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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
July 31, 2016 

 
HOW THE GREATNESS OF GOD HUMBLES US 

Psalm 93 
 
I want to take some time this morning to remind ourselves why 
studying the doctrine of God is important to our life. In fact, there may 
be no better topic to study in our life than who God is and what He has 
done. When our minds are stretched to contemplate the unthinkable, it 
stretches us; it shapes us; it molds us into His image. At the beginning 
of the year, we took a few months to study the nature and character of 
God and I thought it might be helpful to take one more week this 
summer to remind us the reason why studying God is important in life.  
 
I want to do it through the lens of Psalm 93. I hope to paint the picture 
of who God is and then come back at the end and show why I believe 
studying God is practical in our life. What I have always loved about 
Psalm 93 is that it puts God in His rightful place. It is a Psalm that has a 
BIG view of a BIG God!  The author of Psalm 93 is unknown, but he 
gives us 8 DESCRIPTIONS OF THE GREATNESS OF GOD! 
 
1. GOD IS THE SOVEREIGN KING (VS. 1A) 
 
To truly understand God and who He is, we need to remember that He 
is the one who is on the throne! “The Lord Reigns!” It is like the 
Psalmist here is making a grand announcement. Literally it has the idea 
of assuming kingship or that He is the King! The idea of the “king” is 
somewhat lost for us today in our society. If you think of a king like 
you do the president of the U.S., you probably have a wrong picture. 
 
A King was completely sovereign—that means that he made all of the 
decisions and they were all completely final. If you questioned the 
King in most cultures, you were beheaded, stoned, or imprisoned for 
life. There were no checks and balances, but all authority is given to 
that one person! Well, when we turn to the Lord God, we see Him 
revealed in the Scriptures as THE KING OF KINGS! 
 
! Job 42:2 ! “I know that You can do all things, And that no 

purpose of Yours can be thwarted.” 
 
! Psalm 135:6 ! “Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven 

and on earth, in the seas and all deeps.” 
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A good theology of the greatness of God says that there is not one 
person sitting in this room that God is not the Sovereign King over. 
There is no person at your work that God is not the King over. There is 
no mayor, governor, senator, or president in this country that God is not 
the King over.   
 
Illustration: I Kings 18:20–39—Story of Elijah vs. prophets of Baal  
" The story where Elijah had had enough of the people of Israel. He 

says in vs. 20—“How long will you hesitate between two opinions?  
If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” 

" So Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to a little contest. It was 
Him versus 450 prophets of Baal and the challenge was to build an 
altar with no fire and see which God would light the fire for the 
offering.   

" So the prophets of Baal go first, but no response. Elijah mocks them 
and is a bit sarcastic with them. He says in vs. 27—“Call out with a 
loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or 
is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be 
awakened.” But still nothing happened all day. 

" Then Elijah’s turn to show the power of the Lord God. He had them 
soak the wood in water and then he prayed in vs. 37—“Answer me, 
O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord, 
are God, and that you have turned their heart back again.” 

" The people fell on their faces and worshiped the Lord God as their 
King. 

 
Back to Psalm 93, the author wants everyone to know and understand 
that God is the sovereign King over all things and people! He has 
assumed His Kingship!   
 
2. GOD IS AWESOME (VS. 1B) 
 
“He is robed in majesty.”—Majesty means greatness or awesomeness. 
It is not the things that surround God that make Him majestic, but He 
Himself is the one that makes things majestic. It radiates from Him, 
because He is the majestic one! It is why God is to be exalted—it is the 
greatness or splendor of God’s character! Majesty is probably best 
represented by the encounter that Isaiah had with God when he enters 
the throne room with the Lord sitting on the throne and His robe filling 
the temple and those mystery creatures, the Seraphim, are crying out to 
one another, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is 
full of His glory.” And while that happens, the room shakes and starts 
filling with smoke. Yea, awesome! 
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It is a guess, but a pretty good one. But in that moment, I doubt Isaiah 
had small and feeble thoughts of God. His view of God in that moment 
was incredible. God is so majestic that even in our wildest 
imaginations, we fall short of how beautiful and wonderful He is. 
Maybe awesome is one of those words that should be reserved for God 
alone and not some random highlight on Sportscenter’s Top 10 plays. 
God defines awesome. And for us to think of Him as less than 
Awesome is idolatry. He is the Sovereign King and He is Awesome!  
 
