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Spend	opening	time	in	prayer	as	a	congregation	for	2017	

§ Things	to	pray	for:	
o People	within	our	church	that	you	know	of	that	could	use	prayer	
o Our	church	
o Our	community	–people	in	this	area	and	in	every	area	are	in	need	of	the	gospel.	

Maybe	God	will	use	2017	as	a	year	where	He	will	harvest	a	number	of	souls	for	
the	Kingdom	of	God.	

o Our	country	–God	knows	the	direction	our	country	is	heading	in.	So	we	trust	in	
His	sovereignty	and	control	over	it	all.	

…	There	are	a	number	of	things	that	we	could	pray	for	and	I	want	to	give	you	that	opportunity	
to	pray.	I’ve	asked	Tim	Wilmot	to	get	us	started	and	then	after	that	I	invite	you	to	pray	as	well.		

	

I’m	amazed	at	how	fast	a	year	can	go	by!	We’ve	officially	begun	2017,	and	365	days	from	now,	
if	the	Lord	wills,	we	will	be	standing	here	once	again	amazed	at	how	fast	a	year	goes	by.	Over	
this	 upcoming	 year,	 each	 of	 you	 will	 walk	 through	 an	 enormous	 amount	 of	 different	
experiences.	There	will	probably	be	days/moments	that	you	wish	would	never	come	to	an	end.	
And	more	than	likely,	you	will	have	days/weeks,	that	you	can’t	wait	to	leave	behind	you.		

As	we	begin	this	morning,	 I	want	you	to	spend	a	 little	bit	of	time	daydreaming.	 I	want	you	to	
place	 a	 picture	 in	 your	mind	of	 2017.	 If	 you	were	 to	 look	 at	 your	 life	moving	 forward;	 think	
about	 all	 the	 events	 the	 events	 that	 you	 have	 planned	 (vacation,	 home	 improvements,	
retirement,	college,	new	job,	birth	of	a	child,	think	about	all	the	different	people	that	you	will	
interact	 with,	 some	 you	 know	 them	 really	 well	 (spouse,	 children,	 parents,	 coworkers,	
neighbors)	or	you	 just	meet	them	this	year	(new	neighbors	or	coworkers	or	a	parent	on	your	
child’s	sports	team),	and	you	think	about	your	dreams	and	goals	and	plans	for	what’s	ahead…	I	
want	you	stop	and	think	about	all	of	those	things.		

It’s	without	question	that	2017	 is	going	 to	move	along	 just	as	quickly	as	2016	did,	unless	 the	
Lord	returns,	of	course.	But	the	question	that	we	need	to	come	to	a	conclusion	on	is	how	we	
are	going	to	approach	each	and	every	day.	Are	the	plans	that	we	have,	the	interactions	that	we	
engage	 in,	 the	goals	 that	we	 set,	 are	 they	 completely	 founded	on	our	own	 ideas	or	are	 they	
dependent	on	God.			

You	see,	there	 is	a	right	and	a	wrong	way	to	approach	your	 life.	There	 is	a	right	and	a	wrong	
way	 to	 approach	 your	 upcoming	 year.	 The	 wrong	 way	 is	 to	 do	 it	 independently,	 and	many	
choose	 this	 path.	 Many	 people	 live	 their	 whole	 life	 and	 barely	 even	 pause	 long	 enough	 to	
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acknowledge	the	presence	of	God	in	their	day-to-day	actions.	I’m	talking	about	Christians	and	
non-Christians.		

