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For	 multiple	 reasons	 there’s	 a	 popular	 slogan	 that	 says,	 “Life	 is	 not	 about	 the	
destination	but	about	the	journey.”	It’s	an	encouragement	to	enjoy	life	regardless	of	
where	 you’re	 going.	 But	 quite	 honestly	 I	 have	 a	 problem	 with	 that	 statement.	
Because	 it	 is	 important	 to	 take	 the	 journey	 seriously	 but	 it’s	 also	 important	what	
direction	you	head.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
Today	we’re	going	to	be	spending	our	time	in	the	book	of	Acts,	specifically	in	Acts	8.	
The	 book	 of	 Acts	 is	 an	 extraordinary	 book	 that	 details	 the	 birth	 of	 the	 church.	 It	
begins	in	Acts	1	with	Jesus	giving	a	charge	to	his	disciples	to	take	the	gospel	and	be	a	
witness	 of	 Jesus	 and	 for	 Jesus	 to	 the	 ends	 of	 the	 earth.	 Jesus	 then	 ascends	 into	
heaven,	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 comes	 and	 the	 church	 begins	 in	 a	 remarkable	 way	 with	
several	thousand	people	trusting	in	Christ	as	their	Savior.		
	
What	you	find	throughout	the	entire	book	of	Acts	is	that	the	followers	of	Jesus	knew,	
without	 a	 doubt,	 of	 what	 they	 were	 going	 to	 be	 doing	 with	 their	 life.	 They	 were	
going	to	be	talking	about	Jesus.	Whether	that	be	in	the	synagogues,	whether	that	be	
at	their	workplace,	whether	that	be	while	getting	away	from	persecution,	or	while	
serving	 time	 in	prison.	Followers	of	 Jesus	came	 to	 the	understanding	 that	 in	 Jesus	
there	is	true	life	and	that	everyone	needed	to	hear	about	Him.	So	while,	they	didn’t	
always	know	where	 they	were	going	 to	be	as	 they	depended	on	 the	Holy	Spirit	 to	
lead	 them,	 they	 knew	 what	 they	 were	 going	 to	 be	 doing,	 they	 were	 going	 to	 be	
proclaiming	Jesus.		
	
And	that’s	what	we	find	happening	in	Acts	8.	Towards	the	end	of	this	chapter	there	
is	 a	 guy	 by	 the	 name	 of	 Philip,	 who	 is	 a	 follower	 of	 Jesus	 Christ,	 and	 he	 has	 the	
opportunity	to	lead	a	man	from	Ethiopia	to	the	Lord.	But	previously	to	this	one	on	
one	opportunity,	Philip	is	a	man	that	has	had	the	opportunity	to	be	involved	in	some	
pretty	exciting	ministries.	Prior	to	meeting	the	Ethiopian,	Philip	was	used	by	God	in	
the	city	of	Samaria	to	start	a	revival.	Large	groups	of	people	were	coming	to	know	
the	Lord	through	Philip’s	preaching.	In	that	city	unclean	spirits	were	being	cast	out,	
the	lame	were	being	healed,	and	there	was	much	joy	that	was	being	experienced.		
	
And	Philip	had	a	 front	row	seat	 to	seeing	God	doing	some	amazing	things	 in	 large	
groups	 of	 people.	 But	 as	we	 get	 to	 the	 end	 of	 Acts	 8,	 you	 see	 that	 God	 isn’t	 only	
concerned	about	the	masses;	He’s	also	concerned	for	the	individual.	God	takes	Philip	
away	 from	 a	 dynamic	 and	 influential	 ministry	 in	 Samaria	 and	 leads	 him	 to	 the	
middle	of	nowhere	to	pursue	one	man,	this	Ethiopian	man	who	searching	for	truth.	
The	 guy	 desires	 to	 know	 the	 One	 true	 God	 and	 the	 Lord	 uses	 Philip	 to	 lead	 this	
Ethiopian	man	to	Himself.		
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The	 Ethiopian	 man	 is	 about	 to	 discover	 exactly	 what	 he	 has	 been	 searching	 for	
which	you	will	see	creates	him	a	reason	to	rejoice!	
	
Read	Acts	8:26-27a	
	
Now,	keep	in	mind	where	Philip	was	at	before	these	verses.	He	was	in	the	midst	of	a	
very	dynamic	ministry	where	a	lot	of	people	were	coming	to	know	the	Lord	and	a	lot	
of	people’s	lives	were	being	transformed.	And	at	the	peak	of	that	ministry	an	angel	
from	the	Lord	comes	and	tells	him	to	pack	it	up	and	head	to	the	desert.	I	look	at	that	
and	it	kind	of	seems	like	an	odd	request.		
	
