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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
June 7, 2015 

 
ENTERTAINMENT: ENJOYING GOD’S GIFTS ON THE MISSION 

Colossians 3:17 
 
We have been working our way through a series we have called 
Mission. As Christians, we know that Jesus has called us to be His 
Ambassadors, sent out to spread the truth of His message of 
reconciliation to those whose relationships with God are broken. Jesus 
Himself is sent by the Father to this earth for a very specific reason and 
then when He leaves, He sends His followers into the world as He was 
sent into the world. The Christian has been redeemed from this world 
and then sent back into the world to take this wonderful message of the 
gospel to those who are perishing. We are sent people.  
 
And as we have been building this case for our Mission in the world in 
which we live, I have tried to show the different aspects of how the way 
we live affects the mission. We have talked about community and that 
we should never think we can fulfill this mission alone. God created us 
to need others and move towards others as we seek this mission 
together. We have talked about making disciples and that the way we 
impact the world for a longer time than we will be here is by impacting 
a few right now. Train them to train others to keep the mission going. 
And then last week, we talked about marriage and how the way we 
treat our spouse proclaims a message of truth or lies about Jesus to a 
watching world. It is quite possibly the most difficult and unique 
mission we have in our life.  
 
This morning, I want to go back to a topic we briefly looked at in week 
three when we dealt with a Christian Worldview. If you remember all 
the way back to the beginning of May, I tried to encourage us that 
being on the Mission Jesus has for us does NOT mean adding more 
things to our life, but it does mean thinking differently about everything 
we are already doing in our life. We don’t fulfill His mission by adding 
in one more Bible study a week or by simply scheduling one hour a 
week to do street evangelism. Not that those things are bad. They are 
great things. But our mission isn’t fulfilled by adding additional things 
to our already busy schedule. The way we fulfill His Mission is by 
thinking differently about everything we are already currently doing. 
 
If you remember back when we talked about the Christian Worldview, 
I tried to argue against something that is called Dualism, which is the 
separation between the physical and the spiritual. It is the thought that 



 2 

what happens when we show up at church is holy and everything else is 
simply mundane and secular. This false thinking is applied to us when 
we believe doing devotions is good and righteous, but then when we 
close our Bibles or say “Amen” at the end of our prayer time, we leave 
those things to engage in the mundane living of life. Living life isn’t 
and can’t be holy moments like coming to church or going to prayer 
meetings. 
 
This morning, I want to dig deeper into this. I want us to once again 
stop to contemplate what it means to do all things to the glory of God. I 
want us to think, ponder, and evaluate what it means that everything we 
do in this life can be done for Jesus. I want to talk about enjoying 
everything in this life to the fullest.  
 
This leads us to our main thought this morning: NO ONE SHOULD 
ENJOY LIFE MORE THAN THE CHRISTIAN ON MISSION FOR JESUS! 
No one. It is time for us to stop having a downer about the life we have 
in Jesus. I know there are hard things, and I think we can be honest 
about them. We are real about them. I know there are still trials we will 
face and that the NT says that things for the Christian will only go from 
bad to worse. That’s okay.  
 
But as a Christian who walks around on this earth that has been created 
by our Lord and Savior for our enjoyment and as a window to see Him, 
we can and should enjoy it more than anyone else in this world. He has 
given us so many incredible and wonderful gifts for our enjoyment. We 
can and should worship Him through enjoying them. The prayer 
meeting or the Bible study might be a more direct form of God-
centeredness, but enjoying all the gifts He has given us is still a very 
important act of worship! 
 
This is one of the greatest weapons we have in our pursuit of fulfilling 
the Mission He has give us . . . worship Him through enjoying the gifts 
He has given us. Live life to its fullest. I can imagine a situation in 
which our neighbors look at us and say, “Man, those Christians over 
there really like life. They have fun! They enjoy each other and are 
always living life to the fullest.”  
 
Unfortunately, instead, many Christians act like Eeyore. Do you 
remember him from Winnie the Pooh? He’s depressed. He’s down. 
He’s always sad. He’s the guy who said, “Good Morning, Pooh Bear . . 
. if it is a good morning, which I doubt.” How depressing. I’m not 
saying that there are not sad times of life. There are. I’m not saying 



 3 

there are not hard times when things don’t feel like a good morning. 
There will be hard days. But there are way too many Christians who 
claim to have the joy of the Lord but when you talk to them, you feel 
like you are getting injected with a few cc’s of Xanax or Valium. They 
live their life down. This is not how God designed the Christian life to 
be. He never designed it to be lived joyless.  
 
