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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
June 14, 2015 

 
GENEROSITY: SUPPORTING THE MISSION 

2 Corinthians 9:1–15 
 
We have just two more weeks in our series on Mission and I pray this 
series is starting to make us think about our life. My prayer is this 
series is giving us some hope and vision for how we might be able to 
be involved in our community and how we might be able to be the 
Ambassadors Jesus has called us to be. This morning, we get really 
personal. We are going to talk about how THE WAY WE VIEW OUR 
MONEY EITHER SUPPORTS OR HINDERS THE MISSION JESUS HAS FOR 
US. 
 
But before we get into the conversation on money and generosity, there 
are a few preliminary things I want to say. First, I want you to know 
that I do not know how much anyone gives. Well, I guess I know how 
much one family gives at our church . . . my family. That’s it. Nothing 
that I’m going to say comes from any knowledge of any giving records. 
Please know that we take your privacy in this matter very seriously.  
 
Second, my desire is that this message does not produce guilt. Talking 
about money is often similar to talking about prayer; it can be very guilt 
inducing. It is easy to say things like, “When was the last time you 
prayed for one hour?” As if that is the standard and if you don’t make 
that, you should feel bad about yourself. Or when we talk about money, 
it can be, “You had better be giving at least 10%, for that is the 
benchmark or true spirituality.” I don’t want to guilt you into giving as 
that never lasts. It isn’t helpful. And honestly, it becomes very 
Pharisaical. I say that because some people may very well be honoring 
to God giving their 3% and some are very displeasing to God giving 
their 15%. The issue is not necessarily with the percentage, but with the 
heart behind the giving. That is why we are talking about generosity 
this morning. 
 
My desire is not to guilt you to give. I don’t want you to feel guilt, but I 
do want the Spirit of God to convict in areas that only He knows. I do 
want you to feel conviction from the Holy Spirit if parts of what we 
talk about this morning touch you where you are at in life today. 
 
The last preliminary comment I have before we jump into the bulk of 
the message is that every study I have ever read indicates that 
Christians are less generous with their money than they could be. Well, 
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at least American Christians. Honestly and openly, I feel this in my 
own heart as many of you probably do at times. It is easy for me to give 
out of my overflow instead of thinking of ways I could sacrifice for the 
Mission Jesus has for me. I did a little exercise this past week and I 
would encourage you to do it. I tried to think of a time when I 
sacrificed in my giving. And by sacrifice, I don’t mean, “Well, I guess 
we will only eat out two times this week instead of three.” What I mean 
is, was there a time in my life when I gave up something I could have 
had in order to be generous to support someone or something as part of 
the Mission Jesus has for me? That was a hard question to answer. 
 
But it is the attitude we see in the generosity of the people of Corinth. 
In 2 Corinthians 8–9, Paul is expressing a huge need that the people of 
Corinth could help meet. The church in Jerusalem was in extreme 
poverty. There had been a famine, a very severe one. And the people of 
Jerusalem found themselves extremely impoverished, broke, and 
without food. And so Paul thought the churches should take care of 
each other. His plan was to take up a collection from the churches he 
had planted in order to take care of the Christians in Jerusalem. 
 
In chapter 8, Paul tells them that being generous with what you have is 
really an act of grace. It blesses people. It changes them. But it is never 
about what you give, but your heart in how you give. But that doesn’t 
mean Paul doesn’t challenge them to give radically. In fact, he tells the 
Corinthians that people in Macedonia gave when it didn’t make sense 
to give. They gave beyond their means. In fact, they were so concerned 
with the need that they begged Paul to allow them to take care of the 
need. I’d say that’s fairly radical, don’t you think? 
 
Then throughout the rest of chapter 8, Paul makes the argument that it 
is not about what we give, but how we give. Do we give with a desire 
to help others? Are we concerned about the Mission He has for us? Are 
we ready to give? Are we giving according to our ability? By the way, 
on a quick side note, this addresses one of the major issues facing many 
people in the church today. We have so over-mortgaged ourselves with 
things in this world that we are not ready to give because we have 
removed our ability to give. We may want to, but because of all the 
toys we have and things we have accumulated, we can’t. Part of being 
ready to give is preparing ourselves financially so that you can give 
when needs arise.  
 
