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I’ve	run	in	a	few	races	over	my	lifetime.	Nothing	all	that	big,	just	several	small	races	
here	and	there.	I	can	remember	when	I	first	played	around	with	the	idea	of	running	
a	race.	Laura	and	I	had	been	married	for	just	a	few	months	and	we	were	living	in	a	
small	 town	in	northeastern	Pennsylvania	and	the	town	hosted	an	annual	race	that	
coincided	with	the	town’s	annual	festival.	I	thought	this	would	be	a	great	way	for	me	
to	get	some	exercise.		
	
The	 race	had	 two	options;	you	could	 run	a	 two-mile	 race	or	you	could	 run	a	 five-
mile	race.	The	first	year	I	decided	that	two	miles	is	enough.	I’m	no	marathon	runner.	
But	I	 looked	at	it	something	that	could	be	a	lot	of	fun.	Something	where	I	could	go	
out	and	compete.	And	I’ll	say,	I	started	out	really	well!	The	starting	gun	sounded	and	
took	off.	And	the	thought	that	was	playing	in	my	head	was	“No	way	is	this	guy	next	
to	me	going	to	beat	me	to	that	first	turn!”	I’m	going	to	win	this	thing.		
	
Well,	we	get	to	the	first	turn	and	the	guy	next	to	me	doesn’t	slow	down.	Apparently	
he	still	has	some	energy	left	in	the	tank,	me	on	the	other	hand,	I’m	already	starting	
to	feel	the	affects	of	the	fast	start	after	a	couple	hundred	yards.	I’m	hurting!	I	started	
really	well,	however	it	wasn’t	a	pace	I	could	keep	for	the	whole	race	(and	thankfully,	
it	was	only	two	miles).	But	any	seasoned	runner	will	tell	you	that	it’s	not	just	about	
starting	well,	what	you	really	want	to	do	is	end	well.	You	want	to	start	strong,	but	in	
a	race	it’s	probably	even	more	important	to	Finish	Strong.		
	
After	that	race	I	determined	that	the	following	year	I	would	come	back	and	be	more	
prepared.	I	would	start	strong	and	I	would	finish	strong.	And	that	I	wouldn’t	just	do	
the	 two-mile	 race	again,	 I	would	prepare	even	harder	and	 run	 that	 five-mile	 race.	
And	 I’ll	 tell	you	how	that	 turned	out	when	we	get	 toward	 the	end	of	our	message	
toward.		
	
But	I	want	to	think	about	that	idea	of	finishing	strong.	Because	we’re	looking	in	the	
book	 of	 Joshua	 today	 and	 we	 see	 them	 start	 to	 slow	 down	 as	 they	 are	 heading	
towards	the	finish	line	of	taking	possession	of	the	Promise	Land.	God’s	people,	the	
Israelites,	have	been	given	a	large	portion	of	land;	they	simply	have	to	go	take	it.		
	
Think	 of	 the	 Israelites	 taking	 possession	 of	 the	 Promise	 Land	 like	 one	 running	 a	
marathon.	 Their	 starting	 line	 was	 the	 Jordan	 River	 and	 they	 start	 off	 really	 well.	
They	go	on	 from	there	 to	conquer	 Jericho.	After	 leaving	 Jericho	 they	 take	 the	next	
turn	and	stumble	a	 little	bit	as	 they	 try	 to	conquer	a	city	called	Ai,	 they	gain	 their	
footing	but	then	get	tripped	again	by	a	group	of	people	in	Gibeon.	The	race	is	off	to	
somewhat	of	an	OK	start…	but	from	there	they	really	start	to	hit	their	stride.	
	
You	read	Joshua	10,	11,	and	12	where	Israel	defeats	one	region	after	another.	And	
you	can	see	that	they’re	having	a	really	strong	race.	And	much	of	the	land	has	been	
conquered	as	we	get	to	Joshua	13,	but	the	question	then	becomes,	are	they	going	to	
finish	strong?	Are	they	going	to	follow	through	with	all	of	 the	commands	the	Lord	
has	 given	 them	 to	 drive	 out	 the	 people	 who	 are	 currently	 living	 in	 the	 Promise	
Land?		
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This	 is	 where	 I	 want	 you	 to	 pick	 up	 your	 Bibles	 and	 follow	 along	 as	 we	 read	 in	
Joshua	13.	
	
