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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
February 21, 2016 

 
BEHOLD OUR GOD 
2 Corinthians 3:12–18 

 
Introduction: Karsten, Failure to Thrive 
• Just before his first birthday, we realized that our first-born son, 

Karsten, was having problems. Well, we did not really know they 
were problems, but we realized that he was not growing. We saw 
specialist after specialist and at one point, he was diagnosed as 
“Failure to Thrive.” 

• This is a medical condition that is diagnosed, usually in younger 
children, when they do not grow at the normal, expected rate. For 
him, he failed to gain weight for about four months. He wasn’t 
growing. We are very thankful that it turned out he had some very 
severe food allergies that kept him from growing. 

 
The unfortunate reality is that there are many in the church who could 
be diagnosed as “failure to thrive” spiritually. They hear a message of 
Jesus dying on the cross for their sins and say that they want to be 
forgiven because they want to go to heaven, not hell. Or maybe they 
grow up in a good Christian home, are taught the truth and go through 
all the motions, but something never clicks for them. They are good at 
playing the “Christian game.” They are failing to thrive!  
 
I pray for your spiritual growth. I pray for my spiritual growth. I pray 
that we are not the same today that we were a year ago. I pray that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ transforms us into someone we never thought we 
would become. I pray that our hearts are more receptive to God’s Word 
today than it was six months ago. I pray we are more convicted of our 
sins than we were a year ago. I pray that our hearts are more quickly 
drawn to displaying love for others; that we are less inclined to gossip; 
that we are more aware to the temporal lure of this earth than ever 
before. I pray we do not fail to thrive! 
 
My main thought this morning is simple: WE WILL ONLY GROW 
SPIRITUALLY WHEN WE GAZE UPON GOD. This is not rocket science. 
Our spiritual growth is dependent on what we are looking at. We 
become like that which we spend the bulk of our time staring at. In 
speaking about idols, several times the Psalmist says something like, 
“Those who make them become like them.” When we focus our 
attention and time and energy upon the idols of our life, we tend to drift 
towards them. We become like them. But when we focus our attention 
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upon the One who made all things; the One who is greater than all; the 
One who is perfect and just and righteous; the One who is over all and 
above all; the One who sent His Spirit to live in us . . . when we focus 
upon Him, we grow in ways that we never imagined we would grow. 
We grow when we Behold God! 
 
To help us with this, I want us to spend some time this morning in 
Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth. The book of 2nd 
Corinthians should be called a pastoral letter, as it is a book about 
ministry. It is written by a man to a church that has experienced 
conflict, but is now in the process of restoration. It is a book that should 
inspire us or motivate us to minister to other people. But part of that 
invitation to minister is the necessity of spiritual growth. 
 
Starting in chapter 3, Paul contrasts the Old Covenant with the New 
Covenant. In general terms, he is showing the difference between how 
the people of Israel interacted with God in the OT with how those of us 
on this side of the cross are able to be in a relationship with God. He is 
trying to remind them that while the OC brought the Law (and it felt 
hopeless for them), the NC brings hope and joy and glory like never 
before. It is a glory that will not fade away, but will continually change 
us into the image of Jesus. It is one that results in growth. He calls the 
OC a ministry of death because what it did was show the people that 
they did not match up to the law of God.  
 
I’m part of the way through a book by A. J. Abrams called “The Year 
of Living Biblically.” The subtitle is “One Man’s Humble Quest to 
Follow the Bible as literally as possible.” He is an acknowledged 
agnostic, critical of religion, but wants to give the Bible a shot. So he 
makes a plan to read and live an entire year of his life as closely to the 
rules of the Bible he can. You can only guess how it works out for him. 
He realizes it is impossible. Everyday he realizes how much a failure he 
is in keeping these laws God has established. And this is the purpose of 
the law. It is meant to make us long for something more. That is where 
the NC comes into play. God doesn’t leave us in the OC, but gives us 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Vs. 12–17 ! Think about it, we always have hope that the new 
something will be better than the old something. We hope our next car 
will be better than our old car. We hope our new computer will not 
freeze up like our old one. We hope the 2016 version of the Cubs will 
be better than the 2015 version. We have hope that the new president . . 
. never mind. You get the point.  



 3 

What Paul is saying is there is a new ministry now that allows us to 
have more access to God, it deals with the heart instead of the 
externals, and it is permanent. Does that give hope? It may not inspire 
us like it would have to the people who lived under the OC. You need 
to think like a 1st Century Jewish person living under the Law. This 
would have been a breath of fresh air. 
 
