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What	types	of	people	do	you	admire?	Are	there	certain	people	that	impress	you	and	
inspire	 you	 to	 live	 with	 a	 greater	 sense	 of	 purpose	 and	 a	 greater	 sense	
determination?	The	people	that	motivate	me	are	the	ones	that	rise	to	the	challenge	
when	things	get	difficult.	And	quite	honestly	I	love	hearing	stories	of	individuals	that	
are	not	passive	with	their	life	but	are	living	their	life	with	a	purpose,	which	is	why	I	
am	always	on	the	lookout	for	a	good	biography.		
	
I	want	to	hear	the	stories	and	the	perspectives	of	people	that	are	different	than	I	am.	
I	want	to	be	challenged	to	live	my	life	with	greater	ambitions	and	intentions.	I	want	
to	 know	 that	with	 difficulty	 comes	 great	 opportunity.	 I	want	 to	 be	 confronted	 by	
people	who	did	not	coast	through	life	but	rose	to	the	challenge	regardless	of	outside	
pressures,	despite	their	own	fears,	and	 leaving	behind	the	 insignificant	pursuits	of	
this	world.		
	
I	want	to	live	on	purpose	for	a	purpose.	And	there	are	people	that	have	walked	on	
this	 planet	 of	 ours	 that	 have	done	 that	 really	well.	 They	didn’t	 do	 it	 perfectly	 but	
they	open	my	eyes	and	challenge	me	 to	 live	 for	more	 than	 just	 this	moment	 right	
here	in	front	of	me.		
	
It’s	a	 small	percentage	of	 the	population	of	 this	earth	 that	does	 that.	Many	people	
live	for	the	comfort	and	the	ease	of	getting	through	the	week	ahead	or	through	this	
stage	of	life.	And	I’ll	say,	I	have	a	natural	inclination	to	do	that	as	well,	so	I	look	for	
people	that	are	keeping	their	eye	on	the	bigger	picture.		
	
And	as	I	open	up	my	Bible	there	are	so	many	stories	of	individuals	that	lived	for	far	
more	than	just	the	moment	that	was	right	there	in	front	of	them.	One	great	example	
of	a	person	like	that	was	a	man	by	the	name	of	Paul.	Many	of	you	are	familiar	with	
his	story	where	he	was	not	a	perfect	man.	In	fact,	when	we’re	first	introduced	to	him	
he’s	harassing	and	persecuting	those	who	love	Jesus.		
	
But	 Jesus	 gets	 ahold	 of	 his	 life	 and	 takes	 this	 man	 who	 is	 far	 from	 godly,	 and	
transforms	him	into	a	lover	of	the	One	true	God.	From	the	day	that	Jesus	gets	ahold	
Paul’s	 life	until	 the	day	 that	he	dies,	 it	 is	without	question	 that	Paul	 is	 completely	
devoted	to	the	calling	that	 the	risen	Christ	had	given	him,	even	though	 it	cost	him	
exceptional	 discomfort	 and	 immense	 pain.	 Following	 Jesus	 Christ	was	worth	 it	 to	
Paul.	
	
You	could	mock	him.	You	could	beat	him	rods.	You	could	 imprison	him.	You	could	
stone	him.	You	could	starve	him.	You	could	put	him	in	danger.	You	could	bring	Paul	
to	 the	brink	of	death,	but	 through	 it	all	he	would	keep	pressing	on	 to	 follow	after	
Jesus	Christ.	He	was	a	remarkable	man.		
	
How	 could	 anyone…	 or	 better	 yet,	 why	 would	 anyone	 endure	 so	 much	 over	 the	
course	of	his	life	rather	than	just	give	up	and	take	the	easy	way	out?	
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The	reason	that	Paul	endures	through	the	thick	and	thin	is	because	he	experienced	
salvation.	 Jesus	 Christ	 opens	 Paul’s	 eyes	 to	 the	 reality	 that	 there	 is	 One	 God	 that	
created	all	things	perfectly	and	through	no	efforts	of	his	own	could	he	earn	a	right	
standing	before	God.	Paul	had	an	enormous	problem.	Something	he	could	not	deal	
with	on	his	own.	Paul	was	a	sinner	separated	from	God.	
	
