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A	memory	can	be	a	very	powerful	tool.	You	think	back	to	a	certain	event	in	your	life	
and	 you	 can	 even	 be	 moved	 to	 tears	 because	 that	 memory	 has	 had	 a	 profound	
impact	on	who	are	today.	It	could	be	the	memory	of	a	receiving	a	hug	from	your	dad	
because	 in	 that	 moment	 you	 felt	 secure	 and	 genuinely	 loved.	 It	 could	 be	
remembering	 a	 conversation	 with	 a	 close	 friend	 (which	 seemed	 random	 at	 the	
moment)	but	your	mind	goes	back	there	frequently	because	that	discussion	altered	
how	you	go	about	your	life.	It	could	be	recalling	the	day	that	you	moved	out	of	you	
parents	home	and	you	began	the	adventure	of	being	independent	and	you	began	to	
fell	the	weight	of	being	responsible.			
	
A	memory	can	be	a	very	powerful	tool	and	if	it’s	used	correctly	it	can	shape	the	way	
we	 live	 our	 lives.	 But	 we	 have	 to	 remember	 the	 right	 things.	 That	 is	 why	 all	
throughout	 your	 Bible	 you	 will	 discover	 God	 commanding	 His	 people,	 God	
commanding	 us,	 to	 remember	 Him	 and	 His	 works.	 My	 hope	 for	 you	 is	 that	 you	
would	have	 intimate	knowledge	of	who	God	 is,	 that	you	would	know	and	 love	His	
Word	and	that	it	sinks	deep	into	your	memory.	But	also,	that	you	be	aware	of	how	
He	is	acting	in	your	midst	throughout	your	life;	that	you	could	testify	to	how	God	has	
impacted	you	 in	very	personal	way.	And	all	of	 that	culminates	 into	a	memory	that	
propels	you	forward	in	your	walk	with	God.		
	
You	 remember	 it	 so	 clearly	 that	 I	 could	 walk	 up	 and	 down	 the	 isles	 with	 a	
microphone	and	say,	 “Tell	me	what	you	remember	about	 the	work	of	God	 in	your	
life.”	 You	 would	 respond	 with	 memory	 after	 memory	 after	 memory,	 because	 the	
work	 of	 God	 has	 been	 so	 profound	 in	 your	 life.	 I	 want	 to	 challenge	 you	 today	 to	
“Remember	the	work	of	God”	because	that	is	was	the	Israelites	are	commanded	to	
do	in	Joshua	4.		
	
So	open	up	your	Bibles	to	Joshua	4	as	they’re	told	to	remember	and	then	to	tell	the	
story	of	took	place	when	God	parted	the	Jordan	River.		
	
If	you	were	with	us	last	week,	you	will	remember	that	we	saw	the	Israelites	being	
led	into	the	Jordan	River.	God	had	done	a	wonder	in	Joshua	3	where	He	parted	this	
raging	river	and	allowed	them	to	walk	through	it	on	dry	ground	to	venture	into	the	
Promise	Land	for	the	very	first	time.	This	was	a	day	that	they	were	looking	forward	
to	for	their	entire	lives.	This	is	a	day	that	they	are	to	never	forget.	They	are	to	always	
remember	the	Work	of	God	that	was	accomplished	that	day.		
	
That	 remembrance	 of	 God’s	work	 is	 not	 simply	 a	 collection	 of	 facts	 and	 data,	 but	
ought	to	revolutionize	the	way	they	live	their	lives.	So	let’s	open	our	Bibles	and	look	
at	 Joshua	4.	 If	 you	were	with	us	 last	week	 you	know	 that	 Joshua	3	 ends	with	 the	
Jordan	 river	 still	 parted	 and	 some	 of	 the	 Israelites	 are	 still	 standing	 within	 the	
riverbed	and	that	is	where	we	will	pick	it	up	by	reading	verse	one	of	Joshua	4.		
	
