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If	you	have	your	Bibles	this	morning,	please	open	them	up	to	Joshua	3.	We	are	in	the	
midst	of	a	series	 that	 is	walking	through	this	book	and	observing	the	 Israelites	on	
their	 journey	 towards	 the	Promise	Land.	This	passage	 that	we	have	before	us	 this	
morning	shows	us	the	Israelites	as	they	are	Facing	 the	Unknown	 (that	is	also	the	
title	 of	 our	 message	 this	 morning).	 They	 have	 come	 out	 of	 Egypt.	 They	 have	
wandered	 through	 the	 wilderness.	 There’s	 been	 a	 lot	 of	 talk	 about	 entering	 into	
Canaan,	which	 is	 the	Promise	Land.	But	here	 they	are	on	 the	shores	of	 the	 Jordan	
River	looking	to	get	to	the	other	side	to	the	Promise	Land.	And	although	the	Promise	
Land	 is	 an	exciting	 fulfillment	of	 a	 covenant	 that	God	had	made	years	before,	 this	
was	new	ground	to	 them.	This	was	a	new	difficulty,	and	new	series	of	events	 that	
were	going	to	take	place	in	their	lives.	Without	a	doubt,	they	would	need	to	trust	the	
Lord	with	what	lies	ahead,	because	they	don’t	know	what	is	ahead	of	them.		
	
So	we’re	going	to	study	chapter	3	today	and	my	hope	for	you	is	that	you	would	grow	
in	your	trust	of	the	Lord.	That	as	we	look	at	the	lives	of	the	Israelites	that	you	would	
be	reassured	that	regardless	of	what	you’re	facing,	no	matter	what	type	of	changes	
lie	ahead	 for	you,	whether	 the	days	ahead	 look	very	clear	or	 they	 look	completely	
unknown,	that	you	also	would	be	able	to	walk	forward	with	a	greater	dependency	
on	the	Lord.	You	see	the	Christian	life	is	a	walk	of	faith.	If	you	have	believed	in	Jesus	
Christ,	you	need	to	remind	yourself	that	you	are	not	in	control	of	everything.	You’re	
not	even	 in	 control	of	most	 things.	And	 that’s	OK.	You	don’t	need	 to	be	 in	 control	
because	you	trust	in	the	Lord	of	all	the	earth	who	has	power	over	everything.	
	
To	the	Israelites	in	Joshua	3,	God	puts	His	power	on	display	so	that	they	would	have	
absolute	confidence	and	in	trust	 in	the	Lord	no	matter	what	they	face	 in	 life.	They	
are	Facing	 the	Unknown…	but	 the	Lord	 is	 in	 their	midst	 and	 they	 can	 follow	Him	
wherever	He	may	lead.		
	
Read	Joshua	3:1-6	
	
The	 Israelites	had	been	encamped	 in	Shittim	for	a	period	of	 time	and	we	see	here	
that	they	finally	arrive	to	the	Jordan	River	and	set	up	camp.	Let	me	tell	you	a	little	bit	
about	 the	 Jordan	River	because	 I	 imagine	 that	most	of	 the	 Israelites	arrived	 to	 its	
shores,	took	a	look,	and	saw	that	it	was	going	to	be	daunting	task	to	get	to	the	other	
side.		
	
You’ll	 see	 later	on	 this	 chapter	 that	 they	arrived	 to	 the	 river	when	 it	was	at	 flood	
stage.	When	the	river	was	 its	normal	 levels,	 it	would	range	 from	90	to	100	 feet	 in	
width.	But	when	the	valley	was	flooded,	the	river	could	expand	from	200	yards	all	
the	way	up	to	a	mile	wide.	Then	you	talk	about	the	depth	of	the	river;	it	some	places	
it	was	3	feet	deep	but	then	it	could	range	up	to	12	feet	deep.	Then	you	throw	on	top	
of	 that	 the	 river	was	moving	along	pretty	quickly.	Let	me	show	a	video	clip	 that	 I	
found	of	the	Jordan	River.	(Show	Video).		
	
