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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
July 10, 2016 

 
WONDROUS THINGS 

Psalm 119:17–24 
 
Introduction: Most Wonderful Thing 
• What is the most wonderful thing to you on this earth? I would 

hope many of you might say something like . . . “My wife is the 
most wonderful thing on earth; my children are the most wonderful 
thing on earth; family is the most wonderful thing.” In the good 
moments of life, I would hope that some might say that the church 
is the most wonderful thing on earth as we are told that it is where 
God’s glory rests today. This messy thing filled with imperfect 
people is a hub of God’s glory and is meant to be a picture of 
something wonderful.  

• We could talk about simpler things that are wonderful. Sunshine in 
NE Ohio is wonderful. An evening with friends at fireworks is 
wonderful. Fourteen game winning streaks are wonderful. NBA 
titles are wonderful. A good steak with a good drink is wonderful. 
There are many wonderful things we can experience in this world in 
which we live.  

 
Among all these things, King David once wrote this prayer to God, 
“Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law” 
(vs. 18). The wonderful things he hoped to see were things from the 
Law of God; the Word of God. This is what we want to talk about this 
morning. I want us to think about the wonderful things that we can 
learn from the Holy Scriptures of God. That is the big idea we want to 
investigate this morning: THE WORD OF GOD REVEALS WONDROUS 
THINGS! 
 
As we have done most summers, we are spending some time in the 
book of Psalm. Last summer, we took two Sundays to look at the first 
two stanzas of Psalm 119. There is no passage of Scripture that speaks 
to the authority and sufficiency of Scripture like Psalm 119. It is the 
Mount Everest of texts concerning the Bible. The author, most likely 
King David, loved the revelation of God. It was his treasure all day 
long. It was what woke him up in the morning and what sustained him 
throughout the day. And this great chapter is a poetic reflection of how 
important he viewed the words of God in his daily life.  
 
Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible, longer than 30 of the 66 
books in the Bible. Think about that for a minute. It is longer than 
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almost half of the books of the Bible. As I just mentioned, the theme of 
this chapter is almost exclusively praise for God’s Word. Every verse, 
other than one or two, mentions God’s Word in some form. The author 
writes about the words of God; His sayings; the ways of God; the 
Testimonies; the judgments; the precepts; the commandments; the law; 
the statutes . . . all references to the revelation of God by God Himself. 
Even in our little section this morning, we see a reference to  
 
! Your word (vs. 17) 
! Your Law (vs. 18) 
! Your Commandments (vs. 19) 
! Your Rules (vs. 20) 
! Your Commandments (vs. 21) 
! Your Testimonies (vs. 22) 
! Your Statutes (vs. 23) 
! Your Testimonies (vs. 24) 
 
This chapter is also beautifully written. It is an acrostic with 22 stanzas 
reflecting the Hebrew Alphabet. If you notice in your translation, above 
vs. 1–8, it probably says “Aleph.” This is the first letter in the Hebrew 
alphabet. Every verse in this stanza begins with this first letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet. And then the next stanza, vs. 9–16, all begin with the 
second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, “Beth.” And so if you want to 
learn your Hebrew alphabet, all you have to do is look at the titles of 
the 22 stanzas of Psalm 119.  
 
It also means that in our text this morning, vs. 17–24, each verse begins 
with the 3rd Hebrew letter, “Gimel.” Every verse begins with this letter. 
Just think of how difficult this would be. It truly is a work of art unlike 
anything else. It is a beautiful poetic response to God’s incredible grace 
of revelation in His Word. And specifically in vs. 17–24, we find the 
author talking about THE WONDERFUL THINGS THE WORD OF GOD 
REVEALS . . . It has been helpful for my heart this week, and I think it 
will be for you as well. I have summarized these wonderful things into 
two general categories. 
 
1. A WAY TO VIEW THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE (VS. 17–20) 
 
There is no doubt that we have had many things happen this last week 
in our nation that are difficult to understand. How do we interpret these 
things? When things happen in our life that surprise us and shock us, 
how are we to interpret them? How are we to view the world when 
miscarriages hit our home; when we have friends die of horrible 
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diseases; when life doesn’t go the way you think it should go; when it 
seems like the bad guys win and the good guys lose . . . how do you 
interpret the world in which you live?  
 
May I suggest that in the Word of God, we are given framework and 
orientation that helps us understand these things? That in the Word of 
God, we are given vision to see all horrible things as wonderful things 
of His grace to us. And that’s where the author begins. He begins with 
a prayerful plea to the Lord asking for grace. “Deal bountifully with 
your servant.” He is asking for the Lord to reward him according to the 
generous heart of the Lord, not based on what he deserves. None of us 
want what we deserve, even though we act like that so often. We 
should always want the Lord to be gracious to us, which inherently 
means it isn’t based on our works.  
 