Read	Joshua	4:1-7	
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We	were	told	in	the	previous	chapter	that	Joshua	was	to	pick	out	twelve	men,	one	
man	as	a	representative	from	each	tribe	for	some	particular	reason,	we	weren’t	told	
in	 Joshua	3.	But	we	are	 told	here	 the	reason	why.	Each	man	was	 to	come	close	 to	
spot	where	the	priests	were	standing	with	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant	and	grab	a	large	
rock.	It	wasn’t	a	small	rock,	for	you	don’t	put	a	small	rock	up	on	your	shoulder.	I’m	
assuming	that	it	was	a	large	rock;	a	rock	that	would	not	be	easily	moved	once	it	was	
set	down.	
	
The	purpose	for	the	rocks	is	that	they	would	be	formed	into	a	memorial	on	the	other	
side	 of	 the	 Jordan	River.	 These	 12	 stones	would	 be	 organized	 in	 such	 that	 future	
generations	 would	 pass	 by	 and	 know	 that	 they’re	 not	 there	 on	 accident.	 These	
stones	 should	peak	 the	 curiosity	of	 the	 children	 that	walk	by	 so	 that	 they	ask	 the	
question,	“Hey	dad,	what	do	these	stones	mean	to	you?’		
	
These	 stones	 basically	 act	 as	 a	 mnemonic	 device	 that	 triggers	 the	 memories	 of	
moms	and	dads,	 aunts	 and	uncles,	 grandmas	 and	grandpas,	where	 they’re	 able	 to	
respond	instantly,	 “This	 is	 the	place	that	God	proved	Himself	 to	me	to	be	 faithful.”	
Where	 they’re	 not	 simply	 recalling	 a	 bunch	of	 facts,	 “You	 know	we	needed	 to	 get	
from	that	side	of	the	river	to	this	side,	so	God	parted	the	river	and	now	we’re	here	
today.”	No.	 It’s	remembering	the	details	with	concern.	 It’s	giving	the	 facts	but	also	
what	it	means	to	them	personally.	“What	do	these	stones	mean	to	you?”	
	
If	 you	 are	 a	 Sunday	 School	 teacher,	 or	 a	 Kids	 Kingdom	 teacher,	 or	 a	 parent	 or	 a	
grandparent	teach	the	Word	of	God	faithfully.	Give	the	details,	give	the	background,	
give	our	children	 the	most	accurate	view	of	 the	 infallible	Word	of	God…	but	don’t	
leave	 out	 the	 particulars	 of	 how	 our	 God,	 how	 our	 Savior	 has	 impacted	 you.	We	
don’t	 dismiss	 our	 kids	 from	 the	 service	 so	 that	 they	 can	 come	back	 to	 us	 later	 as	
Bible	 Jeopardy	 champions.	We	want	 to	 impact	 their	 intellect	 but	we	 also	want	 to	
impact	their	heart.	We	want	them	to	have	a	deeper	understand	of	their	Bibles	and	of	
God,	and	I	believe	that	is	done	most	powerfully	as	we	are	transparent	with	how	that	
same	lesson	that	they’re	being	taught	is	impacting	us	as	well.		
	
On	the	banks	of	the	Jordan	River	they	were	to	give	the	details	but	they	were	to	make	
it	personal	as	well.	Parents	were	to	have	an	answer	ready	where	they	could	go	into	
detail	about	how	they	watched	from	a	distance	as	the	ark	of	covenant	made	its	way	
to	the	banks	of	the	river	and	God	amazingly	parted	the	water	before	their	eyes.	God	
showed	his	power	that	day.	God	proved	to	be	faithful	that	day;	that	when	God	makes	
a	promise	we	can	be	confident	that	He	will	fulfill	it.		
	
That’s	a	memory	that	should	be	brought	to	their	minds	consistently	and	then	talked	
about	 routinely.	Well,	 let’s	 keep	 reading	 as	 they’re	 still	 in	 the	midst	 of	 the	 Jordan	
River.		
	