It is the beginning of the year; so many of you might have just read 
Exodus 32—34 in your daily reading through the Bible. It is the 
account where Moses goes up on the mountain and comes back with a 
face full of glory. When He is with God, his face shines. When he 
comes back and sees the people sinning, that shining light stands as a 
judgment on the people. And so he puts a veil over his face in order to 
protect the people of Israel.  
 
Some people say that the reason why Moses put the veil over his face 
was because the glory that was reflected from his face was too great for 
the people to look at. His face was too bright. I’m not so sure I buy that. 
I wonder if he puts a veil on because he wants to protect Israel from the 
judgment of God. He is scared for them to see how glorious and 
righteous God really is. But when he does this, something else happens. 
As he tries to protect the people from God’s judgment, he also keeps 
them from being transformed by God. He shields the people of Israel 
from gazing at the glory of Yahweh! He hides it from the people.  
 
The problem is that their hearts don’t want it. Their hearts are far from 
God. Just as the veil hid Moses face and made it so that they were 
separated from God and did not see the fading glory, now it is their 
hard-heartedness that keeps them from being changed. This is what the 
NC is all about. Christ alone removes the veil. Specifically, faith in 
Christ removes the veil and allows the person to see clearly. This is the 
gospel that we talk about so often.  
 
Look back upon your life. Do you remember when the veil of hard-
heartedness was lifted from your life and you believed? This is the 
foundation of the NC, that in Jesus all things can become new. In Jesus 
we can be transformed. In Jesus our hearts can be healed. In Jesus, we 
can be freed from bondage.  
 
I have grown to love vs. 17 that talks about freedom. Being in Christ 
means that we no longer need to work in order to avoid the veil of 
God’s judgment. It is no more trying to work for something that we 
know we can never attain. This is what A. J. Jacobs doesn’t get in his 



 4 

book. These rules in the Bible show us that we can’t do it, but it also 
points us to Christ who did it! And when we have faith in Him, there is 
freedom. We are released from the pressuring of having to try to avoid 
His judgment because the judgment fell upon Christ on the cross! 
 
But this freedom also allows us to walk in obedience like we have 
never experienced before. It frees us to forgive someone that we just 
couldn’t; it frees us to love; it frees us to not have shame or guilt for 
those times of failure because we know that shame and guilt was placed 
upon Jesus. But at the same time, it does not make us complacent. This 
freedom allows us to say no to sin; it frees us to return good for evil 
done against us; it frees us to love God with all that we are.  
 
The Lord in vs. 17 is a reference to Christ and Paul is making a 
statement that Christ and the Spirit are one in essence in the same way 
that Christ and the Father are one in essence (John 10:30). And so 
Christ brings inner transformation of believers by the work of the Holy 
Spirit. In the OC, it only happened to Moses as he gazed upon God up 
on the mountain. But now it happens to anyone who turns to the Lord, 
through faith. That is where true freedom is felt, that is where true 
transformation is found. And this is where Paul gets to the main point 
of His argument and what I want to talk about today. 
 
Vs. 18 – The culmination of all his argument is this: transformation! Or 
we could just use the verbiage we began with this morning . . . spiritual 
growth. Notice he begins by saying “we all” as it is not just Moses or 
Paul or someone special who has this opportunity for transformation. It 
is open to everyone. This should be the experience of everyone who has 
an unveiled face. How do you gaze at God with an unveiled face? We 
just said, the veil is removed when one turns to Christ in faith. Trust. 
Belief. When a person believes the gospel and embraces Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior, the veil is removed and now they have the opportunity 
to behold the glory of the Lord! 
 
Christian, here is the opportunity you have every day of your life. 
Unlike Moses, you do not have to go up on the Mountain to gaze at 
God. And when you do gaze at Him, you do not veil yourself to protect 
others. You can behold Him everyday of your life. We can gaze at Him 
at any time. And note one other difference between Moses and those of 
us in the NC. When Moses goes up on the mountain or spends time in 
the tent of meeting with God, he has a physical transformation 
(glowing face) that allows him to go forth and have a moral 
transformation. As one commentator said, “Being exposed to God’s 
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presence and revelation, his character and will became so marked with 
God’s image that he lived in profound obedience to God’s glorious 
revelation.”1 
 
But with us, we have a moral transformation (veil removed, a new heart 
given in regeneration) that moves us, shakes us, helps us to be 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory. In the NC, we 
experience the internal change, which then results in the external 
transformation.  
 