The	right	way	to	go	about	life	is	by	establishing	a	Dependency	on	God.	Our	dreams,	our	goals,	
our	interactions,	the	events	of	our	entire	life	ought	to	depend	on	God.		So	go	ahead	and	open	
your	Bibles	to	James	chapter	4	where	we’re	going	to	take	a	look	at	what	James	has	to	say	about	
planning	out	our	futures	and	why	we	must	look	to	God	as	seek	to	live	in	a	way	that’s	honoring	
to	Him.	As	we	 look	at	 James	4:13-17,	 I	believe	 the	passage	points	out	3	MOTIVES	 FOR	 YOU	 TO	
DEPEND	 ON	GOD.	We	all	need	motivation	 from	time	 to	 time.	We	need	 to	be	given	 the	 reason	
why	to	change	from	doing	one	thing	to	another.	We	need	to	be	given	a	purpose	to	propel	us	
forward	 toward	 the	 right	 things	 in	 life.	 And	 James	 does	 a	marvelous	 job	 of	motivating	 us	 to	
depend	on	God	in	these	four	verses.		

	James	 is	a	very	 interesting	book.	We’re	not	 teaching	 through	the	whole	book,	so	 let	me	 just	
summarize	 it	 for	 you	 really	 quickly.	 It’s	 a	 book	 that	 deals	 a	 lot	with	 the	 practical	 and	 social	
aspects	of	Christianity.	Throughout	the	book	of	James,	he	encourages	the	reader	to	be	doers	of	
the	Word	and	not	merely	hearers	of	it.	While	although	we	are	not	saved	by	our	good	works,	for	
that	was	perfectly	and	completely	accomplished	on	the	cross	of	Christ,	we	are	saved	to	good	
works.	And	what	that	means,	is	that	Jesus	Christ	ought	to	make	a	difference	in	the	things	we	do	
and	the	things	we	say.	When	you	place	your	faith	in	Jesus,	you	begin	following	Jesus	and	as	a	
result	your	life	starts	looking	different	than	what	it	used	to	look	like.	This	is	one	of	the	earliest	
letters	 of	 the	 New	 Testament.	 As	 James	 writes	 this	 letter	 he	 is	 the	 leader	 of	 the	 church	 of	
Jerusalem	and	he’s	sending	a	letter	out	to	his	fellow	Jews,	encouraging	and	persuading	them,	
that	a	life	of	faith	in	Christ	is	lived	out	for	and	it’s	dependent	on	God.		

READ	JAMES	4:13-17	

I	told	there	were	4	motives	in	this	passage	for	you	to	Depend	on	God,	well	the	first	motive	is	
that	“The	Future	is	Unknown	to	us.”	

James	begins	by	saying,	“Come	now.”	Which	is	his	way	of	saying	listen	up	or	pay	attention	this,	
I’ve	 got	 something	 to	 say.	 Then	 he	walks	 through	 a	 scenario.	 Probably	 a	 scenario	 that	 is	 so	
common	that	it	has	been	played	out	thousands	of	times	throughout	the	centuries.	A	couple	of	
people	are	having	a	conversation	about	going	 into	business	 together.	They	obviously	need	to	
earn	a	living	to	provide	for	their	needs,	and	if	they	have	a	family,	to	meet	their	basic	needs	as	
well.		

So	 they’re	 talking	 things	 through.	 They’ve	 got	 their	 calendars	 out	 and	 they	 are	 setting	 the	
general	 time	frame	of	when	they’re	going	to	 leave.	They’ve	got	their	maps	spread	 in	 front	of	
them	 and	 they’re	 choosing	 the	 city	 they	 think	 will	 be	 most	 beneficial	 for	 setting	 up	 their	
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business.	They’ve	got	their	product	that	they	just	know	is	going	be	profitable.	I’m	not	sure	what	
they	were	selling;	maybe	they	were	selling	Amway	door	to	door	(pause),	or	maybe	they	were	
planning	a	bunch	of	pampered	chef	parties.	I’m	not	sure	what	they	were	selling,	but	they	were	
confident	enough	with	whatever	they	would	give	them	enough	of	a	profit	that	they	would	be	
able	to	return	home	in	a	year	with	money	in	the	bank.		

