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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
April 19, 2015 

 
LESSONS FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

 The Gospel of Matthew 
 
Introduction: Louis Zamperini 
• About three years ago, someone recommended a book for me to 

read while I was on vacation. I normally only read Christian non-
fiction, but every once in a while I will take up the challenge to read 
some other types of books. This was a book that told the story of 
one man who was born in 1917 in New York, but raised in 
California. It is the story of Louis Zamperini.  

• I have to tell you, when I read Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand, I 
was captivated. I couldn’t put it down. His life was one amazing 
journey after another. A troubled teen turns HS track star who 
eventually becomes Olympian, competing in the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics. He was set to compete in the 1940 Olympics when 
WWII breaks out and it is cancelled. And so Louis joins the Army, 
and on a recon mission is shot down in a plane somewhere in the 
Pacific Ocean. He survives at sea for 47 days, only to be rescued by 
a Japanese ship and sent to a prisoner of war camp for two years 
where he is beaten, but not broken. After the way, he struggles with 
forgiveness against his captors and understanding his plot in life, 
that is, until he hears a message on the gospel of Jesus Christ by 
Billy Graham in LA in 1949.Amazing story. It’s almost difficult to 
make up stories like this. The journey Louis Zamperini experienced 
is literally movie worthy.  

 
Off and on over the past four years, we have also been studying the life 
of someone that is even more movie-worthy. The life of Jesus Christ is 
even more amazing than the journeys of Louis Zamperini. And we have 
taken the opportunity to study His life through the pen of Matthew. As 
we have done so, we have stopped along the way of our journey to look 
at 97 moments in His life, each one teaching us something about who 
He is and what He accomplished. Our goal this morning is to take the 
lens of the camera and back out from these 97 moments to see how 
Matthew’s gospel gives us the entire picture. We want to look at the 
forest, not just individual trees.  
 
One thing is abundantly clear when we turn to the book of Matthew: It 
is the first book in the New Testament. It is placed there because it is a 
transition book from the OT to the rest of the NT. Jesus was born as a 
Jew and lived His life in the nation of Israel. Because of this, Matthew 
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writes a gospel directed toward the Jewish people to show them how 
Jesus fulfills the OT. Some people disagree with me, and it’s okay if 
they are wrong, but I believe that the gospel of Matthew is one of the 
earliest books written in the NT. This leads us then to the main theme 
of the book of Matthew. Why did He write this book?  
 
THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF MATTHEW IS TO DECLARE THAT 
JESUS OF NAZARETH IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
 
Obviously, a book written to the Jewish people would need to be a very 
Jewish book. And in order to reach the Jewish people, Matthew relies 
heavily on the OT Scriptures. In fact, there are 53 direct OT quotes and 
76 other allusions to the OT, more than the other gospel accounts. He is 
very deliberate in trying to show the Jewish people that Jesus fulfills 
the OT prophecies foretold about the coming Messiah.  
 
Because of this heavy emphasis on declaring to the Jewish people that 
Jesus is the King, there is a very kingly theme found throughout this 
book. That is why as we walked through each of the movements 
throughout this book, we have tried to emphasize this king and 
kingdom theme. I thought it might be good to take a few minutes to 
paint the entire picture of the book of Matthew through reviewing the 9 
Sermon Series we preached from this book and how it furthers the 
thought that Jesus is the King of the Jews. 
 
MATTHEW 1—4   “INTRODUCING THE KING” 
 
The beginning of the book is simply given to show us how Jesus 
arrives on the scene and begins to minister. One of the ways that 
Matthew proves to the Jewish people that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed 
their long-awaited King is to show His kingly lineage. He needs to 
show how Jesus comes in the family line of David.  
 
And so Matthew shows us how Jesus comes to be born of a virgin; how 
Joseph adopts Jesus as his own; how He is born in Bethlehem; how and 
why Jesus flees to Egypt and His return to Nazareth to be raised; how 
John the Baptist precedes Him in ministry; and how Jesus begins His 
earthly ministry in Capernaum by the sea . . . all promised in the OT 
and fulfilled perfectly in Jesus Christ. Matthew perfectly introduces 
Jesus as the King of the Jews.  
 