Read	Joshua	13:1-7	
	
The	 book	 of	 Joshua	 can	 be	 divided	 up	 into	 several	 sections.	 In	 chapters	 1-4	 we	
followed	along	as	the	Israelites	entered	into	the	Promise	Land.	In	chapters	5-12	we	
observed	the	nation	of	Israel	conquering	the	land.	And	as	we	get	to	chapter	13	we	
witness	the	Israelites	beginning	to	occupy	this	land	that	the	Lord	has	promised	them	
centuries	 ago.	What	 I’m	 going	 to	 do	 this	morning	 is	 I’m	 going	 summarize	 a	 large	
portion	 of	 this	 book.	 For	 if	 you	were	 to	 read	 Joshua	 13,	 14,	 15,	 16,	 17,	what	 you	
would	find	is	the	Israelites	dividing	up	the	land.	
	
There	are	twelve	tribes	within	the	nation	of	Israel	and	within	those	tribes	there	are	
a	number	of	clans	and	families.	Each	of	those	groups	will	receive	a	piece	of	property	
that	 they	 can	 call	 their	 own.	 These	 chapters	 go	 into	 great	 detail	 to	 show	 the	
Israelites	taking	possession	of	the	land	that	God	had	promised	them.		
	
And	I	think	within	these	chapters	are	some	fairly	important	elements	and	principles	
for	us	all	to	think	through.	But	let’s	be	honest,	these	chapters	that	we	have	in	front	of	
us	this	morning	are	not	the	easiest	chapters	to	read	from	the	very	beginning	to	the	
very	 end.	 There	 are	 some	 chapters	 within	 God’s	 Word	 that	 you’re	 hanging	 onto	
every	single	syllable	because	as	you	read	it	you	are	seeing	how	rich	it	is	and	good	it	
is.	There	are	chapters	 in	your	Bible	 that	every	word	 is	revealing	to	you	how	great	
our	God	and	exposing	you	to	your	need	 for	Him	and	how	you	can	 live	a	 life	 that’s	
pleasing	to	our	amazing	God.	There	are	chapters	like	that	within	God’s	Word.		
	
But	my	guess	is	that	many	of	us	don’t	look	at	Joshua	13,	14,	15,	16,	and	17	like	that.	
Many	of	us	probably	as	we	read	through	this	on	our	own	begin	to	skim	read	through	
sections	like	this.		
	
To	see	an	example	of	 these	chapters	 look	with	me	 for	 just	a	moment	at	 Joshua	13	
and	let’s	start	reading	at	verse	8	
	
Read	Joshua	13:8-11	
	
We	 look	at	 sections	 like	 that	and	can	go,	Yes,	they’re	on	their	way	through	Promise	
Land,	taking	possession	of	what	God	has	given	them.	But	because	there	are	so	many	
unfamiliar	names	and	locations	that	we	look	at	our	Bible	and	see	descriptions	like	
this	 where,	Moses	 gave	 an	 inheritance	 to	 tribe	 so	 and	 so	 according	 to	 their	 clan	 of	
such	and	such,	and	their	territory	extended	to	a	certain	point.		
	
You’re	not	 familiar	with	 the	names	 and	places.	You	 read	names	 that	 you’ve	never	
heard	of	before	that	and	places	that	you	can	barely	pronounce.	You	keep	on	reading	
and	it	repeats	again	only	with	different	names	and	different	places.		
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After	a	couple	of	paragraphs	like	that	many	us	typically	start	skipping	paragraphs	to	
get	 the,	 quote-unquote,	 important	parts.	 I	 understand	 that.	 If	 you’ve	been	with	us	
through	all	of	Joshua	or	you	study	it	on	your	own,	you	were	probably	tuned	in	and	
engaged	 as	 you	 read	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 book	 as	 you	 observed	 the	 Israelites	
crossing	 of	 the	 Jordan	 River,	 you	 stayed	 focused	 during	 the	 battle	 of	 Jericho,	 you	
were	 amazed	 as	 you	 saw	 in	 chapter	 10	 the	 hailstones	 falling	 from	 the	 sky	 in	
Gibeon…		
	