But	after	James	lays	out	that	scenario,	he	rebukes	them.	They’ve	come	up	with	a	plan	for	their	
year	and	all	they’re	trying	to	do	is	provide	for	their	basic	needs.	But	He	criticizes	them	in	verse	
14	by	saying,	“yet	you	do	not	know	what	tomorrow	will	bring.”	So	you	have	to	ask	the	question,	
“where	did	they	go	wrong?”	Was	it	that	they	come	up	with	plan?	Does	God	not	want	us	making	
plans	in	our	life?	

Well,	 no!	 I	 don’t	 think	 God	 is	 an	 anti-planner.	 Think	 about	 the	 life	 of	 Nehemiah	 in	 the	 Old	
Testament.	 Nehemiah	was	 a	 follower	 of	 God	who	 had	 bad	 news	 delivered	 to	 him	 about	 his	
favorite	city	of	 Jerusalem.	Nehemiah	was	serving	as	a	cupbearer	 several	hundred	miles	away	
when	he	was	 told	 that	 the	 city	had	been	attacked,	 the	walls	had	been	broken	down,	and	 its	
gates	have	been	destroyed	by	fire.		

This	 broke	 his	 heart.	 But	 when	 the	 king	 asked	 him	 what	 was	 needed	 to	 rebuild	 the	 city	 of	
Jerusalem,	Nehemiah	had	a	plan	and	the	king	blessed	it.	Nehemiah	knew	1how	long	he	would	
be	gone,	2he	knew	how	much	wood	he	was	going	to	need,	3and	he	knew	where	he	was	going	to	
get	it	from.	Nehemiah	had	a	plan	and	that	was	a	good	thing!	

But	the	difference	between	Nehemiah’s	plan,	and	the	scenario	that	we	are	 looking	at	here	 in	
James,	is	that	here	there	is	no	consultation	with	God.	If	you	were	to	go	back	to	Nehemiah	and	
read	through	how	things	played	out,	you	would	see	that	he	waited	on	God’s	timing	to	move,	he	
actually	 spent	 several	 months	 in	 broken	 hearted	 prayer	 before	 God,	 and	 that	 was	 before	
making	any	type	of	move	on	a	plan.	Nehemiah	was	man	that	demonstrated	such	dependence	
and	reliance	God.	

	
But	what	we	find	here	in	James	is	a	plan	of	such	certainty	that	had	no	acknowledgement	of	God	
and	His	 desires	whatsoever.	 And	 they	were	 so	 certain	 of	what	would	 take	 place	 in	 the	 year	
ahead.	They	knew	1the	time	to	leave,	2the	city	to	travel	to,	3how	long	to	be	gone,	4the	business	
that	would	take	place,	and	5that	they	would	make	a	profit.		
	
For	all	purposes	you,	you	could	call	them	practical	atheist.	While	they	may	have	been	a	couple	
of	people	who	believed	in	the	reality	of	the	eternal	God,	they	were	living	as	if	God	didn’t	exist.	
They	were	confident	in	their	plans,	but	nowhere	in	their	planning	do	you	see	them	consulting	
God.	 Nowhere	 do	 you	 see	 them	 demonstrate	 a	 heart	 that	 is	 dependent	 on	 their	 Lord.	
Everything	was	up	to	them.	Everything	was	laid	out	for	the	next	year,	and	all	the	details	were	
set	in	place,	when	in	reality	they	don’t	even	know	what	tomorrow	holds.		
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Life	is	such	a	mystery	to	us.	My	own	individual	life	is	a	mystery	to	me.	But	it’s	not	a	mystery	to	
God.	Look	what	Psalm	139	has	to	say,	
	

O	Lord,	you	have	searched	me	and	known	me!	|	You	know	when	I	sit	down	and	when	I	
rise	up;|	you	discern	my	thoughts	from	afar.	|	You	search	out	my	path	and	my	lying	
down	|	and	are	acquainted	with	all	my	ways.|	Even	before	a	word	is	on	my	tongue,		
|	behold,	O	Lord,	you	know	it	altogether.	
	

