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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
May 10, 2015 

 
WORLDVIEW: SHAPING OUR MINDS FOR THE MISSION 

1 Corinthians 10:23–31 
 
Introduction: Changing My Thinking About Football Games 
• I never played football growing up. I hardly even remember going 

to football games when I was in High School, since the private 
school I attended until 11th grade did not have a team and the school 
I went to my senior year was really, really bad. Horrifically bad.  

• But when I was a youth pastor, Friday Nights became the cool, fun 
night to hang out with students. I always had students playing 
football and it became the thing to do at our church outside of 
Chicago. You went to the game to watch football. And when it was 
halftime, you went to the concession stand.  

• But over time, my thinking on the football game and halftime has 
changed. Do you know why? My son is in the marching band. 
When I was younger, I never thought I would ever go to a HS 
football game for the halftime show, but I do now. I wouldn’t miss 
it. In fact, the event is over after the halftime show. It took some 
time, but because of my love for my son and seeing his love for 
percussion in the marching band, my thinking has changed.  

 
A change of thinking is not always a bad thing. It is probably needed in 
many areas of our life. We are in week three of our series on Mission 
and if we are going to be the Ambassadors Jesus has us to be; to be sent 
by Him as He was sent by the Father, it probably means we are going 
to have to start thinking differently about a few things in life. In fact, 
this is what I want to primarily talk about this morning:  
 
BEING ON THE MISSION JESUS HAS FOR US DOES NOT MEAN ADDING 
MORE THINGS TO OUR LIFE. IT MEANS THINKING DIFFERENTLY ABOUT 
EVERYTHING WE ARE ALREADY DOING.   
 
It is time we change the way we think about our life. As we are talking 
about being sent by Jesus on this special mission, I am not creating a 
list of things we need to add to our already busy schedules. But I do 
want us to begin thinking differently about what we are already doing. 
Be a missionary isn’t doing more things; it is doing the things we are 
doing with a greater purpose. And that’s my goal this morning for us. I 
want to challenge us to think differently about what we are doing in our 
life. I want to begin the process of thinking about everything in our life 
through the filter of Jesus Christ.  
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Why do we get up in the morning? Because He has something for us to 
do. Why do we go to work? Because He has us there for a reason. Why 
do I love my wife? Because it honors Him. Why do I give neighbors 
rides to school? Because I want to show them how much I care for 
them and serve them. Why do I forgive others when they offend me? 
Because Jesus has forgiven me of so much more. Why do I coach youth 
sports? Because I want to show my kids how much they mean to me 
and I want to get to know other families for the glory of God and our 
good. Literally, I want us to think of everything we do through the lens 
of Jesus Christ. In order to do this, we are going to have to develop a 
solid Christian worldview, but before we get there, let me define a 
couple terms that are going to be important for us this morning.   
 
Worldview = the overall perspective from which you see and interpret 
the world. Here’s the deal. Everyone has a worldview. Everyone has a 
belief system through which they see the world. Your worldview has 
often been described as the lenses of the glasses through which you see 
everything in life. Or some people describe it as the map you use to 
find out where you are at and where you need to go. Do you know how 
we can see our worldview? By how we live. By our actions. The way 
we act in our life is always a result of what we think. What we believe 
about this world, God, people, and reality shapes everything we do in 
life. For instance . . . 
 
• How do you respond when things do not go your way?  
• What do you do when everything does go your way?  
• What do you do when your kids do not listen to you?  
• What do you do when they do listen to you? What does your 

reaction tell you about what you believe about God, you, and the 
world in which you live? 

• How do you think about small decisions (which restaurant to eat at) 
or big decisions (should we sell our house and move)?  

• How do you respond to someone living in open sin?  
• What do you do when the umpire makes a really bad call like I had 

yesterday in my son’s game?  
• What do you do when he wins the game with an amazing hit?  
 
We will view and act in every situation of our life through what we 
believe. This is our worldview. It impacts everything.  
 
Unfortunately, many people believe and think wrongly in all of these 
situations. I want to take a few minutes to point out one of the wrong 
belief systems that drastically impacts those in the church. It is a belief 
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system called Dualism. Dualism is simply the separation between the 
physical and the spiritual. Hang with me here for a minute, because 
much of what I’m going to say may sound really good, but it has major 
implications on how we view everything in our life. Dualism says that 
physical things are evil while spiritual things are righteous. In the NT, 
there was a very popular teaching called Gnosticism, which was 
eventually deemed a heresy. It taught that everything material is evil 
and everything spiritual is good.  
 
