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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
May 17, 2015 

 
COMMUNITY: PARTNERSHIP ON THE MISSION 

Acts 13:1–3 
 
Introduction: Captain Matthew Webb 
• I’ll bet not many people have heard of Captain Matthew Webb. On 

August 24, 1875, he became the first man to swim across the 
English Channel without aid. While his swim across the Channel is 
said to be without aid, it would be a misnomer to say that he did it 
all by himself. He dove off the end of Dover Pier accompanied by 
three boats. About eight hours into his swim, he was stung by a 
jellyfish, which almost finished him. But it didn’t. Do you want to 
know why? It is recorded that someone in the boat game him a 
medicinal dose of brandy. Usually I wouldn’t advice combining 
drinking with swimming long distances, but this drink given to him 
by a friend revived him and helped him become the first man ever 
to swim the English Channel. 

• If this were to happen today, I would hope that his interview 
afterward contained thanks for his team of friends and family in the 
three boats that cared for him. I hope it included appreciation for 
the support they gave to him to accomplish this amazing mission, 
but he wouldn’t have finished without them. This mission was only 
accomplished because he allowed others help him. 

• Do you want to know what happens when a person goes out and 
does something without the support and help from others? Do you 
want to know what happens when we think we don’t need the help 
of others? We see this at the end of Webb’s life. His last swim of 
his life came in 1883, about eight years after that successful swim. 
He had the bright idea that he would swim across the Niagara 
River, at the base of the falls. His friends implored him not to do it 
and said that it was a suicide mission. But he wouldn’t listen and 
went for it anyway. You can probably guess what happened. He 
was caught up in the rapids, pulled under the water, and his body 
found four days later down river.  

 
Help. We all need it. We can’t live without it. And yet it is so difficult 
to ask for. And even more difficult to accept when we don’t ask. But it 
is needed. No team is built on one individual. Lebron James can’t win a 
title by himself. He knows it. You know it. Everyone who watches 
sports knows this. Nobody accomplishes their hopes and dreams alone. 
Nobody is strong enough or powerful enough to successfully fulfill a 
grand mission alone. Everyone needs partnership.  
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And this is what we are going to talk about this morning. WE WILL 
NEVER FULFILL THE MISSION JESUS HAS FOR US BY OURSELVES.  
 
Over the course of the past few weeks, we have been trying to drive 
home the point that if you are a Christian, you are a sent individual. 
Jesus rescues us from out of this world and then He sends us as His 
Ambassador back into this lost and dying world. We have been 
commissioned by Him to take His message of reconciliation to those 
whose relationship with God is broken. But here’s the deal. We may be 
sent as individuals; but we are not sent to do it alone! We are not sent 
to accomplish this task by ourselves. 
 
When we turn to the first page of the Bible, we quickly learn that we 
have been created for much more than individuality. God creates us to 
be in relationships with other people. We function best when we are in 
community with others. We see this through the Imago Dei.  
 
 Genesis 1:26  “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.’” 

 
You have probably heard this before, we be can’t help but see that the 
pronouns referring back to God are plural. This is because God is 
Trinity. Before the creation of all that we know exists, there is God 
existing in perfect relationship within Himself. God did not create us 
because He was lonely. He had perfect companionship within the 
Godhead from all eternity. We believe that God is one, yet three. The 
Bible describes God as one in being and three in person.  
 
Jesus says in John 17:24, “Father, you loved me before the creation of 
the world.” He talks about the unity that existed between Him and the 
Father from before the world existed. Before God created or ruled the 
world, God is there perfectly loving and pursing one another within the 
Trinity in the Godhead. 
 
I say all of this because one of the aspects of being created in His image 
is that we long for the type of relationship that He has always had and 
pursued from all eternity. We long for that type of community. At the 
heart of every one of us, there is a desire for friendship. After God 
creates Adam, we see God saying it is not good for man to be alone and 
so He creates a helper suitable for him. We will look at this in a few 
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weeks when we talk about marriage, but for now, let me just say that 
this has implications way beyond marriage. It is not good for man to be 
alone, not just in this marriage context, but also in life. When we are 
alone, we have less possibility to glorify God by imaging Jesus on the 
cross, for we have nobody in which we can pour our lives out for. We 
need others in our life. 
 