The	God	that	we	serve	is	an	omniscient	God.	He	knows	everything.	And	He	knows	everything	
that	will	actually	take	place.	There	are	no	mysteries	before	God	as	to	what	tomorrow	will	hold,	
there	are	no	mysteries	to	Him	about	what	will	take	place	over	this	upcoming	year	and	for	every	
event	beyond	 that.	And	 so,	 if	 there	 are	no	mysteries	before	God	and	 if	 the	Christian’s	 life	 is	
actually	following	after	Jesus,	there	should	be	dependency	placed	on	God	for	what’s	ahead.		

Isn’t	this	a	great	motive	for	us	to	trust	God?	You’re	uncertain	about	tomorrow,	I	don’t	have	a	
clue	what	the	next	hour	will	bring,	but	God	does!	So	we	turn	to	Him	and	depend	on	Him	with	
everything	that	we	have!	

	

Proverbs	3	encourages	us	to,	

Trust	in	the	Lord	with	all	your	heart,	|	and	do	not	lean	on	your	own	understanding.	|	In	
all	your	ways	acknowledge	him,	|	and	he	will	make	straight	your	paths.	

So	we	 turn	 to	God	and	 trust	Him,	even	when	your	nervous	about	what	 the	 future	may	hold.	
Like	when	I	went	off	to	college	there	was	a	little	bit	of	nervousness	about	what	was	ahead	for	
me.	 I	was	moving	from	western	Michigan	to	northeastern	Pennsylvania	to	go	to	a	small	Bible	
College.	 In	 the	 Fall	 of	 1999	 I	 arrived	 on	 campus	 (a	 place	 I	 had	 never	 even	 visited	 before)	 to	
move	into	my	dorm	with	a	roommate	(that	I	had	only	a	brief	telephone	conversation),	and	at	a	
school	where	I	didn’t	know	anyone	personally.		

Was	I	nervous?	Sure.	Did	I	know	what	the	next	year	held	for	me?	No,	not	really.	But	did	I	serve	
a	God	 certain	of	 the	 future?	Absolutely.	And	 I	 trusted	 that	 that	 is	where	God	had	 led	me	 to	
through	a	number	of	circumstances.	You	see,	what	 is	going	 to	happen	 in	 the	coming	years	 is	
very	vague	to	us,	the	Holy	Spirit,	through	this	letter	of	James,	is	encouraging	us	to	turn	to	the	
One	who	does	know.	So	we	trust	God	with	our	future;	we	trust	Him	with	our	business	ventures;	
we	trust	Him	our	kids,	they’re	His	to	begin	with;	we	trust	God	with	our	church.	And	I	could	go	
on	and	on	with	so	many	different	things	that	are	out	of	our	control.	But	all	things	are	within	the	
realm	of	God’s	control	and	there	are	no	mysteries	before	Him.	So	we	depend	on	God.		
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Well,	let’s	keep	moving	as	James	reveals	another	motive	to	depend	on	God;	look	at	the	second	
half	of	verse	14.	

READ	JAMES	4:14B	
	
The	second	motive	to	depend	on	God	is	because	“Life	is	Short.”		
	
James	 tells	 us	 that,	 “you	 are	 a	mist	 that	 appears	 for	 a	 little	 time	 and	 then	 vanishes.”	Other	
translations	describe	your	 life	as	a	vapor.	So,	according	to	God’s	Word,	this	 is	your	 life	 (spray	
bottle).	 It’s	here	 for	a	 little	while	and	then	 it’s	gone.	 If	you	 live	to	20	years	old,	 it	was	simply	
mist.	 If	 you	 live	 until	 your	 60,	 your	 life	 can	 be	 described	 as	 vapor.	 If	 you	 live	 until	 your	 95,	
you’ve	only	lived	for	a	little	while	and	then	you’ve	vanished.	Even	if	you	live	120	years,	your	life	
can	be	described	as	short.	 

