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No	one	likes	to	be	deceived.	It’s	not	a	high	compliment	for	you	to	be	called	gullible,	
naïve,	 or	 easily	 fooled.	But…	 I	 think	 to	 a	 certain	degree	many	of	 us	 like	being	 the	
deceiver.	We	like	being	the	one	who	can	pull	off	an	epic	prank,	who	can	pull	a	fast	
one	on	a	friend	or	even	a	group	of	kids.		
	
For	 instance,	 when	 I	 was	 younger,	 all	 of	 the	 dads	 and	 boys	 of	 our	 church	 were	
invited	to	go	on	an	overnight	camping	trip.	We	arrived	at	the	campsite,	set	up	our	
tents,	had	dinner,	 and	once	 it	 got	dark	a	 couple	dads	 said,	 “Hey	we	should	go	out	
hunting	 in	 the	 woods.”	 Does	 anyone	 know	 what	 they	 suggested	 we	 hunt	 for?	
(PAUSE).	They	said	we	should	go	hunting	for	snipe.	There	is	no	such	thing	as	snipe.		
	
Us	younger	kids	were	led	to	believe	that	if	we	just	held	this	bag	low	to	the	ground	
this	small	animal	would	be	startled	and	run	right	into.	In	reality,	it	was	a	prank	for	
dads	to	bring	their	kids	into	the	middle	of	the	woods	and	scare	them	half	to	death.	It	
was	 fantastic!	 When	 friends	 and	 family	 set	 out	 to	 have	 fun	 with	 one	 another,	
trickery	isn’t	that	big	of	a	deal	as	long	as	both	sides	are	actually	enjoying	it.		
	
But	there	are	other	types	of	deception	that	can	have	lasting	affects.	We	cannot	and	
must	not	blindly	trust	anyone	and	everything	that	we	hear	or	see.	That	is	why	as	you	
study	your	Bible	you	will	see	a	warning	to	the	Christian	to	remain	watchful	as	you	
live	 your	 life.	 Perhaps	 the	 strongest	 warning	 is	 found	 in	 1	 Peter	 5:8	 where	 the	
Apostle	Peter	tells	us		
	

Be	sober-minded	(to	think	clearly);	be	watchful.	Your	adversary	the	devil	
prowls	around	like	a	roaring	lion,	seeking	someone	to	devour.	

	
Deception	is	all	over	the	place	and	falling	victim	to	it	can	have	severe	consequences.	
That	is	exactly	what	we’re	going	to	see	as	we	study	Joshua	9	this	morning.		
	
In	this	chapter,	Joshua	and	the	Israelites	get	the	wool	pulled	over	their	eyes	and	they	
are	deceived	by	a	group	of	people	called	the	Gibeons.	It’s	not	Joshua’s	finest	moment	
as	you	will	see	that	he	let’s	his	guard	down	and	doesn’t	seek	the	council	of	God.		
	
As	you’re	turning	there,	let	me	recap	where	we’ve	been	so	far	in	the	book	of	Joshua.	
The	Israelites	are	already	in	the	land	that	God	had	promised	to	give	to	them	as	an	
inheritance.	It’s	the	land	of	Canaan.	But	the	land	is	not	unoccupied,	it’s	still	inhabited	
by	 the	Canaanite	people	and	 they	need	 to	be	driven	out.	So	 far	 the	 Israelites	have	
been	involved	in	three	battles;	the	first	one	at	the	city	of	Jericho	where	God	brought	
the	walls	of	that	great	city	crumbling	down.	And	then	the	next	two	battles	took	place	
at	the	city	of	Ai.	
	
It	took	two	battles	there	because	if	you	recall	Joshua	7,	Israel	was	defeated	in	their	
first	attempt	due	to	the	sin	of	a	man	by	the	name	of	Achan.	Once	Joshua	was	made	
aware	of	that	sin	and	carried	out	the	discipline	of	that	sin,	Israel	was	able	to	come	
back	to	the	city	of	Ai	and	have	victory.	From	there,	Joshua	and	all	of	Israel	pause	to	
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focus	intensely	on	the	Lord.	They	build	an	alter,	offered	burnt	sacrifices	to	the	Lord,	
and	they	read	the	law	(which	was	the	only	scripture	that	they	had	at	the	time).		
	
