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Holiness	is	one	of	the	most	significant	characteristics	of	a	Christian.	For	holiness	is	
what	 defines	 every	 other	 characteristic	 of	 a	 Christian.	 The	 love	 that	 you	 have	 for	
others	will	be	tainted	it	does	not	flow	out	of	holiness.	The	joy	that	you	are	seeking	in	
life	will	come	up	empty	if	it	is	not	founded	in	holiness.	Your	service	towards	God	will	
be	lacking	if	it	is	not	done	out	of	a	holy	desire.		
	
Holiness	is	incredibly	important	for	we	serve	a	holy	God.	Think	for	a	moment	about	
the	 God	 that	 we	 serve	 who	 is	 Holy.	 The	 word	 holy	 means	 ”set-apart,	 separate,	
sacred.”	And	the	God	that	we	serve	is	totally	above	all	of	creation	and	His	creatures,	
including	us.	So	we	don’t	flippantly	walk	in	relationship	with	Him	as	if	He	is	one	of	
many	other	 created	beings.	He	 is	 absolutely	perfect	 and	He	has	 called	us	 to	 be	 in	
pursuit	 of	 holiness	 and	growing	 in	holiness	 in	 the	 time	 that	we	have	here	on	 this	
earth.	 
	
And	what	we’re	going	to	see	today	as	we	venture	back	into	the	book	of	Joshua	is	God	
calling	the	Israelites	to	be	in	pursuit	of	holiness.	They	very	easily	could	have	started	
marching	through	the	Promise	Land	capturing	the	fortified	cities	and	driving	out	the	
people	 of	 Canaan,	 but	 God	 says	 that	 there’s	 an	 issue	 of	 holiness	 that	 needs	 to	 be	
taken	care	of	first.	
	
If	you	recall	several	weeks	ago	we	looked	at	Joshua	chapters	3	and	4.	Those	chapters	
went	 into	 detail	 about	 the	 Israelites	 crossing	 the	 Jordan	 River.	 God	 had	 led	 them	
through	the	wilderness	to	this	raging	river	that	looked	outright	impossible	to	cross.	
That	river	was	a	barrier	between	the	Israelites	and	the	Promise	Land.	Strictly	from	a	
human	perspective	it	looked	impossible.		
	
But	 God	 showed	 up	 in	 a	 big	way	where	He	walled	 off	 the	water	 and	 allowed	 the	
Israelites	to	walk	through	that	riverbed	on	completely	dry	ground.	Let	me	read	last	
couple	of	verses	of	Joshua	4	as	it	prepares	the	way	for	the	next	chapter.	
	
Read	Joshua	4:23-24	
	
God’s	 incredible	 power	 was	 put	 on	 display	 that	 day.	 All	 of	 Israel,	 and	 “all	 of	 the	
peoples	of	the	earth”	are	to	“know	that	the	hand	of	the	Lord	is	mighty”	and	that	they	
are	to	fear	the	Lord	their	God	forever.	The	event	that	took	place	at	the	Jordan	River	
was	to	have	a	deep	impact	on	the	people	of	Israel	and	it	wouldn’t	take	long	for	the	
surrounding	nations	to	hear	of	what	took	place	either.		
	
That	 is	where	chapter	5	begins.	The	kings	of	 the	nations	west	of	 the	 Jordan	River	
have	heard	what	 the	God	of	 the	 Israelites	has	done	and	they’re	not	 too	anxious	 to	
meet	the	Israelites.	Let’s	look	at	verse	1.	
	
Read	Joshua	5:1	
	
I’m	not	 exactly	 sure	how	 they	had	 all	 heard	 this	 so	quickly	 as	 there	was	no	mass	
media	 or	 news	 coverage.	 But	 obviously	 there	 were	 other	 people	 besides	 the	



	 2	

Israelites	 who	 had	 witnessed	 that	 miraculous	 work	 of	 God	 at	 the	 Jordan	 River.	
Witnessing	that	must	have	been	terrifying!	
	
Imagine	not	being	one	of	 the	 Israelites	and	having	 the	 inside	 information	 that	 the	
God	of	all	the	earth	was	going	to	perform	a	wonder	that	day.	When	you’re	near	the	
Jordan	River,	a	river	that	you	had	spent	your	whole	life	around,	and	all	of	a	sudden,	
in	an	instant,	it	stops	flowing,	and	you	witness	thousands	of	people	hurry	through	a	
dried	up	riverbed.	You	go	home	for	the	day	and	you	see	your	wife,	or	your	husband,	
or	your	neighbor…	they	will	not	have	the	time	to	ask	you,	“Hey,	how	was	your	day?”	
Because	you	will	burst	into	the	story	of	what	you	had	witnessed	with	your	own	eyes.		
	