3. GOD IS POWERFUL (VS. 1C) 
 
“The Lord is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.” Not only is He 
majestic but also all-powerful! God, on His throne, clothed with 
Majesty, has all the power to do whatever pleases His Will. Remember 
that we said to be sovereign means that God does whatever pleases his 
will. Now to say that God is powerful means that He has the strength to 
get it done. The strength and power of God is mentioned often in the 
Scriptures 
 
! Psalm 24:8 ! “Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and 

mighty, The LORD mighty in battle.” 
 
! Revelation 1:8 ! “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord 

God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’” 
 
Truly the Lord is the Almighty one, powerful enough to accomplish 
what He desires according to His Kingship! 
 
4. GOD IS THE CREATOR (VS. 1D) 
 
“Yes, the world is established, it shall never be moved.” One of the 
ways in which the strength of God is displayed is in the creation of all 
that is known. Mankind creates things, but by using something to create 
it with. God created all things by speaking it into existence. From 
nothing came everything. As the Psalmist says, “By the word of the 
Lord, the heavens were made.” Think about it: The Bible says that with 
the spoken word, God created everything. WOW! That is a powerful 
creator. 
 
! Psalm 19:1–2 ! “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 

sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
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God is the King over all of this because He created all of this! Now 
that’s a BIG GOD! There are some that say that God did not create 
anything and that this entire world came by nothing, especially not 
through some supernatural means. They try and deny God’s creative 
power for if He did not create all of this, then maybe they are not 
accountable for all that they do. But the truth is that He who creates 
makes the rules! 
 
5. GOD IS ETERNAL (VS. 2) 
 
We hear of ancient dynasties and monarchs that ruled hundred, maybe 
even thousands of years, but that is nothing in comparison to the Lord’s 
reign of eternity. Just try to think about this: there has never been a time 
when God was not ruling from His throne. He has always been in 
charge. To say that God is eternal means that there is no origin to God! 
 
• Before creation, God was on the throne 
• When Adam & Eve were in the Garden, God was on the throne 
• At the first sin & when Cain killed Able, God was on the throne 
• During the flood, God was on the throne 
• During the patriarchal period of Israel and when Joseph was sold 

into slavery, God was on the throne 
• When Israel was in captivity in Egypt, God was on the throne 
• When they escaped and were led to the promised land, God was on 

the throne 
• When the nation of Israel rejected God as their King and wanted a 

human king, God was on the throne 
• When Christ came as the messiah & was beaten, mocked, and 

killed, God was on the throne 
• During the great world wars and every human battle that has ever 

been fought, God was on the throne 
• When powerful leaders die (JFK, Princess Diana, etc…), God was 

on the throne 
• On September 11th, God was on the throne. 
• When your parent died, when your kids have been ill, when you 

lost your job, God was on the throne. 
• TODAY, God is on the throne! 
 
God has always been on His throne, which brings peace and assurance 
that nothing happens without Him knowing it. Nothing surprises God. 
The Lord has always been on the throne, because He has always been. 
He is eternal. 
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6. GOD IS IMMOVABLE (VS. 3–4) 
 
Not only has there never been a time when God was not on the throne, 
but there will never be a time when He is not ruling from His throne. In 
vs. 3–4 we see the use of the words: floods, waters, and seas. Truly the 
Lord is the King over all of these created things in the world. We see 
Jesus in Mark 4 calming the fierce gale of wind by simply telling it to 
hush, be still. That must have been awesome. Incredible. So much so 
that the disciples were so amazed that they turn to each other and ask, 
“Who is this that even the wind and waves obey Him?”  
 
But I think that the floods, waters, and sea are more than just that here 
in this passage. The psalmist is using these as metaphors for enemies 
that lift up rebellions against God. The Psalmist says, “The floods have 
lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice, the floods lift up 
their roaring” (vs. 3). It is the same concept Isaiah uses to talk about 
the enemies of God. 
 