…but	 you	 get	 to	 this	 section	 were	 the	 land	 is	 divided	 up	 and	 you	 really	 don’t	
recognize	all	the	different	people	groups,	you’re	struggling	to	say	their	names	and	it	
just	seems	repetitive	and	not	something	you	can	apply	to	your	own	life.	So	instead	of	
plodding	through	each	word	and	each	paragraph	you	jump	ahead.	You	start	to	look	
for	the	sections	that	have	a	little	more	activity.		
	
Like	I	said,	I	get	it.	Because	at	the	very	beginning	of	the	week	when	started	to	read	
these	chapters,	I	had	one	of	those	moments	where	I	was	going	“oh	no…	what	am	I	
going	 to	 say	here?”	Preaching	can	sometimes	 feel	 like	 summiting	a	mountain.	You	
get	the	top	of	the	mountain	and	deliver	the	message	that	God	has	given	you	through	
His	Word	and	the	next	day	your	back	at	 the	bottom	attempting	to	climb	up	to	 the	
summit	 once	 again.	 So	 there	 I	 was	 on	Monday	morning	 and	 I’m	 looking	 at	 these	
chapters	and	I’m	asking	the	Lord	how	am	I	going	to	climb	to	the	top	of	this	one?	
	
After	 some	 prayer	 and	 some	 further	 studying	 and	 reading,	 one	 commentator	
encouraged	me	to	look	at	these	chapters	from	a	different	perspective.	Like,	what	if	
we	 were	 to	 look	 at	 these	 chapters	 not	 from	 our	 perspective	 in	 2017	 but	 from	
perspective	of	the	Israelites?	And	that’s	just	a	good	rule	in	general	when	it	comes	to	
studying	 your	 Bible.	 Don’t	 first	 look	 at	 it	 from	 your	 perspective,	 but	 seek	 to	
understand	who	it	was	originally	written	to.		
	
And	 this	was	written	 for	 the	nation	of	 Israel.	 That	 seems	obvious	 to	me	now,	but	
being	reminded	of	the	obvious	can	be	really	helpful	sometimes.	For	it’s	easy	to	get	
lost	in	the	detail	when	we	look	at	the	Bible,	and	this	section	in	Joshua	in	particular.	
But,	if	we	were	to	see	the	distribution	of	the	Promise	Land	through	the	perspective	
of	the	Israelites,	my	guess,	is	that	we	would	see	it	quite	differently.	For	this	is	their	
inheritance	from	the	Lord.		
	
I	 think	 we	 all	 know	 what	 an	 inheritance	 is	 too,	 where	 you	 receive	 something	 of	
value.		And	if	you	went	to	a	lawyer’s	office	and	sat	down	to	hear	the	reading	of	your	
inheritance,	I’m	pretty	confident	that	you	would	pay	close	attention	to	every	word	
within	that	will.	Not	simply	for	the	sake	that	you’re	receiving	something	but	it’s	an	
inheritance	that	is	coming	from	someone	you	deeply	love	and	each	item	that	is	listed	
is	meaningful.	Each	individual	that	is	named	within	that	will,	within	the	listing	of	the	
inheritance	is	significant.	It’s	all	important	because	it’s	all	personal.		
	
While	we	 read	 Joshua	13	and	 find	difficulty	with	 it	 as	we	 see	names	and	places,	 I	
believe	that	the	Israelites	would	read	through	this	with	great	delight.	We	look	at	this	
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and	simply	see	a	list	of	unknown	people	and	unknown	places.	But	an	Israelite,	they	
looked	at	this	and	saw	their	inheritance.	They	looked	at	this	and	saw	their	aunts	and	
uncles,	 grandpa’s	 and	 grandma’s,	 cousins	 and	 friends	 receiving	 a	 possession	 from	
God	Himself.	And	there’s	nothing	boring	and	uninteresting	about	that.		
	
