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Temptation	 is	 a	 part	 of	 the	 life	 that	 we	 live.	Where	we	 come	 face	 to	 face	 with	 a	
decision	of	whether	or	not	we’re	going	to	sin;	whether	or	not	we’re	going	to	honor	
the	Lord.	We	all	face	temptation.	
	
Even	as	I	sat	down	on	Friday	morning	to	write	out	this	introduction	to	this	message,	
I	typically	take	Friday’s	off,	but	I	was	at	home	needing	to	do	a	little	bit	of	studying,	
and	 I	hear	a	couple	of	my	kids	out	 in	 the	hallway	 fighting.	One	of	 them	wanted	 to	
close	 a	 bedroom	door	 and	 the	 other	 one	 obviously	wanted	 to	 keep	 it	 open.	 They	
were	faced	with	a	choice;	do	I	want	to	honor	the	Lord	or	do	I	want	to	go	after	getting	
my	way.	Of	course,	they	didn’t	think	that	deeply	about	it,	both	of	them	simply	went	
after	the	second	option.	They	gave	into	their	temptation.		
	
What	I	want	to	show	you	today	in	Joshua	7	is	the	danger	of	giving	into	temptation.	
We’re	going	to	be	introduced	to	an	Israelite	by	the	name	of	Achan	that	encounters	
temptation,	where	he	has	a	choice	to	make:	do	I	honor	the	Lord	in	this	moment	or	
do	 I	 go	 after	 what	 I	 want?	 You’re	 going	 to	 see	 the	 devastating	 consequences	 of	
surrounding	to	sin.	But	 I	want	 to	 leave	you,	 towards	the	end	of	our	 time	together,	
with	some	thoughts	in	battling	temptation.		
	
For	 if	 we’re	 going	 to	 have	 victory	 over	 the	 various	 temptations	 that	 we’re	
confronted	with,	there	needs	to	be	a	strategy	for	the	victory.	So	we	will	look	at	that	
towards	the	end	of	our	time	together	but	for	now	open	up	your	bibles	to	the	book	of	
Joshua.	We’re	going	to	cover	a	large	section	today,	chapter	7	and	most	of	chapter8	–
due	to	the	length	of	these	chapters,	I	will	not	read	every	verse	but	will	summarize	
portions	of	it.		
	
If	 you	were	with	us	 last	week	 you	will	 remember	 that	 Joshua	6	describes	 Israel’s	
first	battle	within	the	Promise	Land	as	they	marched	around	the	city	of	Jericho	and	
saw	 the	walls	 of	 that	 fortified	 city	 come	 crashing	 to	 the	 ground.	That	 first	 victory	
was	 incredible!	 All	 Israel	 did	 was	 march	 around	 the	 city,	 yell	 at	 the	 top	 of	 their	
lungs,	and	then	charge	in	to	carry	out	the	commands	of	the	Lord.	You	talk	about	a	
high	moment	in	the	history	of	the	nation	of	Israel;	the	battle	of	Jericho	is	making	the	
highlight	reel	for	centuries	to	come.		
	
But	one	of	the	commands	that	the	Lord	gave	concerning	this	battle	was	that	this	city	
was	to	be	completely	devoted	to	destruction.		
	
In	a	lot	of	battles	it	was	common	to	find	items	of	great	value	within	people’s	homes	
and	 businesses	 amongst	 the	 city	 that	 was	 just	 conquered,	 and	 most	 times	 those	
valuables	were	taken	for	personal	gain.	You	will	even	see	in	upcoming	battles	that	
the	Lord	gives	permission	to	the	Israelites	to	take	treasures	for	themselves.	But	not	
at	the	battle	of	Jericho	for	the	Lord	specifically	commanded	that	that	would	not	be	
the	case	after	the	victory.	The	city	was	to	be	completely	devoted	to	destruction	and	
whatever	silver,	or	gold,	or	precious	metals	that	were	found,	were	to	be	given	over	
to	the	treasury	of	the	Lord.	It	wasn’t	to	be	kept.		
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It’s	a	possibility	that	the	Israelites	were	not	to	take	treasures	for	themselves	for	this	
was	the	first	city	that	was	conquered	within	the	Promise	Land.	The	Old	Testament	
law	had	established	a	principle	that	God’s	people	were	to	give	back	to	the	Lord	their	
first	fruits;	they	were	to	set	a	pattern	of	giving	back	to	the	Lord	the	first	and	the	best	
of	what	He	had	given	to	them.		
	
