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This	is	our	fourth	week	in	the	book	of	Joshua	and	that	brings	us	to	the	2nd	chapter.	
We’re	going	to	cover	the	entire	chapter	today.	If	you’ve	been	here	for	the	past	three	
weeks	you	know	that	 the	 first	chapter	 focused	primarily	on	 Joshua	and	the	Lord’s	
commissioning	of	him	to	lead	the	Israelite’s	into	the	Promise	Land.	Well,	in	chapter	
two,	 Joshua	 is	not	 the	main	 character.	We	will	 see	 in	 this	passage	 that	he	 sends	a	
couple	of	spies	across	the	Jordan	River	to	scout	out	the	land,	and	especially	the	city	
of	Jericho.	And	we	will	see	the	spies	return	to	him	at	the	end	of	the	chapter.	But	for	
the	most	part,	chapter	2	has	little	to	say	about	Israelite’s	leader	but	has	a	lot	to	say	
about	an	outsider.		
	
It	 focuses	 in	on	a	woman	by	the	name	of	Rahab.	She’s	a	woman	that	 is	mentioned	
several	times	throughout	the	New	Testament,	but	what	I	want	to	you	to	be	aware	of	
is	that	in	every	sense	of	the	word,	Rehab	is	an	outsider.	She’s	not	an	Israelite;	which	
means	that	she	wasn’t	born	with	the	heritage	of	being	in	the	nation	of	God’s	chosen	
people.	 She	 didn’t	 grow	 up	 fearing	 the	 only	 true	 and	 living	 God.	 And	 she’s	 a	
prostitute.		
	
She’s	an	outsider	culturally,	morally,	and	spiritually.	And	quite	honestly,	if	you	were	
to	 read	 Joshua	1	and	skip	over	 this	 chapter	and	go	right	 to	 reading	chapter	3,	 the	
story	 of	 the	 Israelites	 would	 still	 make	 sense.	 For	 Joshua	 3	 carries	 the	 narrative	
along	with	 the	 Israelites	marching	 towards	 the	 Promise	 Land.	 But	 it	 doesn’t	 skip	
over	this	chapter,	but	it	puts	the	spotlight	on	this	woman	and	her	faith	in	the	God	of	
Israel.		
	
This	morning’s	message	is	entitled	“The	Faith	of	an	Outsider.”	We	will	talk	about	
Rahab	this	morning	and	I	hope	that	you	will	be	encouraged	by	her	faith	in	God.	But	
also	I	hope	that	you	will	see	from	our	text	the	grace	and	mercy	of	our	God.	Scripture	
has	 a	 lot	 to	 say	 about	 you	 and	 how	 you	 should	 be	 living	 your	 life.	 But	 first	 and	
foremost,	it	has	a	lot	to	say	about	God	–and	I	hope	that	you	see	from	Joshua	2,	God’s	
concern	 for	 those	who	 in	 a	worldly	 sense	would	 be	 regarded	 as	 undesirable.	 But	
through	faith,	the	outsider	is	drawn	in.		
	
Read	Joshua	2:1-7	
	
We	can	see	from	the	beginning	of	our	passage,	Joshua	sending	a	couple	of	spies	into	
the	land	to	scope	things	out.	They’re	going	to	head	into	battle	and	they	need	to	be	
prepared	 for	 what’s	 ahead.	 It’s	 somewhat	 reminiscent	 of	 Numbers	 13	 where	 the	
Lord	 had	Moses	 send	 in	 representatives	 from	 each	 tribe	 into	 spy	 out	 the	 land	 of	
Canaan.		
	
But	 this	 scenario	 is	 a	 lot	 different	 in	 a	 couple	 of	 ways.	 First,	 they	 only	 send	 in	 a	
couple	 of	 men	 rather	 than	 twelve.	 Second,	 it’s	 a	 short	 mission	 where	 they’re	
exploring	a	smaller	region	and	specifically	the	city	of	Jericho.	In	Numbers	12,	those	
spies	spent	 forty	days	scoping	out	 the	 land.	These	 two	spies	will	be	back	 in	a	 few	
days.		
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These	two	men	walk	through	the	front	gate	of	the	fortified	city	of	Jericho	and	they	
find	a	place	to	stay	with	this	woman	by	the	name	of	Rahab.	And	Rahab’s	house	was	
probably	inn,	tavern,	or	possibly	a	combination	of	the	two.	This	would	have	been	a	
place	 to	 stay	 for	 anyone	who	was	 on	 a	 journey	 through	 region	 of	 the	 country.	 It	
would	make	 sense	 for	 a	 group	of	men	who	were	 spying	 out	 the	 land	 to	 stop	 in	 a	
location	like	this.	It	was	a	public	gathering	place	and	potentially	it	could	be	a	source	
to	gather	vital	information	about	the	city.		
	
