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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
June 21, 2015 

 
FAITHFULNESS: HOW TO FINISH OUR MISSION WELL 

2 Timothy 4:5 
 
Introduction: The Death of Elizabeth Elliott 
• I am sure that you heard the news this past week about the passing 

away of Elizabeth Elliott. She has meant a lot to a lot of people in 
the years she was on the Mission Jesus gave her. What comes to 
your mind when I say her name? I’ll tell you what I think. When I 
hear her name, I immediately think of a woman who didn’t quit. 
She didn’t bail on the Mission Jesus had for her. You probably 
know parts of her story, but let her life illustrate to us what it means 
to not quit.  

• In 1956, while trying to make contact with the Auca Indians, a 
remote tribal group in Ecuador, her husband Jim Elliott along with 
several others, was speared to death. What do you think you would 
do if you felt called by God to minister to an unreached people 
group and they killed your husband? At the time, her oldest 
daughter was 10 months old. Newly widowed with an infant, how 
would you respond? How would you be faithful to your Mission? 

• You may know the story, in 1958, just over two years later, she 
makes contact with the tribe and goes to live among them for 
several years. She meets those who killed her husband is part of a 
team that sees many of the tribe members come to know Jesus 
Christ. That’s someone who did not quit. That’s someone who was 
faithful to her Mission. She eventually left that Mission and served 
Christ all the years of her life until she was unable to do so. She 
finished her Mission well.  

 
I would hope that we all want to finish well. I would hope that we want 
to finish this race of the Christian life in a God-honoring, Christ-
exalting, Spirit-depending and Mission-fulfilling way. My prayer is that 
I finish well. I want you to finish well. The reality is that some of us 
have many decades left in our Mission and some of us have a relatively 
short amount of time until the Lord takes you through those Gates of 
Splendor. None of us know how long we have, so we continue to be 
faithful to our calling until He is done with us.  
 
This morning, we finish our series on Mission, and as we do, I want to 
remind ourselves what we are seeking to finish well in. We began nine 
weeks ago saying that God has given us a job. The lack of fulfillment 
we often feel in life cannot be cured by another car or a better video 
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game system. Our meaning in life can be found in understanding the 
special mission or job that He has entrusted to us. He has called us to 
be His Ambassadors. He has left us here to be His spokesperson for 
Him. Christian, as we walk around on this earth, we are a walking 
billboard for the transformative power of Jesus Christ. Spurgeon said, 
“Every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter.”  
 
While our occupation may be a teacher, plumber, accountant, student, 
electrician, business owner, or whatever . . . our job as a Christian is a 
missionary for Jesus Christ. We have been sent as Jesus was sent by 
His Father into this world. He was not of the world, but He came into 
the world that the world might be saved through Him. When we 
become Christians, we are taken out of the world, in the sense that our 
identity is not of the things here. This is not our home. But then we are 
sent back into the world to engage the world, not to save the world in 
the sense Jesus saved the world, but to take the message of salvation 
back to those whose relationship with God is broken. This is the job the 
Lord has entrusted to us.  
 
Now, as we live in this world, not of this world, one of the keys for us 
fulfilling the Mission Jesus has for us is to think Christianly about 
everything. We do not fulfill His mission He has for us by adding in 
more spiritual things into our already busy schedules. We do it by 
thinking differently about everything we are already doing. We do them 
all for the glory of God. There is a way to play baseball to the glory of 
God. There is a way to be His missionary as we go swimming to His 
glory. We change diapers in a Christian way. We even cheer for the 
Cubs at an Indians game, up 17-0 in a Christian way. There is a way to 
be an employee for His glory, and thus fulfilling the Mission He has for 
us. On and on we could go. 
 