“You	will	not	believe	what	 I	 saw	today.	 I	was	out	running	a	 few	errands.	Or	 I	was	
tending	to	our	flock	of	sheep.	Or	I	was	on	my	way	to	visit	so	and	so…	when	I	saw	the	
Jordan	 River	 stop	 flowing	 as	 soon	 as	 a	 group	 of	 guys	 took	 a	 step	 into	 it.	 It	 was	
unreal!”		
	
I	would	imagine	that	people	would	just	keep	repeating	that	story	until	it	crossed	the	
entire	nation.	It	spread	like	wildfire	through	that	region	even	making	it	to	the	ears	of	
every	 single	 king	 west	 of	 the	 Jordan	 River.	 And	 the	 kings	 hear	 it	 and	 think	 to	
themselves,	“I	have	no	way	to	defeat	that!	I’ve	got	an	army,	I’ve	got	chariots,	I’ve	got	
soldiers.	But	I	don’t	have	anything	that	can	stop	a	nation	that	supernaturally	stops	a	
river	from	flowing.	And	look	at	the	response	of	these	kings.	It	says	they,		
	

“heard	that	the	Lord	had	dried	up	the	waters	of	the	Jordan	for	the	people	of	
Israel	 until	 they	 had	 crossed	 over,	 their	 hearts	melted	 and	there	 was	 no	
longer	any	spirit	in	them	because	of	the	people	of	Israel.”		
	

Does	that	sound	familiar	at	all?	People	were	aware	of	what	God	had	done	and	now	
they’re	terrified.	It	should	sound	familiar	because	that	is	about	the	same	thing	that	
Rahab	had	said	back	in	chapter	2	when	talking	to	the	two	spies	who	were	scoping	
out	the	city	of	Jericho.	She	said,	
	

10	For	we	have	heard	how	the	Lord	dried	up	the	water	of	the	Red	Sea	before	
you	when	you	came	out	of	Egypt,	and	what	you	did	 to	 the	 two	kings	of	 the	
Amorites	who	were	beyond	the	Jordan,	to	Sihon	and	Og,	whom	you	devoted	
to	 destruction.	 11	And	as	 soon	 as	we	 heard	 it,	our	 hearts	melted,	 and	 there	
was	no	spirit	left	in	any	man	because	of	you,	for	the	Lord	your	God,	he	is	God	
in	the	heavens	above	and	on	the	earth	beneath.	

	
But	 the	big	difference	between	Rahab’s	 response	and	 these	kings	 response	 is	 that	
Rahab	is	drawn	in	to	seek	shelter	in	the	Lord.	She	turns	to	the	one	and	only	God	of	
all	the	earth	to	trust	in	Him.	Where	these	kings	don’t	turn	to	God,	they	simply	cower	
in	 fear.	 They’re	 paralyzed	 as	 they	 look	 at	 this	massive	 nation	 of	 Israelites	who	 is	
now	encamped	inside	their	border.	
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And	you	think	as	you	look	at	this,	simply	from	this	verse	alone,	that	this	is	a	prime	
time	for	the	army	of	Israel	to	attack.	The	surrounding	nations	are	petrified.	I’m	not	a	
military	minded	guy,	but	it	seems	best	to	strike	when	your	enemy	is	at	its	weakest	
and	most	vulnerable.	But	we’re	reminded	as	we	continue	reading,	that	my	thoughts	
are	 not	 God’s	 thoughts.	 He	 knows	 when	 the	 timing	 is	 perfect.	 He	 knows	 how	
situations	should	be	handled.	He	knows	the	next	steps	that	need	to	be	taken.		
	
And	the	next	step	for	Israel	is	not	an	attack	on	Jericho,	which	is	just	down	the	road.	
The	next	step	is	to	reaffirm	the	covenantal	relationship	between	Israel	and	God.		
	
Read	Joshua	5:2-9	
	
Instead	of	marching	in	to	attack	Jericho	or	driving	out	anyone	out	from	the	land	of	
Canaan,	Israel	was	to	stay	put	on	the	shores	of	the	Jordan	River	to	seek	a	fresh	union	
with	God.	Specifically	the	Lord	tells	Joshua	to	circumcise	the	sons	of	Israel.	Genesis	
17	 tells	 of	 when	 circumcision	 was	 initiated.	 God	 established	 a	 covenant	 with	
Abraham	 where	 He	 made	 a	 promise	 that	 Abraham’s	 offspring	 would	 be	 a	 great	
nation,	that	He	would	always	be	their	God,	and	that	they	would	receive	the	land	of	
Canaan	as	an	everlasting	possession.	
	