I	 want	 to	 point	 out	 for	 clarity	 sake	 that	 although	 Rahab	was	 a	 prostitute,	 there’s	
nothing	in	the	passage	that	indicates	that	anything	impure	took	place	while	on	their	
visit	to	Jericho.	They	were	on	a	mission	to	carry	out	Joshua’s	orders	and	they	knew	
that	 if	 they	were	 to	 have	 success	 in	 taking	 possession	 of	 the	 land	 that	 they	must	
closely	 obey	 to	 the	 commandments	 of	 God.	 So	 you	 find	 them	 carrying	 out	 their	
assignment	with	the	highest	of	integrity.		
	
But	apparently	while	on	their	way	in	or	while	they	are	at	Rahab’s	place,	word	gets	
back	to	the	king	that	spies	are	in	the	city.	And	the	king’s	first	job	is	the	protection	of	
his	city	and	of	his	people	so	he	sent	a	message	to	Rahab	demanding	that	she	deliver	
up	the	spies.	And	this	puts	Rahab	in	a	really	difficult	spot.	
	
1Does	she	tell	the	truth,	the	whole	truth,	and	nothing	but	the	truth?	Yeah,	they’re	up	
on	the	roof.	I	hid	them	under	some	stalks	of	flax	a	little	while	ago.	2Does	she	tell	a	half-
truth?	Yeah,	they	were	here.	But	you	just	missed	them!	3Or	does	she	completely	deny	
seeing	them?	Spies?	I	have	no	clue	what	you’re	talking	about.		
	
As	you	can	see	from	our	text	that	she	tells	a	half-truth.	But	even	a	half-truth,	is	not	
the	truth.	It’s	a	lie.	But	no	one	is	going	to	deny	she	was	in	a	really	hard	situation	that	
she	had	to	make	a	choice	rather	quickly.	Does	she	hand	over	the	spies	or	does	she	lie	
in	order	to	save	their	lives?	That’s	a	hard	choice.		
	
But	 did	 she	 make	 the	 right	 choice?	 Now,	 I	 don’t	 want	 to	 dwell	 on	 this	 too	 long	
considering	that	scripture	never	rebukes	her	here	or	in	the	places	that	she’s	talked	
about	 in	the	New	Testament.	But	I	don’t	want	to	brush	over	 it	either	as	Christians	
over	the	years	have	debated	the	ethics	of	her	choice	here	of	whether	it	was	right	or	
it	was	wrong	to	lie.	So	let’s	talk	about	it	for	a	few	minutes	Christians	have	generally	
landed	on	one	of	three	positions	regarding	the	lie.		
	
The	 first	position	involves	what	many	call	“conflicting	absolutes”	or	“the	lesser	of	
two	 evils.”	 Christians	 holding	 this	 position	 argue	 that	 in	 a	 fallen	 world,	 you	 will	
sometimes	face	a	situation	if	you	do	this	one	thing	it’s	wrong,	but	if	you	choose	the	
second	option,	that’s	also	wrong.	So	in	a	case	like	that	the	Christians	obligation	is	to	
commit	the	lesser	of	two	sins.		
	
But	I	find	this	one	hard	to	align	myself	with.	If	Jesus	was	in	all	ways	tempted	as	we	
are,	and	yet	remained	sinless,	then	certainly	He	would	not	have	committed	a	lesser	
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sin	 in	order	to	avoid	a	greater	one.	 I	 think	we	have	to	cross	this	one	off	our	 list	of	
positions.		
	
The	 second	 position	 that	 some	 have	 gravitated	 toward	 has	 been	 labeled	
“hieracrchicalism.”	It’s	the	idea	that	some	values	have	a	priority	over	other	values.	
In	cases	of	conflict,	where	 it	 is	 impossible	(or	at	 least	appears	 impossible)	to	obey	
both	commands,	one	should	act	according	to	the	greater	good	and	would	be	exempt	
from	the	lower	action.		
	