Sin	 is	 a	 big	 deal.	 Many	 Christians	 even	 today	 talk	 about	 sin	 as	 if	 it	 were	 just	 a	
relational	tiff,	or	a	bump	in	the	road	between	God	and	man,	and	all	is	needed	is	for	
us	to	simply	say	“I’m	sorry,	 let’s	move	on.”	It’s	not	a	big	deal.	But	the	Bible	teaches	
that	 sin	 is	 far	 greater	 than	 a	 relational	 struggle	 but	 describes	 it	 treasonous	 act	
against	a	good	and	righteous	King.1		
	
Sin	has	completely	separated	us	from	God.	And	there’s	only	one	solution	to	that.	If	
we	were	going	to	be	saved,	if	we	were	going	to	be	rescued,	God	Himself	would	have	
to	act.	And	he	did,	through	the	death	of	His	Son	Jesus	Christ	on	the	cross.	Paul	had	
his	had	his	eyes	open	to	that	reality	and	that	through	faith	in	Christ	alone	salvation	
was	extended	to	him.		
	
And	that	right	there,	is	the	gospel.	That’s	the	good	news	that	propels	a	guy	like	Paul	
to	live	on	purpose	for	a	purpose.	When	you	realize	the	debt	that	you	carried	before	a	
Holy	and	Righteous	God,	when	your	eyes	are	open	to	how	your	sin	has	created	this	
enormous	expanse	between	you	and	the	Creator	of	the	heavens	and	the	earth,	and	
when	 discover	 that	 Jesus	 paid	 the	 penalty	 so	 that	 you	 could	 be	welcomed	 into	 a	
loving	relationship	with	the	One	who	knows	all	things…	it	completely	revolutionizes	
the	way	that	you	live.		
	
It’s	no	longer	to	just	get	through	the	day.	It’s	no	longer	to	live	completely	for	you.	It’s	
no	longer	taking	the	easiest	route	possible	for	your	eyes	have	been	open	to	a	whole	
new	reality.	The	gospel	awakens	you	 to	what	you	were	made	 for.	 It’s	 the	greatest	
story	that’s	ever	been	told	by	the	greatest	Author	the	world	has	ever	known	and	it	
leads	us	to	Jesus.		
	
Like	 a	 said,	 the	 gospel	 revolutionizes	 the	way	 that	 you	 live.	 And	 the	Apostle	 Paul	
made	no	apologies	for	it	as	he	came	to	an	understanding	of	how	significant	it	is	for	
his	own	life	but	also	for	every	single	person	on	this	planet.	And	I	want	you	to	think	
about	that	specifically	over	the	next	several	weeks.		
	
We’re	 taking	a	 short	break	 from	the	book	of	 Joshua.	We	will	dive	back	 into	 in	 the	
month	of	October	but	I	thought	it	would	be	good	to	step	away	from	that	for	a	short	
period	 of	 time	 to	 think	 about	 living	 the	Unashamed	 life.	 The	 greatest	 news	 that	
could	ever	be	 received	 is	given	 to	us	 in	 the	gospel,	 so	 if	 you	would,	open	up	your	
Bible	to	the	book	of	Romans,	 I	want	to	 look	at	passage	that	 is	probably	familiar	to	
many	believers.		
	
																																																								
1	“What	is	the	Gospel”	by	Greg	Gilbert	pg.	52	
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Read	Romans	1:16-17	
	
The	 Apostle	 Paul	 boldly	 proclaims	 that	 he	 is	 unashamed	 of	 the	 gospel.	 He’s	 not	
embarrassed	by	it.	His	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	doesn’t	make	him	uncomfortable	around	
friends,	or	 family	or	strangers.	He	takes	great	confidence,	comfort	and	 joy	 in	what	
God	has	done	to	rescue	him	from	his	sin	and	bring	him	into	a	right	standing	before	
God.		
	