We find joy and fulfillment in relationship with other people. I would 
even go so far to say that it is contrary to God’s design and pattern to 
be a loner. I’m not talking about personalities when I say this. I’m not 
talking about the person who loves being the center of attention vs. the 
person who loves being in the corner by themselves. I’m not talking 
about the difference between the extrovert and introvert. What I’m 
saying is that when God created us in His Image, He hard-wired us to 
be involved with others. And to avoid relationships is probably more a 
result of our sin nature than just a symptom of our personality.  
 
We have been created for community, and we function best when we 
are in community with other people. The lone-ranger Christian will 
never grow to be who God desires them to be. And in the same way, 
the person who thinks they are going to be the lone-ranger missionary 
for Jesus is probably misleading himself. I’m not saying it never 
happens where some guy goes into the jungle by himself and shares the 
gospel and God blesses it and people get saved and added to the 
kingdom. Of course that works. The gospel always produces fruit. But 
that is more the exception than the norm. What I’m talking about is that 
normally speaking; we are not going to fulfill the mission Jesus has for 
us all by ourselves. This is the pattern we see in Jesus and the pattern 
we see in the early church.  
 
THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS = When Jesus comes to this earth; He does 
not try to accomplish His mission on His own. He is fully God, the 2nd 
member of the Trinity sent by the Father to accomplish great things and 
He doesn’t even try to do them on His own. Who does He rely upon? 
There are two answers to this question that we will keep coming back 
to this morning over and over again.   
 
First, He Depends upon His Father through the Spirit. Jesus lives a life 
of dependence. Do you remember what happens when Jesus is ready to 
begin His earthly ministry? He is baptized. What happens in that 
moment? The Father gives His support of Jesus and the Spirit comes 
upon Jesus preparing Him for ministry. Immediately, then, the Spirit is 
with Jesus as He goes into the wilderness for 40 days and nights to pray 
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to the Father. This is the way He prepares for the Mission. He spends 
time preparing His heart to be dependent upon His Father in all things. 
But it doesn’t just stop there.  
 
Throughout His earthly ministry, we see Jesus getting alone to pray to 
His Father. We see Him moving and living under the control of the 
Spirit. I tend to wander if when Jesus does these amazing things in life, 
that we are too quick to credit it to the reality that He is God. “Of 
course He does these things, He’s God.” Yes, but could it be that He 
just exemplifies someone sent on a mission not going about it in His 
own strength, but in full dependence on the Father through walking 
with the Spirit? Maybe He is able to accomplish everything He does 
because He represents to us as the perfect man what it means to be man 
in full dependence on the Father through the Spirit. 
 
Obviously, you see where I’m going with this. If we ever think we can 
do His mission He has for us on our own; in our own strength; we are 
mistaken. We are foolish. When we talk about community and 
partnership on this mission, we begin by talking about our relationship 
to God and what He wants to do through us. What would it look like to 
wake up in the morning, in a spirit of dependence upon your Father, to 
begin praying about what He has for you this day? And then, in 
constant communion with Him throughout the day, you move towards 
the mission He has for you. You only do this because you are allowing 
the Spirit of God to lead you.  
 
As Paul says in Galatians 5, you walk by the Spirit; you are led by the 
Spirit; you live by the Spirit; you keep in step with the Spirit. You do 
not quench the Spirit, but allow Him to lead you. And when you 
follow, you do not grieve the Spirit. When we walk in dependence on 
the Father through the ministry of the Spirit, we are able to accomplish 
the mission the Son has for us. But when we don’t; when we think we 
can do it all alone, we will fail. We will stumble. We will find 
ourselves trying to fit square pegs in round holes. It just won’t work.  
 
