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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
May 31, 2015 

 
MARRIAGE: A MISSION UNLIKE ANY OTHER 

Genesis 2:18–25 
 
Our Big Idea this morning is simple: A CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 
DISPLAYS THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL. It’s that simple. If you walk in 
your marriage in a Christian way, in the ways of Jesus Christ, it will 
magnify His gospel to those who know Jesus and also to those who do 
not know Him. We have been talking throughout this series on Mission 
that there is a way to do everything to the glory of God. This morning, 
we are going to talk about how we live our marriages to His glory. 
 
If we are to live our marriages Christianly, to His glory, the gospel 
can’t help but be magnified. It radiates. It permeates and infiltrates the 
world in which we live. It displays His gospel in ways that 
communicate as powerfully as a sermon. It may be the most unique 
mission we have . . . that to love and honor our spouse in the ways of 
Jesus Christ will make an impact on the watching world that is 
becoming less and less interested with the institution of marriage. 
 
There’s no mistaking the reality that marriage in the United States is on 
a decline. In a recent article I read1, the marriage rate in America has 
hit a record low and is expected to drop even further in the future. All 
we have to do is to look at the trend of statistics from the last 50+ 
years. Among 18 to 32 year olds . . . 
 

 65% were married in 1960 
 48% were married in 1980 
 36% were married in 1997 
 26% were married in 2013 

 
The trend for the institution of marriage looks bleak. People do not 
look at marriage as they used to. It’s not as important as it used to be. It 
is becoming less and less significant as a staple of the community. I 
mean, who needs marriage when we can just live together? Who needs 
to take the marital vows when we can just cohabit? Additionally, who 
needs to stay married when I am not as happy as I deserve to be? It 
doesn’t matter if we divorce, as half of all marriages end in divorce 
anyway (or so some statistics make you think, at least).  
 

                                                
1 http://national.deseretnews.com/article/4535/us-marriage-rate-hits-new-low-and-may-continue-to-
decline.html 
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In a world that doesn’t respect the institution of marriage or hold to its 
importance in our world, when we lift it high and stay together and 
submit to one another, and forgive, and move towards each other 
during the difficult times, and have great relationships, and love each 
other like Jesus loves us . . . when we do this, the light of the gospel 
radiates to the world. Living Christ-Centered marriages is one of the 
most powerful tools we have as we go on the mission Jesus has for us 
in this world. And it is one that we must hold onto tighter and tighter as 
the world continues to downplay it’s significance. 
 
I want to make one thing very clear this morning. While I am speaking 
primarily to married couples, everything I am going to say has 
implications on those who are not married. If you are a single person 
here this morning, there are things you can do to lift high the institution 
of marriage. I hope what you learn about marriage makes you want to 
get married someday. I hope this vision of how marriage is intended to 
be inspires you to promote the institution of marriage. If you are 
struggling in your marriage, I hope this picture paints a hope of what 
your marriage could be. If you think your marriage is going well, I 
hope what you learn this morning will motivate you to continue on in a 
way that shines the light of His gospel even brighter.  
 
One of the pastoral prayers I shared at the beginning of this year is that 
I’m praying our church would be a refuge where marriages can heal, 
grow, and promote the truth of Christ and His Church. I care deeply 
about the institution of marriage, not just because I’m married. I care 
about my marriage and your marriage because I believe there is 
something much bigger at play than two individuals trying to live life 
with each other. I care about marriages because of what the Apostle 
Paul says in Ephesians 5, that marriage is ultimately a picture of Christ 
and His church.  
 
As a husband, the way I relate to & pursue my wife is promoting truth 
or lies about Jesus Christ and His relationship to the church. As a wife, 
the way you relate to your husband promotes truth or lies about the 
beautiful bride that Jesus purchased with His own life. This is why I 
say that if we act Christianly in our relationship to our spouse, we will 
promote the truth of the gospel in ways that we would not if we 
respond to our spouse with selfishness, unforgiveness, and bitterness.  
 