One of the things we have tried to emphasize in this series is that it is 
somewhat foolish to think we can do it on our own. We have been 
created for community. And when we think about fulfilling His 
mission, we find ourselves most useful for Him when we are with 
others; on mission with others. We do it together. We walk on Mission 
together. As we walk together, the biblical example is that we have 
someone training us for the mission and we train others for the mission 
(think of the elevator illustration). This is called discipleship. And it is 
the way in which we ensure the mission continues long beyond our life.  
 
One of the greatest opportunities we have on our Mission is to love our 
spouse, if we are married. It is a mission unlike any other. It goes 
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without saying that marriage is under attack these days. The best way 
for the Christian to live on mission under the pressure of this attack is 
not to engage in a political debate. It is to develop marriages directed 
toward God’s original design for His glory and our good. 
 
Marriage is one of the greatest gifts God has given us. But it is not the 
only gift He has given for our enjoyment. He is the Giver of all gifts. 
And nobody should enjoy life more than the Christian on the mission 
Jesus has for them. We can and should enjoy a good meal, friendships, 
vacations, sports, technology, music, art, and everything else He has 
given us. We can enjoy them because we know that they are a window 
into something greater as they point to a gracious and kind Creator.  
 
But sometimes these gifts become our gods and we worship them 
instead of the Giver of the gifts. This particularly happens when it 
comes to the money He has entrusted to us. As we enjoy this world 
God has created, we hold His gifts with open hands. This is one of the 
greatest evidences we understand the Mission He has for us, when with 
great joy; we let go of His resources He has entrusted to us for the 
support of His mission. 
 
And that gets us to today. After saying all of this, my desire this 
morning is to encourage all of us to keep going. Keep walking with 
Him. Keep promoting Him. Continue finding our fulfillment in the 
Mission He has for us. Let’s be faithful to finish the race well. I want to 
encourage us in this way through some of Paul’s last words to his dear 
friend, Timothy, in the last book that he writes to him.  
 
The book of 2 Timothy is a final appeal to a dear friend to continue in 
what he is doing. Paul knows his time is up. He is about ready to die. 
When Paul writes this book, he is in prison in Rome for the second 
time. He is most likely chained in an underground dungeon that was 
part of the Roman sewer system. It is real for Paul. He knows his time 
is up and he knows he is about to die. In fact, in the verses immediately 
following what we are going to look at this morning, Paul says . . . 
 
 2 Timothy 4:6–7  “For I am already being poured out as a drink 

offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 

 
He has completed the Mission Jesus had for Him. He is ready to go 
meet His Lord and Savior. He is ready to be with Jesus. And at the 
close of this letter to his dear friend, he wants to encourage him to 
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finish the mission well. At the end of chapter 3, Paul reminds him to 
continue in what he has learned and become convinced of, knowing 
that the Bible is what opens eyes and converts sinners. Why? Because 
the Bible is God’s authoritative, inspired Word which is profitable for 
everything we need in life. It is our tool on the Mission. Because of 
this, Paul tells Timothy to preach from this book. Use this book on your 
mission even when people don’t want to hear it. It is the tool that you 
keep by your side for it is sharper than any two-edged sword.  
 
That leads us to what I want to talk about this morning. Just one verse 
that stands as a summary of what to do when the culture becomes even 
less concerned about God’s truth. What should we do? How do we 
continue on His Mission? Some of Paul’s final thoughts are simple: 
 
“As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of 
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 
 
In just a second, we are going to look at these four imperatives that 
Paul gives to Timothy. But before we do, I wanted to point out that 
collectively together, these commands all have to do with perseverance. 
Paul is saying, “Keep going! Don’t quit!” He is the guy who is 
finishing the race, next to the young man just starting “come on man, 
you can do it. Just a bit more. One more step. And one more step. You 
can continue. I believe in you.” And so let me give you these FOUR 
ENCOURAGEMENTS TO FINISH WELL . . . 
 
