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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
May 24, 2015 

 
DISCIPLESHIP: TRAINING OTHERS FOR THE MISSION 

2 Timothy 2:1–2 
 
Introduction:  If you won the lottery… 
 I know that you do not play the lottery, but if you won and they told 

you that you won 1 million dollars or a penny that doubled 
everyday for a month; which would you take? They do not give you 
any time to think or to do your mathematics (or have your children 
do it for you). You have to answer right now. Do you take the sure 
thing or do you take that which is a bit risky? If you take the 
million dollars you are crazy. Why? Because of the law of 
multiplication.   
o After 7 days = $.64 
o After 14 days = $81.92 
o After 21 days = $10,485.76 
o After 25 days = $167,772.16 
o After 31 days = $10,737,419.60 

 
Our calling on this Mission in the Christian life is much like that. The 
gospel and Christianity spreads through the Law of Multiplication. Yes, 
we want to spread the gospel to those around us, but I don’t want us 
leaving here feeling the weight of responsibility to minister to the 
masses. You can’t reach them all. I can’t reach them all. And we 
shouldn’t feel like we need to. Our vision for His mission must be 
longer than our life. Yes, we minister in light of eternity, but we also 
minister hoping to make an impact upon the future generations on this 
earth until the Lord returns. And so how do we do this? This is our 
main thought this morning: 
 
WE PASS THE BATON TO THE NEXT GENERATION BY TRAINING 
OTHERS FOR THE MISSION. This is called discipleship! What would it 
look like if we invested the next year of our life seeking to influence 
only one person for Jesus? Not all of our coworkers, but only one. And 
then we take the next couple of years to train them in the ways of the 
Lord. This is what Jesus meant in the Great Commission. We are called 
to make disciples of all nations; not just evangelize, but train them in 
the ways of Jesus. We are to disciple.  
 
Discipleship is simply the investment in someone’s life for the purpose 
of helping them in their spiritual growth and equipping them to 
reproduce themselves in a third spiritual generation.  
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This is what Jesus does and if we are going to fulfill the Mission He 
has for us, we will continue this model as well. Towards the beginning 
of Jesus’ ministry, He has hundreds of people following Him when He 
decides to invest in just a couple. In Mark 3, we are told that Jesus goes 
up on the mountain and calls twelve men to be His disciples. He calls 
out these twelve men to be with Him.  
 
They now will have a different relationship with Him than others, for 
they are going to live life with Jesus. This is discipleship. It is life on 
life ministry. It is spending intentional time with someone in order to 
help them grow spiritually and to equip them to reach others as well. 
Do you do this? Are you being trained? Are you training? I want you to 
take a quick moment this morning to actually answer these questions: 
 
 Who’s life are you impacting for the cause of Christ? It does not 

have to be formal, but hopefully it is intentional. Who are you 
intentionally trying to reach and teach and train to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ? 

 
 Who is impacting your life for the cause of Christ? Who is making 

an impact on your life spiritually? Who is meeting with you? Who 
is helping you grow in your walk with the Lord? 

 
Now that we have you thinking about that, let’s read our passage this 
morning. 
 
 2 Timothy 2:1–2 
 
How many generations of people are stated in vs. 2? There are actually 
four, and this is how the law of multiplication works. Paul disciples 
Timothy who disciples faithful men who disciple others . . . and the 
church grows like a penny being doubled everyday. Now, while there 
are four generations mentioned here, we are going to focus mostly on 
the first two—Paul investing in the life of Timothy. From their 
relationship, I want to point out 4 IMPORTANT COMPONENTS OF 
BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP . . . 
 
1. BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP INVOLVES A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 

(VS. 1A) 
 
We can learn a lot about the relationship between Paul and Timothy 
through Paul calling him, “my child.” They are close. Later in this 
section, Paul is going to give Timothy some very direct commands, but 
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these commands flow from a heart of someone who cares for him. It 
flows out of a close relationship of love and concern. 
 