This then leads us into chapter 9, where we are going to spend the bulk 
of our time this morning. As we walk through this chapter, I hope we 
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will see how THE WAY WE VIEW OUR MONEY EITHER SUPPORTS OR 
HINDERS THE MISSION JESUS HAS FOR US. 
 
VS. 1–2  Paul is making note that it would be ridiculous to once 
again come to them and ask them about the funds or to try to sell them 
on the concept of giving to the people in Jerusalem. He has already 
done that before. They know the need of those in Jerusalem. He already 
told them about the need at the end of 1st Corinthians.  
 
 1 Corinthians 16:1–3  “Now concerning the collection for the 

saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 
On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside 
and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no 
collecting when I come. And when I arrive, I will send those whom 
you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem.” 

 
And then again in chapter 8, Paul makes mention of this special 
offering. He knows that they know. And he knows they were ready at 
one point to give, and more than ready, they were eager to help. Now 
Paul wants them to follow through with their promise to give. In fact, 
their initial response to Paul to help was a message Paul took to other 
churches. And this response to be generous inspired others to be 
generous. Those in Macedonia gave more generously because the 
Corinthians inspired them. Could it be that generous giving moves 
others to be generous?  
 
VS. 3–5  Paul now gives the reason why he is sending men with Titus 
from Macedonia to collect their money they promised to give. They are 
sent to help organize the money. These are the first ushers; the money 
collectors. The bottom line that Paul knows is that good intentions to be 
generous are not always good enough. We need to follow through with 
our pledge to give. 
 
I have this picture in my mind, not sure if it is true or not, but of some 
people coming back with Paul from Macedonia (vs. 4) to help Paul 
collect the offerings from the church at Corinth. If we studied the 
financial situation of those in Macedonia, we would understand that 
they were extremely poor, but in their extreme poverty, they gave 
beyond their means. They gave when it didn’t make sense to give. 
 
And so I have this picture of guys coming back with Paul to help with 
this collection and they show up in the most ragged clothes. They are 
torn; they have jeans with holes in them (not on purpose). They are the 
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goodwill shoppers. And even in all this, they have given way beyond 
their means. Why? One reason Paul now gives is that they were 
motivated by how they heard the people of Corinth were giving to this 
cause (or at least the excitement that they had heard from Paul). 
 
Imagine them getting to Corinth and seeing the people in their nice 
designer clothes, driving their nice chariots, having the nice houses and 
buildings . . . imagine that they get to Corinth and the people have 
nothing really prepared to give. It had been lip service. It had been a 
promise they never followed through on, for whatever reason. “Oh, you 
don’t understand, we get so many requests from different people, that 
we just had to make a decision and decided to not help in this case.” 
You know, we are good at making excuses for not giving. I know it is 
easy for me to make a long list at times that keep me from being as 
generous to God’s mission as I could be. 
 
And so this potential of them not being prepared concerns Paul. If Paul 
returns with more people from Macedonia, it would be embarrassing 
and shaming to Paul, who had boasted so much about them, and the 
implication is that it would also have been embarrassing to the 
Corinthians. Back in vs. 2, it says that the heart of the Corinthians had 
“stirred up” the Macedonians. Of course, this could be positive or 
negative. You could stir someone up in the sense of irritating or 
provoking, or you could stir someone up in the sense of motivation. It 
had been motivation for the Macedonians, but it could end up being 
irritation if they arrive with Paul and there is no collection. 
 
So, Paul’s idea is to send guys ahead of him with Titus to help them 
organize their funds they were going to be generous with. This is 
somewhat hard for us to imagine, for we think like Americans in 2015. 
For them to give would have been much harder than it would be for us 
to simply cut a check or go to the ATM. It was much more difficult. 
They probably received daily wages for different jobs. But some of 
them might have had to sell a chicken or an animal to get money for 
their giving. Paul is not going to take a chicken to Jerusalem.   He is 
going to take cold hard cash that he can use to buy food there.  
 