I	probably	don’t	fully	understand	this	yet	but	I	had	a	really	difficult	time	grasping	the	concept	of	
this	when	I	was	younger.	When	I	was	going	through	my	teen	years	and	when	I	was	waiting	for	
so	many	different	things	to	happen,	like	waiting	to	get	my	driver’s	license,	waiting	to	graduate	
high	 school,	 and	 then	 waiting	 to	 get	 married,	 waiting	 to	 start	 a	 career…	 I	 felt	 like	 I	 was	
constantly	waiting	and	life	was	just	dragging	by.	But	now	it’s	becoming	more	of	reality	of	 just	
how	fast	life	zooms	by.	God	by	His	grace	is	teaching	me	just	how	short	life	truly	is.		
	
When	you	consider	the	brevity	of	 life	and	that	God	has	specifically	 laid	out	 intentions	for	you	
life,	 that	bucket	 list	 that	you’ve	created	becomes	 less	 important.	 Living	with	 the	 limited	 time	
forces	us	to	become	more	focused	on	the	things	that	truly	matter.	Every	minute	that	we	have	
on	this	earth	counts	and	we’re	called	to	be	a	faithful	steward	of	whatever	that	time	may	be.	
	
Time	is	precious.	We	are	fragile.	Life	is	short.	Every	minute	counts.	My	hope	for	you	is	that	you	
be	found	at	this	year,	and	ultimately	at	the	end	of	you	life,	as	a	faithful	steward	of	the	breath	
that	 God	 has	 given	 you.	 Listen	 to	 the	 charge	 that	 Paul	 gives	 to	 the	 believer	 in	 the	 book	 of	
Ephesians,	

Look	carefully	then	how	you	walk,	not	as	unwise	but	as	wise,	making	the	best	use	of	the	
time,	because	the	days	are	evil.	(Ephesians	5:15-16)	

Or	look	what	Paul	says	about	his	own	life,	

In	the	day	of	Christ	I	may	be	proud	that	I	did	not	run	in	vain	or	labor	in	vain.			
(Philippians	2:16)	

There	is	a	way	to	live	your	life	for	the	glory	of	God	and	to	make	the	best	use	of	your	time.	And	
there’s	also	a	way	to	live	your	life	in	vain;	to	not	take	advantage	of	the	time	that	you	have	and	
to	pursue	shallow	and	unfruitful	endeavors.	So	many	things	that	will	not	last	for	the	long	haul.	
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I	think	that	life	can	sometimes	be	compared	to	a	road	trip.	(I	think	I’ve	told	this	story	before,	but	
it’s	worth	repeating).	As	a	kid	my	family	only	flew	once	for	a	vacation;	so	the	vast	amount	of	our	
traveling	was	done	by	driving.	I	remember	one	family	vacation	driving	to	Colorado.	It	was	a	long	
trip	from	the	west	side	of	Michigan,	and	this	was	in	the	day	we	didn’t	have	electronic	devices	to	
keep	occupied.	 So	 throughout	 that	 trip	my	brothers	 and	 I	would	 fall	 asleep	 to	help	pass	 the	
time.	And	 it	didn’t	 take	too	 long	before	my	dad	began	getting	 frustrated	with	us	because	we	
were	missing	out	on	the	scenery	of	Iowa,	and	Kansas,	and	Nebraska.	

And	he	would	yell	back	from	the	drivers	seat,	“You’re	missing	it!	Wake-up,	you’re	missing	it!”	
And	I’m	thinking	to	myself,	“Missing	what?”	

Have	any	you	of	you	ever	driven	through	Kansas?	You	drive	past	a	 field	of	wheat	and	you’ve	
basically	have	seen	the	whole	the	state.		

But	at	times	I	think	we	treat	life	like	a	road	trip.	Seasons	of	our	life	can	be	monotonous,	and	just	
the	same	thing	over	and	over	again.	And	we	just	can’t	wait	to	move	onto	the	next	big	thing.	So	
we	think	to	ourselves,	whether	intentionally	or	unintentionally,	I’m	just	going	to	check	out	for	a	
little	while.	I’m	going	to	put	the	cruise	control	on	and	hopefully	I	make	it	through	rather	quickly.	