I thought for us to understand and see how this relationship of husband 
and wife impacts the world around us, it would helpful to see how God 
ordained marriage to be. Before sin enters the world, what was it to 
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look like? How is man and woman to relate to each other? What is this 
relationship like? And that is why we turn to the very beginning, to the 
creation of man and woman and see the first marriage ceremony by 
God in . . .  
 
 Genesis 2:18–25 [read] 
 
Genesis 2 is part of the creation narrative. It tells the story of God’s 
creation of everything. Throughout this creation narrative, we are told 
that everything God creates is good. It is perfect. But then we get to vs. 
18 and we are told that something is not good. It is not good that man is 
alone. Before Adam realizes his incompleteness, God plans for a 
solution. To be clear, when God creates Adam, this man is perfect. He 
is without evil. There is nothing in Adam that is displeasing to the 
Lord. But what we find out is that he is also unfinished. He is alone. 
And God’s plan is to create a helper fit for him. But before God does 
this, He wants Adam to feel His need. And so what God does is to give 
him a job to do that will highlight what he is lacking.  
 
In vs. 19–20, we are told that God brings the beasts of the field and 
birds of the air before him so that he could name them. Adam puts on 
his best Zookeeper outfit and names the animals as they are presented 
before him . . . zebra, elephant, horse, rat, eagle, stork, and so on . . . 
whatever he called every living creature is its name. He gives names to 
all livestock, birds, and beasts of the field. As he does this, we are told 
once again that there is still no helper found for him. 
 
Why does God have Adam go through this exercise? Well, partly 
because it is part of Adam’s job description and calling to be over and 
subdue the earth and the animals. But probably more so to highlight 
that he is alone. I have no doubt that as the animals come before him, 
he notices that they come in two forms . . . male and female. He notes 
that the animals have others like them and it awakens in him his need 
that there is no one else like him. 
 
Going through this exercise is also going to do something else in his 
heart. Please note this. It is going to make him appreciate the gift of His 
wife, Eve, once he wakes up from his afternoon nap. Realizing that 
there is none like him is going to bring greater appreciation of the gift 
of his wife God is going to give him. Husbands, I hope we get this. I 
hope we learn this (I’m not saying the wives don’t need to be reminded 
of this as well, you do). I wonder how often in our marriages, we take 
for granted what we have. We look out and see others in marriage and 
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get jealous. Why doesn’t my wife do that? Why can’t my husband 
respond like her husband? And it becomes so easy to become 
discontent with our spouse. That is not how it was originally meant to 
be. When we respond like this, we forget how special it is that God has 
given us someone. We do not appreciate what we have. For Adam, this 
exercise does something in his heart that he realizes there is no one like 
him, no one he is like that he can be with. There is still no helper 
suitable for him.  
 
Much has been made about this term “helper.” How is Eve created to 
be a “helper” to Adam? This term literally means, “to give aid or 
support.” Many women in our world today do not like this term. They 
revolt against this concept, for they think it makes women inferior to 
men. That’s simply not true. All we have to do is see that this same 
term is used by Moses in reference to God who was his helper to 
deliver him from Pharaoh (Exodus 18:4). Moses means that he would 
not have been able to accomplish what he was called to do if it was not 
for God giving aid or support to him. In the same way, the man in the 
marriage relationship will not accomplish what he is called to do 
without the help of his wife. 
 
How does she help? There are many ways we can see how she gives 
aid or support. She obviously helps in the procreation role. Adam is not 
going to be able to fulfill the creation mandate to multiply and fill the 
earth without Eve. I’m not even sure Adam gets this on the first day, 
but we understand the biology of it today. She obviously comes 
alongside of him to balance him in his life. After Genesis 3 and the fall 
of mankind, we are told that it is through her that the savior would 
come. There are many ways in which she is created as helper for Adam. 
 