Look down at the end of vs. 5, that what was promised by the people 
was a gift. It’s a term that means blessing. What they were giving was 
to be a blessing to others and it was a gift that was not affected by 
covetousness. How does covetousness affect blessing others? It is 
affected when the man or woman is looking at how much they can keep 
as opposed to how much he can give. Covetousness rears its evil head 
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when we look in and not out; when we are focused on our wants 
instead of the needs of others; when we hold our hands closed over our 
money and stuff instead of open, praying for how God would have us 
steward His gifts He has given us. 
 
VS. 6  In talking about this beautiful blessing that they are to give, 
we now find ourselves in a passage that has been ripped and torn apart 
by TV evangelists who themselves are greedy and are playing off the 
greed of others, teaching a prosperity gospel. There are some people 
who see this passage as a “get rich scheme.” But it’s wrong to think of 
this as a means to get rich. There’s an old English Proverb that says, 
“He who serves God for money will serve the Devil for better wages.” 
 
The basic theme of vs. 6 is that you get what you give. Sounds simple, 
but what does it mean? It means that in the same way the farmer is 
stingy with their seed and gets stingy results, the person who is stingy 
with their money will get stingy results. So, is it spiritual or physical? 
What is the result that Paul is talking about? 
 
Not sure we are ever specifically told (yet the next few verses tend to 
lend some context to it). And maybe because we are never told exactly 
what he means by this, the issue goes back to the heart of the giver. 
“God gives back blessings to those who give as a matter of blessing.”  
We should sow as much as possible and then trust God. This is the 
same concept that is spoken about throughout the OT. For instance . . . 
 
 Proverbs 11:24–25  “One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 

another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. 
Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will 
himself be watered.” 

 
One commentator gives some clear thinking on this matter on how we 
should understand this give and get mentality . . . 
 
“In recent times this idea has been perverted by unscrupulous ministers 
to entice people to believe that the more they give the more they will get 
in return. They appeal to greed to encourage others to open their 
pocketbooks, and they give ultimately to get more for themselves. But 
this verse must be interpreted in terms of what follows. Paul does not 
pass this principle off as a shrewd investment strategy on how to reap 
greater material blessings by giving a portion of it to others. If one 
gives in hopes of attaining greater material prosperity, then one will 
harvest only spiritual poverty. Paul makes clear in what follows that 
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God rewards generosity with material abundance to make it possible 
for people to be even more generous.”1 
 
Think of it in those terms. Maybe the opening of heaven to give us 
more because of our generosity is so that we would be more generous. 
Or maybe it is as Randy Alcorn states in his book, Treasure Principle, 
“God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my 
standard of giving.”2 Now that’s a radical thought!  
 
So, if we are to give bountifully or as a blessing, then how are we to 
give? We are to do so with a joyful heart!   
 
VS. 7  This is giving that is thoughtful and prayerful. As I said 
earlier, we should not ever give out of guilt. We should not give 
because we are forced to give. We are not to give because we feel 
pressure to give. But we should sit down and purpose in our heart what 
we feel the Lord leading us to give and then give that with a generous, 
joyful heart! 
 
Now, this does not mean that we sit there and stop giving because we 
simply do not feel like giving. The point is that we should be always 
seeking ways to change our attitude and feelings in the giving process. 
When we get to the point where we don’t want to be generous, it is 
probably a good cue to ask ourselves some very hard questions like, 
“why do I not want to give in this moment? What is it that keeps me 
from wanting to be generous in this moment?” It is the same point in 
other spiritual disciplines, like reading the Bible or praying. We should 
never just stop reading the Word or praying because we do not feel like 
it or we are feeling coerced into it. But it should raise curiosity in us as 
to why we don’t feel like it in that moment. 
 
By the way, and I know this is a very personal matter in our life. But 
this is when community is so important. I know very few people that 
would invite others into their life in this moment asking them to ask 
them questions to help diagnose why they are not feeling generous into 
his moment of time. But maybe we need more of this in our life.  
 