They	 are	 getting	 a	 glimpse	 of	 God’s	 promises	 coming	 to	 life.	 The	 Lord	 God	 had	
appeared	to	Abraham	back	in	the	book	Genesis	and	made	a	promise.	He	said	Genesis	
12:7,		
	

“To	your	offspring	I	will	give	this	land.”	
	

And	we	get	 to	observe	 in	 these	 chapters	 the	 fulfillment	of	 that	promise.	 It’s	 not	 a	
promise	that	was	given	in	theory	or	is	described	in	vague	terms.	The	Lord	had	made	
a	commitment	to	Abraham	that	every	one	of	his	descendants	will	receive	a	portion	
of	 the	 land	 of	 Canaan.	 The	 Lord	 continues	 to	 communicate	 to	 Joshua	 that	 the	
Promise	Land	would	be	handed	over	to	them,	not	by	their	own	strength	but	through	
the	power	of	the	Lord.	
	
The	Lord	Himself	will	drive	 the	Canaanites	out	 from	the	 land	before	 the	people	of	
Israel.	Joshua	13-17chapters	goes	on	record	to	give	a	testimony	to	the	faithfulness	of	
our	God.		
	
(PAUSE)	
	
But	if	you	were	to	read	through	here,	what	you	would	also	find	is	that	is	that	it	gives	
a	testimony	of	the	Israelites	lack	in	faithfulness	to	finish	strong.	The	Lord	has	given	
them	 so	much.	 They	 have	 had	 so	much	 victory.	 But	 they	 get	 towards	 the	 end	 of	
completely	conquering	the	Promise	Land	and	they	start	to	let	and	show	you	that	in	
four	different	spots.		
	
Read	Joshua	13:13	
	
It’s	not	always	good	news	when	 in	 the	middle	of	 talking	about	victory	you	start	a	
sentence	with	the	word	“yet.”	The	word	“yet”	at	the	beginning	of	a	sentence	is	telling	
us	that	something	contradictory	is	happening	here.		
	
Think	 about	 telling	 your	wife	 that	 you	 got	 a	 raise	 at	work	 last	month.	 Yet	 it	 still	
hasn’t	shown	up	in	your	paycheck.	Or,	I’m	so	hungry	for	lunch.	Yet	there’s	nothing	to	
eat	 in	 the	 cupboards	 or	 refrigerator.	 Or,	 the	 military	 has	 had	 so	 many	 amazing	
victories.	Yet	they	were	unable	to	finish	the	job.		
	
Israel	has	had	so	many	amazing	victories	over	the	past	several	weeks	and	months,	
but	 they	 get	 to	 this	 group	 of	 people	 and	 they	 start	 to	 let	 their	 guard.	 Instead	 of	
conquering	them	as	the	Lord	had	commanded,	they	simply	said	this	is	good	enough.	
We’ve	done	most	of	the	job.		
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And	would	be	one	thing	to	say	that	this	was	the	only	time,	but	it’s	not.		
	
Read	Joshua	15:63	
	
You	see	this	long	list	prior	to	verse	63	that	details	a	lot	victories	for	Israel.	They’re	
defeating	nations	 left	 and	 right,	 but	 they	get	 to	 the	 Jebusites	 and	 can’t	win?	Guys,	
that	makes	no	sense!	
	
The	 Lord	 has	 literally	 brought	walls	 crashing	 to	 the	 ground	 so	 that	 the	 Israelites	
could	 have	 victory.	 He	 has	 thrown	 hailstones	 from	 heaven.	 He	 has	made	 the	 sun	
stand	in	its	place.	He	has	done	all	of	that	so	that	Israel	could	have	complete	victory.	
But	we	get	here	to	verse	63	and	we’re	told,	the	people	of	Judah,	which	was	one	the	
tribes	in	Israel,	they	“could	not	drive	out”	the	Jebusites?		
	