They’ve	been	 talking	about	 crossing	 the	 Jordan	River	 for	a	while	now.	But	no	one	
has	 said	 how	 they’re	 going	 to	 do	 it.	 The	 men,	 the	 women,	 the	 children,	 all	 their	
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possessions,	which	includes	their	livestock	are	going	to	have	to	cross	over	this	river	
somehow.	Even	in	these	opening	verses,	there’s	no	explanation	to	put	their	minds	at	
ease.	How	they’re	going	to	get	across	the	river	is	unknown.	But	they	don’t	need	to	
concern	themselves	with	that	for	God	has	that	under	control.		
	
They	 have	 no	 need	 to	 focus	 on	 the	 river;	 instead	 they’re	 given	 a	 couple	 of	
instructions	that	they	need	to	follow.		
	
First,	is	to	follow	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant	of	the	Lord.	This	is	the	first	time	the	ark	is	
mentioned	in	the	book	of	Joshua,	but	within	this	chapter	as	we	continue	to	read	it;	
you	will	notice	that	it’s	hard	to	lose	sight	of	as	it’s	mentioned	10	different	times.	The	
ark	 is	one	of	 the	most	significant	possessions	of	 the	Israelites	as	 it	symbolized	the	
God’s	presence	with	them.	Within	the	ark,	 there	were	three	objects	 that	represent	
Israel’s	relationship	with	God.	It	contained	1the	tablets	of	the	Ten	Commandments,	
2Aaron	the	high	priest’s	staff,	and	3a	jar	of	manna.		
	
They	didn’t	know	how	they	were	to	cross	the	Jordan	River;	they	just	knew	that	they	
had	to	keep	an	eye	on	the	ark.	And	they	were	to	stand	back	2,000	cubits,	which	is	a	
little	 over	 1,000	 yards	 away.	 Now,	 there	 is	 a	 majestic	 holiness	 about	 the	 Lord’s	
presence	signified	in	the	ark,	but	distance	given	here	seems	to	be	more	of	a	practical	
purpose	 than	 for	 reverence.	 If	everyone	was	going	 to	be	able	 to	see	 the	ark	as	 the	
Levitical	priests	carried	it	out	of	the	camp,	people	couldn’t	bunch	up	and	get	really	
close	to	the	priest.		
	
If	a	large	group	of	people	gathered	closely,	only	the	first	few	rows	of	people	would	
have	witnessed	what	took	place	that	day.	So	it	was	important	for	them	to	keep	their	
distance	for	the	purpose	of	observing	the	Lord’s	work	but	also	so	they	would	know	
which	way	to	go.	They’re	not	simply	following	after	the	person	that	is	right	in	front	
of	them.	They’re	following	after	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant,	which	they	would	be	able	
to	see	with	their	own	eyes.		
	
But	then	they	are	given	another	instruction…	(Read	verse	5)	
	
Second	 instruction	 that	 they’re	 given	 is	 to	 “consecrate”	 themselves.	 The	 Lord	 is	
going	to	do	a	marvelous	work	before	their	eyes	and	they	needed	to	be	prepared	to	
see	it.	The	word	“wonders”	literally	means	things	to	be	astounded	at.	God	is	going	to	
do	something	amazing	and	 it	was	 important	 that	 the	 Israelites	approached	 it	with	
the	right	attitude.		
	
There	are	several	other	times	throughout	the	Old	Testament	that	the	Lord	had	them	
consecrate/sanctify	 themselves	 in	 order	 to	 be	 prepared	 for	 the	 Lord	 to	 reveal	
Himself.	 Often	 times	 it	would	 included	washing	 their	 clothes	 and	 abstaining	 from	
sexual	relationships;	and	more	than	likely	there	would	have	been	confessions	of	sins	
as	well.	But	the	purpose	for	all	this	was	that	when	the	Lord	comes	His	people	better	
be	ready!	
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It	is	really	important	that	that	Israel	recognizes	that	what	is	about	to	happen	is	the	
Lord’s	 work;	 and	 unless	 they	 have	 a	 proper	 understanding,	 expectancy,	 and	
preparation,	they	could	see	God	at	work	and	yet	not	understand	its	true	value	and	
significance.	So	they	prepared	themselves	before	watching	the	ark	pass	before	them.		
	