But recently, I read one other way in which Eve is Adam’s helper that 
so struck me that I wanted to stop for a minute to explain it. Could it 
be, that ultimately, the way in which Eve is Adam’s helper is that 
relationally, she now allows him to image God in a way that he 
previously could not do? In his book, No Ordinary Marriage, Tim 
Savage makes this claim . . . 
 
“Because of her, the man can now manifest the divine likeness. He can 
express self-giving love. He can enter into the wonder of being human. 
He can radiate the image of God. He can glorify God. This explains 
why God created woman as a ‘helper’ (Gen. 2:18). She provides 
indispensable assistance to her male counterpart. Without her, the 
image of God would lie dormant. The arrival of Eve provides Adam 
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with the most important help of all. She assists him, not primarily by 
sharing the load of domestic duties or by providing emotional support 
when his mood flags, but more importantly by providing a context in 
which he can venture a full expression of his humanity. She becomes 
the recipient of his self-giving love.”2 
 
That may seem weighty; so let me explain. What he means by this is 
that Adam is created in the image of God. He is created for community 
and relationship as we saw a few weeks ago. And in order for Adam to 
express this image of self-giving love (that we see present in the 
Trinity), he needs someone he could pour out his love to. He needs 
someone similar to Him that He can sacrifice for. When he is alone, 
there is no one there for him to image God in this way.  
 
But when Eve is created to be his helper, yes, she assists or aids him in 
many ways, but ultimately, she allows him to have someone he can 
image God to by pouring his life out for her. I once read that, “Man 
does not really live until he loves and gives himself away to another on 
his own level.” This happens for us all the time in all sorts of 
relationships, but is highlighted in marriage. And this goes both ways 
in the marriage relationship. When you get married, you are entering 
into a relationship in which you have the opportunity to pour your life 
into the other in order to image God. When you wake up next to 
someone every morning for the rest of your life, you are going to have 
more opportunities to express the glory of God by imaging His self-
giving love than you would if you never married. 
 
This is so different than the “self” view of marriage that our culture 
lives and promotes. If she isn’t making you happy, then leave her. If he 
doesn’t do what you want him to do, you can do better. All you have to 
do is look at Facebook sometime and you will see person after person 
responding with a “selfish, anti-Jesus, its-all-about-me mentality.” 
They aren’t making me happy, so it’s time to look elsewhere. But 
instead, the Christian marriage turns the lens around and says, “How 
can I pour my life out for her? How can I help him?” It isn’t about my 
wants and desires, it is about how I can image God in this situation. 
And when couples live this openly before this world, it can’t help but 
radiate that something is different. It can’t help but show there is 
something greater that you are living for than yourself. 
 
And so after this exercise, Adam is now aware of his aloneness and his 
need for a helper. This is when God gives him the first afternoon siesta 
                                                
2 Savage, Tim. No Ordinary Marriage. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012), 36. 
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in the history of the world. In vs. 21, God causes a deep sleep to come 
over the man and he takes from his side the material to create the 
woman. You have probably heard that God takes a rib and makes 
woman. This word that is traditionally translated “rib” is actually used 
35x in the OT and it never means just a rib. It is “from the side.” I think 
there is so much theology wrapped up here, but we don’t have time to 
really deal with it.  
 
As the classic commentator Matthew Henry once said, “The woman 
was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head to 
rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of 
his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near 
his heart to be beloved.” 
 
Adam wakes up and God brings the woman to the man. It’s as if God is 
walking her down this first aisle at the first wedding. This is when 
Adam erupts into a celebration song in vs. 23. “This, at last, is bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh.” Finally. All of these animals have 
come before him and nothing has been similar to him. After this short 
nap, he wakes up to find that there is one left for him to name, and it’s 
the greatest one for it isn’t an animal like the others. Finally, there is 
someone for him to be partners with.  
 