I	really	question	that!	That’s	like	me	saying	I	can’t	start	my	day	without	coffee.	Now	
do	I	enjoy	a	good	cup	of	coffee	in	the	morning?	Yes.	Would	it	make	my	day	a	 little	
harder	if	I	didn’t	have	it?	Possibly.	But	could	I	actually	go	an	entire	day	without	it?	
Yes!	In	fact,	 I	didn’t	start	drinking	coffee	until	I	was	in	my	late	20’s.	I	went	a	lot	of	
mornings	without.	 I	was	even	ridiculed	for	 it.	 It’s	still	burned	into	my	memory	the	
day	my	father-in-law	called	me	unsophisticated	because	I	didn’t	drink	coffee.	I	woke	
up	for	years	without	it.		
	
I	 KNOW	 I	 can	 start	 my	 day	 without	 that	 cup	 of	 caffeine.	 It	 is	 possible.	 But	 I	
eventually	came	to	a	point	that	I	didn’t	want	to.		
	
And	I	think	that’s	what	happened	here	verse	63	where	they	bought	into	the	lie	that	
they	 couldn’t	 have	 total	 victory.	 They	 told	 themselves	 that	 it’s	 too	 much.	 They	
believed	that	they	couldn’t	do	it.	They	settled	with	the	Jebusites	living	among	them.	
They	didn’t	finish	strong	by	completely	driving	the	Jebusites	out.		
	
And	I	wish	I	could	say	that	this	was	the	last	time	they	failed	to	completely	drive	out	
the	inhabitants	of	the	Promise	Land.	But	it’s	not,	they	do	it	two	more	in	the	coming	
chapters	and	I	would	like	to	read	those	to	you	quickly.	
	
Read	Joshua	16:10	
	
Read	Joshua	17:12-13	
	
Not	once,	but	four	times	we	see	the	Israelites	carelessness	in	fulfilling	the	desires	of	
the	Lord.	The	Lord	had	made	it	clear	that	the	Israelites	were	to	completely	drive	out	
and	destroy	 those	 living	within	 the	 land	of	Canaan.	The	 Israelites	were	 to	be	 fully	
devoted	 to	 the	 Lord,	 not	 make	 compromises	 along	 the	 way	 and	 to	 finish	 just	 as	
strong	as	they	started.	
	
But	they	didn’t.	And	the	compromises	that	we	see	here	in	the	book	of	Joshua	spills	
over	 into	 the	 following	 book,	 the	 book	 of	 Judges	 where	 the	 Israelites	 aren’t	 just	
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letting	 up	 on	 the	 commandments	 of	 God,	 they	 completely	 abandon	 them.	 And	 as	
they	disengage	from	the	commands,	they	completely	abandon	the	Lord.		
	
So	much	of	 the	book	of	 Joshua	goes	 into	detail	about	 the	 Israelites	gaining	victory	
and	having	success	over	 their	enemies.	You	could	say	 that	 for	 the	vast	majority	of	
their	race	through	the	Promise	Land,	they	were	running	really	well.	But	as	they	start	
to	approach	the	finish	line	of	total	victory,	they	ease	up	on	their	opponents.	And,	you	
know	 it’s	 one	 thing	 to	 invade	 and	 conquer	 a	 territory,	 it’s	 a	 completely	 different	
story	to	persevere	for	a	long	period	of	time	and	to	conquer	an	entire	region.		
	
I	think	many	of	us	can	testify	to	that.	Although	it	can	be	hard	to	start	something	new	
sometimes,	my	 guess	 is	 that	we	 have	 all	 started	 something	 and	 failed	 to	 finish	 it.	
How	many	 of	 you	 have	 started	 a	 book	 and	 only	made	 it	 half	 way	 through?	 How	
many	projects	have	you	begun	at	your	house	that	you’ve	only	made	it	to	about	90%?	
It’s	mostly	done,	but	not	quite	complete	yet.	How	many	of	us	have	set	New	Year’s	
Resolutions	and	only	make	it	about	a	month	or	two	before	we’ve	given	up	on	those	
goals?	
	