Isn’t this what Christianity is about? It’s about people. It’s not based on 
programs. It’s not based on activities. It is not driven by events. It is 
based on people. It has to do with making an eternal impact with the 
truth of Jesus Christ through the teaching of biblical truth to people. 
For this to be well received, it requires a special relationship.  
 
What sort of relationship does Paul have with Timothy? Here in vs. 1, 
Paul calls him “my child.” This statement is not uncommon for Paul 
when referring to Timothy.  
 
 1 Thessalonians 3:2 – “Timothy, our brother and coworker . . .” 
 1 Timothy 1:2 – “To Timothy, my true child in the faith.” 
 1 Timothy 1:18 – “Timothy, my child . . .” 
 2 Timothy 1:2 – “To Timothy, my beloved child” 
 
Paul is not shy about calling Timothy his “son” and his “brother.” But 
that’s not it.  
 
 Philippians 2:19–22  “I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy 

to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. For I 
have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your 
welfare. For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a 
father he has served with me in the gospel.” 

 
How did this sort of close relationship begin? We are first told of them 
meeting during Paul’s second missionary journey . . . 
 
 Acts 16:1–3 [open] 
 
Paul is on his second missionary journey and comes to the cities of 
Derbe and Lystra and he meets a disciple named Timothy. Several 
years before this, Paul also travels through these cities during his first 
missionary journey and as he preaches the gospel, he sees people give 
their life to Jesus. Acts 14 tells us that he makes many disciples in this 
town. Most people speculate that this is probably when they first meet 
and Timothy is converted to Christ.   
 
Now years later when Paul comes into town, we are introduced to this 
young man. The first thing we are told is that Timothy comes from a 
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spiritually broken home. His mother and grandmother are believers, but 
his dad is not. We are told that he is a Greek (a term in comparison to 
believer to make the point that he is not a believer). In 2 Timothy 1, 
Paul reminds Timothy of the sincere faith that came from his 
grandmother Lois and mother Eunice.  
 
If we are to speculate what is going on in Timothy’s life, it is probably 
that his mother and grandmother are devout Jews. They know the 
Messiah is going to come. They raise Timothy grounded in the 
Scriptures. They raise him looking for the Messiah and to believe the 
Scriptures. Then one day, Paul comes along and teaches them about 
Jesus and he believes. Paul is his spiritual father, the one that leads him 
to believe in Jesus Christ. 
 
After these several years, obviously Timothy has grown up spiritually. 
We are told that Timothy is well spoken of in his town. So much so that 
Paul wants to take him with him for ministry. Paul has bigger plans for 
Timothy. He wants to train him personally. He sees that there is 
something special in this young man and Paul wants to invest time with 
him. And just like Jesus who gathered guys so that they would be 
“with” him, Paul wants Timothy to come “with” him. 
 
This is the context of their relationship. And now many years later as 
Paul is at the end of his life and writing a book to this dear son in the 
faith, he is going to give him some important information about how he 
can be the next link in the chain of Paul’s legacy . . . of Christ’s legacy. 
He is going to give him some information on how to keep passing that 
baton of Mission onto the next generation.  
 
There is something amazing that happens when people connect 
spiritually. There is something wonderful about having close spiritual 
connections with other people. I am not talking mystical or 
psychological. This is beyond just friendship. It is a friendship marked 
by trust and giving and pursuit. 
 
Paul knows, and it is foolish to think that an hour a week will bring 
significant life change and good personal relationships. For instance, if 
you are married, was it automatic that your relationship was close and 
trusting . . . or did it take time; is it taking time? Does it take pursuit 
and effort? Of course. If you want to build a relationship with someone, 
do you really think it can happen talking to them once a week at church 
during the greeting time? 
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I want to tell you something now that will rule out many people, 
hopefully not all of you, unfortunately, a lot of you from being 
involved in biblical discipleship. I am talking mostly to you as the 
disciple (the Paul in the relationship), but it certainly has implications 
on those who are the Timothy as well. Discipleship is a relationship, 
which means, it will take sacrifice. It will mean sacrifice of your time; 
your desires; your money; your sleep; your hobbies; your job. Biblical 
discipleship is more than just a bible study. It is the investment of your 
life with someone else! It involves a personal relationship! By the way, 
this is what people are looking for! People want others to invest time 
into their lives! 
 
2. BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP INVOLVES PERSONAL GROWTH (VS. 1B) 
 
Back to Second Timothy, notice what Paul tells Timothy in the rest of 
vs. 1? He says, “be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” 
Timothy is to be strengthened; strong. It is a present imperative 
meaning that progress is expected. It is not like Paul is saying to 
Timothy, “you will be strong”, but he is saying, “grow stronger. It is a 
process Timothy. Continue to grow stronger in God’s Grace. You 
haven’t arrived yet. Keep going.”  
 
Real discipleship relationships are built on trying to help someone 
understand and realize that they need to grow in their walk with the 
Lord and that they need to rely upon God to help them. It is one that 
teaches people and instructs people on how they are to grow. Certainly 
this presupposes something . . . that the person who is discipling is 
growing as well. If you want to disciple someone, I have something to 
tell you this morning: “be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.” Be intensely committed to Jesus as Lord. Continue to Grow. 
 
None of us have arrived. None of us are perfect. As we talked about 
last week, all of us are messed up. Paul considered himself the worst of 
all sinners. And if you want to disciple someone, you need to be 
growing. This is how it works. As you are building a relationship with 
someone (which will take time), you are pursuing your own personal 
righteousness, it is important to you. You fight for your own personal 
holiness. You do all you can to understand what Paul means in 
Ephesians 5 when he says to be filled with the Spirit. You understand 
what it means to yield to the Spirit in your life.  
 
You strive for obedience. You understand that compromise destroys 
you. You do not want to be a hypocrite like the Pharisees. You strive 
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for growth and then you encourage and call the person you are 
discipling to that same growth. Some of the best learning times are 
when you share what you are learning. Never be scared to show what 
you are learning. The goal is holiness. The goal is that we would grow 
into the image of Jesus Christ. The goal is that we would grow 
spiritually. Discipleship involves this type of growth.  
 
And understanding this, to the degree that we surrender to Jesus is the 
degree that He will use us in the process of discipling others. And if we 
put on masks in regard to our own spiritual growth and journey, we 
probably will not disciple and train like we are called to do. We will not 
ask tough questions on how others are doing spiritually because we 
don’t want them to turn around and ask us the same questions. 
 
3. BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP INVOLVES A PERSONAL COMMITMENT  

(VS. 2A) 
 
Vs. 2  “And what you have heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses . . .” It is apparent that Paul taught Timothy and that Timothy 
wanted to learn from him. It is interesting that as I read the 
commentaries, most of them want to only refer to theology. They want 
to say that what Timothy heard is doctrine from Paul and it is to be that 
which he is to pass on to the next generation. I guess I agree to a certain 
extent. Paul tells Timothy earlier to “follow the pattern of the sound 
words that you have heard from me” (1:13–14).  
 
So, yes, theology and doctrine, but there’s much more to it than just 
that. Paul’s teaching to Timothy is not void of Christian living or even 
ministry skills. They are all connected. It is the gospel in it’s totality, 
including the implications upon life and ministry. It is hard to know for 
sure what Timothy heard from Paul, for we were not there and did not 
sit in on their time together. But what we can see is the results. Look 
over just one chapter . . . 
 
In 2 Timothy 3:10–11, Paul gives seven commitments that Timothy 
followed in Paul’s life. These are areas that Paul taught Timothy.  
 
1. Teaching – It is teaching that had the foremost influence upon 

young Timothy. It is crazy to think about discipleship without the 
impartation of truth and knowledge to somebody else. 