This grace from the Lord is what the author needs in order to live and 
keep God’s Word. That’s the goal for him, keeping God’s Word. He is 
asking for God’s grace in his life so that he might live his life according 
to God’s ways; to obey the Lord. Think of this prayer. “Lord, as long 
as I live, give me the grace I need in order to keep Your Word.” It is a 
prayer I have for myself. It is a prayer I have for my children. And it is 
a prayer I have for you as a church.  
 
I am praying more than ever that the Lord may be gracious to 
Cornerstone Bible church so that as long as you are here, His Word is 
kept by you. It is a prayer that all of you would be completely and 
totally devoted and dependent upon the Lord; that you would keep His 
Word. Not your thoughts. Not your wants. But what He desires for you. 
And His desires for you are clearly found in His Word. 
 
So how does this happen? How is this grace given? It only happens 
through Divine Illumination. This is what he asks for in vs. 2. “Open 
my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” He is 
praying that he would have eyes that could see. He wants God’s Word, 
His Law revealed to him so that He can keep it. And he knows that in 
order to obey it, he needs to know it. He knows that in it is wonderful 
things, and so he wants the blindness stripped away and for everything 
to become clearer.  
 
This illumination is made clearer for us in the NT when we come to 
understand it as a role and ministry of the Holy Spirit in our life. It is 
the Holy Spirit who comes to us to open up our eyes to understand the 
spiritual things of God. It is something that happens at conversion, but 
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is also something that He continues to do throughout our life as He 
continues to make the truths of the Scriptures come alive to us and 
convinces us of the truth of God.  
 
David didn’t have a well thought out doctrine of illumination when he 
wrote this great Psalm. All he knew was that he needed the Lord to do 
something in his life. He knew he needed his eyes opened in order to 
see the wondrous things out of the Law of God. This word that is used 
for “open” might mean more when we understand another place it was 
used. Do you remember the biblical account of a guy named Balaam? 
There’s this crazy event when Balaam goes somewhere the Lord did 
not want him to go and so the Angel of the Lord stands in the middle of 
the road as his adversary. 
 
Numbers 22 tells us the account that Balaam could not see it, but his 
donkey had eyes to see the Angel of the Lord with this sword drawn. 
And the donkey is having nothing to do with it. The donkey turns aside 
and goes into the field. Balaam thinks the donkey is just being, well, a 
donkey, and so he hits the donkey. This happens three times and the 
Balaam keeps beating the donkey. Finally, the Lord opens the mouth of 
the donkey and the two have a conversation. Crazy, I know. But then 
we are told this . . . 
 
" Numbers 22:31 ! “Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and 

he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, with his drawn 
sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face.” 

 
What once made no sense to him was made clear when the Lord 
opened his eyes to see wondrous things. The blind is given sight. The 
veil is removed so that things are made clear. That opening of the eyes 
of Balaam is what David is asking from the Lord. He wants to have 
vision to see the wonderful things of the Law of God. What’s that? He 
wants vision to see more than just stories and accounts in the Bible as if 
they are just historical accounts. He wants them to be more than just 
moral accounts of what people do good or bad. He wants to see God 
through them. He wants to know and understand God’s Law. 
 
And this is what I love about this. Just think of Balaam. His 
circumstances couldn’t have been worse. If you were to ask him at that 
moment, he would say that life is not turning out the way he wanted it 
to; not even his trusted donkey is listening to him. But when his eyes 
are opened to see the Lord, his vision of his circumstances, the world in 
which he was living, became very clear. What once was confusion and 
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didn’t make sense now made perfect sense. The veil is removed and 
now he gets what God wants him to get. May our prayer be that God, in 
His grace, open our eyes to see the wonderful things from His Word 
that help us understand the world in which we live; our circumstances; 
our situations in life.  
 
By the way, here’s a secret to this. It won’t happen mysteriously 
without diving into His Word. He reveals Himself, often, through the 
daily habit of studying the Bible. May we be students of His Word? 
May we desire to learn from Him? That’s what we see in vs. 19–20 as 
David states his reason for wanting this grace to see wonderful things 
from God’s Word . . . He is consumed with it. He loves it. He longs for 
God’s truth.  
 
It is as Luther once said, “I have no inheritance beyond Thy Word, 
therefore forsake me not.” David says in vs. 19, “Hide not your 
commandments from me!” And then is vs. 20, “My soul is consumed 
with longing for your rules.” Who says this? I mean, who in their right 
mind longs for rules? It’s not the average millennial . . . or even baby 
boomer. Nobody without the grace of God in their life, longs for rules. 
It is only the person who has experienced the grace and illumination of 
God so their eyes are opened to see marvelous things.  
 
