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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
August 21, 2016 

 
A PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

Psalm 67 
 
As I have been thinking about what to say to you on my last sermon, I 
keep coming back to a prayer I have often prayed for our church. MY 
PRAYER IS THAT GOD’S GRACE WOULD BE SO EVIDENT IN OUR 
LIFE THAT THE WHOLE WORLD IS IMPACTED! As I think about 
leaving, I am praying that God would bless this place to such a degree 
that you make an impact upon the world for the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
For some of you, that might seem like a really big prayer . . . “that the 
whole world is impacted.” I guess I have never been that guy to think 
small. I mean, I hope churches have a desire to make an impact in this 
world. I hope they want to make a difference, not only in the 
community in which they live, but also throughout the world. I hope 
you want to make a difference. Could it be that so many people are so 
bored in life because all they are living for is a paycheck and the 
occasional round of golf or to watch their sports team play from time to 
time? How boring. I hope you want to be used by the Lord. I hope you 
want to leave a legacy. And I hope you want to do it, not because of 
your name, but because of the great name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
This sort of prayer is what we find in Psalm 67. It is the prayer I have 
for you on my departure. But it is also sort of a dual prayer. It is the 
prayer I’m praying for my family as well. It is a prayer for God’s 
blessing upon our lives so that His name becomes known throughout 
the world. It is a prayer that God’s grace would be so evident in our 
lives that we are used by the Lord to see many throughout the world 
come to know Jesus.   
 
When we turn to Psalm 67, we do not know much about the author, but 
this Psalm has often been referred to as a Missionary Psalm. When I 
read this, I can’t help but see it primarily as a prayer of blessing. The 
missionary aspect of this Psalm is what happens because the Lord 
blesses them. And so much of our time this morning is going to be 
focused simply on vs. 1 that sets the tone for the missionary efforts of 
the rest of the Psalm. 
 
Look at what the author says in vs. 1, “May God be gracious to us and 
bless us and make his face to shine upon us.” There are three spokes to 
the wheel of this prayer. First, May God Be Gracious To Us. There are 
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many things that we can and do pray for in our life, but I would argue 
there is nothing we pray for that is more needed than this. His grace is 
essential to our being. As you may expect, this is a word that is closely 
linked with mercy or compassion. It is God’s unmerited favor. It is His 
unconditional love. A prayer for God’s grace is one that we all pray at 
the moment of salvation and it should be a prayer we continue 
throughout our life. 
 
In fact, the more we grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ, the 
more we realize how much we need the grace of God everyday. The 
more holy we become the more we know how much grace we need. 
And even on a corporate level, the stronger a church becomes, the more 
it knows and relies upon and depends on the grace of God for 
everything it does and everything it accomplishes. I guess I can’t 
emphasize this enough. No person and no church ever graduate beyond 
the need of God’s grace. It is our constant desire. It is our constant 
hope. And it should be our constant prayer to beg God for a fuller 
measure of His grace? And this is closely connected to the next prayer, 
which is the second spoke on the wheel of this prayer . . . 
 
Second, May God Bless Us. When someone says to you, “God blessed 
me”, what do you normally think they mean by that? Maybe my 
perspective is shaped after being in church ministry for the last 20 
years, but it seems to me that most people, in a good spiritual way, 
mean that God provided something physical for them. So, for instance, 
it seems like this phrase is used, probably in a very right way . . . 
 
! To refer to an unexpected raise at work that helps provide for an 

unexpected need in the home.  
! To refer to the excitement when someone comes across a good deal 

on a new or “new to them” car.  
! To refer to the news that their house sells miraculously quickly 

when they thought it may take a long time. 
! To refer to the safety of the people who were involved in an 

accident where nobody got hurt.  
 
In these and many more, I have often heard people saying that God 
really blessed them. And listen, each of these examples and many 
more, are probably good and right ways that to use this phrase. But 
honestly, I think we are missing the point of this prayer when we limit 
it only to these sorts of things. When I read the Scriptures, it seems to 
me that God’s greatest blessing is Himself. It is His presence. To pray 
for God to bless us is a prayer that He would be with us! 
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Listen, those statements of God’s blessing can be true, but 
unfortunately, way too often, we associate God’s blessing with our 
comfort. I do not hear many people ever thinking that . . . 
 
! God’s blessing is found in that particularly tough trial as it drove 

them to pray and search Him more. 
! God’s blessing is found in their cancer or the illness of their 

children as they are reminded to not trust in the instability of this 
world.  