Paul	was	not	ashamed	of	 the	gospel.	You	read	 through	 the	book	of	Romans,	along	
with	the	12	other	letters	in	the	New	Testament	that	he	wrote	and	you	come	to	that	
conclusion	 very	 quickly.	 That	 he	 would	 talk	 about	 his	 Savior	 and	 his	 Lord	 every	
opportunity	to	he	had.	Paul	was	the	guy	that	would	say	“to	live	is	Christ	and	to	die	is	
gain.”	 Everything	 he	 did	 was	 done	 to	 point	 to	 Christ.	 He	 was	 unashamed	 of	 the	
gospel,	but	is	that	the	case	for	the	vast	majority	of	Christians	today?	
	
I	 came	 across	 some	 research	 that	 tells	 the	 statistics	 that	 the	 average	 Christian	
develops	a	relationship	with	two	unbelievers	over	the	course	of	a	year.	Also	over	the	
course	 a	 year	 the	 average	 Christian	 will	 have	 two	 gospel	 conversations	 of	 some	
nature.	And	within	that	year	the	average	Christian	leads	no	one	to	Christ.	So	2-2-0.	
Two	new	relationships,	two	gospel	conversations,	and	no	one	coming	to	Christ.		
	
I	 look	 at	 that	 and	 I’m	 saddened	 by	 it.	 Out	 of	 the	 hundreds	 of	 conversations	 that	
Christians	have	a	week,	the	average	Christian	speaks	boldly	about	the	gospel	twice	a	
year.	For	whatever	reason	there’s	hesitation,	there’s	reluctance.	
	
How	could	someone	ever	be	ashamed	of	the	gospel?	If	the	Bible	is	true	and	it	reveals	
to	us	that	God	created	everything	perfectly,	without	any	flaws	whatsoever.	But	sin	
made	 a	 mess	 of	 everything,	 including	 destroying	 that	 which	 is	 most	 important,	
which	 is	mankind’s	relationship	with	God.	And	the	only	solution	to	that	enormous	
problem	 is	 the	 death	 and	 resurrection	 of	 Jesus	 Christ,	which	 is	 the	 gospel,	which	
brings	us	into	a	right	relationship	with	God	the	creator	of	all	things,	you	ask	yourself	
the	question	how	could	someone	ever	be	ashamed	of	the	gospel?	
	
Why	would	there	ever	be	a	hesitation,	or	a	reluctance	to	go	and	speak	boldly	about	
what	Christ	is	accomplished	on	the	cross?	I	ask	this	question	not	just	for	you,	but	for	
myself	as	well.	Why	would	there	ever	be	a	hesitation	to	speak	about	the	truth	of	the	
gospel?	
	
Is	it	because	I’m	shy?	For	me,	no	that	is	not	it.	I’m	very	capable	of	speaking	in	front	
of	you	whether	that	is	in	a	crowd	or	as	an	individual.	In	fact,	I	don’t	have	a	problem	
striking	up	a	conversation	with	complete	strangers	in	public.	I	just	don’t,	even	if	I’ve	
never	seen	them	before	in	my	life.	Just	a	couple	of	weeks	ago	at	my	oldest	daughters	
soccer	game	I	saw	a	guy	that	was	wearing	a	hat	that	caught	my	attention.	So	I	got	
out	of	my	seat	and	walked	the	20	feet	over	there	to	ask	him	about	it.		
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Is	it	because	I	get	embarrassed	easy?	For	me,	that’s	not	it	either.	I’m	a	dad;	I	think	
there’s	 something	 about	 becoming	 a	 dad	 where	 you	 lose	 a	 lot	 of	 your	 ability	 to	
become	embarrassed	 easily.	 You	become	keenly	 aware	 of	 how	 to	 embarrass	 your	
kids…	I’ve	been	made	aware	that	it’s	not	cool	to	sing	along	the	songs	that	are	playing	
on	 the	overhead	speakers	while	walking	 through	 the	 isles	of	Wal-Mart.	 I	don’t	get	
embarrassed	easily.	
	