And	that	brings	us	 to	 Joshua	9,	and	we’re	going	 to	cover	 the	whole	chapter	 today.	
The	chapter	doesn’t	begin	with	the	deception,	we’ll	see	that	the	deception	begins	in	
verse	3.	But	the	chapter	opens	up	by	showing	us	a	large	group	of	leaders	that	dwell	
within	the	land	of	Canaan	gathering	their	troops	to	fight	against	Israel.	They	know	
what	happened	in	Jericho,	they	know	what	happened	in	Ai,	and	instead	of	passively	
waiting	for	Israel	to	come	to	them,	they’re	going	to	be	aggressive	and	bring	the	fight	
to	Israel.	They	believe	there’s	strength	in	numbers,	so	why	go	up	against	Israel	alone	
when	they’re	all	going	to	be	under	attack	eventually?	
	
So	 you	 see	 them	 gathering	 together	 in	 the	 first	 couple	 of	 verses.	 Let’s	 read	 them	
together:	
	
Read	Joshua	9:1-2	
	
Everyone	 in	 this	 region	 is	 terrified	 and	 that’s	 not	 a	new	 storyline.	 Ever	 since	God	
parted	the	Red	Sea	for	the	Israelites	as	they	escaped	slavery	in	Egypt,	surrounding	
nations	 have	 been	 afraid.	 Then	 when	 God	 parted	 the	 Jordan	 River	 enabling	 the	
Israelites	 to	 cross	 into	 the	 Promise	 Land,	 specifically	 the	 people	 that	 lived	within	
that	area,	their	hearts	melted.	Any	amount	of	confidence	that	they	had	in	themselves	
to	defend	their	hometowns,	it	all	washed	away	as	they	witnessed	a	nation	that	had	
the	Almighty	God	on	their	side.		
	
Jericho,	 the	 first	 city	 to	 be	 conquered,	 they	 were	 paralyzed	 with	 fear	 and	 they	
allowed	the	Israelites	to	bring	the	battle	to	them.	And	then	second	city,	Ai,	they	also	
allow	Israel	to	bring	the	battle	to	them.		Well,	everyone	in	the	whole	area	is	starting	
hear	about	this	and	they	know	they	can’t	just	wait	around	to	be	defeated.	The	odds	
will	be	a	lot	more	in	their	favor	if	they	team	than	if	they	try	to	go	it	alone.	So	that’s	
exactly	what	they	do.		
	
One	 commentator	 that	 I	was	 reading	 from	 this	past	week	 suggested	 that	 the	only	
reason	that	the	Hittites,	the	Amorites,	the	Canaanites,	and	so	on…	were	emboldened	
to	 fight	was	because	 they	saw,	 in	 that	second	battle,	 that	 Israel	could	be	defeated.	
And	 thought	 is,	 if	 Achan	 hadn’t	 sinned,	 Israel	 would	 have	 never	 lost,	 every	 city	
would	 have	 remained	 frozen	 in	 fear,	 and	 Israel	would	 have	marched	 through	 the	
Promise	Land	conquering	city	after	city	with	relative	ease.	I	think	that’s	a	little	bit	of	
a	stretch.	I	think	that	it’s	more	likely	that	after	observing	neighboring	cities	fail,	you	
start	thinking	to	yourself,	I’ve	got	to	do	something.	What	they	did,	did	not	work.	Let’s	
try	 something	 else!	 I’m	 going	 to	 go	 to	 my	 neighboring	 city	 and	 see	 if	 they	 want	
partner	together	on	this.		
	
But	 what	 these	 leaders	 are	 going	 to	 eventually	 find	 out	 is	 that	 their	 efforts	 are	
worthless.	They’re	not	just	going	up	against	Israel.	They’re	going	up	against	God,	the	



	 3	

Creator	of	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	It’s	a	battle	they	cannot	win.	Let	me	show	you	
Psalm	2	(1-5)	where	it	says,	
	
	
	
	

Why	do	the	nations	rage	and	the	peoples	plot	in	vain?	The	kings	of	the	earth	set	
themselves,	and	the	rulers	take	counsel	together,	against	the	LORD	and	against	
his	Anointed,	saying,	“Let	us	burst	their	bonds	apart	and	cast	away	their	cords	
from	us.”	
	

He	who	sits	in	the	heavens	laughs;	the	Lord	holds	them	in	derision.	Then	he	will	
speak	to	them	in	his	wrath,	and	terrify	them	in	his	fury.	
	