Then	it	tells	us	in	verse	7	that,	
	
Read	Joshua	3:7-13	
	
I	find	it	interesting	that	the	Lord	exalts	Joshua,	but	Joshua	doesn’t	really	do	anything.	
But	the	Lord	working	in	the	midst	of	the	Israelites	testifies	to	the	fact	that	God	has	
placed	 Joshua	 in	 the	 position	 of	 leadership.	 But	 do	 not	 be	 mistaken,	 it	 is	 God’s	
initiative	and	it	is	God’s	work.	Joshua’s	claim	to	power	does	not	rest	on	anything	he	
has	accomplished.	It	rests	on	what	God	has	accomplished	at	the	Jordan	and	on	the	
obedience	of	Joshua.		
	
And	 in	 the	days	ahead	as	 the	 Israelites	are	marching	 through	Canaan	claiming	 the	
land	 that	 God	 has	 given	 to	 them,	 they	will	 be	 able	 to	 look	 back	 on	 this	 day	with	
absolute	certainty	that	God	is	with	Joshua	no	matter	how	long	or	hard	the	journey	
becomes.	 God	 knew	 how	 vital	 his	 people’s	 opinion	 of	 Joshua	 would	 be	 for	 the	
upcoming	wars	in	Canaan.	If	the	people	didn’t	trust	Joshua	or	didn’t	believe	that	he	
was	God’s	 chosen	 leader	 of	 the	 Israelites,	 there	would	have	been	mass	 chaos	 and	
confusion	amongst	the	camp.	So	for	that	reason	God	dammed	up	the	river,	as	well	as	
placed	his	seal	of	approval	upon	his	man,	upon	Joshua.		
	
But	 then	 Joshua	makes	 a	 point	 to	 draw	 everyone’s	 attention	 back	 to	 the	 Lord.	 In	
verse	10	he	 says,	 “Here	is	how	you	shall	know	that	the	living	God	is	among	you	and	
that	 he	 will	 without	 fail	drive	 out	 from	 before	 you	 the	 Canaanites,	 the	 Hittites,	 the	
Hivites…”	and	he	goes	on	to	give	a	short	list	of	the	people	who	are	currently	dwelling	
in	 the	 land.	 These	people	 are	 not	 serving	 the	 living	God;	 they	 are	 not	 serving	 the	
Lord	of	all	the	earth.	But	on	the	contrary	are	serve	false	gods	of	their	own	making.		
	
So	he	 tells	 Israel	 to	pay	attention,	 like	a	 coach	giving	his	 team	a	pep	 talk	before	a	
game,	Joshua	holds	a	rally	before	all	of	Israel	and	says	that	we’re	walking	across	that	
Jordan	River	and	no	one	 is	going	 to	stop	us	because	 the	 living	God	 is	on	our	side!	
That	brings	us	to	verse	14	where	they	actually	set	foot	into	the	Jordan	River.	
	
Read	Joshua	3:14-17	
	
Several	 things	I	want	to	point	out	 in	regards	to	these	verses.	Remember,	all	of	 the	
people	 Israel	have	 their	 eyes	 set	 on	 the	Ark	of	 the	Covenant	 as	 the	priest’s	heads	
towards	this	raging	river	and	there	has	to	be	this	anticipation	of	“What	is	going	to	
happen?”	 The	 river	 is	 overflowing	 and	 is	 flowing	 fast.	 But	 God	 is	 going	 to	 do	
something	amazing!!	Today	is	the	day	that	the	Lord	will	do	wonders	among	us!	
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Well,	as	soon	as	the	priest	take	a	step	into	water,	the	river	stops	flowing	and	rises	up	
in	 a	 heap	 by	 a	 city	 called	 Adam.	Most	 commentaries	 state	 that	 Adam	 is	 18	 or	 19	
miles	away.	Everything	stopped	flowing	down	to	the	Salt	Sea,	which	is	referred	to	in	
the	New	Testament	as	the	Dead	Sea.	God	has	just	put	his	power	on	display	for	all	of	
Israel	 to	 take	 notice	 of.	 And	 they	 head	 towards	 the	 Jordan	 and	walk	 across	 it	 on	
completely	dry	ground.		
	