I	think	that	if	we	ever	have	a	hesitation	of	sharing	the	gospel	or	if	we’re	ashamed	of	
the	gospel	that	it	comes	primarily	from	one	of	three	places.		
	
First,	we	 fear	 it	 isn’t	 true.	Where	there’s	 this	big	question	mark	that	hangs	over	
our	 faith.	 Is	 the	Bible	 truly	 the	Word	of	God?	 Is	 Jesus	 really	 the	only	way	 to	God?	
There	are	so	many	other	religious	systems	out	there;	can	I	really	be	confident	that	
Christianity	and	the	gospel	that	is	found	within	the	Word	of	God	is	true?		
	
When	you	hold	doubts	of	the	absolute	truths	of	God’s	Word,	you’re	not	going	to	stick	
your	neck	out	 there	and	 take	a	 risk	 for	 something	 that	you	don’t	whole-heartedly	
trust.	You	don’t	talk	about	the	things	that	you’re	not	truly	confident	in.		
	
That’s	one	reason…	
	
Second,	we	worry	that	it	isn’t	relevant	to	some	people.	Many	in	our	culture	have	
bought	into	this	idea	that	what’s	good	for	me	may	not	be	good	for	you.	That’s	true	in	
some	situation;	you	may	like	to	have	a	salad	for	lunch	and	I’d	prefer	to	have	a	steak;	
or	you	may	think	it’s	best	to	head	off	to	a	four	year	college	after	high	school,	I	may	
prefer	to	go	to	a	technical	training	school	of	some	nature.		
	
There	 are	 a	 lot	 of	 areas	where	 you	 two	 people	 can	make	 different	 decisions	 and	
neither	of	them	is	wrong.		
	
But	when	 it	 comes	 to	 the	 gospel,	 it	 is	 relevant	 to	 everyone.	 For	 the	 gospel	 “is	 the	
power	of	God	 for	 salvation	 to	everyone	who	believes.”	Everyone	who	 trusts	 in	 the	
saving	work	of	Jesus	Christ	on	the	cross	will	be	saved…	and	everyone	who	does	not	
trust	 in	 the	 saving	 work	 of	 Jesus	 on	 the	 cross	 will	 not.	 This	 is	 very	 relevant	 to	
everyone.	
	
…But	the	reason	we	hesitate	is	because	we’re	not	really	sure	the	people	around	us	
would	 will	 find	 it	 relevant	 or	 all	 that	 important.	 Instead	 of	 stepping	 into	 a	
conversation,	we	dodge	 the	 issue	and	 talk	about	 things	 that	really	don’t	matter	or	
things	 that	don’t	demand	a	 response.	Because	 the	gospel	demands	a	 response,	do	
you	believe	or	do	you	not	believe,	and	rather	than	creating	an	awkward	situation	we	
avoid	it	all	together.		
	
That’s	the	second,	and	I	think	there’s	one	more..	
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Third,	we	 are	 not	 sure	 if	 it	 is	 powerful.	Now	the	gospel	 is	 simple;	God	created	
everything	 perfect,	man	messed	 it	 up	with	 sin,	 Jesus	 came	 through	 a	 virgin	 birth,	
grew	to	a	man,	died	on	the	cross	to	take	the	punishment	of	sin,	rose	from	the	grave	
and	is	coming	again	one	day.	It’s	simple.	But	do	we	believe	that	is	powerful	enough	
to	 save?	 Powerful	 enough	 to	 change	 a	 life?	 Powerful	 enough	 to	 take	 the	 hardest	
hearted	person	and	turn	their	life	around	in	such	a	way	that	they	no	longer	live	for	
themselves	but	live	for	the	glory	and	honor	of	God?	
	