This	 gathered	 group	 of	 people,	 their	 strength,	 their	 resourcefulness,	 their	
determination,	does	not	stand	a	chance	against	the	Almighty	God.	And	in	the	coming	
weeks,	if	you’re	able	to	be	here	as	we	continue	on	through	the	book	of	Joshua,	you	
will	see	them	defeated.	And	I	say	in	the	coming	weeks	because	what	happens	next	
has	nothing	to	do	with	the	groups	listed	above.	While	an	entire	region	is	gathering	
together	to	 fight	against	 Israel	a	small	portion	of	people	that	 live	 in	an	area	called	
Gibeon	are	planning	a	completely	different	approach.			
	
I’m	not	sure	if	Gibeon	just	didn’t	receive	an	invitation	to	go	fight	with	everyone	else	
or	if	they	simply	just	wanted	to	go	their	own	way.	Because	their	plan	is	not	to	pick	
up	a	sword	and	go	pick	a	fight	with	the	nation	of	Israel,	their	aim	is	to	deceive	the	
Israelites.	They	devise	a	risky	plan,	and	if	it	goes	wrong,	they’ll	definitely	be	put	to	
death.	But	they	already	know	that	they’re	back	is	already	against	the	wall	and	they	
don’t	see	a	whole	lot	of	choices	so	they	take	a	chance	and	set	out	to	deceive	Joshua	
and	the	nation	of	Israel.	
	
Read	Joshua	9:3-15	
	
It’s	 hard	not	 to	 look	 at	 the	Gibeonites	 and	 go,	 “Wow,	 that’s	 a	 pretty	 gutsy	move!”	
They	were	 located	 in	a	mountain	stronghold	 in	Canaan	and	were	more	than	 likely	
the	next	city	 that	was	 in	 the	path	of	 the	 incoming	army	of	 Israel.	They	knew	what	
took	place	in	Jericho	and	in	Ai,	and	that	no	one	made	it	out	alive	from	those	cities.	
So,	being	 frightened,	 they	sought	 to	play	a	 trick	on	the	 Israelites	after	coming	to	a	
conclusion	that	their	own	military	force	wasn’t	strong	enough.		
	
They	went	to	their	closets	to	look	for	clothes	and	sandals	that	had	worn-out	years	
before	but	were	still	just	lying	around	the	house.	They	went	to	their	storage	bins	or	
to	 their	 sheds	and	dug	out	bags	 that	were	 falling	apart	 and	wine	 skins	 that	 really	
didn’t	hold	 the	wine	anymore	but	could	be	used	 in	 this	elaborate	 trick.	 It	 reminds	



	 4	

me	of	an	old	TV	show	that	I	watched	growing.	If	anyone	remembers	the	A-team	(not	
the	movie	but	the	TV	show	from	the	80’s)	with	Mr.	T,	Hannibal,	Murdock,	and	Face;	
where	 they	would	 get	 in	 these	 impossible	 situations	 and	within	 a	 short	 period	 of	
time	 they’d	come	up	with	a	detailed	plan	 to	make	an	escape.	And	 I	 love	 it	when	a	
plan	comes	together.		
	
And	 for	 the	 Gibeon’s,	 they’re	 plan	 worked	 perfectly.	 They	 put	 on	 disguises	 to	
convince	the	Israelites	that	they	had	come	from	a	far	away	place	and	there	would	be	
nothing	 wrong	 with	 being	 treated	 as	 allies	 rather	 than	 as	 enemies.	 And	 at	 first	
Joshua	and	the	Israelite	leaders	are	skeptical.	They’re	suspicious.		
	
But	Joshua	drops	his	guard	after	this	group	from	Gibeon	says	they’ve	come	(in	verse	
9),		
	

because	of	the	name	of	the	Lord	your	God.	For	we	have	heard	a	report	of	him,	
and	all	that	he	did	in	Egypt,	and	all	that	he	did	to	the	two	kings	of	the	Amorites	
who	were	beyond	the	Jordan,	to	Sihon	the	king	of	Heshbon,	and	to	Og	king	of	
Bashan,	who	lived	in	Ashtaroth.	

	
And	it	becomes	very	difficult	in	that	moment	to	tell	the	difference	between	faith	and	
flattery.	 In	Joshua	2,	 it	speaks	of	a	woman	by	the	name	of	Rahab,	a	prostitute	who	
lived	within	 the	 city	 of	 Jericho	 and	 spoke	 highly	 of	 the	 Lord	 as	well.	 But	 she	was	
speaking	out	of	a	heart	that	truly	trusted	in	the	Lord.	But	these	individual	here	are	
not	genuinely	speaking	from	a	heart	that	trusts	in	the	Lord.	They’re	only	saying	the	
words	that	Israel	wants	to	hear.		
	