1. THINK CLEARLY. 
 
Always be sober-minded. Be free from mental or spiritual drunkenness. 
Keep your head on your shoulders. It means to be well-balanced and 
self-controlled. When things happen in your life that you don’t think 
are going your way, keep your head clear of distractions so you know 
truth from error. When you face difficult things in your life, think 
clearly about who you are and why you are here. This is stability in an 
upside down world. 
 
Maybe the most important word is “Always.” In all things, we need to 
think clearly. Once again, this is probably a reminder that we need to be 
thinking about everything we do in a Christian way, even the way we 
think about them. Why is this necessary? It is important because of the 
world in which we live. We live in a world in which we are going to 
face tragedy. There are going to be more 9/11’s in this world. There are 
going to be shooters who kill people in horrific situations. How do we 
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view them? How do we respond to them? What do we do? More 
important, how do we think of them? When these things happen, do we 
freak out or do we keep our head on our shoulders?  
 
We will deal with suffering and persecution more in a minute, but the 
way we think about them means everything in how we respond to them. 
When someone does something to us because of our faith, do we 
maintain self-control and keep our calm? Or do we freak out?  
 
You see, when I think of being sober minded or thinking clearly, I think 
of someone who is trained for the most horrific situations that remain 
calm. I think of Captain Sullenberger of US Airways Flight 1549 who 
kept his calm after birds took out his engines on his take off out of 
LaGuardia Airport and successfully landed his plane in the Hudson 
River. That’s being sober minded. That’s thinking clearly in the middle 
of difficult situations. It is staying calm.  
 
And that is what we are called to do as Christians in a world that is 
obviously not in favor of Christian beliefs. Can I be honest? I look 
through Facebook from time to time and it seems as though it has 
become the place to rant without any filter. Could I just beg you before 
you hit the send button that you think clearly and Christianly about 
what you are going to post? When we freak out over anything from bad 
service at a restaurant to the whole transgender issue, we risk our 
Mission for Jesus.  
 
I’m not saying you don’t speak up. We should. But let’s just make sure 
we are speaking up out of a mind that is thinking clearly instead of a 
mind that is hyper sensitive and over reacting and we are not sober-
minded and free from distractions. Christian, let’s keep our focus! 
 
2. ENDURE SUFFERING. 
 
This is not referring to general sorts of suffering. He’s not saying, 
“Well, if you live in a place that has high humidity in the summer or 
lots of snow in the summer, endure that suffering.” No. This is specific 
suffering for the sake of the gospel! This is one that is difficult for us to 
fully grasp right now in our life. For honestly, we don’t really suffer 
that much for the sake of the gospel. But it’s coming. If you don’t think 
its coming our way, you have buried your head in the sand and 
probably are not thinking clearly as we just mentioned.  
 



 6 

If we want to be His witness and His Ambassador as He desires us to 
be, we will experience suffering. He promises us that we will. Paul said 
earlier in this book that “all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted” (3:12). It will happen. He even invites 
Timothy to come share in his sufferings as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus (2:3). Can you imagine that? “Hey Timothy, I have something 
great for you, why don’t you be a good soldier for Jesus and come 
share in the sufferings that I’m experiencing” (don’t forget that he is in 
prison about ready to lose his life). Jesus even says,  
 
 Matthew 5:10–12  “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 

 
We have never been promised that this life is going to be easy. Yes, He 
has given us many great gifts in this life to enjoy. We experience them 
in full here in America. But let’s not let these great gifts lure us into 
thinking that suffering is a bad thing. It’s a healthy thing that keeps our 
focus off of ourselves and onto what really matters. If I were honest, I 
have always felt like we run from suffering and persecutions, but if we 
had it more often, I don’t think we would run. We would gladly receive 
for Jesus says that we would be blessed! We would understand a depth 
of the “rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven” in ways 
that we never know now.  
 
Think Clearly & Endure Suffering. 
 