It is not long into the book of Matthew before he tells us all about the 
teaching ministry of Jesus Christ. This is the second movement . . . 
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MATTHEW 5—7   “KINGDOM LIVING, HERE AND NOW” 
 
One of the things we learn about Jesus is that He is a great teacher. One 
of the main themes that He teaches about is the Kingdom of God. 
When Jesus speaks of the Kingdom, there is an aspect that it is already 
here. While it is not what it will be someday, in a literal, physical 
kingdom, the message and attitude of the Kingdom is here and now. 
And really, what Jesus does through what has traditionally been called 
the Sermon on the Mount is to argue that the attitude of the Kingdom is 
an internal attitude; it is not external activities.  
 
In many ways, Jesus expands the OT Law by dealing with heart issues. 
So for instance, its not just about not committing adultery, its about 
lust. The attitude of the Kingdom isn’t just about not murdering, it is 
about anger and hate. It isn’t about praying, it is about the attitude of 
your heart in praying. It isn’t about giving, it is about the attitude of the 
heart in your generosity. And we could keep going.  
 
At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, we are told Jesus teaches them 
as one who has authority, not as their scribes. Matthew uses this 
statement to launch into a section showing the authority Jesus has, not 
just in teaching, but in all aspects of life.  
 
MATTHEW 8—10   “THE AUTHORITY OF THE KING” 
 
There is no question that Jesus is in fact authoritative. He doesn’t need 
to act authoritative; He is all authority. As Matthew makes this 
argument that Jesus is the King of all kings; the Lord of all lords, he 
shows us that Jesus is indeed authoritative over all things, including us.  
 
Not only is Jesus teaching ministry authoritative, but in everyday life, 
Jesus exhibited the authority we would expect of the King. His 
authority is witnessed in how he deals with sin, sickness, sinners, 
demons, nature, and even death. As we will see in a few minutes, the 
authority Jesus displays recorded in Matthew’s Gospel is that only of 
the Messiah, the King of the Jews. And because of His authority, we 
are all faced with a question: how should we respond to Him? 
 
MATTHEW 11—12   “RESPONDING TO THE KING” 
 
In these chapters, Matthew shows us how different types of people 
interact with Jesus. We see fears and frustrations. We witness rejection 
and anger. But what we see more than anything else is that Jesus 
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demands a response. Everyone responds somehow to Jesus, whether it 
be worship or rejection . . . everyone responds. Unfortunately, more 
people respond rejecting the King of all kings instead of worshipping 
Him, which leads Jesus to begin teaching differently . . . 
 
MATTHEW 13   “PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM” 
 
Jesus begins to teach in parables. These are not simply illustrations to 
make a meaning of some spiritual lesson clearer. Yes, many have 
defined a parable as an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. And as 
Jesus told them, the people completely understood the physical aspect 
of the story. But the connection is not always obvious. For some, it is 
simply a nice story. In the parables, the meaning is often unclear. 
 
Why does Jesus teach like this? He makes it abundantly clear to His 
disciples that His intent in teaching this way is to hide the truth from 
unbelievers and to reveal it to believers. After all the time of being 
rejected with clear instruction, Jesus stops casting pearls before those 
who already have their mind made up about Him. Instead, He paints 
pictures that only those who know Him have the spiritual perception to 
grasp. This then leads to an ever-widening separation between those 
that love Jesus and those that hate Him. 
 
MATTHEW 14—20   “THE POLARIZING KING” 
 
Nobody is neutral to Jesus. He is a dividing figure. As He continues to 
minister to His disciples and crowds, we see a growing hatred for King 
Jesus by many people. But we also see rare moments of faith. Jesus is 
despised by some and loved on by others. It is in this section that we 
see the animosity towards Jesus building. When Jesus heals people the 
religious leaders think He shouldn’t heal, they become agitated. This 
then leads to a full on rejection of King Jesus.  
 