And this is when we get to the really good stuff in our passage. Based 
on all that has happened, we find the ingredients for the first marriage. 
And of all the things we could emphasize this morning, I want to camp 
on just one issue: ONENESS. I want to spend the rest of our time trying 
to understand what it means that they are to be one flesh. 
 
Vs. 24–25  God bringing Eve to Adam sets the stage for all future 
weddings. “Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife.” This leaving is metaphorical in nature. Think 
about it, what father or mother is Adam leaving? None. He has no 
physical parents. And so this is not talking physically, although, there 
are probably physical elements that play out in it.  
 
It is meant to represent that when a man goes to get married, he is to 
leave one family to start a new family. It doesn’t mean that he leaves to 
live with her family. That’s the not the way to understand it. It means 
that he now has a new loyalty. I have often said this to our family, but 
when Monique and I were married, we became a new family. Everyone 
else now became our extended family. That is hard to swallow for 
many people, but I can’t tell you how many times I’ve had 



 7 

conversations with people who put their family over their spouse. There 
is a cutting of the cord that happens when marriage happens. You sever 
the previous loyalty in your life for a new one. Men, your mom will 
always be important to you, but when you get married, there is now 
someone more important to you than your mom. 
 
You leave and you cleave. You come together. He holds fast to his 
wife. She now becomes the most important thing in his life. And while, 
this is directed at the husband, wives, this does not mean that you hold 
onto your family and never have to leave them or cleave to your 
husband. That would be missing the entire point of this verse. The point 
is that the husband and wife come together and form a new family unit. 
He leaves and cleaves. She leaves and cleaves. And in so doing, they 
express the oneness that happens in marriage. The two become one. It 
is what Jesus says about this passage in Matthew 19:6, “What God has 
joined together, let not man separate.” 
 
This may not be good mathematics, but it is great theology. When 
marriage is lived out the way it was originally designed, the one 
husband comes together with the one wife to create one new entity of 
oneness. 1 + 1 = 1. It means that they are now designed to share life 
with each other. They come together and form one flesh. Everything is 
theirs together. They share the house. They share the load of 
childrearing. They share their money. They share the chores. They 
share life with each other. I can’t tell you how often I have talked to 
people as a pastor who are married and yet feel like they are roommates 
living separate lives. They both work. They have separate bank 
accounts. They pay for separate bills. They have separate schedules. 
They live as if they are two, not one. 
 
But the way it was originally designed is that they come together. They 
are created to be one, not two. And in vs. 25, we are told that the man 
and his wife are together, both naked, and not ashamed. There are 
several very practical things I want to bring to light for us as we seek to 
pursue marriage in a Christian way, promoting this oneness.  
 
First, Oneness Is A Monogamous Relationship. This means from the 
very beginning, God’s plan has been one man with one woman for life. 
They are in covenant relationship with each other. They commit to each 
other. They are for the other. They are there to pour themselves out for 
the betterment of the other person in the image of God. God’s plan has 
never been to play the field until you find the one that works best for 
you. His plan has never been polygamy, even though at times in the OT 
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it seems like He allows it. That’s not His ideal. Read the book of 
Ecclesiastes and ask Solomon how that works out for him. It never 
satisfies. Ultimate satisfaction in life is found in giving ourselves up, 
not in taking from others. 
 
There is something really beautiful when a husband and wife have been 
together for years and years and they finish each other’s sentences. 
They know what they like to eat. They read each other’s minds. Yes, 
men, I think this can happen the more and more you pour your life into 
your spouse . . . someday you will know her mind more than you do 
now. It is two people committed to each other, for better or worse. 
They are faithful to a vow they took with each other. 
 
And let’s be honest, we have made that vow, “for better or worse” to 
mean very little in our day of no-fault divorce. When we say that, do 
we really mean it? Or do we mean, “for better or for a little bit on the 
bad side, but not completely turning against me . . . I can’t imagine 
that.” When we make these vows of commitment to our spouse in the 
spirit of the image of God, we pour ourselves into them with every 
intent that nothing they can do can make me not love them or pursue 
them. Oneness in our relationship with our spouse must be more than 
romantic feelings.  
 