Most	 people	 who	 are	 planting	 a	 church	 today	 aren’t	 heading	 out	 of	 town	 when	
things	 are	 going	 really	 well.	 They’re	 going	 to	 ride	 the	 momentum	 and	 seek	 to	
establish	some	healthy	patterns	within	these	young	believers	lives.	They’re	going	to	
develop	leaders	and	work	on	strategies	for	long-term	growth.		
	
But	 the	 Lord	 has	 something	 different	 in	 mind	 for	 Philip.	 And	 Philip	 is	 more	
concerned	about	the	Great	Commission	than	bringing	to	completion	his	own	agenda.	
Philip	knows	his	ranking	in	the	Lord’s	army	and	when	the	Commander-in-Chief	has	
said	that	what’s	most	important	to	do	is,		
	

Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	
the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	
that	I	have	commanded	you.	–Matthew	28:19-20	

	
When	Philip	receives	the	command	to	go	make	disciples	somewhere	else,	he	does	it	
without	 hesitation.	 Now,	 he’s	 not	 told	 in	 these	 verses	 that	 he	will	make	 disciples	
somewhere	 else,	 but	 he	 knows	 that	 is	 the	 calling	 upon	 his	 life.	 And	 it	 may	 seem	
strange	 that	he’s	 to	head	to	 the	desert,	and	he’s	 told	 to	go	 to	a	road	that	very	 few	
people	use,	but	Philip	has	great	trust	in	the	Lord	and	is	obedient	to	the	orders	that	
he	is	given.		
	
We’re	 told,	 “he	 rose	 and	went.”	 There’s	 a	 willingness	 and	 eagerness	 to	 this	man.	
Philip	reminds	me	of	the	prophet	Isaiah	who	was	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord	when	
the	Lord	asked,	“Whom	shall	I	send,	and	who	will	go	for	us?”	And	Isaiah	immediately	
responded	by	saying,	“Here	I	am!	Send	me.”	Philip	is	like	that	as	well.	Oh,	you	want	
someone	to	go?	Great!	I’m	on	my	way.	And	God	does	so	much	of	his	sovereign	work	
through	willing	human	instruments	that	place	their	faith	in	Him.		
	
And	willingness	and	faith	go	hand-in-hand.	The	greater	your	faith,	the	greater	your	
willingness	will	be	 to	 follow	after	 the	desires	of	 the	Lord.	And	the	more	often	you	
have	a	willingness	to	follow	after	the	Lord,	the	more	often	your	faith	will	be	put	to	
the	 test.	 And	 faith	 grows	 like	 a	 muscle;	 the	 more	 often	 it	 is	 used,	 the	 greater	 it	
becomes.	As	faith	is	strengthened,	so	is	your	willingness	to	obey	the	Lord.		
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And	that	is	evident	in	Philip’s	life	as	he	heads	out	to	the	desert	to	meet	the	Ethiopian	
man	who	we’re	told	about	in	the	second	half	of	verse	27,	
	
Read	Acts	8:27b-33	
	
	So,	what	do	we	know	about	this	Ethiopian.	First	we	learn	is	that	he’s	eunuch,	which	
means	that	he	was	emasculated	surgically.	Which	was	not	uncommon	in	that	era	as	
most	eunuchs	were	given	the	responsibility	to	stand	guard	over	a	king’s	harem.	And	
some	of	those	who	were	eunuchs	rose	to	elevated	positions	of	authority	within	the	
kingdom	that	they	were	serving	within.	The	Ethiopian	eunuch	that	we	find	here	in	
Acts	8	was	a	man	of	great	authority	under	Candace	the	Queen.		
	
In	Ethiopia	the	Queen	was	the	one	who	held	all	the	political	power.	The	Kings	were	
believed	 to	 be	 the	 incarnations	 of	 the	 sun	 god	 and	 the	 everyday	 affairs	 of	 the	
government	were	beneath	them,	below	him,	something	he	paid	no	attention	to.	So	
business	concerns	of	the	nation	and	the	governing	authority	fell	to	their	wives,	the	
queens,	who	were	called	Candace.	Candace	is	not	actually	someone’s	name,	but	the	
official	title	given	to	all	queen	mothers.		
	
This	 particular	 Ethiopian	 was	 put	 in	 charge	 of	 all	 the	 finances	 of	 the	 Ethiopian	
government.	 He	 was	 a	 fairly	 powerful	 individual.	 But	 beyond	 all	 of	 those	 things,	
probably	the	most	significant	thing	that	we	learn	about	this	man	is	that	he	is	seeking	
after	God.	More	than	likely	he’s	a	Gentile	that	has	embraced	the	teaching	of	Judaism.		
	