We	hesitate	with	the	gospel	because	we	look	at	an	individual	and	go,	it	would	take	a	
miracle	 to	bring	 that	person	 to	Christ.	Well,	 isn’t	 that	 the	business	 that	God	 is	 in?	
Everyone	that	comes	to	salvation	is	through	the	incredible	power	of	God!	It	is	only	
by	God’s	great	power	that	anyone	is	ever	saved.		
	
I	think	I	understand	the	obstacles	to	being	unashamed	with	the	gospel,	and	I	think	
many	of	us	desire	to	grow	in	our	confidence	of	the	gospel.	So	what	are	the	areas	that	
we	should	focus	on	if	we’re	to	grow	in	this	area?	
	
Well,	Paul	shares	with	us	in	these	verses	3	reasons	he	is	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel	
and	these	areas	would	be	helpful	for	us	to	think	on	often.		
	
First,	 the	 Gospel	 Rescues	 Everyone	Who	Believes.	Verse	16	 tells	us	 the	gospel	
“is	the	power	of	God	for	salvation	to	everyone	who	believes,	to	the	Jew	first	and	also	
to	the	Greek.”	The	invitation	is	for	everyone.		
	
The	 gospel	 is	 for	 everyone,	 everywhere.	The	 gospel	 is	 God’s	 one	message	 for	 the	
entire	universe.	Every	single	person	on	the	face	of	this	planet	is	lost,	destined	to	hell,	
apart	from	saving	faith	in	the	person	and	work	of	Jesus	Christ.	This	includes	every	
single	human	being	in	northeast	Ohio.	That	is,	everyone	at	your	workplace,	on	your	
school	campus,	in	your	home,	in	every	car	on	every	street,	in	every	grocery	store,	on	
every	street	corner,	in	every	coffee	shop,	in	every	office	building,	in	every	road	and	
every	avenue.	 Jesus	is	the	only	key,	the	only	door,	the	only	way,	the	only	path,	the	
only	cure,	the	only	map.		
	
Acts	 4:12	 “And	 there	 is	salvation	in	 no	 one	 else,	 for	there	 is	 no	 other	name	 under	
heaven	given	among	men	by	which	we	must	be	saved.”	
	
And	 Jesus	 offers	 life,	 true	 life,	 without	 partiality.	 It	 doesn’t	 depend	 on	 your	 skin	
color,	 your	 education,	 your	 goodness,	 or	 your	 ability.	 It’s	 a	 free	 gift	 to	 all	 who	
believe!		
	
The	gospel	rescues	everyone	who	believes	but	another	reason	to	not	be	ashamed	is	
that…	
	
Second,	the	Gospel	Reveals	the	Righteousness	of	God.	If	you	would	keep	reading	
through	 the	book	of	Romans	 you	would	discover	 that	Paul	 talks	 a	decent	 amount	
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about	 this	 very	 issue,	 the	 righteousness	 of	 God.	 This	 is	 a	 really	 important	 issue	
because	it	reveals	who	God	is,	what	God	does,	and	how	He	goes	about	doing	it.	
	
The	Righteousness	of	God	tells	us	of	His	character.	 It	 tells	us	that	He	is	a	 just	God,	
that	He	is	continually	consistent	and	holy	and	doesn’t	waver	from	day	to	day.	He	is	
one	that	loves	what	is	right	and	hates	what	is	wicked.	Because	God	is	righteous	He	
will	always	do	the	right	thing.	
	
It	 is	 the	 Righteousness	 of	 God	 that	 reaches	 out	 to	 rescue	 people.	 And	 it	 is	 the	
Righteousness	of	God	that	is	given	as	a	gift	to	the	believer,	which	places	the	believer	
in	a	right	relationship	with	God.	And	it	is	given	to	the	believer	completely	and	fully	
by	grace	alone.		
	