Read	Joshua	4:8-9	
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We	see	Joshua	actually	sets	up	a	memorial	in	the	midst	of	the	river.	We	don’t	really	
know	 why	 since	 there’s	 no	 explanation	 that	 is	 given	 to	 us.	 Perhaps	 it	 is	 simply	
Joshua’s	 desire	 to	 be	 incredibly	 obedient	 and	 possibly	when	 the	 river	 ran	 low	 in	
other	 seasons	 that	 memorial	 could	 be	 seen	 peaking	 up	 out	 of	 the	 water.	 I’m	 not	
really	sure,	so	we	can	only	go	on	with	speculation.		
	
And	it	keeps	on	going	in	verse	10,	
	
Read	Joshua	4:10-18	
	
As	soon	as	the	priest	came	out	of	the	middle	of	the	Jordan,	God	let	the	water	go	and	
it	 came	 raging	 back	 to	 the	 place	 that	 it	 once	was.	 Take	 notice	 of	 a	 couple	 things	
within	this	portion	that	we	just	read.		
	
One,	 love	 that	 it	 tells	 us	 that	 “the	 people	 passed	 over	 in	 haste.”	 God	 told	 them	 in	
Joshua	3	 to	 follow	the	Ark	wherever	 it	went	and	 it	went	 to	 the	middle	of	a	raging	
riverbed.	They	obeyed	with	some	urgency	within	them.		
	
Also,	we	see	the	tribes	of	Reuben,	Gad	and	the	½	tribe	of	Manasseh	fulfilling	their	
promise.	If	you	remember	from	chapter	they	were	called	to	come	help	pursue	rest	
for	the	entire	nation	of	Israel	although	they	had	already	received	their	portion	of	the	
Promise	Land.	They	continue	to	fulfill	their	promise	here.		
	
Then	we	 additionally	 observe	 Joshua	 being	 exalted	 in	 the	 sight	 of	 all	 Israel.	He	 is	
without	a	doubt	God’s	man	to	lead	the	nation.		
	
And	finally,	 they	make	it	to	the	other	side	of	the	Jordan	River.	 I	don’t	exactly	what	
their	 response	was	 that	day	when	 the	waters	came	crashing	down.	Did	 they	 jump	
for	 joy	 in	 a	 great	 celebration?	Or	 did	 they	 stand	 there	 stunned	 in	 silence?	 I	 don’t	
know.	But	that’s	a	day	they	should	NEVER	forget!	 It	was	a	monumental	day	 in	the	
nation	of	Israel.		
	
Read	Joshua	19-24	
	
They’re	encamped	in	Gilgal	which	is	about	six	miles	from	Jericho.	And	this	is	a	day	
that	 they	 should	 never	 forget	 for	 what	 happened	 that	 day	 was	 far	 more	 than	
practical.	It	was	way	bigger	than	just	getting	from	one	side	to	the	other.	They	are	to	
look	back	on	 this	memory	and	KNOW	that	 their	Lord	 is	mighty,	 that	He	 is	 strong.	
That	He	is	to	be	feared.	And	to	fear	God	is	to	give	Him	wholehearted	loyalty.		
	
Your	affection,	your	trust,	your	life	is	all	to	be	placed	within	the	hands	of	God.	He’s	
proven	Himself	to	the	Israelites	in	an	incredible	way.		
	
	
	



	

	

	
Remember	the	Work	of	God	

	
	 	

4	

	
Application:	
	
That	organized	pile	of	rocks	at	Gilgal	was	to	be	a	constant	reminder	of	the	power	of	
God	and	what	He	had	accomplished	there	at	the	Jordan	River.	Every	time	that	they	
saw	 it	 their	 memory	 was	 to	 be	 refreshed	 of	 what	 took	 place.	 Remembering	 is	
critical.	That	 is	why	you	will	 find,	not	 just	here,	 but	 all	 through	out	 scripture	God	
commanding	His	people	to	remember.	That	you	are	to	bringing	to	your	mind	on	a	
constant	basis	 that	God	 is	 in	 control,	 that	He	 is	 a	 faithful	God,	 that	He	 is	 a	God	of	
incomprehensible	love,	that	He	is	God	of	absolute	perfection	and	holiness,	that	He	is	
rich	in	grace	and	overflowing	with	mercy…	and	I	could	keep	going	on.	But	when	we	
remind	ourselves	of	that,	we	are	compelled	to	move	forward	faithfully.	
	