And	that	is	a	principle	that	is	still	applicable	to	us	today;	someday	we	will	go	in	more	
detail	about	giving	generously	and	giving	gladly	back	to	the	Lord	from	what	He	has	
given	to	us.	For	giving	back	to	the	Lord	demonstrates	a	trust	in	the	Lord.		
	
The	Lord	had	given	Joshua	the	instructions	to	not	keep	anything	for	themselves,	and	
Joshua	 gave	 explicit	 directions	 to	 his	 army	before	 Jericho	was	 defeated.	 Everyone	
was	aware	of	what	 they	were	to	do	and	what	 they	were	not	 to	do.	Look	at	 Joshua	
6:18.	
	
Read	Joshua	6:18	
	
The	instruction	was,	“Don’t	take	anything	for	yourselves.	If	you	do,	you	will	regret	it	
for	 it	will	bring	trouble,	not	 just	for	you,	but	also	upon	the	entire	nation	of	Israel.”	
When	 God	 gives	 instructions/commands,	 they	 are	 to	 be	 fully	 followed	 after.	 You	
don’t	get	to	pick	and	choose	what	commands	are	important	and	what	commands	are	
not.	You	don’t	get	to	determine	when	you	are	going	to	carry	out	his	commands.	No,	
for	the	commands	of	the	Lord	are	serious.	And	His	commands	are	good	regardless	if	
we	can’t	see	the	reason	for	it	at	the	time.	
	
The	 reason	 that	 I	 am	building	 on	 this	 point	 of	 closely	 following	 the	 commands	 of	
God,	is	because	Joshua	7,	the	entire	chapter,	shows	the	results	of	ignoring	God.	The	
Israelites	are	going	 to	experience	 some	horrific	 consequences	because	one	man,	 a	
man	 by	 the	 name	 of	 Achan,	 he	 hears	 the	 commands	 of	 God	 and	 does	 one	 of	 two	
things,	“Ah,	no	big	deal.	I’m	going	to	do	what	I	want	to	do.”	Or	at	the	very	least,	he	
hears	 the	 instructions,	 he	 knows	 the	 consequences,	 but	 in	 the	 moment	 where	
temptation	hits	him,	he	gives	 into	his	 sinful	desires	 rather	 than	being	obedient	 to	
God’s	desires.”			
	
And	due	to	Achan’s	disobedience,	Israel	is	going	to	experience	a	devastating	blow.		
	
Read	Joshua	7:1	
	
Achan,	 a	 soldier	 in	 the	 army	 of	 Israel,	 had	 stood	 shoulder	 to	 shoulder	 with	
thousands	of	men	and	yelled	at	the	top	of	his	lungs	and	saw	with	his	own	eyes	the	
walls	of	 Jericho	 fall	 to	 the	ground.	Achan,	 along	with	all	 of	 the	other	 troops,	went	
rushing	 into	 the	city	 to	claim	the	victory.	Once	 the	victory	was	cinched,	 the	entire	
army	started	searching	through	the	ruble	to	bring	back	the	gold,	the	silver,	the	items	
made	of	bronze	and	iron;	for	they	were	tasked	with	bringing	those	items	back	to	the	
treasury	of	the	Lord.		
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And	they	all	gave	back	to	the	Lord,	 they	were	all	generous,	 they	were	all	 faithful…	
except	for	Achan.	It	says	here	that	“the	people	of	Israel	broke	faith	in	regard	to	the	
devoted	 things.”	 This	 term	 here,	 “broke	 faith,”	 is	 a	 term	 used	 to	 describe	 an	
adulterous	 relationship.	 It’s	 an	all	 out	betrayal	of	 trusts	between	 two	parties.	God	
had	 entered	 into	 a	 covenant	 relationship	with	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	where	He	was	
going	 to	walk	 among	 them	 and	 they	were	 going	 to	 follow	 faithfully	wherever	 He	
may	lead.		
	