The implications of this teaching in the NT (books like Colossians & 1 
John in particular) are, for instance, that Jesus couldn’t have been a real 
person, for that is evil. Physical flesh is evil. Because of this, He must 
have been a spirit-like being in the form of man, but He wasn’t man. 
But if you argued that He was in fact a real human being, then He could 
not be a deity, for God (being good) could never become a man, which 
is evil. What we find in Gnosticism or dualism is a major separation 
between the physical and the spiritual. 
 
Now you may think, “But Thad, that seems silly. I don’t believe that.” 
Well, hold onto your seats for second as I try to test your hypothesis 
that you don’t hold to a type of dualism. Let me test that with you 
through showing you how this type of thinking impacts the way we 
fulfill the Great Commission. 
 
How would you answer this question: “What is a missionary?” Now 
hopefully, your answer might be in the midst of being swayed because 
of our current sermon series, but there are many who believe the man 
and wife who give up of their career to move to some other nation is a 
missionary and they are a holy, faithful, follower of Jesus Christ. And 
rightly so, they are. But at the same time, they are seen as a missionary 
as opposed to the man and wife who remain in their country house in 
central Geauga County, faithfully loving each other and being a good 
neighbor to those around them. They are not missionaries; they are just 
living life. They are just living the mundane.  
 
Or we could even put it like this. There are some who subtly believe 
that what happens on Sunday or what happens at a Bible study is holy 
and sacred. But what happens outside of these times is not holy or 
sacred. It is mundane. It is secular. So what happens on Sunday is holy 
and what happens Monday through Saturday is not holy. It is worldly. 
Don’t believe this? Then let me ask you, do you think that what 
happens here can be just as holy and righteous as your workplace? A 
kid’s band recital? Playing games with friends. A day at the baseball 
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field? Going grocery shopping? If we believe that what happens here in 
this moment is inherently more holy than what can happen at these 
other times, then you may just be a dualist.  
 
And this is what I want to argue against this morning. I want to help us 
see that there should not be a separation between the things that happen 
on Sunday and the things that happen the rest of the week. I do not 
want us to look through a lens that separates the spiritual from the 
physical. I want us to look through the lens of a Christian worldview.  
 
Christian Worldview = The view of life that sees everything through the 
lens of the Bible and the person and work of Jesus Christ. If you study 
worldviews, this may seem like a major oversimplification. But 
hopefully, as we make our way through the rest of the message, you 
will understand what I mean by this. My great prayer in this is that we 
would begin to see everything we do through the lens of what God has 
revealed to us as reality in His Word, the Bible, and that we would seek 
to image His Son, Jesus Christ, in all of it. 
 
This is what I have preached for a long time and you will hear me say it 
several times this morning. There is a Christian way to do everything in 
life. Or better said, a Christian way to view everything. There is a 
Christian response to everything. There is a Christian response to how 
we work. There is a Christian way to be friends with people. There is a 
Christian way to go shopping. There is a Christian way to be a mother. 
There is a Christian way to view everything in this life, even in the 
most mundane things we find ourselves doing. There is even a way to 
change a diaper Christianly (men, since it is Mother’s day, it is 
probably wrapped up in you doing it today!). 
 
Each of these responses flow from what we believe about God, man, 
and this world. It flows from our worldview. It is time for us to shape 
our minds for the Mission God has for us by thinking more Christianly 
about everything. And this calling to do everything in a Christian way 
is seen most clearly in our passage this morning, when we get to the 
end of the illustration we will look at in a moment when Paul says, 
“whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God.” Paul says that even the mundane things in this world that we do, 
eating and drinking, are to be done to the glory of God. There is a way 
that we should think about eating, drinking, or anything that we engage 
in to the glory of God. Let me illustrate it like this . . . 
 
Illustration: Eating Chips to the Glory of God 
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• As I was studying this topic on Wednesday morning, I was hungry. 
And so I reached into my drawer and found the remains of a bag of 
chips. I’m not talking any bag of chips; I’m talking about Garden 
Salsa Sun Chips. Do you like them? They are fantastic!  