What I’m going to argue for this morning is that even when things 
seem down, there is joy that can be had in Christ on His Mission. Even 
if life hasn’t turn out the way we thought it might, we can still rejoice 
in the common graces of life as we celebrate His special grace in 
salvation. And so I’m going to challenge us this morning to live life to 
it’s fullest. Enjoy the gifts that He has given us as windows into how 
much our God loves us.  
 
After all, originally, He created all of this for mankind to enjoy. He 
created this world to be enjoyed. And so enjoy the beautiful weather. 
Marvel at a thunderstorm. Have fun in the snow. Eat good healthy food 
with the occasional junk. Watch your kids play sports. Read a good 
book. Watch a good TV show. Above all, enjoy all of the gifts God has 
given, for when you enjoy them, it is a moment of worshipping God! 
 
This is what we can learn in our main passage this morning. I believe a 
good understanding of Colossians 3:17 can challenge and help us on 
our journey to enjoy His gifts to the fullest. Someday we will come 
back and study the entire book of Colossians as it is one of my favorite 
books. It’s all about Jesus. He is at the center of this book. And 
Colossians 3:17 is at the end of an argument of what it looks like to 
think and live a life with Jesus at the center of all things.  
 
In vs. 1–4, Paul argues that we should think differently about life.  Let 
us not set our mind on the things that are on the earth, but on the things 
that are above. Does this mean that we shouldn’t think about our 
marriage or our sports team winning a championship or several good 
pieces of bacon (because who ever thinks of one piece of bacon) 
because these are just earthly things? No, that’s not Paul’s point. He 
defines the earthly in vs. 5 when he says what is earthly in you . . . 
sexual immorality, impurity, evil desire, covetousness and things like 
these. Instead of putting our mind on the sinful earthly things like 
anger, wrath, slander, and obscene talk . . . let us fix our mind on 
heavenly things.  
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What’s that? Reading the Bible? Pictures of angels floating on clouds? 
Praying 24-7? No. The things above are love, kindness, humility, 
meekness, patience, forgiveness, and things like this. Live these things. 
Pursue these things. Engage in these things.  
 
But the key is that we live and pursue these things not in some 
monastery separation from the world in which we live. We pursue them 
while we are engaging in the grand gifts of life that God has given. We 
let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts daily as we pursue 
relationships with one another. We let the words of Christ dwell in us 
as we minister to each other in this life. 
 
And then Paul gets to the end of what it looks like to think and live in a 
Jesus-centered way and says in vs. 17, that whatever we do, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. There are two thoughts I want to camp on 
for a few minutes as we seek to drill this thought of enjoying His gifts 
deep into our soul. I want to start with the end of the verse first.  
 
THE GOAL OF OUR LIFE. In whatever we do in life, whether it be what 
we say or what we do, we can and should do it in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. What does this mean for us? To do something in the name of 
Jesus means to live our life with a view towards who Jesus is and what 
He wants. It is that we are staking His reputation as the Lord of all in 
what we do! Doing things in the name of Jesus means that we live and 
act in a way that represents accurately the name of Jesus that we carry 
as a banner as someone who claims the name of Jesus. 
 
This is what I often say that when someone tells me they are a 
Christian, I immediately think and say (most of the time I say), “Oh 
good, that means you are a follower of Jesus Christ.” To do things in 
the name of Jesus means that we walk in a manner that pleases Him. It 
means that we do the things in our life through His assistance, 
according to His will, and for the promotion of His glory! 
 