! Isaiah 17:12–13 ! “Ah, the thunder of many peoples; they thunder 

like the thundering of the sea! Ah, the roar of nations; they roar like 
the roaring of mighty waters! The nations roar like the roaring of 
many waters, but he will rebuke them, and they will flee far away, 
chased like chaff on the mountains before the wind and whirling 
dust before the storm.” 

 
People, even nations, rise up and try and oppose God. They lift up their 
voices in opposition to Him. Even their actions are like pounding 
waves trying to dethrone the Lord, but to no avail. God is not to be 
moved. But even more than that, the Psalmist continues in vs. 4 by 
saying, “Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the 
waves of the sea, the Lord on high is mighty!” 
 
His point is that the total power of all the people that rise up against 
God is just a sound to Him. Even the great sounds of the many waters 
is not going to dethrone God! Why? Because the Lord is mighty. There 
is no one that is mightier than Him. As Psalm 29 says, “The Lord sits 
enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.” The 
Lord’s royalty will never end. Not only has there never been a time that 
He was not on the throne, there will never be a time when He will ever 
not be on the throne. He is going to be the King forever and ever. 
 
We sit here this morning while there may be turmoil all across our 
world and the uncertainty of elections and peace and safety and yet 
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there is one thing that we know for certain: The LORD GOD—will 
never be dethroned. It is not like the kings of the past who always 
looked over their shoulders because they were fearful of who might rise 
up in power and overtake them. No, God is immovable on the throne! 
 
7. GOD IS REVEALING (VS. 5A) 
 
“Your decrees are very trustworthy.” The truth that is revealed about 
God by God is as true and solid as the throne on which He rules. God 
has revealed Himself to mankind by a little book that we call the Bible. 
In it we see God, we see mankind’s problems, we see the solutions to 
our problems, and the rules for living before God. 
 
Think about it: The almighty, sovereign, eternal, immovable, awesome, 
creator King has chosen to reveal who He is to us in a fully confirmed 
testimony. And our response? Sometimes we say, “It’s boring. I can’t 
understand it. It takes too much work. I would just like the simple 
things in life.” Really, like we think that getting to know God should be 
like pre-school and not like college or post-graduate work? 
 
As the Apostle Paul tells us, this book is from God and is profitable for 
teaching, reproof, correction, & training us in righteousness—so that 
we would be equipped for every good work. Yes, God revealing 
Himself to us is indeed practical and profitable for our life (we will ask 
some questions in just a minute), but that does not mean it is not hard 
work. We need to get away from the American mindset that everything 
should be quick and easy. God is revealing Himself and calls us to 
search for Him and study Him! 
 
8. GOD IS HOLY (VS. 5B) 
 
“Holiness befits your house” Forevermore He will reign with a holy & 
perfect reign because He is holy and perfect. No imperfections. Never 
does He do evil. He is so otherly unlike us. 
 
Now, okay Thad, so you are saying that God is the Sovereign 
Awesome King, He is the Powerful, Eternal Creator who is Immovable, 
Revealing, and Holy. But what does that mean for us today? How is 
this practical in my life when my kids won’t listen to me; my spouse 
and I are having a tough time; my job is a bit unstable; our pastor is 
leaving . . . how is this practical? The simple answer to this is that it 
should humble us because if we truly understand and believe all these 
things about God, we cannot but be humbled. And so let me finish the 
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last few minutes today with a few indications of what studying the 
doctrine of God should do in our life. Theology should matter! 
 
First, The Greatness of God Destroys Pride in Our Heart! When we let 
pride rule in our heart, we live like we are on the throne. We are living 
like this world is more about us than it is about God. 
 