This feeling of not wanting to be generous is illustrated greatly in the 
OT example of the Sabbatical Year. Every seven years, they were 
required to forgive all debts that were against you. It was a year in 
which you were really suppose to take care of the poor. It was a year in 

                                                
1 Garland, David E.  2 Corinthians.  (Nashville, TN; Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 405-406. 
2 Alcorn, Randy. The Treasure Principle. (Colorado Springs: CO, Multnomah, 2001), 75. 
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which the fields would be open to the poor in a special way. It was a 
plan by the Lord to take special care of the poor. 
 
 Deuteronomy 15:7–11  “7 “If among you, one of your brothers 

should become poor, in any of your towns within your land that the 
LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or 
shut your hand against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your 
hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may 
be. 9 Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart and 
you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and your 
eye look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him 
nothing, and he cry to the LORD against you, and you be guilty of 
sin. 10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be 
grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD your God 
will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 11 For 
there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command 
you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy 
and to the poor, in your land.’” 

 
Do you see the contrast of generosity with joy and giving under 
compulsion here? Now, we are in a situation where it is not every 7th 
year, but it is every year. We are called to make sure there are not 
people struggling; we are to see our money and possessions as not 
ourselves but tools that can be used to help others. Maybe this 
illustration will help us understand the dilemma we face between 
giving cheerfully and under compulsion.  
 
Have you ever made a plan to help someone with something or heard of 
a need and wanted to help. You talked to your spouse and you purposed 
in your heart how much you were going to help. It could be anything 
from a building fund, to a special need of someone, to special 
Christmas gifts for those in the community, or maybe even just your 
weekly or monthly giving to your local church that you have committed 
in your heart that you are going to give. And everything is good. You 
are even excited about helping them. And you really think you can do it 
with a good, cheerful heart. 
 
And then . . . boom . . . the washer breaks! You have a backed-up 
sewer. You have a vehicle expense you were unaware of. Something 
happens and now you are forced to deal with your attitude in your 
giving. Are we going to give grudgingly, out of compulsion, or are we 
still going to give cheerfully? By the way, why do you think God says 
He loves a cheerful giver? Could it be that the joyful giver is the person 
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who stands with their finances and possessions in their hands open & 
not closed and are proving that they love God more than the things of 
the world? Could it be that the joyful giver is the one who trusts God to 
be the supplier of their needs?  
 
This is what we find throughout the rest of the passage. Briefly, let me 
suggest several words that will help us in our plan to give cheerfully. 
The First word is Sufficiency! 
 
VS. 8  Please note the word “all.” Paul’s point is that God is able and 
will provide us with everything we need so that we will always have 
enough in everything so that we will have enough for every good deed. 
When we give with a generous and cheerful heart, we will learn what it 
means that God is a giving God. I would even go so far as to say that 
God will always give us enough, make us rich enough to be generous to 
other people at some level. 
 
The challenge is not our wealth, but our belief and obedience. I say that 
because I wonder if a lack of generosity is nothing more than a lack of 
contentment and trust in God as our provider. That is just one problem 
with living in America; we are self-sufficient! Not many of us want to 
learn to become content, but it is something we can learn. 
 
 Philippians 4:10–13  “10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now 

at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I 
am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how 
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret 
of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me. 

 
Jesus says in Matthew 6 not to worry about what we will wear or what 
we will eat or drink. Read the context and you will notice that the 
connection in Matthew 6 about not worrying falls on the heels of His 
statement that nobody can serve God and money. If you love the one, 
you will hate the other. Maybe much of our generous heart and cheerful 
spirit when it comes to supporting the Mission He has for us is wrapped 
up in trusting Him to take care of us. That is why we say that our 
money is a spiritual issue.  
 
Martin Luther, once wrote that “there are three conversions necessary: 
the conversion of the heart, the conversion of the mind, and the 
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conversion of the purse.” Of these three, it may well be that we find the 
conversion of the purse to be the most difficult. Charles Spurgeon 
writes, “With some (Christians) the last part of their nature that ever 
gets sanctified is their pockets.” Much of this is nothing less than a 
trust in God as the provider of what we really need.   
 