I	saw	a	statistic	that	said	that	about	92%	of	New	Years	Resolutions	fail.	92%	of	the	
goals	that	people	set	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	don’t	pan	out.	Why	is	that?	Well,	
it’s	exciting	 to	start	 something	new.	You	come	 into	a	new	 idea,	or	a	new	situation	
with	a	fresh	perspective	and	overflowing	with	energy	and	you’re	ready	to	conquer	
whatever	obstacle	is	in	your	path.		
	
You	 start	 a	new	 job	and	you	have	a	desire	 to	honor	 the	Lord	 in	 the	way	 that	 you	
conduct	 yourself.	 So	 you	 work	 hard.	 You	 take	 moments	 to	 speak	 of	 your	 Savior	
when	 the	 Lord	 opens	 up	 those	 opportunities.	 You’re	 diligent	 to	 get	 there	 on	 time	
and	not	waste	your	 time	because	you’re	 aware	 that	 you’re	ultimately	working	 for	
the	Lord	anyway.	(PAUSE)	But	time	wears	on.	You	get	comfortable.	You	were	filled	
with	 purpose	 to	 honor	 the	 Lord	 when	 you	 started…	 but	 as	 the	 months,	 and	 the	
years,	and	the	decades	have	worn	on,	you’ve	started	to	let	up.	You	think	to	yourself	
no	 one	 is	 paying	 attention	 anyways	 so	 you	 let	 up	 and	 start	 making	 a	 few	
compromises	here	and	there.		
	
That’s	a	very	real	scenario	that	can	be	played	out	in	lots	of	situations.	We	can	do	it	in	
our	jobs.	We	can	do	it	in	our	marriages.	We	can	do	it	in	raising	our	kids.	We	can	do	it	
serving	 within	 the	 church.	 There	 are	 countless	 situations	 where	 we	 can	 start	 off	
really	strong	but	as	we	time	wears	on	we	start	to	let	up.	Our	desires	start	to	fade	and	
if	 we’re	 not	 careful	 we	 start	 to	 make	 compromises	 where	 we	 should	 have	 been	
standing	strong.		
	
So	I	want	to	encourage	you	to	finish	strong.	You’ve	got	this	one	life	to	live	before	you	
step	into	eternity.		
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I	 want	 to	 share	 with	 you	 an	 illustration	 to	 help	 lock	 this	 in	 your	 mind.	 It’s	 an	
illustration	that	I’m	borrowing	from	a	guy	by	the	name	of	Francis	Chan,	but	I	think	
it’s	really	good.		
	
Imagine	this	rope	goes	on	forever.	Now	imagine	that	this	rope	is	a	timeline	of	your	
existence.	 And	 it	 just	 goes	 on	 forever.	 But	 you	 see	 this	 red	 part?	 This	 would	
represent	 your	 time	on	 this	 earth.	 You’ve	 got	 a	 few	 short	 years	 on	 this	 earth	 and	
then	you’ve	got	all	of	eternity	somewhere	else.	And	what	saddens	me	is	how	often	
many	of	 us	 put	 so	much	 focus	 on	 this	 red	part.	 Some	of	 you,	 that	 is	 all	 you	 think	
about.	And	you	may	be	working	hard	right	now,	but	you’re	working	hard	this	little	
part	right	here.		
	
You’re	working	hard	and	saving	a	lot	so	that	you	can	really	enjoy	this	section	right	in	
here.	 Don’t	 be	 confused	 about	 where	 the	 finish	 line	 is.	 The	 finish	 line	 isn’t	 a	
graduation	stage	with	a	diploma	in	your	hand.	The	finish	line	isn’t	when	your	kids	
move	out	 of	 the	house.	The	 finish	 line	 isn’t	when	you	pay	off	 your	mortgage.	The	
finish	line	isn’t	when	reach	retirement.	All	of	those	things	are	great	things.	We	can	
celebrate	each	one	of	those	things.	But	do	not	be	mistaken	the	finish	line	is	when	we	
are	standing	at	the	feet	of	Jesus.		
	