The	choice	that	Achan	made	by	taking	items	that	were	to	be	devoted	to	the	Lord	is	
going	bring	ramifications	for	the	entire	nation	of	Israel.	His	private	sin,	the	sin	that	
he	committed	that	no	one	else	knew	about	 is	going	to	bring	defeat	 in	 Israel’s	next	
battle.		
	
Read	Joshua	7:2-5	
	
Israel	is	so	confident	after	the	defeat	of	Jericho	that	only	few	thousand	men	are	sent	
to	 Ai.	 It’s	 a	 small	 town;	 they	 know	 God	 is	 on	 their	 side,	 so	 why	 make	 100’s	 of	
thousands	of	men	head	out	to	battle?	So	a	small	group	heads	out	and	they	thought	
this	was	going	to	be	a	walk	in	the	park,	because	they	didn’t	know	what	Achan	had	
done.	They	didn’t	know	that	Achan’s	 sin	was	going	 to	bring	about	defeat.	Because	
Achan	chose	to	keep	items	that	were	to	be	devoted	to	the	Lord,	thirty-six	men	lost	
their	life	that	day.		
	
This	would	be	really	helpful	for	us	to	think	about	for	our	own	lives	as	well.	For	many	
people	believe	that	their	personal	sin	is	OK	as	long	as	it	doesn’t	hurt	anyone	else.	As	
long	as	it	only	affects	me,	what’s	the	big	deal?	It’s	a	big	deal	because	no	sin	ever	just	
affects	just	one	person.	You’re	not	an	island	that’s	unconnected	from	everything	and	
everyone	 else.	 Your	 sin	 always	 has	 an	 impact	 on	 the	 lives	 of	 the	 people	 that	 you	
come	in	contact	with.		
	
Picture	with	me,	a	married	man	with	his	family.	When	that	one	man	sins,	whether	it	
be	he	says	something	 inappropriate	 (he	 lies,	he	puts	another	person	down),	or	he	
gets	angry	(and	I’m	not	talking	about	righteous	anger,	but	just	gets	mad),	or	he	lusts	
(he	has	inappropriate	desires	that	no	one	really	knows	about)…	When	he	sins,	who	
does	 it	 affect?	 It	 affects	 everyone	 in	 his	 life;	 his	 wife,	 his	 kids,	 his	 neighbors,	 his	
church,	and	every	relationship	that	he	has	with	another	person.		
	
Sin	is	not	kept	isolated	because	we	are	never	kept	isolated.	We	were	created	in	the	
image	of	God;	and	God	 is	a	God	of	relationship.	Before	 there	was	a	creation,	 there	
was	a	complete	godhead	that	had	fellowship	within	itself	with	the	Father,	Son	and	
the	Holy	Spirit.	They	perfectly	related	to	one	another,	and	through	salvation	we	are	
brought	into	a	relationship	with	God,	but	we	are	also	brought	into	a	more	significant	
relationship	with	 one	 another.	Where	 you	will	 observe	 throughout	 scripture	 that	
those	 who	 are	 closely	 following	 after	 the	 Lord	 are	 also	 deeply	 relating	 to	 other	
brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.	For	we	are	all	created	as	relational	beings.		
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But	when	 sin	 raises	 its	 ugly	 head	 it	 causes	 division	within	 relationships	where	 it	
does	not	affect	just	you,	but	everyone	that	you	associate	with.	You	may	not	notice	it	
right	away,	or	you	simply	may	not	be	aware	of	how	it	is	impacting	now	within	your	
relationships,	 but	 it	 definitely	 is.	 Sin,	 either	 publically	 committed	 or	 privately	
carried	 out	 will	 bring	 division	 to	 a	 relationship	 where	 there	 could	 be	 sweet	
fellowship,	 intimacy,	 and	 true	 friendship.	 Sin	 always	 has	 a	 devastating	 affect,	 not	
just	on	you,	but	on	the	people	around	you.		
	