But	it	sounds	so	good.	It	sounds	right!	They’re	from	a	distant	place.	They	talk	about	
the	great	name	of	the	Lord	our	God.	They	even	know	the	history	of	what	our	God	has	
accomplished	over	the	past	several	decades.	Clearly	we	can	trust	them!	
	
But	isn’t	that	how	deception	works?	You	hear	the	things	you	want	to	hear,	you	see	
the	things	that	you	want	to	see…	and	before	you	know	it	you’ve	been	pulled	into	a	
trap	 that	 has	 some	 rough	 consequences.	 What	 Israel	 came	 up	 against	 that	 day	
passed	 every	 natural	 observation.	 You	 think	 about	 your	 five	 senses;	 sight,	 sound,	
smell,	taste,	and	touch.	Everything	looked	good.		
	
But	the	failure	here	is	when	you	start	to	assume	that	the	reality	is	always	what	you	
can	see,	or	what	you	can	touch,	or	what	you	hear;	 that	whatever	 is	placed	right	 in	
front	of	you	must	be	the	truth.	Often	times	it	can	be	but	there	must	be	a	high	level	of	
discernment	that	is	used	as	we	live	our	lives.		
	
Because	what	 is	 happening	 in	 life	 is	 far	more	 than	 the	 physical	 observations	 that	
take	place	 in	 front	 of	 us.	We	 cannot	 exclusively	 trust	 our	physical	 senses	because	
there	is	far	more	at	play	than	the	physical	world.	Now,	Joshua	and	the	Israelites	are	
in	everyway	 in	 the	midst	of	a	physical	battle,	but	 they	are	also	 in	everyway	 in	 the	
midst	of	the	spiritual	battle	that	we	are	in.	There	is	not	a	great	divide	between	the	
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physical	actions	and	the	spiritual	implications;	they	both	work	hand	in	hand.	And	in	
that	 spiritual	 world	 there	 is	 a	 powerful,	 intelligent,	 and	 wicked	 being	 who	 is	
determined	to	destroy	us.	Who	is	set	on	robbing	God	of	His	glory.	And	we	cannot	see	
the	devil.	We	can’t	smell,	we	can’t	touch,	we	can’t	see	his	schemes	and	strategies.		
	
But	without	a	doubt	they	are	there.	They	may	not	be	blatant	or	obvious…	but	Satan	
is	at	work	to	deceive	you	and	me.	I	would	suggest	that	most	of	the	time	the	attacks	
of	 the	devil	 are	not	obvious	at	all.	 Just	 like	with	 the	 Israelites,	 the	Gibeon’s	would	
have	 been	 a	 dead	 give	 away	 if	 they	 came	 in	 brand	 new	 clothes	 and	 if	 they	 had	
nothing	to	say	about	the	God	of	Israel.	Israel	would	have	been	on	guard	immediately	
and	 would	 have	 stayed	 on	 guard	 continually	 if	 the	 Gibeon’s	 weren’t	 so	 good	 at	
deception.		
	
But	you	know	who’s	better	at	deception	than	the	Gibeon’s?	Satan	is.	That’s	his	game.	
He	was	doing	in	the	garden	when	tempted	Eve	with	that	piece	of	fruit.	He	was	doing	
with	King	David	when	he	took	that	one	look	at	Bathsheba.	He	was	doing	with	Judas	
when	he	was	offered	30	pieces	of	silver.	Satan	was	doing	with	Peter	when	he	was	
questioned	about	whether	or	not	he	really	knew	Jesus.	Satan	has	a	 long	history	of	
deception.	Many	have	fallen	because	they	hear	or	they	see	just	enough	of	what	they	
want	 to	hear	or	 see	on	TV,	or	while	having	a	conversation	with	someone	on	 their	
front	porch,	or	while	reading	a	popular	“Christian”	book…	
	
They	 may	 even	 hear	 truth…	 but	 before	 they	 discover	 that	 there’s	 a	 lie	 mixed	 in	
there,	they’ve	already	given	themselves	over	to	the	deception.		
	
Church,	we	need	to	be	discerning.	Those	teaching	a	false	gospel	don’t	come	wearing	
horns	and	a	tail.	Deception	isn’t	spotted	because	it	has	flashing	lights	and	warning	
signs.	 Avoiding	 a	 trap	 only	 comes	with	 great	wisdom.	 And	 in	 every	 spiritual	 and	
physical	area	of	our	life,	we	need	wisdom	that	goes	beyond	anything	that	we	come	
up	with	on	our	own.	We	need	wisdom	from	God.		
	