What do you really desire? It is interesting that the more you spend 
time with people, the more you learn about what they desire. You 
probably know by now that I desire the Cubs to win the WS this year. I 
have spent some time with Alan Bontrager recently; do you know what 
he desires? Smoked meats. It’s so good. We spent some time with Lee 
& Debbie Barthelmes this past week. You should see how many 
Klondike bars they have in their freezer. If power goes out everywhere, 
they are going to need some help; I think I’ll help them.  
 
What do you desire?  What would it take to say you have a longing for 
the rules of God in your life? I’m guessing it would take something like 
a perspective that this world in which you live is not your home. It 
would take your eyes being opened to the wonderful reality that, if you 
are a Christian, you are just a stranger here on this earth. You are just a 
sojourner here. You are just passing through. And if that reality has 
been revealed to us, then I think we would have a strong desire for His 
things in our life.  
 
Come on now. When we walk with God and keep His commandments, 
even the best parts of this life are going to leave us a little empty. We 
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are going to desire so much more. We were created for so much more. 
While the things here can be great, they are just scattered beams to 
something even more glorious. And when we feel that, we long for His 
truth in our life. We want to know more. One of the wonderful things 
this world reveals to us is a way to view this world in which we live. 
And we live it with perspective that we are strangers moving through to 
a better place. But there’s something else we can learn.  
 
2. A WAY TO HANDLE THE SITUATIONS WE EXPERIENCE AS WE 

LIVE (VS. 21–24) 
 
There’s no doubt that all of us face suffering and persecution and trials 
in our lives. It is only through God’s Word that we learn how to trust in 
Him during these times. In vs. 21, the psalmist says, “You rebuke the 
Insolent.” The insolent is the haughty, the proud. It is trusting God to 
deal with those who walk away from Him. Conversely, that means that 
we let them go. It is something so hard for us to do; hard for me to do. 
 
But then he continues in vs. 22, “Take away from me scorn and 
contempt.” He is asking God to remove from him the weight of slander 
and the feelings of being despised. He is asking for the removal of the 
accusations that are untrue. This happens a lot with people. They do 
things and the good things they do are read with false motives.  
 
He is saying that his heart is clear before the Lord. I have kept your 
testimonies. God will keep those who keep His law. As one person 
said, “A good conscience is the best security for a good name.” We 
know this to be true. What matters at the end of the day is our 
conscience before the Lord. And so when things happen to you, how do 
you handle them? Trust in the Lord. Run to Him in prayer. Ask Him to 
be your guard. Pray to Him to be the one to remove these pains from 
your life.  
 
I believe it was Spurgeon who said that the best way to deal with 
slander is by praying for God to either remove it or its sting. Instead of 
trying to deal with it ourselves, pray to God to deal with it. He expands 
on that thought in vs. 23 when he says that the princes sit plot against 
him. Think of that. His enemies are not just anyone. They are princes. 
Royalty. Those who have power to do something about their plotting.  
 
It reminds me that there is a general rejection that every one of the 
followers of Christ will experience in life. Jesus said it Himself in John 
15, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 
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you. If you were of the world, the would love you as its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you” (vs. 18–20). 
 
There is a general rejection that every Christian will face in this life. 
And yet, David writes as a leader of God’s people. There is certainly a 
specific rejection because of God’s calling on His life to lead Israel. 
And so what does he do when faced with this rejection and hatred and 
slander and contempt? He meditates on God’s Word. He spends time 
on the statutes of God. 
 
This is helpful for me and I hope for you as well. It reminds me that I 
don’t spend enough time in God’s Word. One of the wonderful things 
that He gives us is His Word that brings healing to the soul. It 
nourishes our heart. It refreshes us when we are down. It is His Word 
of encouragement to our hearts when we are hurting. It helps me when 
I’m down. It reminds me to dive into His Word. 
 
I know things are a bit confusing for you right now in the church. It is 
for me as well. And so the Word I receive from the Lord in this study is 
to dive deeper into His Word and meditate more on what He has 
revealed to me. I am encouraged to make a plan to spend more time in 
the Scriptures. And if so, maybe I could get to the end of the day and 
say with David, “Your testimonies are my delight for they are my 
counselors.” How comforting would that be?  
 
“The words of the Lord serve many purposes; in sorrow, they are our 
delight, and in difficulty, they are our guide. We derive joy from them 
and discover wisdom in them. If we want to find comfort in the 
Scriptures, we must submit to their counsel, and when we follow their 
counsel, it must not be with reluctance but with delight.” 
 
Do you want to see wonderful things? Dive into His Word this week! 
When we do, we will be shown a way to see the world in which we live 
and a way to handle the situations we experience in this life. All to His 
glory and our good.  
 
 
 
 
 