And quite possibly, the best way we do this is by giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him. It is living a life of thanksgiving. It is being 
thankful for what He has done for us. It is rejoicing and overflowing 
with thankfulness for what He has given. And this is the key. Being 
thankful. Maybe this is the pattern that is set for people praying before 
a meal, as we give thanks for the good food set before us. There are 
times when I sit down for a meal that I will ask the other person, “Are 
you thankful to God right now?” Great, then let’s eat! That’s our 
prayer, a heart of thankfulness. This is our goal, to do it for Him! 
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This then leads us to the second thing I want to highlight for us: THE 
THINGS IN OUR LIFE. He says that whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. Whatever we do, do them 
through His assistance, according to His will, and for the promotion of 
His glory! Whatever we find ourselves doing, do them carrying the 
banner of His Lordship. 
 
Now, how encompassing is everything? Do you think it is possible that 
we could exclude anything here? No. Everything means everything in 
the context of doing it in the name of Jesus. It is everything that we say 
and everything that we do.  
 
Whatever you do in word. This is anything that passes through our lips. 
All forms of verbal communication. How you respond to your spouse 
when they say something that offends you. What you say to your child 
when they don’t listen to you. The words you say to your coworker 
when your boss makes a new rule for the office. Whatever you say 
should be said in the name of Jesus. 
 
But it’s not just what we say. It is what we do. Not just words we 
speak, but the actions we engage in. This is totally encompassing. 
There is nothing outside of this command. This is our life. It applies to 
all of these situations and more . . . 
 
• The way we work 
• How we watch & play sports 
• Drinking Coffee 
• Playing Video Games 
• Listening to Music 
• Spending time with Friends 
• Eating Food 
• Going fishing 
• Writing poetry 

• Resolving Conflicts 
• Reading books 
• Watching TV 
• Being intimate with our 

Spouse 
• Parenting our Children 
• Going on Vacation 
• Repenting of Sin 

 
It is all encompassing because the Christian realizes that everything we 
have in life is from Him. As James 1 says, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights” 
(1:17). And so what Paul is saying is that every situation we find 
ourselves in; every day in which we live; every moment of life is an 
opportunity to express praise to the One who provides us with 
abundantly beyond all we deserve. Every moment of life is a gift God 
has given for us to enjoy and reflect back to Him praise.  
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Don’t believe me? Go over that list again thinking of them as gifts God 
has given. Is work a gift from God? You may not think so, but it is. Are 
sports gifts from God? Is coffee a gift from God? Keep going down 
that list and what you will find is that each of these situations in life, in 
fact, every situation in life is an opportunity to express to our Lord 
Jesus how incredible He is by giving us so much.  
 
Seriously, have you ever wondered why God made food to taste so 
good? Why is there something magnificent about a sunrise or sunset? 
Why does it look so beautiful? Why does a cool breeze on a warm day 
make you so relaxed that you are grateful He put in the mind of some 
guy at some point in history to make hammocks? Why does a good 
melody stick in your mind? These things are not a result of the curse of 
the fall of mankind. They are not because of sin. They are gifts given 
by God meant to arouse in us something of Him. As Joe Rigney says in 
his book, The Things of Earth,  
 
“We have been given eyes that we might see God displaying his beauty 
in the world, ears that we might hear God singing his grace in the 
world, a nose that we might smell the sweet aroma of God’s life in the 
world, a tongue that we might taste God’s splendor in the world, lips 
that we might tell of God’s triumphs in the world, hands that we might 
lift them in worship of God and service to others, feet that we might 
venture out into God’s world and extend his dominion to the ends of the 
earth. We have been given minds and hearts that think and reason and 
feel and will that we might enjoy them and employ them in the greatest 
of causes.”1 
 
Illustration: Trip to Chicago Last Weekend 
• Let me illustrate it in this way. Last Friday, my wife and I went to 

Chicago for a quick anniversary weekend. We drove over early on 
Friday morning and came back late on Saturday night. And as we 
went, we had the opportunity to pause and reflect on many of the 
joys and gifts God has given us that can be used to worship Him. 
All of these gifts are meant to be a window for us to look through to 
see Him and praise Him. 

• And so as we drive into the city of Chicago, we see this beautiful 
city. Incredible city. It’s one of our favorites as we come over the 
Skyway to see this skyline that is breathtaking. And then we drive 
into the city on a beautiful sunny day to meet up with some friends 
that were part of our small group at our church in Kansas. Another 
great gift. And then we hop on the Red Line to Addison Stop to get 

                                                
1 Rigney, Joe. The Things of Earth. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), 86. 
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out at Wrigley Field, another great gift He has given (yes, sports 
can be a great gift, it would just be even more grand if the Cubs 
would ever win . . . you know how I feel).  