	And	is	there	any	question	that	sin,	the	sin	of	one	person,	had	an	affect	all	of	Israel	
that	day	in	Ai?	There’s	no	question	about!	Because	of	the	sinful	action	of	Achan,	36	
men	lost	their	lives.	Thirty-six	men;	they	were	someone’s	husband,	someone’s	dad,	
someone’s	 brother,	 someone’s	 uncle,	 they	 didn’t	 come	 home	 that	 day	 from	 battle	
because	Achan	saw	something	that	he	couldn’t	resist.	And	it	tells	us	there	at	the	end	
of	verse	5	that	when	the	when	the	Israelites	were	defeated,		
	

“the	hearts	of	the	people	melted	and	became	like	water.”		
	
No	 longer	 are	 they	 filled	 with	 confidence,	 they’re	 filled	 with	 grief.	 They	 are	
devastated.	They	are	now	like	the	citizens	of	Jericho	whose	hearts	melted	when	the	
Israelites	were	coming	toward	their	city.	The	Israelites,	they	are	now	the	ones	that	
are	 afraid.	 They’re	 confused.	What	has	happened?	Why	has	God	allowed	 this?	Why	
has	God	done	this?		
	
When	 you’re	 at	 the	 end	 of	 your	 rope,	 and	 you’re	 desperate,	 and	 you	 don’t	 know	
what	to	do,	you	fall	on	your	face	and	cry	out	to	God	and	you	bring	the	situation	to	
Him.	 He’s	 the	 One	 in	 control.	 He’s	 the	 One	 that	 has	 the	 power	 to	 change	 the	
situation.	Go	to	God	in	prayer!	That	ought	to	be	our	automatic	response.	We	should	
be	going	 to	God	 in	prayer	continually,	when	 things	are	going	really	but	also	when	
things	are	going	really	bad!	That’s	exactly	what	Joshua	does.	
	
Read	Joshua	7:6-9	
	
Joshua	brings	his	complaint	to	God.	You	can	hear	it	in	his	prayer	that	there’s	panic	
and	 confusion.	 There’s	 agony	 and	 heartbreak.	 Thirty-six	 of	 his	men	 just	 lost	 their	
lives	and	he	has	no	idea	why.	He’s	even	starting	to	second-guess	if	they	should	be	in	
Canaan;	would	it	have	been	better	for	them	to	stay	on	the	other	side	of	the	Jordan	
River?	So	many	questions	are	swirling	within	his	head.	
	
He’s	 having	 an	 honest	 conversation	 with	 God	 –it’s	 OK	 to	 have	 an	 honest	
conversation	with	God,	 to	 lie	out	your	thoughts,	concerns	and	request	before	Him.	
Read	 through	 the	 book	 of	 Psalms	 sometimes	 and	 you’ll	 get	 a	 glimpse	 of	 some	
absolutely	honest	and	genuine	conversations	with	people	have	with	God	in	prayer.	
Joshua	talks	to	the	Lord	about	his	greatest	concerns.	He’s	worried	that	the	nation	of	
Israel	will	not	survive:	1that	with	this	last	defeat,	that’s	a	revealing	sign	of	what’s	to	
come.	But	also,	2Joshua	is	concerned	for	the	name	of	the	Lord.	He	doesn’t	want	the	
reputation	of	God	to	tarnished	in	anyway.		
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These	are	legitimate	concerns	to	have.	And	the	Lord	responds	in	verse	10,	
	
Read	Joshua	7:10-12	
	
Joshua	receives	the	answer	to	his	prayer;	Israel	has	sinned.	That	is	the	reason	things	
didn’t	 go	 well	 in	 Ai.	 Like	 a	 said	 a	 few	 minutes	 ago,	 sin	 is	 not	 isolated	 to	 one	
individual.	When	Achan	made	that	choice	to	take	something	from	the	city	of	Jericho	
for	himself,	he	 invited	some	severe	consequences	upon	 the	entire	nation	of	 Israel.	
And	if	his	sin	is	not	dealt	with,	if	it	is	not	disciplined,	things	will	not	get	better	and	in	
fact	they	will	get	a	lot	worse.		
	