So	 those	who	 hold	 this	 position	would	 say	 that	 the	 greater	 good	was	 to	 save	 the	
spies’	life	rather	than	to	tell	the	truth,	and	therefore	Rahab	did	not	sin	in	telling	the	
lie,	because	she	was	exempted	from	it	by	the	higher	standard	of	saving	the	lives	of	
the	two	Israelite	men.		
	
But	this	one	is	hard	to	follow	after	as	well	because	nowhere	in	Scripture	do	we	find	
any	evidence	that	sin	is	excused	because	someone	was	pursuing	a	action	of	greater	
significance.	 Also,	 nowhere	 in	 the	 Bible	 do	 we	 find	 an	 ordered	 hierarchy	 of	 the	
standards	of	God	where	we	can	say	with	clarity	that	this	command	or	value	of	God’s	
is	more	significant	than	this	one.	So,	this	one	needs	to	come	off	the	list	as	well.		
	
So	that	leaves	us	with	one	other	option.	
	
The	 third	 position	 is	 rather	 straightforward.	 There	 is	 no	 conflict	 here,	 the	 right	
thing	for	Rahab	to	do	is	tell	the	truth.	I’m	not	saying	that	would	have	been	the	easy	
choice	to	make.	It’s	super	easy	for	me	to	say	that	in	the	non-threatening	comfort	of	
our	church	–and	I’m	not	seeking	 to	condemn	Rahab	 for	 lying	 in	 the	heat	of	a	very	
real,	 stressful,	 and	 life-threatening	 situation	 –but	 what	 seems	 right	 according	 to	
God’s	Word	is	honesty.		
	
The	ends	do	justify	the	means.	So	how	could	Rahab	have	avoided	lying	and	protect	
the	spies?	I	don’t	know;	I	can	only	guess.	Maybe	she	simply	keeps	them	hidden	and	
refuses	 to	 answer	 any	 other	 questions	 regarding	 their	 whereabouts.	 Maybe	 she	
invites	 the	messengers	 in	and	tells	 them	they	can	have	a	 look	around	while	at	 the	
same	time	praying	that	God	would	keep	the	spies	unnoticed	by	these	men.		
	
I	don’t	know.	But	a	 lie	 is	 a	 lie.	And	we	can’t	 just	 sweep	 that	under	 the	 rug	as	 if	 it	
didn’t	 happen.	 We	 need	 to	 acknowledge	 it	 and	 learn	 to	 trust	 God	 in	 the	 most	
challenging	of	circumstances.	And	trusting	God	regardless	of	how	difficult	it	gets	is	
not	 a	 decision	 that	 is	 made	 in	 the	 moment.	 It’s	 a	 conviction	 that	 must	 be	 well	
established	long	before	a	difficult	situation	arises.		
	
So	in	the	heat	of	the	moment	Rahab	does	slip	up	here,	but	what	will	you	see	in	the	
following	paragraph	is	the	reason	why	Rahab	is	commended	throughout	Scripture.	
She	makes	it	evident	that	she	has	put	her	faith	in	God.		
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should	be	highly	commended	for	the	faith	that	she	puts	in	God	by	the	things	that	she	
says	and	also	the	things	that	she	does.		
	
Read	Joshua	2:8-24	
	
Rahab	 has	 a	 conversation	 with	 these	 men	 and	 I	 want	 to	 draw	 your	 attention	 to	
several	things	that	she	says.	First	she	talks	about	the	things	that	she	knows.	
	
“I	know	that	the	Lord	has	given	you	the	land.”	The	promise	that	the	Lord	had	made	
to	Abraham,	Isaac,	Moses	and	Joshua	has	been	made	known	in	the	land	of	Canaan.		
	
Rahab	also	says	that	she	knows	that	fear	of	Israel	has	fallen	upon	the	land	of	Canaan.	
Why	are	they	scared?	Well,	because	no	one	has	been	able	to	stand	up	against	Israel	
so	 far.	All	 the	 inhabitants	of	 the	 land	have	 just	melted	away	before	 them.	They’ve	
also	 heard	 of	 the	 amazing	 things	 that	 God	 has	 accomplished	 in	 their	 midst.	 He	
allowed	 them	 to	 cross	 the	Red	 Sea	 on	 dry	 ground.	 And	 then	 on	 another	 occasion	
when	Israel	wanted	to	pass	through	a	region	peacefully,	a	couple	kings	by	the	name	
of	 Sihon	 and	 Og	 opposed	 the	 nation.	 But	 their	 opposition	 didn’t	 stand	 a	 chance	
against	the	almighty	power	of	God.	They	were	destroyed.	
	