Notice that it says we “are being transformed.” It is a passive verb, 
meaning that it is done to us. The transformation part is not something 
we do. It is something the Lord does to us. He changes us. It is a Greek 
term Metamorphow. I don’t think you need to be a Greek scholar to 
understand how this term has become used in our English language. It 
pictures the change that takes place in the caterpillar to the butterfly. A 
radical change of nature. When the caterpillar emerges from the 
cocoon, it is not the same. It has been transformed into something much 
more beautiful.  
 
This is what happens with the Christian. God does the work of 
transforming us into someone new. Something different. And when the 
veil of our heart is removed, this transformation process begins. It is a 
passive verb, but it is also a present verb, meaning that it is still 
happening. This transformation is not over yet. This earth is the cocoon 
for the Christian. The expectation is that we grow progressively as we 
are being formed into the image of Jesus Christ.  
 
I believe what Paul is saying here is that the transformation process is 
not our responsibility. Our responsibility is the beholding the glory of 
the Lord. And when that happens, transformation takes place. This 
word for “beholding” is a word that literally means, “to see indirectly 
or by reflection as in a mirror.” The type of mirrors they used in 
biblical times never cast a perfect picture. It was cloudy and imperfect.  
 
Our gaze today at the glory of the Lord, while quite incredible, is not a 
perfect picture. It is mediated. In the same way that texting someone is 
not the same as talking to them face to face. When we are beholding the 
glory of the Lord, while it is incredible, it is not what it will be like face 
to face. In fact, this transformation is said to be from one degree of 
glory to another. It is progressive, all leading to the one day when He 
returns or we die and we see Him face to face, which will be the 
                                                
1 Hughes, R. Kent. 2 Corinthians: Power in Weakness. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 79. 
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culmination of the transformation. The cocoon will be finished and we 
will emerge as Paul says in Romans 8, that God will conform us into 
the image of His Son. The Apostle John put it this way . . . 
 
" 1 John 3:2 ! “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we 

will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” 

 
As the believer increases in their understanding of Christ, they become 
more and more like Him, from one stage of glory to the next, with their 
metaphorical face shining more and more until they reach eternity, then 
it will shine like Jesus. R. C. Sproul has said it like this . . . 
 
“The final goal of every Christian is to be allowed to see what was 
denied to Moses. We want to see Him face-to-face. We want to bask in 
the radiant glory of His divine countenance. It was the hope of every 
Jew, a hope instilled in the most famous and beloved benediction of 
Israel: ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you 
and give you peace’ (Numbers 6:24–26).”2 
 
And so friends, while it may not be what it will be someday, how is 
your gaze at the Lord? Are you Beholding Him? Do you look at His 
beauty? You see, I believe that the #1 reason why people fail to grow in 
their relationship with the Lord; the main reason why we see so little 
spiritual growth in the process to maturity is that we do not spend time 
gazing at Him. They have a low exposure rate to His things. 
 
Illustration: JT has Low Vitamin D 
• Recently we took JT to the doctor to do some blood work because 

he always seems to be tired. He is 13, so that may be part of the 
issue. But it seems like he gets plenty of sleep each night, but is 
always tired. The blood tests revealed that he has a severe vitamin 
D deficiency. They say the low levels are around 30–35%. He was 
at 19%. Extremely low. One of the reasons for this is a low 
exposure to sunlight. We do live in Cleveland. # 

 
The problem with an exposure to the things of God is not that He hasn’t 
revealed Himself. His glory is everywhere. It’s just that we veil it. 
When I was flying back from Thailand, we made our approach into 
Cleveland and it was bright as could be. The sun was blinding. But then 
it took us about 10 seconds to get through the clouds in our approach 
                                                
2 Sproul, R. C. The Holiness of God (Carold Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2000), 22. 
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and everything was gray and dark and depressing. Welcome home to 
Cleveland. The glory of God is all around us, we just sometimes put 
these clouds up to keep it from impacting us. What we need is to 
intentionally expose ourselves to the Lord God and allow Him to 
change us. How do we do that? There are many ways, but let me share 
three general categories with you this morning.  
 
1. SPEND PERSONAL TIME WITH HIM DAILY. 
 
I know it sounds like a broken record, but spending time with the Lord 
daily through His Word and prayer and worship is not just some hoop 
that Christians are told to do. It’s a privilege that those who were part 
of the OC did not have. They could not approach God like we can 
today in the NC.  
 
" Hebrews 4:16 ! “Let us then with confidence draw near to the 

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.” 