And so maybe, (and I say maybe somewhat sarcastically), the first step 
toward fulfilling the Mission Jesus has for us is to walk in dependence 
upon the Father in all that we do, as we live by the Spirit. But there is 
another thing we learn through the example of Jesus. 
 
Second, He depends on Others. Continually throughout His ministry, 
He relies upon those closest to Him for companionship and support. 
Just think of this for a minute. God, fully God and fully dependent 
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upon the other two members of the Trinity, also moves and acts in His 
mission with a dependence upon others. As He begins His ministry, do 
you know what one of the first things He does? He gathers guys around 
Him in His ministry.  
 
 Mark 3:13–15  “And he went up on the mountain and called to 

him those whom he desired, and they came to him. And he 
appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might 
be with him and he might send them out to preach and have 
authority to cast out demons.” 

 
Yes, it is true that the main reason Jesus does this is because He wants 
to train them to send them out in ministry. But it is more than that. 
Jesus longed for companionship. Yes, we see times when Jesus wants 
to be alone, away from these guys, to pray to His Father. But we also 
see times when Jesus wants them around Him for support. Do you 
remember when Jesus goes into the garden to pray before His arrest? 
What does He say to Peter, James, & John? If you remember back 
when we studied Matthew 26, Jesus does not ask them to pray for Him, 
but to just be there with Him.  
 
There was something about companionship that He longed for; He 
wanted to be supported by His guys. He wanted to know that they had 
His back, even though He knew they would run away from Him later 
that night. We continually see Jesus in groups of people and 
ministering in groups, not individually. He models community. You get 
the point and we are going to drive it home here in just a minute, but if 
Jesus needs to gather people around Him for His mission, what makes 
us think we don’t? 
 
This is the example set before us by Jesus. Fast forward now to after 
the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus . . . as the early church is 
planted and begins to grow, the example we see by them is very similar 
to that of Jesus. They do not believe they can do it in their own strength 
and power, but only through their dependence on the Father through the 
Spirit in community with each other.  
 
THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH – Do you remember what 
Jesus told the disciples to do before He ascended? He told them to go to 
Jerusalem and wait. Why? Did they not have enough knowledge to tell 
people about Jesus? They were fine. Did they have each other? Yes, 
and we will highlight that in a few minutes. Then why are they told to 
wait? The reason is that they didn’t have the Spirit Jesus had promised 
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them. And this is why they had to wait. They needed to wait for that 
help that they desperately needed.  
 
And then the Spirit comes and we see a continual reliance on Him for 
their ministry. This dependence is traced all the way through the book 
of Acts as the church is planted. We see this dependence as Peter and 
John preach. We see it as they endure persecution and suffer for Jesus’ 
sake. We see this dependence as the church scatters and settles in 
different regions around Jerusalem, taking the gospel with them. And 
we see this dependence in Acts 13 as a church is planted because 
people take the message of Jesus to the streets of Antioch. And we see 
this dependence after a couple years pass and this church in Antioch is 
about ready to send missionaries out of their church. We see, in the 
early church, the same things we saw in the ministry of Jesus. There is 
a dependence upon the Spirit and there is a dependence upon others.  
 
 Acts 13:1–3 [read] 
 
I hope you noticed a few things here. Do you notice that there is a 
plurality of leadership? Leadership in the NT is always seen in the 
plural. Why? It is because God never wants us to rely upon ourselves. 
This mission of leading a church is not to be led by one man. It is not in 
the hands of one person, unless we get all spiritual and say that the One 
man is Jesus. Yes, of course. We get that. Jesus is the senior pastor of 
our church. Not me. It’s not built on Luke. It’s not about one elder. It’s 
about a team. Why? Because none of us individually are capable to 
minister to everyone here. We all have weaknesses. We balance each 
other in multiple numbers. God knows that we need help.  
 