MATTHEW 21—23   “REJECTING THE KING” 
 
It is now we see the full and final rejection of Jesus by the people of 
Israel. Everything now is leading toward the ultimate rejection, which 
will result in His death on the cross for the sins of humanity. Jesus 
heads toward Jerusalem with a determined resolve because He knows 
what is going to happen. He is not a sheep that is dragged to His death. 
He is leading the way. We even see this as Jesus looks toward this final 
rejection. At the end of the widening polarization that takes place 
toward King Jesus, He states His purpose in coming . . . 
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 Matthew 20:28  “Even as the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 
He comes to give up of His life. It is going to happen. He knows He is 
going to be rejected. The Scribes and Pharisees want His life to come to 
an end, but they do not take it from Jesus. He is going to give it. The 
misunderstanding of the disciples is not going to stop it. He is resolved 
to go to the cross and He knows it is going to happen once He gets to 
Jerusalem. 
 
And it is in this full on rejection that the religious leaders try to test 
Jesus by asking tricky questions, but He is not fooled. In response, 
Jesus calls out the hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees, in what must 
be the most vivid description of religiosity in the Scriptures (Matthew 
23). The King who came to be their Messiah is now fully rejected by 
the Jewish people. They religious leaders put their plan to eliminate 
Him in full effect. And as some are making plans to kill Him, Jesus 
takes time to teach His disciples one last lesson . . . when the Kingdom 
is actually going to come in its fruition.  
 
MATTHEW 24—25   “THE RETURN OF THE KING” 
 
The disciples are curious about signs that might mean the end of the 
age is near, but Jesus doesn’t directly scratch their curiosity. Instead, 
He simply tells them that the world is going to continue to get worse 
and worse and then He is going to appear. They didn’t fully get what 
He is saying, as the disciples believe Jesus is there now to initiate His 
Kingdom as the Messiah. This has always been a struggle for them. 
They believe He is there to set up His physical kingdom now.  
 
But what they misunderstand is that He is going to die, leave them for 
some time, and then one day return. Jesus explains this Return of the 
King. The disciples want the initiation of the Kingdom to take place at 
that moment. But what they didn’t really get is what Jesus says 
immediately after telling Him about His return . . . “When Jesus had 
finished all these saying, he said to the disciples, ‘You know that after 
two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered 
up to be crucified’” (Matthew 26:1–2). They miss the fact of the King 
having to die.  
 
MATTHEW 26—28   “THE DEATH OF THE KING” 
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As we turn to chapter 26 of Matthew, we sense the anticipation 
building. The religious leaders hate Jesus. He knows He is going to 
Jerusalem for one important reason. We see everything leading toward 
one ultimate plan that has been the purpose of God from before the 
creation of this world—the death of Jesus Christ. Jesus, the King of all 
kings, is preparing to die. The Messiah is readying Himself to do what 
He came here to do—offer up Himself as a sacrifice for sinners.  
 
And this is what happens. He is betrayed by one of His closest friends. 
He is abandoned by the rest of them. He is falsely accused, beaten, 
mocked, humiliated, and then nailed to a tree to die the worst of deaths. 
Death upon a cross is considered to be reserved for the worst of 
criminals. And through it all, Jesus goes to the cross with joy knowing 
what He is accomplishing through His death.  
 
But the death of the King is not the end of the story, is it? Even though 
the religious leaders do everything they can, they cannot keep Him in 
the grave. And Matthew confirms that the King does not stay dead. He 
rises from the dead, overcoming sin and death once for all. It’s the 
greatest story that has ever been told, but it’s not just a story. It’s 
history. This is not just some fictitious account, but this really 
happened and it has implications upon all of our lives.  
 
I hope this study of the account of the life of Jesus Matthew tells us 
about has blessed you. I know it has impacted my life. Several years 
ago, I had the opportunity to preach through the gospel of Mark. And 
now preaching through Matthew, I feel as if I have been drawn closer 
into the life of my Savior. Throughout these past few years, there are 
several things that I have learned. And I want to spend the rest of our 
time this morning sharing them with you. I want to share with you 
FOUR LESSONS I’VE LEARNED THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. 
 