He’s	 heard	 of	 the	 one	 God	 that	 is	 creator	 of	 the	 heavens	 and	 earth	 that	 is	 talked	
about	in	the	Old	Testament.	And	makes	the	long	journey	from	Ethiopia	to	Jerusalem	
to	 see	 if	 he	 can	 gain	 a	 better	 understanding.	 On	 his	 way	 back	 he’s	 sitting	 in	 his	
chariot	reading	through	the	book	of	Isaiah.	
	
Now,	you	see	the	word	“chariot”	there.	What	kind	of	image	comes	to	you	mind?	For	I	
hear	chariot	and	automatically	 think	Ben	Hur	with	some	guy	rapidly	making	 their	
way	 down	 the	 road.	 But	 it	 may	 be	 more	 accurate	 to	 think	 of	 a	 wagon,	 with	 the	
Ethiopian	eunuch	not	all	by	himself	but	surrounded	by	his	associates.	He’s	a	high-
ranking	official	 that	would	more	 than	 likely	have	 someone	else	 at	 the	 reigns.	And	
their	just	trotting	down	the	road,	like	we	see	all	the	time	here	in	Middlefield,	and	the	
Ethiopian	is	sitting	there	passing	the	time	and	trying	to	come	to	an	understanding	of	
the	book	of	Isaiah.		
	
And	we’re	told	that	he’s	reading	 it	out	 loud.	Now	that	may	seem	odd.	Most	people	
today	don’t	read	their	books	in	public	aloud.	It	would	be	rather	unusual	to	go	on	trip	
and	 sit	 down	 on	 an	 airplane	 next	 to	 an	 individual	 that	 read	 their	 book	 aloud	 the	
entire	way.	That	would	be	 strange.	 So	why	would	 the	Ethiopian	 read	aloud	 in	his	
chariot?		
	
It’s	possible	that	although	he’s	a	high-ranking	official,	he	may	not	be	a	great	reader.	
All	those	who	are	learning	to	read	will	typically	read	it	out	loud	as	they	sound	out	
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each	word	in	the	sentence.		But	also,	you	have	to	imagine	what	he’s	reading	on.	He’s	
not	reading	from	a	book	that’s	been	published	off	from	a	printing	press.	He’s	reading	
from	a	manuscript	where	the	writers	would	conserve	space	by	jamming	the	words	
as	close	together	as	possible	so	he	might	be	reading	 it	aloud	so	that	he	can	 follow	
along.	 But	 also,	 he’s	 reading	 something	 he	 doesn’t	 understand.	 When	 I	 read	
something	I	don’t	understand,	I	often	times	will	read	it	out	loud	to	just	go	over	it	a	
little	slower	to	see	if	I	can	grasp	something	that	I	didn’t	get	the	first	time.		
	
So	 picture	 this	 scene,	 it’s	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 desert.	 Philip	 is	 walking	 down	 this	
deserted	road	when	this	entourage	from	Ethiopia	comes	riding	by.	The	Ethiopians	
are	 in	 their	 chariots	 and	 Philip	 overhears	 a	man	 reading	 from	 the	Old	 Testament	
when	 the	 Spirit	 tells	 him	 that	 this	 is	why	 you’re	 here.	Run	up	 there	 and	 join	 that	
man.	We	don’t	know	how	fast	the	chariots	are	going	but	we	do	know	that	Philip	had	
to	run.	He	runs	up	alongside	of	the	chariot	and	yells	over	“Hey,	do	you	understand	
what	you’re	reading?”		
	
Philip	must	have	been	in	great	shape.	My	oldest	daughter	and	I	have	gone	running	a	
few	times	together.	And	when	we	run,	we	don’t	talk.	We	don’t	have	enough	energy	
for	it.	But	apparently	Philip	did	because	he’s	running	alongside	of	the	chariot	having	
a	conversation	with	this	man.	And	the	Ethiopian	man	responds	by	saying,	“How	can	
I,	unless	someone	teaches	me.”	And	it	was	at	that	point	that	they	stopped	the	horses	
and	Philip	climbed	in	to	explain	the	Word	of	God.		
	
Let	me	read	that	text	again.	
	
Read	Acts	8:32-33	
	
These	words	were	written	some	eight	hundreds	years	before	 Jesus	Christ	stepped	
onto	this	earth	as	a	man.	And	isn’t	any	doubt	that	these	words	are	talking	about	the	
Savior	of	the	world?	For	further	proof,	let’s	look	at	the	context	of	where	these	words	
are	coming	from.	This	is	coming	from	Isaiah	53,	specifically	verses	7	and	8,	but	let	
me	start	in	verse	1.		
	