If	 you’ve	 been	 around	 Cornerstone	 for	 a	while,	 you	 probably	 have	 seen	 that	 I	 go	
back	to	Proverbs	3	quite	often	and	quote	verse	5	&	6.	And	I	think	it’s	really	good	to	
look	at	that	again	this	morning	as	we	think	through	this	passage	here	in	front	of	us.		
	

Trust	 in	 the	Lord	with	 all	 your	 heart,	 and	do	 not	 lean	 on	 your	 own	
understanding.	In	all	your	ways	acknowledge	him,	and	he	will	make	straight	
your	paths.	

						
When	we	think	about	Joshua	9,	along	with	living	our	lives	and	our	desire	to	not	be	
deceived,	 the	 crucial	 phrase	 in	 Proverbs	 3	 is	 “do	 not	 lean	 on	 your	 own	
understanding.”	 We	 must	 conduct	 our	 lives	 in	 such	 a	 way	 that	 we	 never	 stop	
discerning	what	 is	going	on	in	front	of	us	or	around	us.	We	must	not	carelessly	or	
foolishly	trust	our	own	understanding.	There	has	to	be	a	high	level	of	discernment	in	
our	lives.		
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A	man	by	the	name	of	Alan	Redpath,	who	used	to	be	a	pastor	in	Chicago,	Illinois	once	
said,	
	

Never,	never,	NEVER	trust	your	own	judgment	in	anything.		
	

[Granted,	I	think	he	overstated	this	for	you	can	trust	your	senses	in	many	areas:	is	it	
safe	to	cross	the	street,	is	this	chicken	spoiled	or	not?	I	think	he	goes	too	far	in	
saying	“never.”	But	the	point	he	stress	is	accurate	for	he	goes	onto	say]	
		

When	common	sense	says	that	a	course	is	right,	lift	your	heart	to	God,	for	the	
path	 of	 faith	 and	 the	 path	 of	 blessing	 may	 be	 in	 a	 direction	 completely	
opposite	 to	 that	 which	 you	 call	 common	 sense.	 When	 voices	 tell	 you	 that	
action	is	urgent,	that	something	must	be	done	immediately,	refer	everything	
to	the	tribunal	of	heaven.	Then,	if	you	are	still	in	doubt,	dare	to	stand	still.	If	
you	are	called	on	to	act	and	you	have	not	time	to	pray,	don’t	act.	 If	you	are	
called	on	to	move	in	a	certain	direction	and	cannot	wait	until	you	have	peace	
with	God	about	it,	don’t	move.	Be	strong	enough	and	brave	enough	to	dare	to	
stand	 and	 wait	 on	 God,	 for	 none	 of	 them	 who	 wait	 on	 him	 shall	 ever	 be	
ashamed.	That	is	the	only	way	to	outmatch	the	devil.1	

	
Joshua’s	first	big	mistake	while	leading	the	Israelites	was	brought	about	because	the	
Gibeon’s	set	out	 to	deceive	him,	and	 Joshua,	he	heard	what	he	wanted	to	hear	(he	
trusted	his	own	understanding),	and	rather	 than	calling	a	 timeout	and	stepping	to	
the	side	to	seek	the	council	of	the	Lord,	he	made	an	oath.	Verse	15	tells	us,	
	

And	Joshua	made	peace	with	them	and	made	a	covenant	with	them,	to	let	
them	live,	and	the	leaders	of	the	congregation	swore	to	them.	
	

A	covenant,	an	oath,	was	something	that	was	taken	very	seriously.	It	was	a	binding	
contract	 that	 guaranteed	 that	 the	 Israelites	 would	 never	 bring	 any	 harm	 to	 the	
inhabitants	 of	Gibeon.	 You	 could	 imagine	 the	 relief	 of	 the	Gibeonites	 as	 they	hear	
Joshua	making	 that	 commitment	of	 peace.	They’re	plan	worked.	But	 it	 didn’t	 take	
long	for	the	Israelites	to	discover	that	they	had	been	fooled.		
	
Read	Joshua	9:16-27	
	
It	 took	Israel	 three	days	to	discover	that	 they	had	made	a	mistake,	but	 it	will	be	a	
choice	 that	 they	will	have	 to	 live	with	 for	a	 lifetime.	When	everyone	 finds	out	 the	
mistake,	 they’re	 disappointed,	 they’re	 mad,	 there	 was	 probably	 a	 large	 group	 of	
people	that	would	rather	break	the	covenant	and	go	to	war	against	this	community	
that	had	fooled	their	leaders.		
	