“The heavens are telling of the glory of God (psalm 19:1). That is why 
all the universe exists. It’s all about glory. The Hubble Space Telescope 
sends back infrared images of faint galaxies perhaps 12 billion light 
years away. Even within our Milky Way, there are stars so great as to 
defy description, some 5 million times brighter than our sun. Sometimes 
people stumble over this vastness in relation to the apparent 
insignificance of man. It does seem to make us infinitesimally small. 
But the meaning of this magnitude is not mainly about us. It’s about 
GOD! . . . the reason for wasting so much space on the universe to 
house a speck of humanity is to make a point about our Maker, not us . 
. . We are all starved for the glory of God, not self. No one goes to the 
Grand Canyon to increase self-esteem. Why do we go? Because there is 
greater healing for the soul in beholding splendor than there is in 
beholding self. Indeed, what could be more ludicrous in a vast and 
glorious universe like this than a human being, on the speck called 
earth, standing in front of a mirror trying to find significance in his 
own self-image?”1 
 
When we think it is something to do with us, we are not recognizing 
God’s sovereignty, His powerful creating purpose, His eternal nature 
and we are trying to move Him off of the throne! To even take it 
further, do you see how if we get the theology of God’s greatness 
wrong, it could tempt us to think differently about our greatness? We 
might think that we deserve things. We might think that people should 
honor us. We might think that we are something special. Which leads 
us to another point of application . . . 
 
Second, the Greatness of God Shapes Our View of Service. I think 
sometimes we tend to think that God needs us. He needs us to fulfill 
His work in this world. Yet when we truly understand a high view of 
God, we will understand that He will accomplish His plans and 
purposes with or without us. It does not diminish anything anyone does 
in the body of Christ. We need each other; we need to serve one 
another. But understanding God’s greatness helps me realize that I do 
not think more highly of myself than I ought to think.  
                                                
1 Piper, John. Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 19–21.  
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Third, the Greatness of God Moves Us To Submission. Think about it in 
these terms: The almighty, eternal creator God has established authority 
on this earth that we are all to submit to & when we submit to that 
authority it is as if we are submitting to God and recognizing His 
authority and sovereignty for putting those people in leadership over 
our life. For example:  
 
Children—God has given you parents as His representatives of Himself 
to you on this earth. If you fail to submit to them, your issue is 
primarily a problem with your view of God, not that your parents just 
don’t understand what it means to be a teenager in today’s world. God 
has placed you in your particular situation in that particular home 
because He wants you to honor and obey those parents. 
 
Parents—The illustration is not lost on you either. When we complain 
about our taxes or about our government, we are in essence saying that 
we do not like what God has set up. The Scriptures are clear that there 
is no government that is established that is not just under the reign and 
rule of God, but established by God. Maybe what we need this election 
season is a good study on the character of God, not issues related to a 
presidential election.  
 
We can keep going . . . Christians to leadership in the church / wives to 
husbands / employees to employers . . . when we fail to submit to those 
who are in authority over us, we have something wrong with our 
theology of God! 
 
Fourth, the Greatness of God Evokes Passionate Worship. If we really 
believe that God is great, like we described Him being, then why is it 
so hard some days for us to get excited about Him? Could it be that 
what we say we believe about Him has not really captured our heart? 
 
Think about it: God is on the throne ruling. Does that wake you up in 
the morning? Does that instill passion to your heart? When we sing 
songs about His greatness, are we dull and boring or are we passionate 
and excited? Saturday morning, Sunday morning, at work, at school—
wherever we are at, no matter what day or time it is, we can worship 
God with all that we have. If we really believe in the greatness of God, 
we should never shut off the worship of Him. It is not a light switch 
that we turn on and off.  
 
Fifth, the Greatness of God Creates True Satisfaction. With all the 
things that we are bombarded with each day in our world, can we just 
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say that true satisfaction is found in the One who sits on His throne? 
We say we know that, but when we search for things outside of Him, 
we are proving to ourselves that we do not really believe that. 
 
If something happened to us and we ended up like Job—lost our house, 
our job, our money—what would get us through it? I will tell you, you 
had better have a rock solid view of the theology of God! I fear that too 
many people are satisfied in the gifts God gives and not in the giver of 
the gifts. When that is the case—God is more like their spiritual genie 
than their Creator God. 
 
Let me end with this. Every one of you is a theologian. Each of you has 
a belief about God. And every single one of us lives that belief each 
day of our lives. If you want to know what you believe about God, look 
at your life. That will tell you whether you are a good or bad 
theologian.  
 
For His Glory and Our Good! 