Read	Isaiah	53:1-8	
	
1Who	has	believed	what	he	has	heard	from	us?	
				And	to	whom	has	the	arm	of	the	LORD	been	revealed?	
2	For	he	grew	up	before	him	like	a	young	plant,	
				and	like	a	root	out	of	dry	ground;	
he	had	no	form	or	majesty	that	we	should	look	at	him,	
				and	no	beauty	that	we	should	desire	him.	
3	He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	men,	
				a	man	of	sorrows	and	acquainted	with	grief;	
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and	as	one	from	whom	men	hide	their	faces	
				he	was	despised,	and	we	esteemed	him	not.	
4	Surely	he	has	borne	our	griefs	
				and	carried	our	sorrows;	
yet	we	esteemed	him	stricken,	
				smitten	by	God,	and	afflicted.	
5	But	he	was	pierced	for	our	transgressions;	
				he	was	crushed	for	our	iniquities;	
upon	him	was	the	chastisement	that	brought	us	peace,	
				and	with	his	wounds	we	are	healed.	
6	All	we	like	sheep	have	gone	astray;	
				we	have	turned—every	one—to	his	own	way;	
and	the	LORD	has	laid	on	him	
				the	iniquity	of	us	all.	
7	He	was	oppressed,	and	he	was	afflicted,	
				yet	he	opened	not	his	mouth;	
like	a	lamb	that	is	led	to	the	slaughter,	
				and	like	a	sheep	that	before	its	shearers	is	silent,	
				so	he	opened	not	his	mouth.	
8	By	oppression	and	judgment	he	was	taken	away;	
				and	as	for	his	generation,	who	considered	
that	he	was	cut	off	out	of	the	land	of	the	living,	
				stricken	for	the	transgression	of	my	people?	
	
This	reads	like	an	eyewitness	account	of	the	life	of	Jesus	Christ,	doesn’t	it?	But	this	is	
written	 some	800	years	before	 the	 cross.	And	within	 those	800	years	no	one	had	
fulfilled	this	prophecy	until	Jesus	came.	And	we	find	this	Ethiopian	reading	this	text	
and	going,	“I	don’t	get	it.”		
	
So	Philip	has	an	opportunity	right	here	to	dive	into	the	gospel,	to	tell	him	the	good	
news	of	Jesus.	Philip	is	unashamed	of	the	gospel	and	knows	that	Jesus	is	the	one	that	
this	Ethiopian	man	needs,	that	Jesus	is	the	one	that	this	Ethiopian	man	is	looking	for.	
And	that’s	what	it	tells	us	in	the	following	verses.		
	
Read	Acts	8:34-40	
	
Philip	 is	 faithful	 to	his	calling	and	he	preaches	Christ.	He	preaches	Christ	 from	the	
Old	Testament	as	not	a	word	 from	the	New	Testament	has	even	been	written	yet.	
And	this	Ethiopian	man	has	his	eyes	open	to	the	good	news	of	the	only	begotten	Son	
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of	 God.	 Their	 traveling	 down	 the	 road,	 Philip	 and	 this	 man	 are	 having	 this	
conversation,	 the	question	 to	his	greatest	need	has	been	answered	and	he	spots	a	
body	of	water.	Probably	not	a	large	area	of	water	but	a	small	watering	hole,	and	he	
asks	the	question,	“Why	don’t	I	get	baptized?”	
	
Philip	must	have	talked	in	their	conversation	about	the	Great	Commission,	to	go	into	
all	the	nations,	making	disciples	and	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	the	
Son	 and	 the	Holy	 Spirit.	 I’m	 sure	 that	 he	 explained	 to	 the	 Ethiopian	 that	 just	 like	
circumcision	was	a	sign	of	the	covenant	before	Jesus,	the	new	sign	of	the	kingdom	of	
God	was	the	sign	of	baptism.	
	