And	you	can	see	 in	 the	book	of	 Joshua,	God	 fulfilling	His	promise	to	Abraham.	But	
also	in	that	conversation	between	God	and	Abraham,	God	said	that	there	should	be	a	
distinction	 of	 God’s	 people	 and	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 world.	 We’re	 told	 in	 Genesis	 17	
starting	in	verse	9	that	
	

9	God	said	to	Abraham,	“As	for	you,	you	shall	keep	my	covenant,	you	and	your	
offspring	 after	 you	 throughout	 their	 generations.	10	This	 is	 my	 covenant,	
which	 you	 shall	 keep,	 between	 me	 and	 you	 and	 your	 offspring	 after	 you:	
Every	male	 among	 you	 shall	 be	 circumcised.	11	You	 shall	 be	 circumcised	 in	
the	flesh	of	your	foreskins,	and	it	shall	be	a	sign	of	the	covenant	between	me	
and	you.	12	He	who	 is	eight	days	old	among	you	shall	be	circumcised.	Every	
male	 throughout	 your	 generations,	 whether	 born	 in	 your	 house	 or	bought	
with	your	money	from	any	foreigner	who	is	not	of	your	offspring,	13	both	he	
who	 is	 born	 in	 your	 house	 and	 he	 who	 is	 bought	 with	 your	 money,	 shall	
surely	be	circumcised.	So	shall	my	covenant	be	 in	your	 flesh	an	everlasting	
covenant.	14	Any	uncircumcised	male	who	 is	not	 circumcised	 in	 the	 flesh	of	
his	foreskin	shall	be	cut	off	from	his	people;	he	has	broken	my	covenant.”	

	
What	 we	 see	 from	where	 we	 are	 at	 in	 Joshua	 is	 that	 the	 generation	 born	 in	 the	
wilderness,	 they	 had	 not	 been	 circumcised.	 If	 you’re	 unfamiliar	 with	 the	 Old	
Testament,	you	may	be	asking	 the	question,	what’s	 the	big	deal?	This	 is	what	God	
wanted	them	to	do,	but	why?	
	
Well,	 God	 has	 always	 desired	 that	 his	 people	 be	 set	 apart.	 That	 there	 be	 a	
distinguishing	mark	 upon	 them.	 That	 they	 be	 different.	 And	 circumcision	 was	 an	
outward	sign	of	inward	obedience.	It	was	a	physical	act	filled	with	spiritual	meaning.	
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It	 was	 a	 very	 important	means	 of	marking	 their	 identity	 as	 the	 people	 of	 God.	 It	
revealed	the	covenant	relationship	that	God	had	with	his	people.	Joshua	set	aside	a	
whole	day	 to	perform	mass	 circumcision.	And	 through	 that	God	was	pleased.	God	
had	 put	 in	 place	 this	 action	 of	 circumcision	 to	 demonstrate	 that	 His	 people	were	
consecrated	 and	dedicated	 to	 him.	 It	was	 his	way	 of	marking	 his	 people,	 to	 show	
that	they	were	holy.	
	
So	 this	 was	 a	 physical	 act	 but	 I	 would	 like	 to	 read	 several	 other	 passages	 of	
scripture.	 For	 several	 times	 throughout	 Old	 Testament	 the	 word	 circumcision	 is	
used	as	metaphor	for	holiness.	When	we	see	it	in	the	context	as	a	picture	of	holiness	
we	get	 a	better	understanding	of	how	significant	 this	 action	 is	but	 also	 incredibly	
holy	our	God	is.	Let	me	start	in	Exodus.		
	

Exodus	6:12	– But	Moses	said	to	the	Lord,	“Behold,	the	people	of	Israel	
have	not	listened	to	me.	How	then	shall	Pharaoh	listen	to	me,	for	I	am	of	
uncircumcised	lips?” 

	
By	this	he	meant	that	his	speech	was	not	fit	to	guide	the	nation	of	Israel.	He	knew	
that	he	was	just	an	ordinary	guy	and	was	asking	the	question,	“Why	would	anyone	
follow	me?”	I	am	a	man	of	unclean	lips.	
Let’s	look	at	another	passage	speaking	uncircumcised	ears,	
	

Jeremiah	6:10	–To	whom	shall	I	speak	and	give	warning,	that	they	may	hear?	
Behold,	their	ears	are	uncircumcised,	they	cannot	listen;	behold,	the	word	of	
the	LORD	is	to	them	an	object	of	scorn;	they	take	no	pleasure	in	it.	
	