																																																								
1	Alan	Redpath,	Victorious	Christian	Living:	Studies	in	the	Book	of	Joshua.	
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But	although	the	 leaders	did	make	an	enormous	mistake	the	 first	 time	by	trusting	
their	understanding	rather	than	consulting	God,	they	weren’t	going	to	multiply	their	
mistakes	by	breaking	their	oath.	They	recognized	the	importance	of	their	word	and	
stayed	committed	to	it.	 It	was	a	commitment	that	was	respected	for	centuries.	For	
later	 on	 in	 the	 history	 of	 the	 Israelites	 when	 Saul,	 the	 king	 of	 Israel,	 broke	 the	
covenant	by	killing	a	large	number	of	the	Gibeonites,	God	sided	with	the	Gibeonites	
and	brought	judgment	on	Israel.		
	
You	see	here	within	this	passage	the	great	problems	that	result	from	not	seeking	the	
council	of	the	Lord	in	all	matters.	When	you	are	foolishly	deceived	and	give	into	sin,	
you	will	carry	the	consequences	of	that	choice.	For	the	Israelites,	it	was	allowing	the	
inhabitants	 of	 Gibeon	 remain	 in	 the	 land.	 But	 due	 to	 the	 oath	 being	made	 out	 of	
deception,	Joshua	needed	to	issue	a	punishment	that	was	fitting	for	their	sin.	
	
First,	 he	 rebuked	 them	 for	 their	 dishonest	 and	 then	 sentenced	 them	 to	 perpetual	
slavery.	 They	 would	 become	 woodcutters	 and	 water-bearers	 for	 the	 Israelites,	
especially	 in	 relationship	 to	 the	 tabernacle;	 the	 house	 of	 the	 Lord.	 And	 in	 God’s	
grace,	this	turned	out	to	be	a	blessing.	
	
…	 to	keep	 the	Gibeonites’	 idolatry	 from	defiling	 the	 true	 faith	of	 Israel,	 their	work	
would	be	carried	out	in	the	tabernacle,	where	they	would	be	exposed	to	the	worship	
of	the	one	true	God.	As	a	result,	the	very	thing	the	Gibeonites	hoped	to	retain—their	
freedom—was	lost.	But	the	curse	eventually	became	a	blessing.	That	is	the	amazing	
way	the	grace	of	God	works.	He	is	still	able	to	turn	a	curse	into	a	blessing.	His grace 
not only forgives but in many cases He actually overrules our sin and brings 
blessing out of a curse. 	
	
In	verse	27	we	read,		
	

“But	Joshua	made	them	that	day	cutters	of	wood	and	drawers	of	water	for	
the	congregation	and	for	the	altar	of	the	Lord,	to	this	day.”	

	
	
	
I	 look	 at	 that	 and	 see	 how	 tremendous	 and	 gracious	 our	 God	 is.	 They	 had	 the	
privilege	of	being	brought	close	to	the	Lord	and	spiritual	things	on	a	regular	basis.	It	
is	 interesting	 that	 in	 later	 years,	 when	 the	 Israelites	 would	 go	 into	 idolatry,	 the	
Gibeonites	 would	 still	 be	 standing	 at	 the	 altar	 where	 the	 true	 God	 ordained	 that	
sacrifices	 should	 be	made	 for	 sins.	 As	 a	 result	 of	 what	 they	 had	 seen	 God	 do	 for	
Israel,	 they	became	convinced,	 like	Rahab,	 that	 Israel’s	God	was	the	true	God.	Like	
Rahab,	they	evidently	became	loyal	believers.	
	
They	set	out	to	be	deceivers	to	save	their	own	lives.	But	in	the	end	they	recognized	
that	the	One	true	God	of	all	the	earth	was	the	only	One	that	could	truly	save.		
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And	if	I	can	offer	one	final	encouragement	to	you	before	we	turn	our	attention	to	the	
communion	table,	be	on	the	lookout	for	deception.	Satan,	sin,	the	world	that	we	live	
in	would	 like	nothing	more	than	to	pull	 the	wool	over	your	eyes	and	fool	you	into	
trusting	something	or	someone	other	than	Jesus	Christ.	Always	be	watchful.	Always	
seek	the	counsel	of	God.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	only	One	worthy	of	our	trust	–run	to	Him	
and	to	His	Word.			
	
	
	
	