First, Nobody Can Prevent God’s Plan From Taking Place. It wasn’t 
long into the life of Jesus that we find people trying to prevent God’s 
plan from taking place. Although he may not have known exactly what 
they were trying to stop, we see in chapter 2 how Herod tries to kill 
Jesus. Remember that story? It is a horrific account of the bloodshed 
that takes place in and around Bethlehem, maybe within the first year 
of Jesus’ birth. The wise men come from the east and seek the King of 
the Jews, and Herod isn’t too keen to this idea.  
 
God is always one step ahead of everyone and sends an angel to tell 
Joseph to take Jesus to Egypt so that He isn’t part of that bloodshed of 
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the families that lose their children at the sword of evil King Herod. 
And this is simply the first in many attempts at Jesus’ life.  
 
In chapter 4, the enemy of God tries to stop the plan by tempting Jesus 
to worship Him instead of the Father; to trust in Him instead of God. 
After Jesus righteously says not to the first two temptations, the enemy 
of God takes Him to the very highest mountain to show him the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. And then Satan says that if 
Jesus would just bow down before him and worship him, it could all be 
his. He is offering the Kingdom to Jesus. He is offering the glory that 
comes with the Kingdom, that He will one day have, but He is offering 
it to Him without the agony of the cross. Satan is okay with Jesus 
having all the glory as long as it means He doesn’t go to the cross. But 
this plan doesn’t work either.  
 
As well, man tries to stop God’s plan. Throughout the life of Jesus, we 
know that the religious leaders do not like Him. In fact, at one point, we 
are told the “Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to 
destroy him” (Matthew 12:14). At the end of chapter 13, we see that 
His hometown rejects Him. We even see one of His closest followers 
try to stop the plan of God, although, I’m not sure Judas thought clear 
enough on this. Even the Roman government and the religious leaders 
of Israel try to prevent God’s plan by having Him killed. 
 
Funny, isn’t it. How all of these people think they are preventing Jesus’ 
message from being spread when in fact, they are complicit and part of 
the greatest message of all . . . the cross. It’s hard for me to read the 
book of Matthew, or any gospel account, and not see the hand of God’s 
providence all throughout. I just think of Joseph’s words to his brothers 
at the end of the book of Genesis, after all he went through, that he is 
able to say, “you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 
bring it about that many people should be kept alive” (Gen. 50:20). 
 
Don’t misunderstand me. Those choices by the religious leaders and 
Judas and the Roman government are real. They are very responsible 
for each one of their acts. And yet, above it all, is God working and 
weaving His perfect plan. Nobody can prevent God’s plan from taking 
place exactly how He wants it to happen! 
 
Second, Jesus Cares Deeply About My Repentance. What is the first 
word of Jesus’ gospel? Do you know what the first word we have 
recorded once He begins His ministry? It is REPENT! It is change your 
mind about how you are living and then go the other way. And from 
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this point on, the message of Jesus is hard to hear. He isn’t interested in 
our partial obedience. He is very much interested in full-hearted 
surrender. He is interested in giving all that we are for all that He is.  
 
This is what He says over and over in the book of Matthew when He 
talks about the cost to be one of His followers. For instance, at one 
point, there was a man who was part of the crowd following Jesus who 
wanted to commit to be His follower. He wanted to be a full-time 
follower of Jesus, but He only asks if it is okay to wait until he buries 
his father. It seems like a reasonable request, until you investigate what 
that phrase means in the Jewish context.  
 
This phrase “let me bury my father” was often used in ancient times to 
mean, “Let me get my inheritance.” If a person were to leave their 
family business early, before the parents died, they would probably 
receive a significantly less inheritance than the other siblings; if any at 
all. Depending on the age of the father, this could have been an offer 
that the man wanted to follow Jesus, just not right then. Maybe later in 
life. He wanted to enjoy just a few more years of independence. He 
wanted to make sure his physical future was taken care of before fully 
committing. He wanted a few more years doing what he wanted to do 
before he came to Jesus. His mantra was “I’ll get right someday. I 
know Jesus is worthy to submit my life to, and I will someday; just not 
quite yet.” His intentions are to follow Jesus, just not yet. 
 