Jeremiah	 is	 crying	 out	 to	 the	 Lord	 in	 that	moment	 because	 the	 people	 that	 he	 is	
addressing	have	ears	unfit	to	hear	God’s	Word.	He	could	speak	everlasting	truth	to	
them	all	day	long	and	they	will	still	reject	it.	They	don’t	ears	to	hear	what	God	has	
said.	 And	 Jeremiah	 would	 prophesy	 a	 couple	 of	 chapters	 before	 this	 that	 they	
needed	to,	
	

Jeremiah	4:4	–Circumcise	yourselves	to	the	Lord;	remove	the	foreskin	of	
your	hearts,	O	men	of	Judah	and	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem;	

	
A	 circumcised	 heart	 referred	 to	 the	 human	 intellectual-emotional-spiritual	 realm,	
where	decisions	were	made,	as	able	to	participate	in	God's	covenant.	It	was	a	call	to	
radical	spiritual	surgery	where	the	spirit	was	broken,	 the	heart	was	open,	and	the	
will	 was	 submissive	 to	 God.	 It	 provided	 the	 true	 identity	 of	 God's	 people.	 So	
circumcision,	whenever	 it	was	mentioned	and	physically	carried	out,	 it	was	a	way	
that	the	people	of	God	would	represent	God	to	the	world.	But	also	circumcision	is	a	
call	to	personal	holiness	before	God.			
	
God’s	 call	 to	 personal	 holiness	 was	 not	 something	 that	 was	 reserved	 for	 the	 Old	
Testament,	it	is	what	He	is	calling	you	towards	today.	But	we	need	to	be	careful	that	
we’re	 not	 simply	 pursuing	 the	 marks	 of	 holiness,	 but	 that	 our	 lives	 have	 been	
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changed	from	the	inside	out.	For	 if	we’re	not	careful	our	 lives	will	end	up	just	 like	
the	Israelites	who	died	in	the	wilderness.		
	
They	had	the	marks	of	holiness;	they	were	circumcised.	You	can	have	all	the	marks	
of	 the	 people	 of	 God	 but	 lack	 the	 sincere	 response	 of	 the	 people	 of	 God.	 You	 can	
experience	 the	 exodus	 from	 Egypt,	 eat	 the	manna	 from	 heaven,	 drink	water	 that	
flows	out	of	a	rock,	and	yet	still	remain	in	unbelief.	To	put	that	in	todays	terms,	you	
could	be	in	attendance	at	church	every	Sunday;	not	just	be	involved	in	ministries	but	
lead	ministries;	 you	 could	 spend	 time	 reading	 your	 Bible	 on	 a	 regular	 basis;	 you	
could	go	on	a	missions	trip	to	the	furthermost	parts	of	the	world…	you	could	do	all	
of	 that	 and	 still	 have	 a	heart	 that	 is	not	 changed	and	distinct	 from	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
world.		
	
All	 of	 those	 things	 are	 good	 and	we	 celebrate	 those	 actions.	 But	 the	 heart	 of	 the	
matter	 is	 the	 heart.	 It’s	 not	 going	 through	 a	 set	 group	 of	 motions.	 Your	 actions	
should	 change	 because	 there	 has	 been	 an	 inward	 transformation	 that	 has	 taken	
place.	 If	you	have	placed	your	faith	 in	 Jesus	Christ,	God	has	given	you	a	new	heart	
and	 has	 placed	within	 you	 a	 new	 spirit.	 He	 has	 removed	 your	 heart	 of	 stone	 and	
given	you	a	heart	of	flesh	that	is	in	pursuit	of	holiness.	
	
And	God	 calls	 all	 of	 his	 people	 to	 holiness	 today.	Holiness	 is	 not	 reserved	 for	 the	
spiritual	 elite	 or	 those	 who	 have	 known	 God	 for	 a	 really	 long	 time.	 It’s	 a	
commitment	to	God	that	results	 in	a	 life	that	 is	distinct	from	the	rest	of	the	world.	
You	see,	we	represent	 the	 likeness	of	 Jesus	Christ	 to	a	watching	world.	And	when	
people	look	at	you,	they	should	see	something	different,	for	you	are	called	to	be	holy.		
	