 
This is the sound doctrine.  This is probably the #1 reason why men 
and women fail to make a concerted effort to impact other people for 
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the cause of Christ in a small group, discipleship setting. They think 
they do not know what the Bible has to say. They think that there will 
be questions that they will not be able to answer. I am telling you, there 
will always be questions that you will not be able to answer. Just 
respond with humility and say that you need to study the issues more to 
see what God would have to say about that particular issue.   
 
Discipleship can be more, but it cannot be less than the impartation of 
truth. What was it that Christ told the disciples in that Great 
Commission . . . “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”   
 
There is a commitment to being a teacher. In fact, that is what the word 
“disciple” presupposes. Disciple literally means learner or follower. It 
assumes hard work, it means study, it means effort, it is a commitment. 
But one that Paul is more than eager to accept, and obviously one that 
Timothy is eager as well. 
 
Just one note to those being discipled: Be teachable. Be willing to be 
taught. This is humility 101. The disciples were not rich and famous, 
just simple men who wanted to follow Christ and they wanted to be 
taught. That is the heart of Timothy. 
 
2. Conduct – Paul affirms that Timothy is now following his conduct, 

literally, his “way of life.” It has to do with looking at the way they 
act in certain situations and then following or modeling those 
things. How did Paul act? 

 
 1 Thessalonians 1:5–6  “Our gospel came to you not only in 

word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for 
you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
 1 Thessalonians 2:7–8  “But we were gentle among you, like a 

nursing mother taking care of her own children. So, being 
affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had 
become very dear to us.” 

 
Illustration:  Karsten – 18 months old 
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 We were playing a game of cards, he was sitting on Monique’s lap.  
She missed something and hit the table and said ‘ugh.’ Karsten then 
hit the table and goes ‘ugh.’ We realized then that he was going to 
notice everything we do.   

 
In order for people to be committed to your ‘Conduct’ it really means 
that you are around each other.  It means that you get people into your 
home. It means that you show people your lifestyle and you are not 
afraid of that. It means that they get to see you in your setting, with 
your kids, with your spouse, when things go bad. It means that they get 
to see the real you and as a discipler you are okay with that. 
 
 Philippians 4:9  “What you have learned and received and heard 

and seen in me—practice these things . . .” 
 
3. Purpose – Now we get a bit more specific. Paul tells us that 

Timothy followed his purpose that is, literally speaking of 
‘resolve.’ Paul’s purpose since the salvation of his soul had never 
wavered. He wanted to be faithful to the calling that the Lord had 
called him to. 

 
Now He is commending Timothy to following the same purpose that he 
had. I suppose that we all have different specific callings in our lives. 
But there are some things that we all have. We could list many of the 
same purposes that we should all have, but what about just one. We are 
all called to make disciples, right? We are all called to have the 
‘resolve’ to make an impact in the hearts and lives of others. Can we 
say that we are following Paul’s example in that? Can we say that we 
are giving someone else a good example to follow in? Do we have an 
inside burden to see people grow spiritually? 
 
4. Faith – It is probably better to understand this in terms of 

‘faithfulness.’ Timothy is committed to being faithful to what he 
was called to do. The idea is to faithfully live the truth that is 
already expressed. Paul modeled this and Timothy picked up on it. 

 
5. Patience – Understand that the fruit of labor might take a long time. 

Paul is telling us that Timothy came to understand that ministry 
takes patience; patience for people to deal with their sin, patience to 
walk people through change . . . just patience. This is where the 
commitment is really seen. I mean as a discipler, I want to see 
results right now. I want to work with someone and they stop their 
sin, they begin ministering to others, they are preaching the gospel 
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at work, and fill in the blank, right? But it takes time. I am 
committed to working with them and modeling patience. 

 
6. Love – we are told that Timothy also followed Paul in his love. Paul 

modeled love. He cared for people. And Timothy caught that.   
 
7. Perseverance – Timothy had seen where Paul had stood firm under 

the most intense of situations, under the most discouraging 
circumstances with never quitting.  