Here is another word that will help us understand joyful giving; not 
only Sufficiency, but also Righteousness! 
 
VS. 9–10  In vs. 9, Paul quotes from Psalm 112:9, where the 
righteous man is shown to be a giving man. He generously shows 
righteous deeds, which have eternal implications. And then in vs. 10, 
Paul takes portions of Isaiah 55:10 & Hosea 10:12 to make a point that 
God is the author . . . God provides the seed and the bread. What is 
your seed for sowing that God will provide in this context? It is the 
finances needed to be generous. We are told that God provides not only 
the finances needed to be generous, but that He will provide the harvest 
of your righteousness. What does that mean? 
 
The harvest of your righteousness is what grows up because of our 
righteous giving. Think of these terms. What if all the money we have 
is SEED MONEY, what are we going to do with it? It is given to us 
from God to invest in His Mission that will have eternal results. It is 
giving money so that the gospel can go out and that people can be taken 
care of and that they can meet Jesus as we are His Ambassador! 
 
One of my favorite TV shows is Shark Tank. Business owners come 
before these really rich people who are willing to give them money in 
exchange for a portion of their company. But they only make the deal if 
the return for their money is good. This is not our calling. If people 
come to us and are in need, then we freely and openly and joyfully help 
them in their need and trust God that the fruits of that investment will 
honor Him and glorify Him. Could we be taken advantage of? Of 
course. Again, Luther once said, “I have had many things in my hands 
that I have lost; the things that I placed in the hands of God I still 
possess.”  
 
This leads us then to another word. Not only Sufficiency & 
Righteousness, but now Thanksgiving! 
 
VS. 11–12  Once again he says that we will always have enough to 
be generous (we will be enriched in every way to be generous). Paul 
says that it is this project that will produce thanksgiving to God, 
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presumably by the people in Jerusalem. Giving results in thanks! So 
think of it in these terms. When we choose generosity and joyful 
giving; when we give, we allow others to enter into a moment of 
thanksgiving to God. And when we receive, don’t forget to give thanks! 
Sure, the money is going to help someone physically, but more than 
that, it is going to help them spiritually as they develop a heart of 
thanksgiving to God for supplying their needs. Think about it, when we 
are blessed by something from someone to meet some pressing need, 
how do we respond? If we are a Christian, I hope we respond in 
thanksgiving to God. We say things like, “God is so faithful.”  
 
But it does more than make people thankful . . . it moves people to 
worship. That is our last word: Worship! 
 
VS. 13–15  Not only does our joyful giving of gifts (our generous 
heart) move people to thanks, but it moves them to worship. They will 
glorify God! Why will they glorify God? Well, at least in this situation 
because they would finally understand that the gospel went not only to 
the Jews but also the Gentiles. 
 
For us, that’s probably not a struggle we have. But maybe being 
generous with what God has given us and joyfully supporting His 
Mission is one great evidence that God has done something in our 
heart. We are moved to worship and others are moved to worship God 
because of our worship in that moment of generosity.  
 
Thinking about worship moves Paul to erupt in worship Himself and 
He goes back to the gospel once again. He says, “Thanks Be To God 
For His Inexpressible Gift.” Inexpressible . . . it is the only place in the 
Scriptures where this term is used. Paul basically makes up a new 
word. As Paul thinks back about their joyful giving and the basis for it, 
he reflects back to God once again . . . and there is not a word for how 
he feels for the gift of Jesus and the cross. And so he makes the word 
up. It is inexpressible.  
 
The redeeming grace of Jesus is the basis for all other graces which are 
given by the Lord. This is the KEY to the joy of being generous with 
our finances, Jesus on the cross. That’s why I said at the beginning that 
guilt is not a proper motivation for generosity. Guilt never lasts. But I 
hope to woo us into being generous with what He has so blessed you 
with. Why? Because of His great love for us. This is our motivation, 
because He is a great giving God, we can be generous with what He has 
given us! All to His glory and our good! 