What	 I	 find	amazing	as	 I	 read	 this	 is	 that	at	one	period	 in	 time	on	one	side	of	 the	
Jordan	 River	 the	 Israelites	 stood	 there	 scared	 and	 afraid	 to	 cross	 over	 to	 battle	
against	Canaan.	But	at	 the	same	time	on	the	other	side	of	 the	river	the	Canaanites	
were	 melting	 away	 because	 they	 were	 afraid	 to	 battle	 against	 the	 God	 of	 the	
Israelites.		
	
They	had	heard	of	what	God	was	accomplishing	in	the	midst	of	the	Israelites.	People	
in	the	surrounding	nations	were	well	aware	of	what	God	was	doing	and	that	got	me	
thinking	 about	 our	 church.	What	 do	 people	 hear	 about	 what	 God	 is	 doing	 in	 our	
midst?	Or	at	the	very	least,	what	do	we	want	them	to	hear	that	God	is	doing	in	the	
midst	of	our	church?	We	can	think	of	a	lot	of	different	things,	but	let’s	just	narrow	it	
down	to	two.		
	
First,	that	we	have	the	words	of	eternal	life.	In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	has	a	really	
difficult	 conversation	with	 a	 large	 group	 of	 people.	 As	 a	 result,	many	 people	 turn	
away	from	following	Him.	And	Jesus	asks	his	own	disciples	if	they	want	to	leave	too.	
But	 Simon	 Peter	 responds	 by	 saying,	 “Lord,	 to	 whom	 shall	 we	 go?	 You	 have	the	
words	of	eternal	life,	and	we	have	believed,	and	have	come	to	know,	that	you	are	the	
Holy	One	of	God.”	
	
We	 live	 in	 a	 world	 that	 is	 desperate	 for	 hope.	 You	 watch	 the	 news	 and	 are	
overwhelmed	with	 stories	 on	 a	weekly	 basis	 about	 bombings,	 and	 shootings,	 and	
corrupt	 governments.	 You	 look	 at	 personal	 lives	 and	 you	 see	 drug	 abuse,	 and	
relationships	that	are	broken,	and	outright	discouragement.			
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In	the	midst	of	all	of	 that	we	know	the	One	who	has	the	words	of	eternal	 life.	 In	a	
world	that	is	desperate	for	hope,	we	know	Jesus,	who	is	the	author	and	the	sustainer	
of	life.		
	
We	don’t	gather	together	on	a	Sunday	morning	because	I’ve	got	good	stories	to	tell.	
We	don’t	come	together	in	our	small	groups	that	meet	in	various	homes	throughout	
the	week	because	we	have	nothing	 else	 to	 do.	 I	was	 listening	 to	 another	pastor	 a	
couple	of	weeks	ago	and	he	said	that	church	is	a	pretty	lame	hobby	if	you’re	not	all	
in.	We’re	not	here	because	we’re	checking	off	a	to-do	list.	We’re	here	today,	and	we	
do	 the	 things	 that	 we	 do	 as	 a	 church,	 because	 there’s	 something	 bigger	 than	
ourselves	going	on	here.			
	
I	want	people	 to	know	that	 lives	are	being	changed	here	because	of	 the	hope	 that	
can	 only	 be	 found	 in	 the	 eternal	 Son	 of	 God,	 Jesus	 Christ.	We	 have	 the	words	 of	
eternal	life	and	I	want	all	to	know	about	that.		
	
Another	thing	that	I	hope	people	hear	about	what	God	is	doing	in	our	midst	is…	
	
Second,	 that	we	 truly	 love	one	 another.	Do	you	know	how	 rare	 it	 is	 for	people	 to	
truly	 love	 one	 another?	 To	 care,	 to	 show	 compassion,	 to	 do	 something	 to	 benefit	
someone	else	without	receiving	something	in	return.		
	
You	sacrifice	 in	someway	(whether	that	be	with	your	time/energy/money)	for	the	
benefit	of	another	person,	the	typical	response	is	a	desire	to	repay	you	in	someway.	
But	what	if	they	couldn’t?	Or	what	if	our	church	became	so	frequent	and	consistent	
in	our	 love	 for	 the	people	 in	our	church	but	also	 for	 the	people	 in	our	community	
that	there	was	no	way	to	keep	an	even	tally.	That	it	became	known	that	we	have	no	
desire	to	keep	score	–we	have	received	a	supernatural	love	from	God	and	our	desire	
is	to	reflect	that	into	the	communities	in	which	we	live.		
	