Oneness is rooted in the gospel that we see modeled by God who while 
we were His enemies, He pursued and sent His Son to die for us. To 
give Himself up for us. And this is why if we live a Christian Marriage, 
where we pursue our spouse when they hurt us instead of running away 
from them, the watching world says, “What are you doing?” And the 
door is wide open for you to walk through talking about what Jesus has 
done for you and that you are not in your marriage for your temporal 
happiness, but for your holiness. You don’t hear this today. 
 
I’ve joked with Monique before that there’s only one thing she could 
do to me that is unforgivable by me. And that’s kill me. And the only 
reason I wouldn’t forgive her for this is because I wouldn’t be here. I’d 
be gone. Now listen, I say this sort of tongue in cheek, because I don’t 
want to pretend that some of the things you have been through doesn’t 
seem impossible to forgive. I’m sure it does. And I’m not trying to 
paint a picture that makes marriage seem easy. It’s not. It’s really, 
really difficult. In fact, most of marriage is impossible on our own 
strength. But it is totally possible with the Spirit of Christ living in us. 
 



 9 

Oneness. One man and one woman for life. After the fall in Genesis 3, 
it doesn’t take mankind long to invent ways in which we think we are 
going to find happiness and satisfaction apart from God’s ideal. We 
still do it today. We invent more and more ways to distort God’s ideal 
in marriage and warp the concept of one flesh. Early in the OT, it is 
polygamy and concubines. Today it is adultery. Easy divorce. 
Promiscuity. Sexual, physical, and psychological abuse distorts God’s 
design of oneness. Pornography clearly affects the oneness because 
someone is going outside of marital relationship for their gratification. 
When we talk about oneness, monogamy is clearly intended.  
 
Second, Oneness Is Only Experienced in a Heterosexual Covenant. It 
feels discouraging that I need to even point this out, but God’s design 
in marriage is one man and one woman. Not two women. Not two men. 
It has never been His plan and never will be His plan for two people of 
the same gender to come together in a sexual or marriage relationship. 
 
I am not saying that two people of the same gender cannot feel close to 
each other. Ask anyone in the GLBT movement and they would argue 
that with you. They do feel called and attracted and close to the other 
person of their same gender. But that is not the Biblical Oneness talked 
about in the Scriptures. 
 
There is not one portion of Scripture that endorses and approves of a 
homosexual relationship. It is always called out as sinful. Always. It’s 
not just the OT passages of Scripture, it is the NT as well. It is the 
Apostle Paul saying that the one main evidence we are worshipping the 
creation instead of the Creator is when men and women exchange the 
natural relations with someone of the opposite gender to pursue that 
sort of relationship with someone of the same gender. It is unnatural.  
 
In addition, whenever Jesus talks about marriage, it is ALWAYS one 
woman and one man. And He always goes back to Genesis 1–2 as the 
pattern for biblical marriage. Adam and Eve set the standard of what it 
is to look like. It is a heterosexual covenant.  
 
Third, Oneness includes Sex, but Is Not Limited by It. When we talk 
about oneness, even the imagery of one man and one woman become 
one illustrates the intimacy of the sexual act. If we are going to be 
serious about marriage that is God-centered and honors Him, then we 
have to acknowledge that God created sex to be enjoyed freely and 
generously within the bounds of marriage. It is a great thing. It is not a 
dirty thing. Let’s not let Hollywood define it for us, let’s let the One 
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who invented it define it. It is one of the greatest gifts from God. And 
listen: A good sex life, where husband and wife give themselves to the 
other without inhibition or selfishness is very much a signal of a 
healthy marriage. 
 
And the opposite is very true. A husband and wife who are not 
regularly intimate with each other, for the enjoyment and pleasure of 
the other person, are not living the one flesh principle talked about 
here. And if there is not regular pursuit of each other in this way, it is a 
sign that there is something not right in the relationship. A withholding 
of sex is a sure signal that there are other things wrong in the 
relationship.  
 