The	Lord	will	remove	His	presence	from	them.	You	see,	God	doesn’t	carry	a	double	
standard.	He	would	not	stand	 for	Canaan’s	sin,	 the	people	who	currently	occupied	
the	Promise	Land.	But	neither	will	He	stand	for	Israel’s	sin.	Sin	is	sin	and	it	always	
needs	to	be	dealt	with.	We	can	never	 ignore	sin.	We	can	never	say	I’m	covered	by	
the	grace	of	God,	or	the	blood	Christ	covers	me,	and	for	that	reason	my	sin	is	no	big	
deal…	NO!!!	Sin	is	always	serious	and	it	always	needs	to	be	dealt	with.		
	
God	 lays	out	 in	 Joshua	7	some	severe	consequences	 if	 Israel	doesn’t	discipline	 the	
one	who	gave	into	temptation,	the	one	who	violated	the	covenant	of	God.	God	tells	
Joshua	in	the	following	verses	exactly	what	they	were	to	do	to	find	the	one	that	was	
responsible.	 Joshua	 was	 to	 bring	 the	 entire	 nation	 before	 him	 tribe	 by	 tribe	 and	
through	the	casting	of	lots	it	would	get	narrowed	down	until	they	find	the	guilty.		
	
Jump	down	to	verse	18.	
	
Read	Joshua	7:18-21	
	
You	 can	 imagine	Achan	 in	 this	whole	 process	 just	 sweating	 it	 out	 as	 each	 tribe	 is	
eliminated	from	the	process	one	by	one.	It	gets	to	the	tribe	of	Judah	and	then	they	
start	going	man	by	man.	And	finally	they	get	to	Achan.	His	sin	that	he	committed	in	
private,	that	he	thought	no	one	would	ever	find	out	about.	But	be	sure	of	this,	your	
sins	will	find	you	out.		
	
Joshua	 confronts	 him	 and	 demands	 that	 he	 confess	 to	what	 he	 did.	 At	 the	 end	 of	
verse	21,	notice	what	he	says,		
	

“I	coveted	them	and	took	them.	And	see,	they	are	hidden	in	the	earth	inside	
my	tent.”	

	
There	 are	 three	 actions	 that	 take	 place	 here.	 The	 first	 is	 the	 temptation:	 I	 saw	
something	 and	 I	 wanted	 it.	 He	 saw	 a	 beautiful	 piece	 of	 clothing,	 he	 saw	 a	 ton	 of	
money…	 and	 he	 knew	what	 he	was	 supposed	 to	 do,	 but	 instead	 of	 turning	 away	
from	it,	he	turned	towards.	Instead	of	resisting	the	temptation,	he	gave	in	to	it	and	
he	took	it.	From	there,	he	can’t	show	anyone,	he	can’t	actually	enjoy	what	he	took.	
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He	knows	he’s	guilty,	he	knows	what	he	did	was	wrong.	So	he	sneaks	this	stuff	back	
to	his	tent	buries	it.		
	
And	 I	would	 suggest	 that	 this	 is	 a	pattern	 for	most	of	 sin.	You	 see	 something	you	
want,	and	you	think	to	yourself	I	have	to	have	this.	It	can	be	an	item,	like	a	beautiful	
cloak	from	Shinar	or	money.	It	could	be	you	looking	out	for	your	best	interests	in	a	
situation	rather	than	seeking	out	the	best	 interests	of	everyone	involved.	 It	can	be	
you	looking	at	things	you	should	not	be	looking	at,	participating	in	activities	that	you	
should	not	be	participating,	 saying	 things	you	shouldn’t	be	 saying…	 I	 could	go	on,	
but	whatever	the	particular	sin	may	be	it,	it’s	you	looking	at	it	and	saying	I’ve	got	to	
have	that,	I	will	not	be	satisfied	without	that.		
	