But	can	I	challenge	you	to	not	DON’LOSE	FOCUS!	Don’t	waste	the	opportunities	that	you	have.	
If	you’re	a	student	in	school,	God	has	given	you	opportunities	where	you’re	at	right	now	to	give	
glory	 to	Him.	Don’t	waste	 that	 time.	 Same	 thing	 if	 you’re	an	employee	at	 the	bottom	of	 the	
company	or	 the	employer	who	 is	 leading	 the	way.	Put	your	dependence	on	God	and	use	 the	
time	that	you	have.	And	we	could	go	on	and	on	with	examples	with	the	different	areas	of	our	
lives.		

But	as	one	of	your	Pastors,	what	I	would	like	for	you	to	do	is	sit	down	sometime	and	evaluate	
the	things	in	your	life	that	will	last.	Evaluate	is	worthy	of	your	resources,	think	through	what	is	
worthy	of	your	energy	and	especially	of	your	time.	Once	you’ve	spent	considerable	time	talking	
it	through	with	God	in	prayer	and	you’ve	come	to	some	conclusions,	pursue	those	things	with	
greater	intention.	

There	is	no	guarantees	about	the	length	of	your	life,	so	don’t	wait.	Depend	on	God	now	and	
then	start	moving	forward.		

There	 is	a	great	need	within	all	of	us	to	Depend	on	God.	We	trust	Him	because,	The	Future	 is	
Unknown	to	us,	and	we	are	constantly	looking	to	Him	because	Life	is	so	Short,	but	the	final	few	
verses	lay	out	the	greatest	motivation	to	depend	on	God	with	the	totality	of	our	lives.		

Read	James	4:15-17	
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Why	must	I	continually,	every	day	of	my	life	depend	on	God?	Because	your	life	is	NOT	about	
you!!!	We	depend	on	God	because	Life	is	About	God.	And	I	would	say	that	nothing	more	clearly	
summarizes	the	character	of	a	genuine	follower	of	Jesus	Christ	than	a	desire	to	do	the	will	of	
God.	There	is	no	greater	example	of	an	individual	who	lived	to	fulfill	the	desires	of	God	than	
Jesus	Christ,	Himself.	Jesus	said,	

"I	can	do	nothing	on	my	own.	As	I	hear,	I	judge,	and	my	judgment	is	just,	because	I	seek	
not	my	own	will	but	the	will	of	him	who	sent	me.”	(John	5:30)	

I	think	if	we’re	not	careful	that	we	can	look	at	Jesus,	and	too	quickly	move	on	from	the	example	
that	He	lived	out.	We	go,	“Well,	that’s	Jesus.	He’s	God,	so	of	course	He	was	always	looking	to	
fulfill	the	will	of	His	Father.	That	seems	like	a	really	tall	task	for	me	to	live	out.”		

But	in	reality,	this	is	the	only	way	to	live	that	actually	makes	sense.	Once	your	eyes	have	been	
opened	to	the	goodness	of	God;	once	you’re	heart	has	been	unshackled	from	slavery	to	sin;	
when	your	mind	comes	to	an	understanding	that	life	is	not	about	you	but	it’s	about	God,	the	
only	appropriate	response	is	to	place	your	life	into	His	care.	And	to	seek	to	fulfill	His	will	not	
your	own.	

We	don’t	come	to	Him	with	our	leftover	time,	or	our	leftover	resources,	or	whatever	energy	we	
have	 left	 in	 our	 tank	 at	 the	 end	 of	 a	 busy	 week.	 Everyday	 we	 ought	 to	 wake	 up	 with	 a	
realization	in	our	mind	that	our	lives	are	set	apart	for	Him.	I	want	to	my	life	to	be	used	as	an	
instrument	in	the	hands	of	God	to	accomplish	whatever	His	will	may	be	for	2017.	That’s	all	I	am,	
I	am	instrument,	and	I	am	a	tool	in	the	hands	of	God.	