Now, I say all this, but I want us to remember that while oneness 
includes intimacy, it is not limited by it. We can’t say that oneness is 
only sex. It’s much more than that. The time in the bedroom is the 
pinnacle example of oneness, but it’s just a brief example. Men, 
washing the dishes without your wife asking because you know how 
much help it will be for her, is oneness. Giving up of your ambitions 
for the betterment of your spouse is oneness. 
 
Plus, let’s just be real with each other. There will be a time in your life 
when your body doesn’t work the way it used to work. And that doesn’t 
mean that oneness can’t be experienced. It still is possible because 
while it includes sex, it isn’t limited by it.   
 
Fourth, Oneness Is Void of Shame. In vs. 25, we are told that Adam and 
Eve are naked and not ashamed. There is no embarrassment. There is 
no competition. Of course, they are innocent. They haven’t sinned. And 
because of this, there is no guilt. Shame is always attached to guilt. And 
so what would it look like to be open and fully committed in the 
marriage relationship when you sin, but still there is no condemning 
guilt given by the spouse?  
 
Oneness in the marriage is marked by being fully known and yet also 
fully loved. It means that there is nothing in the marriage that can be 
used to drive a wedge between the couple. There is open 
communication and conversation. There is not judgment given based 
on how someone does something. I wonder how many marriages are 
defined more by fear than by fellowship and fun. But remember, if we 
are talking pouring ourselves out for the betterment of someone else, 
then the way I respond to my wife should never arouse fear of 
rejection. It should always bring about fellowship and oneness.  



 11 

If I could recommend one book on this topic of shame for you, it would 
be Shame Interrupted by Edward T. Welch. He says, 
 
“In the beginning, there was absolutely no shame, with people walking 
around in the nude literally and figuratively. They had no concerns 
about their bodies, which were flawless, and no concerns about what 
they had done because they hadn’t done anything wrong. They feared 
no one’s critical judgments because no one was critical or 
condescending. Nakedness without shame. To be known without feeling 
exposed. To live without any need for self-protection.”3 
 
Oneness. When we pursue this, our marriages will be unlike anything 
else in our life. And if we pursue our marriages in a Christ-like manner, 
they can’t help but promote the gospel of Jesus Christ. They will 
display the Gospel! 
 
I want to end this with a quote and a story. The story illustrates the 
quote. C. S. Lewis once said, “When I have learnt to love God better 
than my earthly dearest, I shall love my earthly dearest better than I do 
now. In so far as I learn to love my earthly dearest at the expense of 
God and instead of God, I shall . . . not love my earthly dearest at all. 
When first things are put first, second things are not suppressed but 
increased.” 
 
Conclusion: Jim & Sheryl Suarez 
• This last week, I received a phone call from a friend of mine from Kansas 

inviting me to their 25th wedding anniversary where they are going to 
renew their vows. This is his story. 

• One day I was in my office and this guy stops by and says that his 
marriage is a wreck. Honestly, I wasn’t much interested in talking to him 
because I have talked to so many people before at this point that they are 
looking for a quick fix to make peace in their home. As we stood in the 
hallway I gave him a book on the gospel call to submit our life to the Lord 
and told him that if he was serious, he would read this book and then 
come back to me and I’d talk to him.  

• And then I said this. “Jim, it sound like to me that you need to stop loving 
your wife.” This really got his attention. I said, “Your putting her first 
above all else and in so doing, you have put her in the place of God. If 
you want any hope of restoration, you need to love Christ first and 
foremost and then your wife.” 

• God used this initial conversation to open his heart to the gospel. He gets 
saved and then shares the gospel with his wife and now they are renewing 
their vows to the church as an example of God’s amazing grace! 

                                                
3 Welch, Edward T. Shame Interrupted. (Greensboro, NC: New Growth Press, 2012), 42.  