Which	 is	 also	 extraordinary!	This	 is	 a	 riverbed	 that	 just	had	 raging	water	 flowing	
through	 it	 and	 it’s	 not	 mucky	 or	 muddy.	 It’s	 completely	 dry.	 I	 can’t	 even	 walk	
through	my	back	yard	right	now	after	it	 lightly	rains	on	dry	ground	because	it	has	
some	low	spots.	And	they	were	in	a	riverbed.		
	
This	 is	a	marvelous	act	of	God’s	power	 that	 the	 Israelites	witnessed	 that	day.	And	
just	like	Joshua	had	said	back	in	verse	10,	by	this	“you	shall	know	that	the	 living	
God	is	among	you	and	that	he	will	without	fail	drive	out	from	before	you	the	
Canaanites,	 the	 Hittites,	 the	 Hivites,	 the	 Perizzites,	 the	 Girgashites,	 the	
Amorites,	 and	 the	 Jebusites.”	There	 is	a	certain	rationale	behind	this	promise.	 If	
the	Lord	can	tame	a	raging	river,	he	can	also	fend	off	attacking	Amorites.	If	He	can	
stop	up	the	Jordan,	he	can	destroy	the	Jebusites.	If	the	Lord	can	get	you	into	the	land,	
He	can	definitely	give	you	the	land.		
	
This	text	puts	the	power	of	God	on	display.	And	I	hope	that	this	text	impresses	upon	
you	 the	 sufficiency	 of	 our	God.	 That	God	 is	 not	merely	 a	 three-letter	word	 of	 our	
Christian	jargon;	that	He’s	not	merely	the	honorary	leader	of	our	club,	but	He	is	the	
living	 God	 who	 works	 and	 is	 involved	 and	 saves	 and	 rescues	 and	 counsels	 His	
people	in	all	of	our	difficulties.	He	is	indeed	the	Lord	of	all	the	earth.	That	regardless	
of	what	we’re	facing,	we	can	trust	God.		
	
With	the	time	that	we	have	remaining	before	we	take	communion	together,	I	would	
like	to	give	you	some	specific	ways	to	take	encouragement	from	this	passage.	
	
First,	The	Lord	 leads	you	 to	your	current	 location.	A	higher	power	 than	your	own	
has	led	you	to	your	present	place.	The	people	could	have	said,	“We	moved	from	this	
place	to	that,	and	from	that	to	the	next,	but	we	never	went	without	being	led	on	by	
the	 fiery	cloudy	pillar,	and	here	we	are	 just	at	 the	brink	of	 Jordan,	but	we	did	not	
come	here	out	of	our	own	desires—we	were	guided	here—the	Lord	Himself	went	
before	us!”	Knowing	this,	they	felt	secure	and	we	should	too.	
	
The	Lord	doesn’t	make	mistakes.	Your	path	 in	 life	 as	always	been	directed	by	 the	
faultless	wisdom	of	our	Heavenly	Father,	and	therefore	it	must	be	right.		
	
Psalm	37:23-24	–The	steps	of	a	man	are	established	by	the	Lord,	when	he	delights	
in	his	way;	though	he	fall,	he	shall	not	be	cast	headlong,	for	the	Lord	upholds	his	
hand.	
	
Psalm	31:15	–	“My	times	are	in	your	hand”	
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Our	 lives	 are	 in	 the	 hands	 of	 the	 almighty	 God	 and	He	 leads	 us	 by	 the	 hand	 into	
situations	and	places	that	we	find	ourselves	in	during	our	lifetime.	Even	when	things	
seem	frightening,	we	trust	in	the	providence	of	God.	
	