 
We have the glory of the Word of God, His special message, special 
love letter to us and yet we allow it to sit on the shelf day after day, 
never reading it and wondering why we are not growing? Why is it so 
hard to say no to that sin that I feel has entangled my life? Why is it so 
difficult to be in relationships? Why am I so angry? It’s simple. If you 
are not spending personal time with God daily, you are not gazing at 
Him. He is something you want instead of someone you love! In his 
wonderful book called Look and Live, Matt Papa says . . .  
 
“Worship is war. The call is to behold the Son of God, not merely look 
at Him. It is to gaze deep into the gospel, not merely pray some prayer 
and then move on. We must linger. Christianity is the hard, joyful 
journey of beholding Jesus by faith until the day you behold Him by 
sight.”3 
 
Does your face shine brighter every day because you are filling it up 
with time spent with the Father through the Son by the Spirit? 
 
2. SPEND CORPORATE TIME WITH HIM WEEKLY 
 
Coming to church is not something that we do in order to check off that 
we have done our religious duty. It is something special that happens 
through the corporate body of Christ, the serving of gifts to each other, 
                                                
3 Papa, Matt. Look and Live. (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 2014), 119. 
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the worship together, the studying the Scriptures through the preaching 
of God’s Word together.  
 
" Hebrews 10:24–25 ! “And let us consider how to stir up one 

another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as 
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near.” 

 
Showing up is the lowest possible denominator of this text. Read the 
context and you will see that it falls on the heels of encouragement that 
we have access to the holy place through faith and the need to have 
others in our life to help us walk with faith. Something special happens 
when the body of believers gathers together in purity with clear 
consciousness, seeking the face of the Lord together.  
 
Beholding God is something we want to focus on in our studies this 
coming year as well. We want to study His character. We want to be 
marvel at His greatness. We want to stop and stare at Him. In order to 
do this, we are going to study Him in His Godhead, the Trinity. We 
hope and pray that our journey towards becoming like Jesus will be 
furthered as we seek to Trust in God, Love like Jesus, and Follow the 
Spirit. 
 
$ Trust in God – Starting next week, we are going to begin an 8-week 

study on the nature and character of God. Our purpose in this study 
is to sit and bask at the feet of who God is. I want us to drink the 
deep waters of the River of Life. And I hope we see that our faith 
and trust in Him is dependent upon who we think He is. And so we 
need to increase our understanding and expand our thinking of 
God! 

 
$ Love Like Jesus – We want to study the Love of Christ. The love 

He had for people should move us or draw us closer to Him. But it 
also should move us closer to others. At the end of April, we will 
begin an 8-week series through 8 different vignettes from the 
gospel of John where Jesus shows His love to eight different types 
of people. 

 
$ Follow the Spirit – In the fall, we will take 8 weeks to think through 

the role of the Holy Spirit in our life. He is too often the forgotten 
member of the Trinity. We should understand His importance when 
we read that Jesus says it is better for us to have the Spirit of God 
living inside of us than for Him to be physically present beside us. 
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3. SPEND RELATIONAL TIME WITH HIS PEOPLE CONTINUALLY. 
 
If your fellowship with God’s people is only a few hours on Sunday 
morning, you will miss out on the shining faces of other Christians. 
Invite others into your life, to help chisel away the darkness of your 
soul. They can help point out the blindness of your life. 
 
One way to do that is through small groups. Another way to do this is 
to be very intentional in your pursuits of people. Another way is to be 
receptive when someone has something to talk to you about in your 
life, don’t just dismiss it.  
 
One of our greatest problems in life is that we fail to treat God like He 
is God. Make sure and pick up a copy of the book that we are giving 
out to each family this morning. Obviously, I would not be passing it 
out if I did not highly recommend it to you. I want to end this morning 
with Tripp’s words from the introduction on why he wrote this book. I 
hope it resonates with each of us today . . . 
 
“I wrote this book for me because I am aware that I need to spend 
more time gazing upon the beauty of the Lord. I need to put my heart in 
a place where it can once again be in awe of the grandeur of God that 
reaches far beyond the bounds of the most expressive words in the 
human vocabulary. I need awe of him to recapture, refocus, and 
redirect my heart again and again. And I need to remember that the 
war for the awe of my heart still wages inside me.”4 
 
Please stay with us for lunch and our annual meeting. If you need to go, 
we understand, but we would love to have you stay as we seek to shine 
the lights of our ministry brighter to each other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
4 Tripp, Paul David. Awe. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), 11–12. 