3. BE EVANGELISTIC. 
 
Do the Work of an Evangelist. Does that command by Paul seem easy? 
Now, I want to differentiate here between those that have the gift of 
evangelism and the rest of us. For some, it comes very naturally. Paul 
says in Ephesians 4:11 that God calls some as evangelist and some as 
shepherds and teachers. As we read through the biblical record, there is 
only one man who is said to have been an evangelist? Trivia question, 
do you know who that was? We are told that Philip was an evangelist.  
 
There are some people that just find it easy to share the gospel with 
others. It comes naturally. The conversation just always goes that 
direction. It is always on their mind and they find it easy to bridge that 
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gape from the ordinary life to the spiritual. If you know anything about 
Ray Comfort, you know he is an evangelist. Sharing the gospel comes 
naturally for him.  
 
Now, I have to say that I found it interesting that many commentators 
are split on what Paul means by this. They tend to think that Timothy is 
an evangelist and Paul is reminding him to keep going. But I don’t 
think so. He tells him to do the “work of an evangelist.” It is work for 
him. It is hard. It is something that doesn’t naturally come easy, but 
something that he needs to think about doing. It isn’t a vacation; it is 
difficult; it is labor.  
 
This is how I find sharing the gospel. It is work. It doesn’t always come 
easy. I find it easy to be friendly and talk just about anything. But to 
transition the conversation to the gospel is work. But it is something 
Timothy was supposed to do. And it is something that we are supposed 
to work at as well.  
 
When Timothy receives this letter, he is the pastor at the church in 
Ephesus. It is an established church. The gospel has been there and has 
infiltrated the community. Take some time at some point to read Acts 
19 and you will find out that when the gospel did come to Ephesus, 
radically things happened. It actually changed the entire socio-
economic status in the city. It rocked that city. And now, many years 
later, Timothy receives a letter from Paul reminding him to not forget 
about the work of the evangelist. Keep going.  
 
This reminds me that once the gospel has been planted in a community 
and a church is planted, it doesn’t mean the work of the gospel or the 
work of sharing the gospel is finished. It has just begun. I think what 
Paul is saying is that we should not become so preoccupied with the 
many other things that happen in the life of a church that we forget the 
reason why we are here. We are here because of the gospel. And we are 
here for the gospel! It will only be finished once we are in heaven, and 
until then, we need to keep going. Keep preaching. Keep sharing. Keep 
doing the work of the evangelist, even when it seems difficult. That’s 
why it is called “work!” 
 
We believe the gospel. We study the gospel. We get to know the gospel 
inside and out. We never outgrow the gospel. We live the gospel 
everyday in our life. And then we preach it. And as we do, we are 
doing the work of the evangelist. Think Clearly, Endure Suffering, Be 
Evangelistic, and lastly . . . 
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4. FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY. 
 
This is the last summary statement. Finish what you are called to do! 
Be faithful to the job the Lord has entrusted you to do. What does this 
mean for us? I can think of several ways we can apply this to our lives?  
 
First, let’s not forget that we are Ambassadors. He has us here for a 
reason, so let’s find our fulfillment in what He has for us. I promise you 
one thing, we will never be bored in life if we consume ourselves with 
the things He wants us to do. If we are faithful to the Great 
Commission, we will never find ourselves unfulfilled. We are His 
Ambassadors, so let’s fulfill that ministry.  
 
Second, we know God uniquely gifted us as Christians. Each of us have 
been uniquely gifted by the Lord for special tasks. For some, it is 
evangelism, so get busy with it. Keep going. For others, it is teaching, 
so get busy with it. For others, it is service, so get busy serving. How 
has the Lord gifted you? What are your spiritual gifts? Fulfill that 
ministry that He has entrusted to you.  
 
Third, we never retire. Don’t waste your life and your retirement. Our 
life is not a graduate program that we graduate from once we turn 65 
and then we shut down. There are always opportunities to pray, to 
serve, to share, to love, to minister, to keep going. Don’t mail it in. 
Keep going. 
 
Conclusion: Prayer for our Mission (tomorrow) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