Listen	to	how	Charles	Spurgeon	puts	it,	
	

“Desperate,	 therefore,	 though	 your	 position	may	 appear	 to	 the	 eye	 of	 fear	
(you	may	be	scared	or	have	anxiety	when	facing	the	unknown),	yet	faith	knows	
that	 God	 has	 put	 you	 in	 the	 best	 possible	 position	 for	 you	 to	 be	 in	 at	 this	
moment.	 If	 it	were	 better,	 taking	 everything	 into	 account,	 for	 you	 to	 be	 in	
heaven,	today,	than	where	you	are,	you	would	be	there.	God	will	do	the	best	
possible	thing	for	His	people…	Infinite,	unspeakable,	boundless	love	arranges	
all	our	pathways,	and	infinite	wisdom	joins	in	the	decree.”	

	
The	Lord	was	not	clueless	as	to	how	the	Israelites	arrived	to	the	edge	of	the	Jordan	
River,	for	He	led	them	there.	And	the	Lord	is	not	helpless	in	your	situation	either	or	
caught	off	guard.	He	has	been	seeking	to	guide	you	every	step	of	the	way	where	His	
wisdom	is	available	to	all	who	seek	Him.			
	
Be	encouraged	by	the	reality	that	the	Lord	leads	you	to	your	current	location.	But	as	a	
side	note,	I	want	you	to	know	that	God	is	not	responsible	for	the	sin	that	assaults	your	
life	or	the	sin	that	you	choose	to	pursue.	He	can	use	it,	He	does	use	it,	but	God	is	not	the	
One	who	arranges	it.	That	is	something	that	you	and	those	who	sin	against	you	have	to	
take	responsibility	for.	For	God	leads	no	one	into	sin…	be	assured	of	that.		
	
God	 leads	 you	 towards	 what	 is	 best.	 Know	 that.	 Remind	 yourself	 of	 that	 And	 also	
remind	yourself	of	this	that	although…	
	
Second,	 your	 present	 circumstance	 may	 be	 new	 to	 you…	 it	 is	 not	 new	 to	 God.	
Everything	that	happens	today,	or	will	happen	tomorrow	is	new	to	us,	because	we	
only	live	in	the	present	moment.	And	although	we	envision	tomorrow	and	set	goals	
for	what’s	ahead,	we	have	no	certainty	of	what’s	actually	going	to	happen.		
	
Life	is	rarely	predictable	to	us	but	all	things	are	visible	to	our	God.	Tomorrow	–there	
is	 no	 such	 thing	 to	 our	 Lord.	 Yesterday	 –that	 doesn’t	 exist.	 Past,	 present,	 future…	
those	are	human	terms.	God	sees	it	all	from	the	very	beginning	to	the	very	end.		
	
Like	when	you	take	a	walk	through	the	woods,	you	can	only	see	a	little	ways	ahead	
of	you	down	the	path	ahead	of	you	and	behind	you.	And	the	same	thing	as	you	look	
off	 to	 the	 sides,	 you	 can	 only	 see	 a	 certain	 distance	 before	 the	 brush	 blocks	 your	
view.	But	if	you	were	to	get	into	an	airplane	and	fly	above,	you	would	be	able	to	see	
for	 miles	 and	 miles	 and	 miles	 every	 direction.	 You	 get	 a	 much	 larger	 picture	 of	
what’s	in	that	area.		
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It’s	 the	 same	 thing	with	 God	 as	 He	 is	 looking	 down	 at	 all	 things	 all	 at	 once.	 The	
personal	 troubles	 of	 today	 that	 are	weighing	 you	down,	 our	Heavenly	 Father	was	
aware	of	them	10,000	years	ago,	and	nothing	about	them	has	taken	Him	by	surprise!	
You	see,	the	Lord	is	never	in	a	crisis;	He	is	never	at	the	end	of	His	resources.	That	
should	 make	 us	 shout	 for	 joy	 when	 we	 are	 reassured	 with	 the	 reality	 that	 the	
infinite	God	who	created	all	 things	and	holds	all	 things	together,	never	comes	to	a	
situation	 that	 is	 too	 difficult	 for	 Him.	 Take	 confidence	 that	 although	 your	
circumstance	 may	 be	 new/unknown	 to	 you…	 this	 is	 an	 old	 and	 familiar	
circumstance	to	our	God!	
	