! God’s blessing is found in the wayward child who reminded them 
of how wayward they are before their heavenly Father. 

! God’s blessing is found in the financial struggle as they learn to 
trust and depend upon the Lord in greater ways.  

 
Why don’t we hear that more often? Could it be because we are too 
often so focused upon the god of our own comfort that we fail to realize 
that His blessings come in many different shapes and sizes. Yes, it is 
true that a nice vacation that was half off might be a blessing from the 
Lord, but so might the troubled waters of some difficulty that you think 
you will not be able to survive.  
 
I mean, if we were to just take the time to reflect and think, I wonder if 
we could pinpoint the times when we have been closest to the Lord. 
Wasn’t it when things were not going that great and it felt necessary to 
lean in close to Him and rely upon His loving arms to sustain you? Of 
course it was. It probably had to do with some trial or event that was 
difficult to handle. It probably was not when everything was going 
great in your life. I wonder if this is true because when things go too 
well, we tend to become a little self-satisfied and rely too much on 
ourselves instead of the Lord.  
 
I say all of this to say this: To pray for the Lord to bless us can be a 
very risky prayer. As we long for and desire His presence more than 
our personal comfort, we may find ourselves in situations that collide 
with our personal comfort. To pray for God to bless us is a prayer that 
we are drawn closer to Him instead of being more independent from 
Him. And that drawing closer is a blessing. And if we are honest, we 
know that this drawing closer happens through the dark times of the 
night as much so, if not more so, than it does in the brightness of the 
day. This leads us to the third spoke of this prayer wheel . . . 
 
Third, May His Face Shine Upon Us. It is a prayer that God would 
delight in us. It is a kingly phrase used often of rulers who smile upon 
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their constituents with pleasure. It may help to understand this if you 
think about the difference between a shining face and the scowling 
face. The prayer is that His face would be beaming at you instead of 
scowling. Or maybe even better yet, think of the difference between a 
face that is looking towards you versus the face that is turned away. It 
is a face that is engaging, making eye contact, and listening vs. the face 
that is not engaged and doesn’t care. It signifies pleasure and delight.  
 
The best illustration I could think of this would be a parent taking great 
joy in their child and looking on them in their accomplishments with a 
really big smile on their face. It is the mom posting pictures on 
Facebook because their son is starting to walk and she just sits there in 
amazement at him. It is the parent taking pictures of their children 
going back to school and can’t help but to radiate with glory for who 
they are becoming (and probably a bit that they are back to school). But 
it’s more than just the smile. There’s action behind it. It is the parent 
watching their kid hit the winning home run and beaming from ear to 
ear, but then taking them to get ice cream afterward and telling 
everyone about it.  
 
The Psalmist also said in Psalm 80:3, “Restore us, O God; let your face 
shine, that we may be saved.” His face shining upon them was meant to 
mean that God would do something. Psalm 31:16 says, “Make your 
face shine on your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” It is that 
God’s face shining upon people leads to His saving activity; His 
movement towards them; His approval of them; His favor being poured 
out toward them. God’s face shining upon His people goes all the way 
back to the prayer God gives to Moses to have Aaron pray on behalf of 
the people in Numbers 6. It was a prayer requesting the favor of God in 
their life.  
 
And so this is the prayer I have for you as I leave. It’s a prayer of God’s 
grace . . . and God’s blessings . . . and God’s Favor would be poured 
out upon you as individuals who make up Cornerstone Bible Church. It 
is what the Psalmist meant when he looks for God to extend to them, 
for their better, things that they would not be able to achieve on their 
own. And so we can call it blessings. We can call it grace. We can call 
it favor. It is just God giving what we do not deserve, but desperately 
want. It is my prayer for you on my way out. I pray that God extends 
His hand of favor and blessings and grace to you in ways that you need 
and cannot describe. 
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At the same time, it is the prayer I’m praying for my family and would 
ask you to pray on our behalf. I love the fact that the author takes this 
blessing which Aaron prayed on behalf of the people of Israel and 
turned the language slightly. When Aaron originally prayed this, he 
said to the people of Israel, “The Lord bless you and keep you; the 
Lord make his face to shine up on you and be gracious to you.”  
 
Do you see the change the author of Psalm 67 makes? It is like he reads 
Aaron’s blessing and thinks, “Hey, I want some of that as well.” And 
so he includes himself. He says, “My God be gracious to us and bless 
us and make His face to shine upon us.” It is my prayer for you and my 
prayer for myself and my family. “God, do something that can only be 
explained because You decided to do something that we were never 
going to do on our own.” 
 