• On Monday afternoon this past week, I was at home and made 
myself a sandwich and was looking for something else to go with it. 
And I came across this bag of chips my wife had purchased on 
Sunday afternoon, probably for something specific. So I opened 
them and began to eat them. There’s just one issue I have with how 
they package their chips. They come in a 7oz bag, which is too 
large to justify eating a whole bag by yourself, but it is too small to 
eat a bunch and not feel like you have eaten most of the bag. And 
so as I ate them, I quickly realized that whatever purpose my wife 
bought these chips for, they wouldn’t be available. So I folded up 
the few crumbs left in them and put them in my bag and took it to 
the office, where Wednesday morning as I’m studying, I open them 
back up thinking . . .  

• Can I eat these chips to the glory of God? Yes. I can eat them 
enjoying the great gifts of flavor and human creativity to come up 
with something so wonderful. But to eat them to the glory of God 
probably doesn’t mean I eat an entire bag. And it probably doesn’t’ 
mean I hide them from my family. And it probably doesn’t mean I 
play dumb when they go to eat them and realize they are missing 
(to which I’m confessing right now). 

 
What I think about God, the human body, relationships, and everything 
about reality will move me to how I view the way I eat a bag of chips. 
Of course, this is the culmination of an argument Paul makes starting in 
vs. 23, where he gives an illustration about what it means to have a 
worldview that looks through the lens of doing all things for the glory 
of God. This illustration has to do with eating meat, not chips. It is an 
illustration on how we should live and act and think about all things in 
life, when God has not directly told us how to act. Let’s look at it 
quickly and then make a few applications for our life today.  
 
Vs. 23–24  Paul starts by saying that just because you can do 
something doesn’t mean you should do it. One of the components of 
doing things to the glory of God must be having love and care for 
others. We glorify God when we do not seek our own good, but the 
good of our neighbor. This is an anti-selfish; dare I say, anti-American, 
way of thinking. If you want to glorify God in all things; if you want to 
think Christianly in all things, we start by willingly give up what we are 
free to enjoy for the good of others. 
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 Romans 15:2  “Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, 
to build him up.” 

 
 Philippians 2:4  “Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.” 
 
This is illustrated through a very specific example of eating meat that 
has been sacrificed to idols. You see, there were some pagans who 
would sacrifice animals to their pagan gods and then take the meat to 
the market and sell it. It was thought that to eat this meat was to align 
yourself with the idolatry of that act of worship. So how are you to act 
as a Christian in a world in which people live as idolaters?  
 
Vs. 25–26  Unless God has given you a red light through His 
Scriptures, then go ahead and walk forward and enjoy it. Enjoy this life 
He has created. As you walk through the West Side Meat Market and 
see a good piece of filet, feel free to purchase it and cook it medium 
rare with light seasoning, and enjoy it. Feel free to do this without 
feeling the need to ask how the meat got there. Just enjoy it and be 
thankful to the Lord for His great gifts. There is nothing outside of the 
authority of God that He is not over. And so, eat this meat without 
asking questions, with gratitude as it is the Lord’s gift to you. And 
everyone who has had a great filet to eat says . . . Amen! 
 
Vs. 27  And if an unbeliever invites you to his house for dinner and 
you feel like going, then eat what is set before you. You may choose to 
not eat the filet because you don’t like filet (although, are you okay?), 
but don’t choose to not eat it based on some spiritual rational of some 
random possibility that this meat was sacrificed to an idol. Don’t even 
ask where the meat came from. To ask questions about the food may 
bring an unnecessary affront to the host. Don’t raise any unnecessary 
barrier between you and the unbeliever. Just eat the meat and be a good 
neighbor, thinking of their feelings over yours. After all, you want to be 
a witness to them to win them to Christ.  
 
Side Note: Can I just encourage us once again to not avoid unbelievers 
because we think being their friend might potentially put us in an 
awkward situation that will be difficult to know what to do? Here’s the 
deal . . . I guarantee you that if you befriend those who do not love 
Jesus you will be put in situations in which you will feel uncomfortable. 
But this is not an excuse to avoid them. Again, what has He sent you to 
do? To engage, not run. We talked last week that He has redeemed you 
out of this world to send you back into this world for His sake. Part of 
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living a Christian worldview is moving and acting out of love and 
calling, not out of fear of potential hard decisions. But let’s not dismiss 
the reality that you will face some hard decisions. 
 