 
In fact, vs. 11 gives us two more qualities, which serve as a further 
description of perseverance. Timothy had followed Paul’s persecutions 
and sufferings. And Timothy knew that was a possibility. One thing 
that I did not mention earlier concerning what happened when Paul and 
Timothy met.   
 
Acts 14 describes Paul’s first journey into Timothy’s hometown. He is 
preaching the gospel and seeing many people coming to faith in Christ. 
We are told that the people got so upset that they took Paul out to stone 
him and left him for dead. Then it says that while the disciples were 
looking over his body, that Paul got up and went back into the city. 
 
And then a few years later, Paul comes back into town and asks 
Timothy to sign up for his ministry. To think that Timothy certainly 
heard of, if not witnessed the events years earlier and then signs up 
with this man . . . wow. Timothy followed Paul in his perseverance, his 
sufferings and his persecutions. That is resolve. That is discipleship, to 
be able to so impact someone that they would go and die for the same 
cause that you believe in. 
 
Tradition actually says that Timothy was killed later in life in the city 
of Ephesus, the place where he was the pastor, because he opposed the 
worship of the goddess, Diana. That is commitment. It is not something 
that just happens in a 1-hour Bible study a week. It is life on life. It is 
time and energy and resources. It is being committed to learn and grow 
with each other. Biblical Discipleship Involves Personal Commitment. 
 
4. BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP INVOLVES PERSONAL DUPLICATION   (VS. 

2B) 
 
Look back at vs. 2. Do you realize that there is more going on here and 
a bigger purpose than simply to teach or learn from someone? If you 
have been discipled, you need to turn around and disciple someone 
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else. I asked you to answer the questions earlier, about names of people 
that have impacted you and those you are trying to impact. 
 
Illustration:  The Escalator of Ministry 
 There is always someone above you pulling you up and there is 

someone below you whom you are pulling? 
 
The Mission Jesus has for you is not just what you do, but who you 
invest in. It is taking what you know about Jesus and teaching others so 
that they can teach others. It is making an impact long beyond your 
time on this earth. And who are we to make an impact on? Those who 
are faithful. That’s what Paul says. Train those who are faithful, for it is 
the faithful who will then teach others.  
 
But what does that mean for everyone? Be faithful! Commit and be 
serious about being discipled. Be here at church. Be at the things the 
church does. Be responsible. Be involved. One time, somebody gave 
me an acronym for who to disciple . . . It is the word FAITH… 
 
 F – Faithful  What we just said. 
 
 A – Available  Look for people who make time to be with you. 

You must be with the discipler in order to learn from them. The 
disciples sacrificed their jobs (radical availability), but it might take 
personal sacrifice on your part to be taught 

 
 I – Initiative  I have always been taught that you pour your life 

and most energy into those who want to move forward with Christ. 
We should always show love to the stagnant, but pursue the 
moving. It is sort also like the one who shows the most initiative, 
gets the most attention. There is nothing wrong with seeking people 
out! Maybe you have never been discipled, go to someone this 
week and say: “I need you to invest in my life.” 

 
 T – Teachable  This is what we mentioned earlier – seek those 

who are willing to be taught. 
 
 H – Heart  This is those who have a heart and desire for the 

things of God. They have energy for God. Don’t we all have energy 
and a heart for something? Pursue those who have hearts for the 
things of God and just do not know how to get there. 
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4 IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP – First, it 
involves a personal relationship.  Second, it involves personal growth.  
Third, it involves a personal commitment. Fourth, it involves personal 
duplication.   
 
D.L. Moody once said, “it is better to train 10 people than to do the 
work of 10 people. It’s better, but it is harder!” Wow, so true. It is so 
much easier to do the work than to train others to do the work. But 
when we do this, particularly with the mission Jesus has for us, we are 
saying that we are the important ones. But if we want to successfully 
fulfill His mission, WE PASS THE BATON TO THE NEXT GENERATION 
BY TRAINING OTHERS FOR THE MISSION. 
 
 
 