So	you	take	it.	You	participate	in	it.	You	give	in	to	your	temptation.	Once	you	give	in,	
you	realize	that	it	doesn’t	satisfy	you	the	way	you	had	hoped.	Instead	of	feeling	joy,	
instead	of	telling	others	what	you’ve	done,	you	feel	ashamed,	so	you	hide	it.		
	
This	is	a	pattern	of	most	sin.	You	see	and	want	it,	you	take	it,	and	then	you	hide.	This	
has	 been	 a	 pattern	 for	 the	 entire	 history	 of	 the	 mankind.	 Achan	 wasn’t	 the	 first	
person	that	established	this	pattern,	 for	 it’s	seen	all	the	way	back	in	the	Garden	of	
Eden	when	Eve	took	a	bite	of	that	forbidden	fruit.		
	
Genesis	3	tells	us,	
	

6	So	when	the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	for	food,	and	that	it	was	a	
delight	to	the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree	was	to	be	desired	to	make	one	wise,	she	
took	of	its	fruit	and	ate,	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband	who	was	with	
her,	and	he	ate.	7	Then	the	eyes	of	both	were	opened,	and	they	knew	that	they	
were	 naked.	 And	 they	 sewed	 fig	 leaves	 together	 and	 made	 themselves	
loincloths.	

8	And	they	heard	the	sound	of	the	LORD	God	walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool	

of	 the	 day,	 and	 the	man	 and	 his	wife	hid	 themselves	 from	 the	 presence	 of	
the	LORD	God	among	the	trees	of	the	garden.	

	
She	saw	and	wanted	it,	she	took	and	ate	it,	and	then	she	hid.	She	was	tempted	and	
gave	in.	Achan	was	tempted	and	gave	in.	We	all	face	temptation,	and	temptation	is	
not	 sin,	 for	 even	 Jesus	 was	 tempted	 and	 yet	 was	 without	 sin.	 But	 temptation	 is	
dangerous	where	it	makes	us	look	at	sin	and	instead	of	being	repulsed	by	it	we	see	it	
as	 something	 attractive.	What	 is	 destructive	 is	 dressed	 up	 to	 look	 like	 something	
beautiful.		
	
One	author	gives	an	explanation	as	to	why	we	would	ever	give	in	to	our	temptation	
by	saying,		
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Sin	 only	 occurs	when	we	believe	 that	 the	destructive	 lie	 can	 actually	 grant	
happiness.	–Jon	Bloom	(staff	writer	at	desiringgod.org)1	
	

And	 I	 agree	 with	 him.	 He	 goes	 on	 in	 an	 article	 to	 say	 that	 one	 key	 to	 resisting	
temptation	is	learning	to	recognize	what	I	call	the	“mirage	moment.”	A	mirage	is	an	
optical	 illusion	 that	many	people	 experience	while	out	 in	 the	desert.	They	believe	
they	see	water,	and	start	heading	toward	that	location.	They	have	hope	that	this	will	
bring	refreshment	to	their	thirsty	throat.	But	upon	arriving	to	the	destination	they	
realize	that	it	was	just	an	illusion.		
	
In	temptation,	those	mirage	moments	happen	as	something	pops	up	in	our	life	that	
promises	 some	 type	of	 satisfaction,	 sometime	of	happiness.	Temptation	 can	 really	
start	 to	play	 tricks	on	our	mind	where	we	begin	 to	 think	–this	time,	 even	 if	we’ve	
been	disappointed	countless	times	before,	this	will	be	the	time	that	temptation	will	
bring	contentment.	Even	though	we	know	 that	God	has	told	us	this	 is	a	 false	hope.	
Even	 though	 we	 know,	 like	 Achan,	 that	 God	 has	 told	 us	 there	 will	 be	 severe	
consequences	to	giving	in	to	this	temptation.	We	are	attracted	by	it.				
	