“What	is	the	Danger	of	forgetting?”	
	
But	on	 the	 flipside,	when	we	 forget,	when	we	 forget	who	God	 is	and	what	He	has	
done,	 everything	 falls	apart.	 I	 can	give	you	a	 lot	of	 examples	how	but	 let	give	you	
three	dangers	of	 forgetting	the	work	of	God.	And	I	say	danger	 for	a	reason	for	 the	
pitfalls	 of	 failing	 to	 bring	 to	 your	 mind	 who	 God	 is	 and	 what	 He	 has	 done	 are	
immeasurable.	
	
One	of	those	dangers	is…	
	
The	first	one	 is	self-centeredness.	 If	you’re	not	 living	with	the	persistent	reminder	
that	God	is	the	one	who	is	to	be	worshipped,	you	are	left	with	no	higher	plans	than	
to	live	for	you.	You	see	it	all	the	time.	It’s	noticeable	in	the	crankiness	of	a	baby,	the	
rebellion	of	a	little	boy,	the	defiance	of	a	teenager,	the	demands	of	a	bride,	and	the	
grumpiness	of	an	older	man.	It’s	you	living	for	you.	Where	all	of	life	comes	down	to	
your	wants,	your	needs,	and	your	feelings.		
	
When	we	forget	that	we	are	to	be	living	for	God’s	glory,	we	start	to	live	for	our	own.	
We	 become	 entitled	 to	 the	 point	where	we	 are	 angry	 or	 disappointed	 every	 time	
something	 doesn’t	 go	 our	 way	 because	 we	 believe	 we	 are	 at	 the	 center	 of	 the	
universe.		
	
I’ll	 be	 honest;	 I	 got	 angry	with	my	kids	 a	 couple	 of	weeks	 ago.	 (Don’t	 be	 fooled,	 I	
preach	 on	 Sunday	morning	 just	 as	 much	 for	 myself	 as	 I	 do	 for	 you).	 I	 got	 angry	
because	I	went	out	to	lay	down	in	my	hammock	to	rest	and	I	was	only	out	there	for	a	
little	while	when	 some	 of	my	 younger	 kids	 started	 yelling	 out	 to	me	 to	 ask	 some	
questions.	Questions	that	were	not	important.	These	were	questions	that	they	could	
have	 figured	out	on	 their	 own.	 It	was	 like,	 “Dad,	 can	 I	 play	 the	Wii?”	 I	 don’t	 care!	
“Dad,	can	I	go	out	to	the	van	to	get	my	water	bottle	that	I	forgot	in	there?”	Why	do	
you	need	to	ask	me	that?!	
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Now	I	will	say	we	did	come	up	with	a	rule,	and	you	can	Alaina	about	it.	What’s	the	
rule	while	dad	is	in	the	hammock?	Don’t	ask	questions	unless	it’s	an	emergency.		
	
Now,	I	don’t	 like	to	think	that	I’m	that	self-absorbed.	But	the	reality	 is	that	when	I	
forget	 to	 remind	 myself	 who	 God	 is,	 I	 naturally	 slide	 to	 the	 center	 and	 make	
demands	 for	 the	 world	 to	 revolve	 around	 me.	 That	 is	 one	 of	 the	 dangers	 of	
forgetfulness;	self-centeredness.	
	
Second,	 is	 discontent.	 In	 your	 forgetfulness	 of	 God	 you	 will	 struggle	 with	
discontentment.	 The	people	 in	 your	 life	 aren’t	 in	 your	 life	 for	 the	 sole	 purpose	 of	
making	you	content	and	happy.	The	world	around	you	wasn’t	designed	to	perform	
at	your	requests.	Things	don’t	stop	and	start	based	on	your	desires.	True	and	lasting	
contentment	only	comes	from	living	for	something	bigger	than	you.		
	