When	 I	 first	 began	 in	 fulltime	 pastoral	 ministry	 I	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 go	 to	 a	 Pastors	
conference	 in	Chicago.	One	of	the	speakers	there	that	week	as	a	pastor	by	the	name	of	John	
Piper.	I	was	really	excited.	He	was	a	guy	that	had	written	a	number	of	books	and	I	had	listened	
to	 a	 number	 his	messages	 online.	 I	was	 excited	 to	 hear	 him	 speak	 in	 the	 upcoming	 evening	
sessions.	Then	after	he	had	finished	speaking,	a	friend	of	mine	suggested	we	head	to	the	back	
area	where	we	could	actually	meet	John	Piper.	And	were	told	that	he	and	possibly	be	available	
to	sign	one	of	 the	books	 that	he	had	written.	But	another	 friend	with	our	group	sarcastically	
said,	“Why?	What’s	the	big	deal	with	meeting	Piper.	All	he	is	an	instrument	in	the	hands	of	God.	
No	one	praises	the	pen	when	a	poet	writes	a	poem.	

That	got	me	 thinking…	that’s	 so	 true.	Why	am	 I	 so	excited	 to	meet	 this	one	person?	He’s	an	
instrument	 in	 the	 hands	 of	 God.	 That’s	 what	 we	 all	 are.	 We	 have	 different	 gifts,	 different	
abilities,	different	personalities…	And	each	and	everyone	of	us	can	be	used	by	God	to	carry	out	
his	will.	Whether	 it	 be	 right	here	 in	NE	Ohio,	whether	 it	 be	 in	other	parts	of	 the	 country,	or	
whether	it	be	in	other	parts	of	the	world.		
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We	 move	 through	 life	 dependent	 on	 God	 because	 life	 is	 about	 God.	 It’s	 His	 will	 that	 is	
important.	 It	 is	His	plan	 that	 is	perfect.	And	when	we	know	what	God’s	desire	 is	 for	our	 life,	
whether	 it	 be	 the	 small	 actions	 of	 our	 everyday	 life	 or	whether	 it	 be	 the	monumental,	 life-
changing	adjustments	that	need	to	place,	there	must	be	a	follow	through	that	takes	place	in	our	
lives.	I	want	to	challenge	you	to	make	a	commitment	before	God	to	follow	through	His	desires.	
To	be	so	devoted	to	the	will	of	God	that	you	will	go	to	where	ever	He	 leads	you	to	go,	to	do	
whatever	He	calls	you	to	do,	to	be	whoever	He	calls	you	to	be.	

And	then	when	you	do	stumble,	that	you	will	keep	short	accounts,	and	by	God’s	grace,	repent.	
But	 your	 devotion	 and	 dependence	 on	 God	 never	 waivers.	 I	 believe	 that	 God	 is	 continually	
guiding	 us	 through	 life,	 with	 our	 best	 interest	 in	 mind.	 And	 in	 our	 best	 interest	 we	 are	
Dependant	God.	

So	Depend	on	God	because…	

1. The	Future	is	Unknown	to	us	
2. Life	is	Short	
3. Life	is	About	God	anyways	

And	this	morning	we	have	the	opportunity	to	be	reminded	of	how	dependable	our	God	truly	is.	
God	proved	His	dependability	most	visibly	on	the	cross.	And	this	morning	we	are	going	to	spend	
some	time	focusing	on	the	redemption	that	is	found	through	Jesus	Christ	by	gathering	around	
the	table.	

Today,	Dan	Itschner,	one	of	our	elders,	will	be	leading	us	into	communion.	So	I’m	going	to	ask	
him,	as	well	as	the	rest	of	the	guys	to	come	forward	as	we	gather	to	celebrate	the	death	and	
resurrection	of	our	Savior.		

	

	