I want that. Don’t you? Don’t you want that for CBC? Wouldn’t that be 
amazing? And so how do we get that? I think in our human nature, 
there is this desire to hear something like this and think, “Okay Thad, 
that sounds great. What do I need to do in order to get that? Give me 
the steps I need to take in order to achieve this favor of God you speak 
of. I’ll do it.” But that’s just the thing. God doesn’t work that way. 
There is nothing we can do to earn God’s grace. I mean, just think 
about it. If God did it this way, then how easy would it be for us once 
we receive it to look back, pounding our chest, saying, “Look at the 
successful ministry I was able to achieve!” 
 
There is nothing we do to earn God’s grace. If there is something we 
could do to earn this favor, it would no longer be grace. There is 
nothing we can do to make God bless us. We cannot twist His arm like 
a 3-year old in line at the grocery store wanting some candy. We cannot 
twist God’s arm for more grace. It doesn’t work that way. There is 
nothing we can do to cause His face to shine upon us. We cannot direct 
that gaze. And so we pray. And we pray. And we trust and depend on 
Him. And as we pray and trust, we lean into Him. We move towards 
His ways and obey Him with deeper levels of trust. 
 
This may surprise you, but the Puritans used to talk about God’s grace 
a lot. And as they did, they would mention how amazing and wild and 
free His grace is. They would talk about how it can never be earned. 
But one distinction they made was they would say there are paths we 
can walk to put ourselves in the way of His amazing grace. Or maybe it 
is best to see it in this way. Let’s imagine His grace is like this raging, 
flowing river that flows where it wants and when it wants. And yet 
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when we read the Scriptures, we see places where when He normally 
chooses to extend that grace. Not always, but the ruts of the river are 
fairly well established. He has told us places where if He chooses to 
extend Himself, we normally might find His grace being extended. In 
his book, Habits of Grace, David Mathis describes this balance through 
a couple interesting word pictures.  
 
“I can flip a switch, but I don’t provide the electricity. I can turn on a 
faucet, but I don’t make the water flow. There will be no light and no 
liquid refreshment without someone else providing it. And so it is for 
the Christian with the ongoing grace of God. His grace is essential for 
our spiritual lives, but we don’t control the supply. We can’t make the 
favor of God flow, but he has given us circuits to connect and pipes to 
open expectantly. There are paths along which he has promised his 
favor . . . As Jonathan Edwards put it, you can ‘endeavor to promote 
spiritual appetites by laying yourself in the way of allurement.’ We 
cannot force Jesus’ hand, but we can put ourselves along the paths of 
grace where we can be expectant of his blessing.”1 
 
I have no idea if God will bless this church the way I am praying He 
will. I have no idea if He will display His favor towards our family the 
way I desire him to do. But there are a few light switches that we could 
probably flip on, hoping that if He chooses to be gracious, we may 
experience the power of His favor. And so, let me suggest two paths of 
grace where we can expect Him to bless if He chooses to do so.  
 
FIRST, PURSUE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES. This is directed at each of us 
individually who make up the whole. The Spiritual disciplines have to 
do primarily with what we do with God’s Word and Prayer. There are 
other aspects of what people call the spiritual disciplines, but if we 
could get these two simple things regular in our life, I think we may be 
surprised to find ourselves at the mouth of the river of God’s grace. 
 
Do you read the Bible? Do you engage the Scriptures? Daily? Weekly? 
Do you meditate on His Word? It seems a bit strange to me that the 
most elementary thing in the Christian life is the thing that we often 
struggle with every single day. God seems to bless those who orient 
themselves around the Bible.  
 
" Joshua 1:8 ! “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 

mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 

                                                
1 Mathis, David. Habits of Grace. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 25–29. 
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will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 
success.”  

 
Look backwards in this text. Do you want to make your way 
prosperous? Do you want to have success? God promises Joshua he 
will find success when he is careful to do all that is written in the Law. 
And he will be able to do that as he meditates on it day and night. That 
happens when he does not let it depart from his mouth. Assumed to 
take place before this is that he knows it. How can we know God’s 
Word? We take it into our life through reading and listening to it. And 
so maybe this is a light switch to turn on where we normally see God’s 
grace in action. Make sure the Scriptures are part of your everyday. 
Orient your life around them. 
 