Run	hard	until	you	see	Him	face	to	face.	And	running	hard	at	20	years	old	is	going	to	
look	different	than	running	hard	at	90	years	old.	I	get	that.	Joshua	13	tells	of	Joshua	
himself	 not	 being	 able	 to	 carry	 on	 at	 the	 same	pace	 as	 he	 advanced	 in	 years.	 But	
regardless	of	how	old	you	are,	never	compromise.	Never	make	excuses	for	fulfilling	
the	desires	of	our	Lord.	For	we	are	not	just	living	for	this	moment,	frozen	in	this	red	
line	right	here,	we	are	living	for	eternity.	And	we	want	to	come	to	the	end	of	our	life	
not	limping	across	the	finish	but	finishing	in	such	a	way	that	we	hear	from	our	Lord,	
“Well	done,	good	and	faithful	servant.”	
	
So	what	is	a	key	component	to	finishing	strong?	If	you	could	narrow	it	down	to	one	
word,	 what	 would	 you	 say?	 I	 would	 have	 to	 say	 endurance.	 You	 start	 just	 about	
anything	 really	 well.	 But	 if	 you’re	 going	 to	 finish	 strong	 you’re	 going	 to	 need	
endurance.		
	
I	 told	you	at	the	beginning	of	this	message	that	I	had	planned	to	run	a	5-mile	race	
the	following	year	after	not	 finishing	well	 in	the	2-mile	race.	Leading	up	to	that	5-
mile	I	actually	went	out	and	did	some	running.	In	fact	I	did	a	lot	of	running.	I’d	get	up	
at	4am	and	go	to	work,	come	home	after	a	10	hour	shift,	to	put	my	running	shoes	on	
and	 hit	 the	 trails.	 I	 would	 go	 running	 after	 work.	 I	 would	 go	 running	 on	 the	
weekends.	I	was	bound	and	determined	to	start	well	and	finish	well.		
	
On	the	day	of	the	race	they	lined	the	5-mile	races	right	alongside	of	the	2-mile	racers	
and	 a	 certain	 portion	 of	 the	 course	we	would	 split	 off,	 5-milers	 to	 the	 left	 and	 2-
milers	to	the	right.	And	each	group	would	run	their	portion	of	the	race	and	conclude	
at	the	same	finish	line.	And	the	finish	was	no	joke.	It	was	horrible.	You	had	to	climb	
this	really	steep	hill	before	finishing	your	race.		
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And	my	wife	 tells	me	 it	was	 very	 interesting	 to	watch	 the	 2-milers	 approach	 the	
finish	line	compared	to	the	5-milers.	One	group	walked	up	the	hill.	One	group	would	
come	around	the	corner,	see	that	hill,	and	go	I’ve	got	no	energy	for	that,	and	proceed	
up	that	incline	slowly.	But	the	other	group,	everyone	one	in	that	other	group,	looked	
at	that	hill,	put	their	head	down,	pumped	their	arms,	pumped	their	legs	and	gave	it	
everything	they	got	to	finish.		
	
Can	you	guess	what	group	 it	was?	 It	was	the	 five-mile	group.	 It	was	the	ones	who	
had	 run	 further	 but	 had	 the	 endurance	not	 to	 give	up	until	 they	were	 completely	
finished.		
	
And	 Cornerstone,	we	 need	 to	 be	 that	 type	 of	 church.	We	 need	 to	 be	 that	 type	 of	
people	where	we	don’t	 let	up	no	matter	how	many	victories	we’ve	had,	no	matter	
how	 hard	 it	 gets,	 no	matter	 mundane	 it	 becomes.	We	 start	 strong	 and	 we	 finish	
strong,	and	all	along	the	way	we	set	our	focus	on	Jesus,	for	that	is	where	the	finish	
line	is	at.	
	
So	Cornerstone,		
	

Let	us	run	with	endurance	the	race	that	is	set	before	us,	looking	to	Jesus,	the	
founder	and	perfecter	of	our	faith,	who	for	the	joy	that	was	set	before	him	
endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	
throne	of	God.	

	
	


