have	been	called,	because	Christ	also	suffered	for	you,	leaving	
you	an	example,	so	that	you	might	follow	in	his	steps.	He	committed	no	sin,	
neither	was	deceit	found	in	his	mouth.	When	he	was	reviled,	he	did	not	revile	
in	 return;	 when	 he	 suffered,	 he	 did	 not	 threaten,	but	 continued	 entrusting	
himself	to	him	who	judges	justly.	He	himself	bore	our	sins	in	his	body	on	the	
tree,	 that	we	might	 die	 to	 sin	 and	live	 to	 righteousness.	By	 his	wounds	 you	
have	been	healed.	For	you	were	straying	 like	sheep,	but	have	now	returned	
to	the	Shepherd	and	Overseer	of	your	souls.	
	

Following	 anything	 or	 anyone	 else	 will	 lead	 toward	 your	 destruction.	 Let	 our	
resolve	 be	 to	 never	 be	 ashamed	 of	 Christ.	 That	 we	 keep	 our	 gaze	 fixed	 on	 Jesus	
Christ	 knowing	 that	 the	 short-term	 gratification	 is	 not	 what	 we’re	 after.	 The	
satisfaction	 that	 comes	 from	 fulfilling	 our	 own	 interests	 will	 last	 for	 only	 a	
moment…	and	 then	 it’s	 gone.	Do	not	 forfeit	 your	 soul	 to	 grab	onto	 the	 temporary	
pleasures	of	this	world.	Do	not	be	reluctant	in	following	the	One	who	give	Himself	as	
ransom	that	we	might	be	saved.	But	boldly	fix	your	eyes	upon	Jesus	and	follow	Him.		
	
This	 world	 has	nothing	 to	 offer	 in	 comparison	 to	 what	 we	 have	 in	 Jesus	 Christ.	
Follow	Him!	May	the	testimony	of	our	lives	be	that	there	is	nothing	that	compares	to	
our	desire	for	Jesus	Christ.	Our	love	is	for	Jesus	first.	Our	allegiance	is	to	Jesus	first.	
Because	we	have	strongly	come	to	the	conclusion	that	in	Him	is	life,	true	life.	And	I	
have	no	desire	to	exchange	Jesus	for	anything	this	world	has	to	offer.		
	
So	Cornerstone,	pursue	Jesus.	Deny	yourself,	pick	up	your	cross	every	single	day	and	
follow	the	Savior	of	 the	world.	 It	may	get	bumpy	along	the	way	as	you	experience	
various	trials	and	difficulties.	But	don’t	give	up	for	you	can	make	it.		
	
This	morning,	we’re	going	to	close	with	a	couple	of	songs.	And	the	first	one	I	want	to	
encourage	you	to	offer	to	the	Lord	as	a	prayer.	It’s	an	older	song	that	says	all	I	want	
is	Jesus.		
	
In	the	morning,	when	I	rise	
Give	me	Jesus	
You	can	have	the	world	
Just	give	me	Jesus	
When	I’m	alone	
Give	me	Jesus	
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When	I	come	to	die	
Give	me	Jesus	
	
Let	us	our	eyes	on	Jesus	and	never	turn	away.	
	
PRAY	
	
	
	
	
	