• And we sit down in the stadium and I get Polish Sausage covered 
with Italian Beef. What a great gift! It just cost me a lot. We had 
great friendship and conversations along with a rainbow towards 
the end of the game when the Cubs were mounting a comeback. I 
told my buddy that it’s a good sign that things were going to turn 
out well for us, and he reminded me that the only sign it meant was 
that we weren’t going to be covered in water in a flood.  

• And then after the game, some more gifts in food and fellowship. A 
nice hotel downtown with a great view of the lake and Grant Park. I 
could keep going on and on about the trip that in 24 hours of being 
in Chicago, we had a rejoicing time.  

 
Now, here’s the kicker. We can look at all of these things we enjoyed 
in two different ways. Some people can look at all of these gifts as just 
some fun things in life. And they are. But if it stops there, we are 
selling these gifts short. I say this because the flip side is that in these 
moments of enjoyment, we have the opportunity to reflect praise and 
glory back to God as the creator of all of these things and we can use 
them as an opportunity to worship Him. Does this mean that when we 
have a nice juicy steak it isn’t worship if we don’t intentionally say, 
“Thank you God?” No, not really. It isn’t about a slogan or certain 
words. It’s about a heart attitude. It’s about really enjoying that nice 
medium steak with great seasoning to His glory with a heart of 
thankfulness for His great gift. 
 
CS Lewis once said, “I believe in God like I believe in the sun, not only 
because I see him, but because by him I see everything else.” When we 
follow the Lord, it is like we are given new lenses in our glasses 
through which we see everything more clearly, in the way they were 
intended to be enjoyed. The steak takes on new meaning as we taste it. 
The sunrise means something different for us than it does for the 
unbeliever. A nice competitive baseball game means something 
different for the Christian than for the non-Christian. It must. 
 
What is it that the gold medal winning Eric Liddell said? “I believe 
God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast! And when I run 
I feel his pleasure.” If I could change his statement in one way, it 
would be that one of the purpose for making him is for him to feel the 
pleasure by running fast. The gifts he received from God, with a right 
perspective, moved him to feel the pleasure of God. 
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But there is one danger in enjoying His gifts that He has given. And 
maybe this is why we need to remember to do them and engage in them 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ with a spirit of thankfulness. The 
danger is that often, His gifts are so great that we are content with the 
gifts themselves instead of where the gifts are intended to point us. And 
so many times, we turn His good gifts He gave us into god-like things 
and begin worshipping the gift instead of the Giver of the gift. And by 
the way, the more wonderful the gift, the greater the danger.  
 
Because of this, people begin to worship sex instead of the One who 
created sex for our enjoyment. We begin to worship food and drink 
instead of the One who created spices and flavors and cold, fresh 
watermelon on a warm summer afternoon. And we begin to worship 
sports instead of the One who created bodies that run and jump and 
throw and have a will to be competitive. And we begin to worship 
music instead of the one who created melodies and sounds and ears to 
hear. And we begin to worship rest and sleep instead of the One who 
created bodies in need of rhythm of work and sleep. And on and on the 
list can go.  
 
The solution, for some, is to avoid these things because there is a 
temptation to worship them. But the answer is not to reject His gifts. 
The answer is to enjoy them to the fullest using them for how they were 
designed by their Creator. Use them as a window through which we 
look, in thankfulness, to see Him. And enjoy Him. How do we do this? 
I can think of two ways. 
 
First, through fasting. Fasting is simply laying aside a gift for a 
moment in time and saying, “God, I love your gifts, but I love you 
more. And because of that, I’m going to give up of this great gift to 
pause in You, showing you that You’re the goal of my heart, not just 
Your great gift!” 
 
Second, through the Lord’s Supper. You see, what we are about to do 
should be an anchor that brings us back to remember what is truly 
important. NO ONE SHOULD ENJOY LIFE MORE THAN THE 
CHRISTIAN ON MISSION FOR JESUS. And the reason we can say that is 
because of what Jesus accomplished through His death and resurrection 
on our behalf. For that, we come this morning to tether ourselves back 
to His cross. 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 