And Jesus’ response? The time is NOW! “Follow me, and leave the 
dead to bury their own dead” (Matthew 8:22). He isn’t telling this man 
that he should be callous about death, but that he should stop making 
excuses and submit His life to Jesus. We often presume on time and fail 
to commit to Jesus what He desires and demands. What a wake up call 
this should be for us.  
 
In addition, we see Jesus desires our full out commitment to Him. He 
wants it now and He wants it fully. Two passages . . . 
 
 Matthew 10:37–39  “37 Whoever loves father or mother more 

than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 

 
 Matthew 16:24–26  “24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone 

would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
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and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or 
what shall a man give in return for his soul?” 

 
Third, Nobody Has Authority Like Jesus Christ. Of all the sections 
through the gospel of Matthew that made an impact on me were 
chapters 8–10 on the Authority of the King. His teaching is 
authoritative. He is authoritative over diseases. There’s one account 
where a soldier comes to Jesus asking for help for a servant of his that 
is at home paralyzed. And he wants Jesus to simply speak the words to 
heal him. His faith is amazing. He doesn’t even ask Jesus to come, but 
what he says tells us a lot about the authority he thinks Jesus has. 
 
 Matthew 8:8–9  “8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not 

worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, 
with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to 
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.” 

 
He compares Jesus authority over this disease to the rankings in the 
military. His faith is unreal, for he believes all Jesus has to do is simply 
speak it and the disease will leave. Amazing. And true.  
 
We could go on and on. He is authoritative of mankind. He is 
authoritative over nature. I mean He speaks to the winds and the sea 
and it obeys them. Just think of that. He speaks to the wind and it stops. 
He tells waves to quick flowing and they stop. Demons have nothing 
compared to the authority of Jesus. When they come in contact with 
Jesus, they know they are done. He has authority to forgive sins and 
sinners. Even death has nothing on Jesus Christ.  
 
What’s the point of all of this? Well, it simply reminds me of how 
authoritative Jesus is in all of life and so why don’t I trust Him to be the 
authority in my life? What am I afraid of? What scares me of letting 
Him run my life? I suppose that I might be afraid and should be afraid 
if the one ruling my life was mean and a dictator. But that’s not who 
Jesus is and we see this all throughout the book of Matthew. This leads 
me to the last thing I learn . . . 
 
Fourth, Jesus Is Compassionate. The One who has all authority is also 
the One who is more compassionate that anyone else. He knows all and 
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still pursues. He knows what people are going through and everything 
they are dealing with and still loves. For instance . . . 
 
 Matthew 9:35–36  “35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities 

and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.” 

 
In Matthew 14, we are told the account of where Jesus heals the sick 
out of His compassion for them. But then He notices they are very 
hungry and so what does He do? He feeds them by taking five loaves 
and two fish. Later on, He does the same thing to four thousand people. 
Taking care of people was a daily occurrence for Jesus.   
 
 Matthew 15:29–31  “29 Jesus went on from there and walked 

beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat 
down there. 30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them 
the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and 
they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd 
wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, 
the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the God 
of Israel.” 

 
And then there’s the account of Jesus walking out of Jericho that one 
day, followed by a huge crowd, and there are two blind men sitting by 
the road begging for food. But when they realize Jesus is walking by, 
they begin to beg for much more than food. They beg to be healed. 
They beg for mercy. The crowds wouldn’t have any of it and tell them 
to be quiet, but they continued screaming all the louder.  
 
We are told Jesus finally hears them and asks them, “What do you want 
me to do for you”. Of course, their response is that they want their eyes 
to be opened. And then we are told, “Jesus, in pity touched their eyes, 
and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him” (Matt. 
20:34).  
 
If you get anything from the gospel of Matthew, I hope it is that Jesus 
is the most compassionate man to ever live. He is the most righteous 
and loving person to ever walk on this earth. That is what I was 
reminded of and I hope you are as well. May God be glorified in our 
study of His Son through the gospel of Matthew.  