How	many	 times	 have	we	 told	 ourselves,	 if	 I	 just	 had	 this	 one	 thing,	 than	 I’ll	 be	
happy?	Then	I’ll	be	satisfied.	And	then	you	get	that	one	thing;	a	new	phone,	a	new	
car,	you	get	to	sleep	in	on	a	Saturday,	or	you	get	some	time	off	to	pursue	one	of	your	
hobbies…	you	get	what	you	want.	But	then	how	long	does	 it	 take	before	you	want	
something	else	or	you	want	to	do	the	same	thing	over	again?	It	is	so	easy	to	become	
discontent,	not	because	we	have	a	need	problem	but	because	we	forget	who	God	is	
and	that	it	is	in	Him	that	we	find	pleasure	and	satisfaction.	 
	
Read	the	book	of	Ecclesiastes	sometime.	It	was	written	by	King	Solomon,	who	had	
every	 luxury	 the	world	 had	 to	 offer	 and	 yet	 he	 opens	 the	 book	writing	 “vanity	 of	
vanities!	All	 is	vanity.”	Everything	 is	vain	and	empty,	all	 is	 futile.	You	see,	you	can	
have	everything,	but	if	you	lose	sight	of	the	fact	that	God	is	the	one	in	whom	we	find	
contentment,	 you	 will	 wander	 aimlessly	 through	 life	 disappointed.	 Because	
contentment	is	not	found	in	the	things	of	this	world,	it’s	found	in	God.		
	
It’s	extremely	dangerous	to	forget	that!	[pause]	Well,	let	me	give	you	one	reason	why	
it’s	dangerous	to	forget	the	work	of	God.	
	
Third,	you	will	be	afraid.	The	only	thing	that	has	the	power	to	defeat	our	fear	in	the	
world	is	our	fear	of	God.	Only	when	the	marvelous	fear	of	God	rules	your	heart	will	
you	be	free	off	all	the	little	fears	in	life	that	chip	away	at	your	heart.	When	you	are	
constantly	 reminded	 of	 the	 magnitude	 of	 God’s	 power	 and	 authority	 and	 are	
astonished	by	the	fact	that	He	exercises	His	power	for	His	glory	and	your	good,	then	
you	will	be	freed	from	all	the	anxieties	that	make	you	timid	and	rob	you	of	joy.		
	
But	when	you	forget,	you	are	motivated	by	fear,	worry,	dread,	and	anxiety.	We	start	
to	make	decisions,	 not	 founded	 in	our	 trust	 in	God,	but	motivated	by	what	 seems	
safest.	You	think	back	to	Joshua	1	when	the	Lord	told	him	repeatedly	to	“be	strong	
and	 courageous,”	 that	 would	 only	 be	 accomplished	 if	 he	 repeatedly	 reminded	
himself	 of	 the	 strength	 and	 of	 the	 faithfulness	 of	 his	 God.	He	was	 to	 never	 forget	
that!		
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Let	me	 give	 you	 just	 a	 little	more	 proof	 to	 just	 how	 dangerous	 it	 is	 to	 forget	 the	
things	of	God.	
Read	Judges	2:6-10	
	
Verse	10,	 is	one	of	 the	 saddest	verses	you’ll	 ever	 read.	 Joshua	dies	along	with	 the	
generation	 that	walked	 through	 the	 Jordan	River	on	dry	ground.	 “And	 there	arose	
another	generation	after	them	who	did	not	know	the	Lord	or	the	work	that	he	had	
done	for	Israel.”	The	ink	isn’t	even	dry	on	the	page	telling	us	of	Joshua’s	death	when	
it	tells	us	everyone	has	forgotten	the	work	of	the	Lord.	They	didn’t	know	the	Lord.		
	