There is an implication as well for the church here. Many of you have 
grown in your hunger for the Word of God to be preached. Do not 
settle for anything less. Do not forget what we talked about last week 
that the next guy is not going to meet your ultimate needs. Only Jesus 
will do that. He will be different. His preaching style will be different. 
He may be more gifted or less gifted. The giftedness does not matter, 
but what matters is that the elders hold firm that the Word of God is 
preached as the most important thing that happens. Orient your life 
around the Scriptures . . . and the church around them as well! 
 
And at the same time, pray. James says, “The prayer of a righteous 
person has great power as it is working” (5:16). It means that God 
hears the prayers of the righteous. So maybe when I say prayer, I mean 
prayer that flows from a holy life. Orient yourself around the Word of 
God. Listen to God. Obey Him. And pray His ways and we will find 
ourselves at the mouth of the river of God’s grace. And if He chooses 
to open the floodgates, just look out! Pursue Spiritual Disciplines.  
 
SECOND, MAKE CHURCH ABOUT OTHERS. Another word for this is 
Humility. Church is not about you. It’s about others. And if you make it 
about your feelings and your desires and your wants, my guess is that 
you are walking the opposite path of the Lord Jesus Christ, who models 
for us humble servanthood in Philippians 2.  
 
" James 4:6 ! “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God 

opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
And so I would encourage you whether you are making decisions of 
your service to others based upon what is best for you or what is best 
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for others. What we saw when we studied this passage last year is that 
God gives grace upon grace to those who are humble. Be humble. Be at 
the mouth of that river of His grace. Flip on this light switch so that if 
He turns the power on, your life will never be the same.  
 
We all want God’s blessings in our life. But why? Why do we want it? 
What’s the purpose? Why do you desire God’s favor for CBC? 
Quickly, let me suggest there is an incredible reason we should desire 
for this in our life. I hope and pray it is for the same reason the Psalmist 
prayed for it. Do you see that in vs. 2? Or take a running start. “May 
God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all 
nations.”  
 
The author desires God’s blessing so that it would lead to the salvation 
of others around the world. He wants the Lord’s favor so they can 
proclaim it to the nations. The goal of His face shining is so that the 
world will know His name! The purpose behind my prayer is NOT so 
that people will come to know Cornerstone Bible Church as a great 
church. It can’t be that shallow. The purpose is so that people would 
know the name of the Lord.  
 
How does this happen? How do people come to know the name of the 
Lord? Because you and I open our mouth to tell them. We proclaim His 
truth. We give testimony of what He is doing. We talk about Him. And 
so catch the flow here. We pray that God pours Himself out upon us 
and the result of that happening is that we talk about Him! That sounds 
about right. We give testimony about what He is doing. We don’t talk 
about our great techniques, but we talk about Him! And then this leads 
to the rest of the Psalm. 
 
Vs. 3–7 # We pray for God’s Blessing. This leads to us talking about 
Him to the nations. This leads to more worshippers. As vs. 3 & 5 says, 
“Let the peoples praise you, O God; Let all the peoples praise you.” 
We talk about missions and sharing the gospel and we do that as a 
means to a goal. Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Please 
get that as it will revolutionize your view of the gospel. The goal of the 
church is not missions. It is worship! Worship is the goal. People 
praising God is the goal. 
 
As John Piper is famous for saying, “Missions exists because worship 
doesn’t . . . When this age is over, and the countless millions of the 
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redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be 
no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.”2 
 
The goal is the nations being glad and singing for joy. That’s the goal. 
And its why we pray for blessings for us today. Of course, it leads to 
our joy and satisfaction. But as our joy is found in Jesus it radiates to 
the world so they find their joy in Him as well. 
 
Let me end with this. I don’t know why we are in this situation we find 
ourselves in today. As I said before, I know most of you are sad. There 
are a few mad and probably a few glad. I know many of you are 
unsettled and uncertain about what’s next and are eager to hear what’s 
in store for you as a church. Let me just say that the church needs you. 
This church needs you. Maybe this entire situation is a blessing and 
you will look back several years from now and say, “This was the time 
when I felt the Lord’s presence the most.” That would be great! 
 
And so as you enter this next phase of life, I’m praying for you. Many 
people are praying for you. We are praying for the Lord’s favor and 
that you can say, “It is well” I’ve asked Annee if we could end with 
that song again. I just love it. I love the chorus in the song and I would 
encourage you to sing it with a full heart: “Through it all, through it all, 
My eyes are on You; Through it all, through it all, it is well!” and then 
the bridge, “So let go my soul and trust in Him; the waves and wind 
still know His name . . . It is well with my soul!” 
 
I love you Cornerstone! It’s been an honor! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Piper, John. Let the Nations Be Glad. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1993), 11.  