On	a	very	practical	level	I	would	like	to	see	our	Small	Groups	gather	and	answer	the	
question	“Where	is	the	place	in	our	community	and	in	the	world	where	we	can	
seek	to	bless	individuals?”	I	think	as	a	church	we	need	to	become	more	organized	
in	 this,	 but	 don’t	wait	 until	 someone	 else	 puts	 something	 on	 the	 calendar.	 Gather	
your	 friends	 who	 have	 been	 impacted	 by	 the	 gospel	 and	 go	 out	 into	 the	 world	
together	to	love	people	in	very	specific	and	practical	ways.		
	
I	want	people	to	hear	that	we	truly	know	what	it	means	to	love	one	another.		
	
People	aren’t	going	to	hear	that	we’re	parting	the	Red	Sea	or	defeating	nations…	but	
they	 can	 hear	 that	 something	 supernatural	 is	 going	 on	 Cornerstone	Bible	 Church,	
that	God	almighty	 is	at	work	 in	our	midst.	For	when	people	witness	 that	 lives	are	
changed.	And	that’s	exactly	what	happened	to	Rahab.		
	
As	I’ve	said	already,	she’s	an	outsider	in	so	many	ways,	but	when	she	hears	what	the	
Lord	as	done	in	Israel,	she	is	drawn	into	the	center	
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Read	Joshua	2:11b	
	
Yes,	 Rahab	 does	 plead	 for	 her	 physical	 safety.	 She	 wants	 for	 her	 family	 to	 be	
protected	 from	harm	when	 the	 Israelites	 come	 to	 take	over	 Jericho.	And	Rahab	 is	
taking	 a	 great	 personal	 risk	 for	 she’s	 committing	 treason	 by	 renouncing	 her	 own	
nation	and	aligning	herself	with	the	Israelites.	But	she’s	not	simply	looking	out	for	
her	own	physical	safety.	
	
That	knowledge	of	what	God	has	done	in	Israel	has	moved	her	to	place	her	trust	in	
God.	 It	 wasn’t	 just	 that	 she	 knew	 the	 facts	 about	 God	 and	 she	 remained	 on	 the	
outside	looking	in.	That	knowledge	drew	her	into	the	nation	of	Israel,	into	the	family	
of	God.	For	after	Jericho	was	conquered,	she	came	to	dwell	with	the	Israelites.		
	
Look	at	what	Joshua	6	says,	
	

22	But	to	the	two	men	who	had	spied	out	the	 land,	 Joshua	said,	“Go	 into	the	
prostitute's	house	and	bring	out	from	there	the	woman	and	all	who	belong	to	
her,	as	you	swore	 to	her.”	23	So	 the	young	men	who	had	been	spies	went	 in	
and	brought	out	Rahab	and	her	father	and	mother	and	brothers	and	all	who	
belonged	to	her…	25	But	Rahab	the	prostitute	and	her	father's	household	and	
all	who	belonged	to	her,	Joshua	saved	alive.	And	she	has	lived	in	Israel	to	this	
day,	because	she	hid	the	messengers	whom	Joshua	sent	to	spy	out	Jericho.	
	

An	outsider,	 a	non-Israelite,	 a	prostitute	 came	an	dwelt	among	God’s	people.	Now	
that	 can	 be	 offensive.	 We	 say	 we	 couldn’t	 do	 that	 today.	 The	 church	 is	 for	
respectable,	clean,	middle-class	people.	But	that	is	like	saying	that	hospitals	are	for	
doctors,	nurses,	and	x-ray	machines	 instead	of	 sick	people.	Or	 it’s	 like	saying	only	
cooks	and	waitresses	belong	in	a	restaurant.		
	
So	who	does	belong	in	the	church?	Sinners.	Outsiders.	You.		
	
You	see,	 the	church	 is	not	a	 country	club	made	up	of	good	people	who	have	 their	
lives	all	put	together.	You	don’t	clean	up	your	life	and	then	come	to	God.	The	church	
is	a	refuge.	It’s	a	shelter	for	sinners	who	have	been	touched	by	the	grace	of	God.	God	
is	for	those	who	feel	like	their	on	the	outside	looking	in	and	through	faith	in	Him	we	
are	drawn	into	His	family	where	we	are	adopted	as	sons	and	daughters	of	the	most	
High	God.			
	
	
	
	