We are told the church in Antioch had many prophets and teachers. For 
a newer church, this is amazing. And then we also see that these leaders 
are dependent upon the Father through the Spirit. They are together 
worshipping the Lord and fasting when the Spirit communicates to 
them that Barnabas and Saul is to be set aside for a special work. The 
Holy Spirit is not a power, but a person with whom they have a 
relationship. And when this calling happens, they fast and pray to 
confirm it and then send them off.  
 
One more thing I want you to note here: why does the Spirit not just 
send Saul for this work? Or why not just Barnabas? Why are they sent 
in a group? Could it be that this is just another sign of many that we 
need help as we go about the Mission Jesus has for us? I think so. We 
need to be careful when we study the book of Acts because we never 
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want to say that the way they do it is the way we do it. Just because it 
happens one way doesn’t mean it is the only way to do it. And yet, the 
pattern of the NT church is that they are sent out in numbers and work 
together to accomplish the goal together. They are not sent as 
individuals, but as a group to accomplish this mission.   
 
Let’s just keep the story going and see if we see the same thing. Saul 
and Barnabas actually take with them John Mark (who we come to 
know later as Barnabas’ cousin). They sail to Cyprus and begin 
ministering the gospel there. Immediately we see Saul filled with the 
Holy Spirit (we could say dependent upon the Spirit) confronting 
Elymas the magician (13:9). We see the group lose one as John Mark 
decides its not what he thought it would be and leaves to go back to 
Jerusalem (13:13). And then we find them getting into trouble in 
Antioch Pisidia, and I probably don’t have to tell you that numbers 
during trials and suffering help. They are kicked out of the region and 
they just keep on going . . . going together. 
 
The entire first missionary journey, we continually see Paul and 
Barnabas together with the churches they plant. And when they finish 
the journey, the first place they come back to is their home church in 
Antioch and tell them everything that happened. It isn’t long before 
they want to go on another journey and Barnabas wanted to give John 
Mark another shot at coming with them. 
 
 Acts 15:36–41 [read] 
  
Why does Paul say no to taking Mark with them again? It is because he 
was not reliable the previous time. Why does that matter? It is because 
Paul knows how important the team is on these missions. So much so 
that this separates Barnabas and Paul, but they each find someone else 
to take. Barnabas goes off with John Mark and Paul takes Silas with 
him. The story is told through the mission of Paul and it is on this 
second journey when we find Paul selecting Timothy to be on his team. 
Why another person? Because Paul knows how important it is to 
surround himself with others. He needs help. He knows he cannot do it 
all by himself.  
 
This is the pattern we see of Paul the rest of his ministry. There are 
some times when we find him alone writing letters to others telling 
them to come visit him because he needs companionship. He needs 
help. The Apostle Paul is not afraid of saying that he needs help. Let 
that sink in when you think that you don’t need any. Continually 
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throughout all the missionary journeys, Paul walks in dependence upon 
the Father through the Spirit and he consistently gathers others around 
him to help him on the journey. It is the consistent pattern in the NT. 
Even at the end of his life, we see Paul asking for help. 
 
 2 Timothy 4:9–11  “Do your best to come to me soon. For 

Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone 
to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 
Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is 
very useful to me for ministry.” 

 
Now, let me ask you a question. If the consistent pattern of the NT 
church is that whenever they ministered or acted on behalf of Christ, 
they did not try to do it alone, why do we think we can? Seriously, why 
do we think that we can make it by ourselves? Why do we think we are 
the exception to the rule? Why would we think that we can fulfill His 
calling in our life without help from others? Why would we think we 
don’t need partnership on the mission? 
 
This, my friends, is an issue we must address. It is very possible that 
the reason you are not fulfilling the Mission Jesus has given for you to 
the degree that you would like is that you are trying to do it on your 
own. You are trying to do it without any help. Individualism is one of 
the most celebrated thoughts in our culture, and is probably one of the 
most dangerous. We need to get it through our thick minds that we 
can’t do it alone! 
 