The	apostle	Peter	wrote	it	like	this,	
	

“but	as	he	who	called	you	is	holy,	you	also	be	holy	in	all	your	conduct,	since	it	
is	written,	“You	shall	be	holy,	for	I	am	holy.”	–1	Peter	1:15-16	
	

We	have	been	commanded	to	live	a	holy	life,	for	we	serve	a	holy	God.	Someone	once	
said,	 “We	may	choose	a	married	 life	or	a	 single	 life,	but	 is	not	 left	 to	us	 to	choose	
whether	or	not	we	live	a	holy	life.”	Holiness,	to	be	different,	to	be	set	apart,	it	is	not	
an	option.	It	is	mandatory.	It	is	what	marks	as	followers	of	God.	
	
But	what	does	 it	 really	 look	 like	 to	be	different	and	set	apart	 from	 the	 rest	of	 the	
world?	Well,	let	me	give	you	two	distinctions	of	the	holy	life.	
	
One,	We	Must	 Think	Differently.	To	be	different	begins	with	 the	preparation	of	
our	minds.	There	should	be	an	eagerness	within	us	to	prepare	our	minds	for	a	life	of	
holiness.	
	
For	 example,	 in	 high	 school	 I	 played	 a	 lot	 of	 football.	During	our	 season,	 our	 first	
practice	of	the	week	would	always	take	place	late	Sunday	afternoon.	But	it	wasn’t	a	
practice	 in	 the	 sense	 where	 I	 was	 putting	 on	 the	 pads	 and	 we	 were	 working	 on	
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tackling	more	efficiently.	I	would	go	to	church	in	the	morning	and	head	over	to	that	
practice	and	not	change	out	of	my	church	clothes,	because	the	sole	purpose	of	that	
practice	was	to	prepare	our	minds.		
	
We	wanted	to	learn	from	what	had	taken	place	at	our	game	on	Friday	night	and	we	
wanted	 to	 gain	 a	 better	 understanding	 of	 how	 to	 perform	at	 our	 next	 game.	 That	
practice	was	all	about	thinking	differently.	If	we	didn’t	change	the	way	that	we	think,	
we	would	not	progress	in	the	way	that	we	play	on	the	football	field.		
	
In	the	same	way,	holiness	begins	with	our	minds.	That’s	why	apostle	Paul	urges	us	
in	Romans	12,	
	

Do	not	be	conformed	to	this	world,	but	be	transformed	by	the	renewal	of	
your	mind,	that	by	testing	you	may	discern	what	is	the	will	of	God,	what	is	
good	and	acceptable	and	perfect.	
	

So	first,	we	must	think	differently.	But	let	me	now	give	a	second	distinction:	
	
Second,	We	Must	 Live	Differently.	 	Now	this	seems	obvious,	but	 I	don’t	want	 to	
neglect	 the	 obvious.	 The	 natural	 outgrowth	 of	 our	 right	 thinking	 is	 right	 living.	
When	we	begin	to	think	differently,	we	begin	to	 live	differently.	We	 live	a	 life	 that	
people	 notice	 for	 its	 distinctiveness	 –a	 life	 that	 represents	 Jesus	 Christ.	 But	
ultimately,	our	living	differently	isn’t	for	the	sake	of	others.	We	serve	a	holy	God.	A	
God	who	is	absolutely	perfect	and	pure	and	without	any	imperfections.		
	
And	my	greatest	desire	in	life	is	to	bring	glory	to	my	God.	I	want	a	clean	heart	not	
simply	for	the	sake	of	my	own	conscience,	but	because	I	want	to	bring	honor	to	my	
king.	I	want	to	have	pure	thoughts,	and	pure	actions,	not	because	I	want	to	impress	
you,	but	because	I	want	to	stand	before	my	Maker	someday	and	hear	from	Him,	well	
done	good	and	faithful	servant.		
	
I	want	to	live	a	holy	life	for	my	God.		
	
But	even	in	my	best	efforts,	I	know	I	am	going	to	fall	short.	I	know	that	my	intentions	
will	be	corrupted	from	time	to	time.	I	know	that	I	will	give	in	temptation	and	sin	will	
get	the	best	of	me…	But	in	those	moments	I	cling	to	the	fact	that	my	holiness	is	not	
brought	 about	 by	me	 in	 the	 first	 place,	 it	 was	 bought	 for	me	when	my	 King	was	
nailed	 to	a	 tree.	And	 I	am	so	 thankful	 that	ultimately,	my	holiness	was	a	gift	 from	
God	through	the	death	of	His	Son	Jesus	Christ.		