Vs. 28–30  If you are there and nobody says anything, eat the meat 
and enjoy it as a gift from God. But if you are there and someone says 
to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice”, meaning, it has been 
sacrificed to an idol; then do not eat it. It sounds like a contradiction, 
but you need to picture the scenario. Picture a room full of guests and 
an unbeliever serves the meal and then tries to trap the believer to see if 
he is going to abide by the known Christian principles of conduct 
towards meat offered to idols. And so he openly tells him that the meat 
set before Him is idolatry meat.  
 
At that point, don’t eat it. Avoid being a stumbling block in the path of 
another Christian or an unbelieving host. Just because you are free to 
eat it doesn’t mean you have to eat it or should eat it. At this point, your 
Christian freedom functions best in the context of God’s glory and 
other’s good.  
 
Now, I understand that this can be confusing. Do I eat or not eat? What 
do I do? How do I respond in my freedom? And I think Paul also 
thought this may be confusing, because it is at this point that Paul 
summarizes his point by writing in vs. 31, “So whether you eat or drink 
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” The overarching 
principle to remember is that in all things, do it to God’s glory. When 
faced with hard decisions, move towards God’s glory. When faced with 
easy decisions, move toward the glory of God. And even in the most 
mundane things of life, in our eating and drinking, do it to God’s glory. 
 
There should never be a separation between the secular and the sacred. 
There’s nothing in which you do in life that should not be done to the 
glory of God. This principle of “To God’s Glory” should be the 
overarching thought over our finances, not just in giving to the church 
or helping someone in need, but also in buying a new car. There is a 
way to purchase a new vehicle to the glory of God. It is not that the 
giving money to church is holy and the purchase of a vehicle is 
worldly. Both can be holy or worldly, depending upon the spirit and 
heart and worldview behind the act. 
 
You all know that we live in a world in which people live for self. At 
the heart of the unbeliever is a heart that lives to glorify self. They seek 
to please self, to gratify self. But the Christian has a higher goal in what 
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they do in this world. We are called to not live for self, but for the One 
who created us. We live to the glory of our God. And when we don’t do 
it for the glory of God, it is called SIN. That’s right. Every time we fail 
to do something for the glory of God, we sin.  
 
 Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.” 
 
This can and is often a confusing thing, because at some level we are 
living in the “Christian Talk” category. It is easy to use Christian lingo 
and really not know what it means. Doing things to the glory of God is 
some what an abstract term that is filled with mystery. We know we are 
to do it, but how do we do it. 
 
The best explanation I have ever read on this concept is found in a 
marriage book by Tim Savage called No Ordinary Marriage. If you 
haven’t read that book, you should. He argues that to give glory to 
something is best found when we produce a likeness of that object in 
such a way as to illustrate its glory. This happens all the time. Do you 
think there are young men in Chicago right now fading back throwing 
up a long 3-pointer trying to mimic Derrick Rose? Of course. Why? 
Because as they image Him, they are reflecting his glory. 
 
Sorry, I know, that’s a terrible example. Why do you wear your favorite 
players jersey? Why do young baseball players try to swing like their 
favorite player? Why do young singers try to sing like their favorite 
singers? When we do these things, we are producing a likeness of the 
object of our affection in an attempt to illustrate its glory. We sing or 
shoot or swing because when we do it, we are trying to show others 
how great the original really is.  
 
I think you know where we are going here. We ultimately give glory to 
God when we image Him in the things that we do. Whatever we do. 
And the greatest example we have given to us in Scripture is found in 
the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. We give God glory when we image 
Jesus on the cross. We give God glory when we are selfless like Jesus. 
We give God glory when we give and pour out instead of take. This is 
what it ultimately means when Paul says, “Whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  
 
The Christian worldview begins to look at everything in life through 
the lens of the cross of Jesus. Yes, we ask the question, “Is it biblical? 
Is my response biblical? How can I respond biblically?” But I would 
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suggest that there is an even deeper response we should have in every 
situation in life. What would it do to our witness if we developed a 
worldview in every single aspect of our life that asked the question, 
“Can I image Jesus in this moment?” Or better yet, “How can I image 
Jesus in this moment?” 
 
This is where our minds need to be shaped. We need to develop a God-
consciousness that is filled with the Scriptures and is quick to respond 
with a self-emptying, Christ-exalting, God-glorifying image of Jesus on 
the cross. And if we do that, I believe, we will be well on our way to 
fulfilling the Mission He has sent us on in this world.  
 
And so go home this week and do your mundane things to the glory of 
God; I mean, do them in a self-emptying-Jesus-on-the-cross way. All to 
His glory and your good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