Illustration: JT Driving a Golf Cart 
 I remember one lesson of this back when JT was 6 years old. Every 

now and then, I would take my sons golfing with me. They loved it. 
JT would get to the green and putt a little while I was walking off 
green. It was fun. And of course, his favorite part was driving the 
golf cart. I would put him between my legs and he would push the 
pedal and steer. I remember one time when I took the wheel from 
him right before going over this bridge because we were about to 
crash and die. 

 Can you guess what he said at that minute? “Thanks dad for 
helping me do something I know is difficult for me?” NO! He said, 
“Hey, I can do it.” What he meant by this, of course, is that he did 
not need my help. He thought that he could do it by himself. It was 
a great opportunity to teach him that he can’t do it by himself. 
Expressing our need for help is NOT a weakness, but a strength.  

 



 9 

And so how do we do that? How do we ask people for help? How do 
we walk with others together as we go on this mission? Do we pair up 
two by two wearing white shirts and riding bikes around town? NO. In 
his new book, Ed Welch makes this statement: 
 
“Those who help best are the ones who both need help and give help. A 
healthy community is dependent on all of us being both.”1 
 
I would even expand that to say that not just a healthy community, but 
an effective mission is dependent on us acknowledging that we need 
help and that others need our help. We are called to both. Maybe it is as 
simple as that. Maybe it is as simple as admitting that you need help 
and others need your help. So you invite others into your life and you 
are available when others invite you into your life. This is not rocket 
science. Let me share with you several ways in which this partnership 
can be fostered in your life . . . 
 
• Spend Time with Each Other. Much of this community we are 

talking about starts by just being around others. It is creating space 
in your calendar to be with other people. Invite them into your life. 
Pursue others in their life. And it doesn’t have to be formal; in fact, 
formal can often kill it before the friendship has been formed. You 
cannot pretend to have community if you do not spend time with 
each other. Partnership means being around them. Partnership 
means friendship and that can’t happen without spending time 
together. 
 

• Pursue Depth in Your Relationships. It is asking good questions of 
others and inviting them to ask good questions of your life. They 
may start shallow (weather, work, sports), but I hope it goes deeper. 
And when someone shares something, please don’t think about 
your story that can beat their story. Ask questions about their life. 
Dig deeper. And when people dig deeper, let them probe. 

 

• Pray for Each Other. Welch says in his book, “Once we pray with 
or for someone, we are in the ongoing story of his life, and it is an 
honor to be there.”2 I have never forgotten to follow up with 
someone when I was praying for their situation in life. When I pray 
for someone as they walk on the mission Jesus has for them, I am 
interested in how they are doing. I care about them. 

                                                
1 Welch, Edward T. Side by Side. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), 11. 
2 Ibid., 83. 
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• Quit Pretending Everything is Okay. I know that you don’t have it 
all together. I know you need help. You know you need help. I’ve 
told you this before, but please don’t think that we think you have it 
all figured out. We know you don’t. And here’s the kicker, you 
shouldn’t think that we do. You shouldn’t think that I have it all 
together. You shouldn’t think any elder or leader has it all figured 
out. Can we just tear down the barriers and get past the pretensions 
and embarrassments that we fail? Please? Do you want the greatest 
hindrance to community . . . it is us thinking we have it all figured 
out. Stop it. Get over yourself and ask for help.  

 

• Pursue Accountability with Each Other. I don’t like it when 
someone says they are trying to hold someone accountable. You 
can’t do that. But what you can do is to seek accountability. I can 
only help you accountable to the degree that you want to be held. 
You can lie to me as often as you like and I probably won’t find 
out. And so I guess what I mean here is that you need to purse 
others asking for help on the Mission. 

 
There’s so much more to be said, but we need to be done. If you want 
to fulfill the mission Jesus has for you, you will not try to do it alone. 
You will engage others to help you walk faithfully with Jesus. You will 
seek accountability as you seek to live holy lives before others in the 
world. You will ask people to pray for you as you share the gospel with 
certain individuals in your workplace or neighborhood. You will seek 
partnership on the mission, all to His glory and your good! 
 