We	 are	 faced	with	 a	 choice	 between	 temptation’s	 persuasive	 appearance	 and	 the	
promises	of	God.	We	all	face	temptation,	but	we	don’t	have	to	give	into	it.	You	are	in	
the	midst	of	a	spiritual	battle	against	sin	and	against	Satan;	he	would	 like	nothing	
more	 than	 to	 bring	 you	down.	But	 remember	 that	 you	 are	 not	 alone	 for	 the	Holy	
Spirit	indwells	every	individual	who	places	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.		
	
Go	to	the	Lord	in	prayer	
Go	to	the	Lord	in	prayer.	Talk	to	him	about	your	struggles	and	your	weaknesses.	Ask	
Him	to	give	you	strength	in	the	areas	where	you	know	you	are	inclined	to	give	in	to	
temptation.	 Be	 dependent	 upon	 the	 Lord	 to	 make	 you	 alert	 to	 those	 mirage	
moments	in	your	life	that	promise	hope,	but	ultimately	lead	to	destruction.	If	we’re	
going	to	be	victorious	over	our	temptation,	we	must	be	people	of	prayer.	We	can’t	go	
at	 it	alone	in	our	own	strength.	Start	your	day,	end	your	day,	and	go	through	your	
day	in	prayer	to	our	Heavenly	Father.	Prayer	is	essential	to	victory	over	temptation.	
Be	dependent	on	the	Lord.		
	
Know	Your	Bible	
But	also	when	you	are	faced	with	temptation,	respond	like	Jesus	did	in	the	midst	of	
His	temptation.	If	you	read	the	New	Testament	you	find	that	Jesus	while	out	in	the	
wilderness,	 was	 tempted	 by	 Satan.	 And	 each	 time	 Jesus	 was	 confronted	 with	 a	
temptation	he	responded	by	declaring,	“It	 is	written.”	 Jesus	took	a	strong	stand	on	
the	Word	of	God.	He	deeply	believed	the	promises	that	are	found	in	this	book	(raise	
bible).		
	

																																																								
1	Jon	Bloom,	http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-to-resist-temptation-s-
mirage-moment	
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You	 see,	we’re	 simply	 not	 going	 to	 resist	 temptation	by	denial.	Nope,	 I	don’t	want	
that.	Nope,	I’m	going	to	try	really	hard	this	time	to	walk	away	from	that	sin.	No,	 the	
only	way	to	fight	false	hope	is	with	true	hope.	It’s	by	getting	into	the	Word	of	God	
and	being	deeply	rooted	in	the	God	of	hope.		
 
You	know,	I’ve	said	this	before	that	“we	do	what	we	do,	because	we	want	what	we	
want.”	The	only	way	to	change	what	we	do	is	to	change	what	we	want.	That’s	a	heart	
change.	That’s	going	to	take	some	initiative	on	your	part.		
	

§ That’s	you	going	before	God	and	saying	“God,	I	need	you!”	
§ That’s	going	 to	 take	some	 time	of	 turning	off	 the	TV,	or	putting	down	your	

phone,	or	getting	up	a	little	earlier,	or	staying	up	a	little	later…	and	opening	
up	your	Bible.		

	
Enlist	Faithful	Believers	
If	I	could	suggest	one	more	thing,	it’s	going	to	take	you	going	to	some	other	believer	
and	saying,	will	you	fight	alongside	of	me.	Here’s	where	I’m	tempted,	here’s	where	
I’m	vulnerable	to	give	in	to	a	false	hope,	would	you	pray	for	me?	Would	you	hold	me	
accountable	in	the	areas	where	I’m	weak?	
	
Sin	grows	in	the	darkness.	Expose	it	to	the	Light.	Bring	the	temptations	that	you	face	
before	 God,	 bring	 them	 before	 His	 Word,	 bring	 them	 before	 other	 brothers	 and	
sisters	in	Christ.	Battle	temptation	for	it	can	be	defeated.		
	