Those	 rocks	 that	 had	 been	 raised	 upon	 the	 shoulders	 of	 the	 men	 of	 Israel	 and	
brought	up	out	of	the	Jordan	River	to	be	a	reminder	for	generations	to	come	of	how	
mighty	our	God	is,	and	how	He	is	the	One	to	be	feared	forever,	became	nothing	more	
than	 just	a	pile	of	rocks.	No	one	was	telling	the	story	of	what	took	place	there.	No	
one	was	saying,	“This	is	what	my	God	did	for	me.	No	one	was	telling	the	story	that	
this	 is	 the	 place	 where	 God	 showed	 up	 in	 a	 huge	 way	 in	 our	 lives.	 No	 one	 was	
gathering	the	next	generation	to	say	son,	daughter,	grandchild,	friend,	let	me	tell	you	
about	the	greatness	of	my	God.	He	has	changed	my	life	and	I	plead	with	you	to	fear	
Him	and	 follow	Him	 forever.	 I	 am	not	disappointed	 in	my	God,	 for	He	has	 always	
been	faithful.”		
	
This	was	not	 a	 conversation	 that	was	being	had	 and	 the	next	 generation	 “did	not	
know	the	Lord	or	the	work	that	he	had	done	for	Israel.”	This	makes	me	want	to	cry.	
That	it’s	possible	for	God	to	do	such	amazing	things	in	the	midst	of	a	nation	and	for	
the	 next	 generation	 to	 be	 ignorant	 of	 it.	 This	 is	 sad	 and	 ought	 to	 be	 a	 startling	
warning	for	all	of	us.		
	
We	cannot	 stay	silent	about	 the	 things	of	God.	We	need	 to	 remember	 the	work	of	
God	for	our	own	sake,	but	also	for	the	benefit	of	the	next	generation.	I	am	confident	
of	the	fact	that	there	are	people	in	this	room	today	that	love	Jesus	Christ	and	their	
lives	have	been	 changed	by	 the	good	news	of	 the	 gospel.	 You	have	had	your	 eyes	
opened	to	the	depths	of	your	own	sin	and	embraced	the	free	gift	of	God’s	grace	that	
has	 been	 extended	 to	 us	 through	 the	 death	 of	 Christ	 on	 the	 cross…	 I	 know	 that,	
because	I	have	had	conversations	with	you	about	that.		
	
But	does	the	generation	that	 is	coming	after	you	know	that?	Have	you	gathered	in	
your	kids	or	grandkids	and	 said	 this	 is	what	 Jesus	means	 to	me?	And	 if	 you	don’t	
have	kids	of	your	own,	that’s	fine	too.	If	you’re	in	your	80’s,	or	70’s,	or	30’s	or	20’s,	
or	 you’re	 a	 teenager…	 there	 is	 always	 someone	 behind	 you	 in	 age	 that	 you	 can	
pursue	with	the	gospel.	That	you	can	tell	them	your	story,	your	testimony,	that	the	
gospel	is	not	something	that	is	abstract,	but	the	work	of	God	has	been	demonstrated	
to	you,	in	real	and	personal	ways.		
	
I	want	to	give	you	a	very	practical	encouragement	to	do	this	week.	Last	week	we	had	
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an	 insert	 in	 the	 bulletin	 that	 we	 called	 “The	 Summer	 Challenge.”	 One	 of	 the	
challenges	 that	 I	 ask	 all	 of	 you	 do	 is,	Answer	 the	 question:	Why	 is	 Jesus	 Christ	
significant	 in	my	 life?	Write	 it	 out	 for	 your	own	benefit	 but	also	 for	 the	benefit	 of	
future	generations	to	see.  

Once	you	finished	that,	share	 it	with	other	people.	Don’t	 just	assume	that	 the	next	
generation	is	going	to	know	the	work	of	God.	Don’t	just	let	the	pastor,	and	the	youth	
leaders,	 and	 the	 Sunday	School	 teachers	 and	 the	 Small	Group	 leaders	be	 the	ones	
who	teach	and	reflect	on	the	work	of	God.	But	let	the	work	of	God	be	continually	on	
your	lips	as	well.		
	
Your	memory	can	be	a	very	powerful	tool	in	the	hands	of	God.	God	is	worthy	of	our	
worship.	 God	 is	worthy	 of	 our	 praise.	We	may	we	 too	 continue	 to	 remember	 the	
work	of	God	“so	that	all	the	peoples	of	the	earth	may	know	that	the	hand	of	the	Lord	
is	mighty,	that	you	may	fear	the	Lord	your	God	forever.”		