This	is	something	that	we	all	need	to	understand,	as	there	is	no	saving	grace	that	is	
found	in	the	waters	of	the	baptistery.		If	you	were	baptized	in	the	Jordan	river	itself,	
that	would	not	 save	you.	 If	 you	 could	 find	 the	water	 flowing	out	of	 the	Garden	of	
Eden,	those	waters	could	not	wash	away	the	stain	of	sin!	Nothing	but	the	blood	of	
Jesus	 can	do	 that!	 It’s	 not	us	 looking	 to	 the	water	 to	 cleanse	us,	 it’s	 looking	up	 to	
Christ	and	saying	(like	in	the	song	that	we	sang	earlier)	
	

Nothing	in	my	hand	I	bring	
Simply	to	the	cross	I	cling	
Naked	come	to	thee	for	dress	
Helpless	look	to	thee	for	grace	
Wretched	to	the	fount	I	fly	
Wash	me,	Savior,	or	I	die	

	
It’s	a	trust	in	Christ	alone	for	salvation.	And	if	you	can	truly	make	that	declaration	by	
faith,	baptism	is	for	you.	And	Philip	is	talking	and	teaching	this	with	the	Ethiopian	is	
on	the	edge	of	his	seat	taking	it	all	in	and	as	soon	as	he	spots	some	water,	he’s	like	
“Can	I	do	that?	Is	there	anything	stopping	me	from	being	baptized?”		
	
And	 something	 that’s	 not	 in	 some	 of	 the	 older	 manuscripts,	 and	 that’s	 why	 you	
won’t	find	it	in	all	of	your	translations	is	verse	37	which	says,	
	

Acts	8:37	NKJV	
Then	Philip	said,	“If	you	believe	with	all	your	heart,	you	may.”	And	he	
answered	and	said,	“I	believe	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	Son	of	God.”	

	
Now	that	verse	 is	not	 in	all	of	 the	manuscripts,	but	 it’s	still	an	accurate	statement.	
What	qualifies	an	individual	to	be	baptized?	It’s	a	full	dependency	on	Jesus	Christ	as	
their	Savior.	If	you’re	saved,	nothing	prevents	you	from	being	baptized.		
	
	

If	you	 confess	 with	 your	 mouth	 that	 Jesus	 is	 Lord	 and	believe	 in	 your	
heart	that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved.		–Romans	10:9-
10	
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If	you	believe	that	with	all	of	your	heart,	you	can	and	you	should	be	baptized.	In	fact,	
you	 would	 be	 hard-pressed	 to	 find	 an	 individual	 in	 the	 New	 Testament	 that	 has	
placed	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	who	hasn’t	been	baptized.	Every	follower	of	Jesus	
Christ	 should	be	getting	 in	 that	 tank	at	 some	point	 if	 they’ve	never	been	baptized	
before.	
	
The	 Ethiopian	 realizes	 what	 has	 happened	 and	 tells	 his	 driver	 to	 stop.	 He’s	 not	
waiting	a	minute	longer	to	proclaim	to	the	world	that	he’s	a	follower	of	Jesus	Christ.	
The	two	men	step	down	out	of	the	chariot	walk	down	into	the	water,	Philip	baptizes	
him	and	 instantly	 the	Holy	Spirit	 takes	him	away.	Philip	had	 finished	what	he	had	
come	to	do	and	was	brought	to	another	city	to	keep	on	preaching	the	gospel.		
	
But	 the	 Ethiopian	 eunuch	was	 left	 there	 rejoicing.	 And	 he	 has	 so	much	 to	 rejoice	
about.	 He’s	 rejoicing	 because	 he	 found	 the	 true	 object	 worship.	 Worshipping	
anything	or	anyone	else	is	empty.	But	worshipping	Jesus	was	he	was	created	for.	He	
was	rejoicing	because	he	had	found	the	key	to	the	Bible.	The	Bible	isn’t	 just	a	 long	
book	of	disconnected	stories,	but	 it’s	centered	on	and	around	Jesus.	The	Ethiopian	
can	rejoice	because	he’s	found	a	personal	Savior.	And	he	can	also	rejoice	because	it’s	
not	 just	 good	 news	 for	 him	 personally	 but	 this	 is	 the	 blessed	 gospel	 that	 is	 good	
news	for	all	mankind.		
	
Many	people	here	in	this	room	can	testify	to	that	truth.	That	our	joy	is	complete	in	
Christ	 alone	 and	 in	 nothing	 else.	 Everything	 else	 falls	 absolutely	 short	 of	 the	
gladness	that	is	found	in	living	in	a	vibrant	relationship	with	Jesus.	Only	in	Jesus	is	
there	hope	in	world	that’s	filled	with	hopelessness.	Only	in	Jesus	is	there	relief	from	
the	heavy	burden	of	sin.	Only	in	Jesus	will	our	soul	find	satisfaction	in	this	life	that	
we	live.		
	
The	 only	 journey	 that	 leads	 towards	 rejoicing	 is	 the	 journey	 towards	 Christ.	 And	
today	we	have	an	opportunity	to	rejoice	with	3	young	people	who	have	placed	their	
faith	in	Christ	and	want	to	testify	to	that	truth.	In	Jesus	they’re	rejoicing	and	we	get	
to	rejoice	along	with	them.		
	