And	 if	 I	 could	 give	 you	 just	 one	 more	 challenge/encouragement	 to	 seriously	
consider	before	we	gather	 around	 for	 communion,	 it	would	be	 that	 you	would	be	
that	you	would…	
	
Third,	Sanctify	yourself.	Joshua	told	the	Israelites	that	before	observing	the	Lord	do	
an	 amazing	work	before	 their	 eyes,	 that	 they	needed	 to	 consecrate	 themselves	or	
sanctify	themselves.	The	Israelites	washed	themselves	with	water,	and	practiced	the	
ceremonial	rights,	which	made	them	clean,	and	prepared	them	to	observe	the	work	of	
the	Lord.	In	the	same	way,	believers	today	should	run	to	Christ	in	all	circumstances	
in	life	to	be	refreshed	and	be	made	clean	by	our	Lord.		
	
We	should	ask	for	grace	that	He	might	cleanse	us	from	the	sins	that	entangles	us	and	
for	strength	to	make	it	through	our	days.	I	wonder	if	there	are	times	where	we	miss	
out	on	seeing	the	Lord	at	work	around	us	simply	because	we	have	not	prepared	our	
hearts	 to	 see	 it.	 I	 believe	 that	 God	 is	 always	 at	work.	 He	 is	 always	moving.	 He	 is	
always	leading.	But	if	our	lives	are	not	prepared	for	that	moment…	we	miss	out	on	
what	God	is	truly	doing.		
	
We	need	to	be	prepared	to	see	God	at	work.	So	let	me	ask	you	in	a	personal	way,	did	
you	 prepare	 yourself	 today	 to	 see	 God	 at	 work	 through	 His	Word?	 I	 think	 if	 the	
beauty	and	the	splendor	of	the	living	God	never	fascinate	us	in	our	public	worship	
it’s	 because	 we	 have	 not	 prepared	 ourselves	 to	 see	 Him	 as	 such.	 (And	 this	 has	
nothing	 to	 do	 with	 my	 preaching	 but	 everything	 to	 do	 with	 the	 God	 that	 we	
proclaim).	Or	if	we	don’t	see	Him	working	in	our	ordinary	activities,	is	it	because	we	
have	not	prepared	ourselves	to	see	it	or	even	expect	it?		
	
Conclusion/Transition:	
	
If	we’re	 going	 to	 see	God	 at	work	 in	 our	 lives,	we	 need	 to	 prepare	 ourselves.	We	
need	to	sanctify	ourselves.	This	ought	to	be	a	consistent	part	of	our	lives	where	our	
hearts	are	prepared	and	we	are	dependent	on	God	to	lead	us	through	whatever	we	
may	 face,	 good	or	bad.	Every	 single	person	 sitting	 in	 this	 room	 faces	 situations	of	
uncertainty,	where	we	don’t	know	what	is	ahead.	And	it	seems	at	times	that	there’s	
a	 raging	 river	 in	 front	of	us	and	we	have	no	 idea	how	we’re	going	 to	 cross	 to	 the	
other	side.		
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But	we’re	emboldened	by	the	faithfulness	of	our	God	as	we	look	back	and	remember	
how	God	showed	up	in	a	big	way	for	the	Israelites.	Next	week	we’re	going	to	look	at	
Joshua	4	and	we’ll	 see	how	the	 Israelites	are	commanded	to	remember	what	 took	
place	at	the	Jordan	River.	They’re	to	think	back	often	on	how	God	proved	Himself	to	
be	faithful.	They’re	to	never	forget	how	God	parted	the	Jordan	River.		
	
	And	 for	 us,	 we	 are	 to	 remember	 that,	 but	 more	 significantly	 we	 are	 called	 to	
remember	 the	 life,	 the	 death,	 and	 the	 resurrection	 of	 our	 Lord	 and	 Savior	 Jesus	
Christ.	We	are	to	look	back	often.	We	are	to	remind	ourselves	of	the	faithfulness	of	
our	Savior,	that	although	we	faced	an	enormous	debt	due	to	our	sin,	something	that	
we	could	never	carry	on	our	own,	Jesus	willingly	carried	it	for	us.	And	we	celebrate	
that	this	morning	by	taking	communion.		
	