To	 come	 to	 the	 realization	 that	 there	 is	 no	way	 for	 an	 individual	 to	 come	 to	 God	
through	 their	 own	 merits	 or	 through	 their	 own	 efforts	 but	 that	 God	 reveals	 His	
righteousness	 and	 freely	 gives	 it	 through	 His	 Son	 Jesus	 is	 the	 greatest	 news	 one	
could	possibly	receive.		
This	is	an	area	where	I	would	encourage	you	to	dive	deeper	into	and	take	the	time	
to	study	on	your	own,	or	better	yet,	starting	next	week	start	coming	Sunday	School	
and	 sit	 in	 on	Bruce	 Fuller’s	 class.	We	don’t	 deserve	 the	 righteousness	 of	God,	 but	
God	is	one	rich	in	mercy	and	grace,	and	He	freely	gives	to	all	who	believe.		
	
That’s	something	not	to	be	ashamed	about!	Well,	there’s	one	more	reason	not	to	be	
ashamed.	
	
Third,	 the	 Gospel	 Revises	 the	 Way	 Live.	 The	 last	 phrase	 in	 verse	 17	 is	 “	“The	
righteous	 shall	 live	 by	 faith.”	 So	 why	 does	 that	 make	 us	 unashamed?	 Well,	 it’s	
because	we’re	now	 living	on	purpose.	God	has	 called	me	 to	 something	better	 and	
someone	greater.	Without	 the	 saving	knowledge	of	 the	gospel	 our	 life	 is	pointless	
and	we	only	have	this	moment	to	live	for.	When	life	gets	tough	and	is	not	going	the	
way	that	we	want	it	to,	we	can	continue	to	endure	and	move	forward	know	that	we	
re	living	for	the	glory	that	is	yet	to	come.		
	
We’re	making	 decisions	 not	 based	 upon	 our	 limited	 viewpoint	 but	 upon	wisdom	
that	 comes	 from	 above.	 We’re	 living	 by	 and	 for	 the	 desires	 of	 God.	 And	 it’s	 not	
always	going	to	be	easy	but	by	faith	we’re	living	for	the	hope	of	what’s	ahead.	

And	I	think	we	can	all	understand	that	there	are	plenty	of	days	on	this	earth	that	just	
don't	go	our	way.	Where	things	at	home	are	chaotic,	things	in	the	church	don't	seem	
to	be	running	very	smoothly,	where	there's	not	enough	money	in	the	bank	account.	
You	look	around	and	see	on	the	news	the	struggling	families	in	Houston	or	Iraq,	or	
you	get	a	phone	call	that	someone	you	know	is	struggling	or	is	dying...	Without	faith	
and	hope	of	eternity	and	of	Jesus	being	in	control	there	would	be	plenty	of	days	that	
would	be	almost	unbearable.	
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But	 the	 gospel	 takes	 our	 eyes	 are	 taken	 off	 from	 just	 the	 present	 moment	 and	
focuses	 our	 attention	 forward	 to	 give	 you	 the	 ability	 to	 live	 by	 faith.	 By	 faith	 you	
take	 God	 at	 His	 Word.	 You	 know	 that	 you	 can’t	 rescue	 yourself,	 so	 you	 humbly	
submit	to	Him	in	all	things.	

And	for	that,	I’m	unashamed	of	the	gospel.	I	want	to	live	a	life	that	has	the	gospel	at	
the	 center.	 I’m	 so	 thankful	 for	 the	 gospel	 as	 it	 calls	 me	 to	 live	 on	 purpose	 for	 a	
purpose.	 It	was	 all	 brought	 about	 by	 the	 death	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 and	we’re	 going	 to	
pause	today	to	take	some	time	to	be	reminded	of	that	around	the	communion	table.	
	
I’m	going	 to	 ask	 the	 elders	 to	 come	 forward,	 and	one	of	 our	 elders,	Alan	Skeen	 is	
going	to	lead	through	communion.	


