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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
July 26, 2015 

 
Does Your God Deserve Your Worship? 

Psalm 113 
 
Introduction: The Avengers Movie 
• As most of you know, our family returned last night from vacation. 

One of the days while we were there, I was flipping through TV 
and I came across the Avengers Movie. It was towards the end of 
the movie and one of my sons said, “Wait, this is my favorite part.” 
So I paused for a minute to see his “favorite part.”  

• Towards the end of the movie during the major fight scene, Loci 
was in a battle with the Hulk when Loci says, “Stop! You can’t 
touch me, I’m a god!” At this point, the Hulk grabs him by the foot 
and begins to just throw him around everywhere, pounding him into 
the ground like a rag doll. After the last throw down as Loci lay 
there utterly destroyed, the Hulk walks away and says, “Puny 
god!” The mockery of a false god is my son’s favorite part of that 
movie. I’m okay with that.  

 
In his classic book, The Knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozer said, 
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 
important thing about us.” So true. What the Bible has to say about the 
God of the universe should impact everything in our life. My goal this 
morning from Psalm 113 is for us to get a big picture of the God of the 
Bible to set in contrast to the many puny gods we are tempted to 
worship each day. The Bible is clear that God is great and deserves our 
unhindered worship. Our goal this morning is to walk out of here in 
Awe of God and bow down this week in worship to Him.  
 
Psalm 113, speaking about the greatness of God, opens what is known 
as the Hallel Psalms, the praise Psalms (113—118). These were 
traditionally sung at the great Festivals in Israel: the Passover feast, the 
feast of Pentecost, and the feast of Tabernacles. In the home celebration 
of the Passover, Psalms 113—114 would have been sung before the 
meal and then Psalms 115—118 after the meal. 
 
The author and date of this Psalm is unknown, but what we do know is 
that in the singing of this Psalm at the beginning of the feasts, they 
were trying to show one very important point.  This is the main thought 
of this Psalm: BECAUSE OF HOW GREAT AND GOOD OUR GOD IS, HE 
DESERVES TO BE WORSHIPPED. 
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The Psalm is broken down into two parts. In vs. 1–3, the Psalmist gives 
admonition that the Lord is to be worshiped. And then in vs. 4–9, he 
gives the reason why. And so we have sort of, two separate sermons 
this morning. I guess I have been gone for a few weeks, so I have two 
sermons this morning to catch up. In just a few minutes, we are going 
to see Reminders To Revive Our Worship. But before we get there, I 
want to give us 3 HELPFUL REMINDERS TO EVALUATE OUR WORSHIP. 
 
1. OUR WORSHIP IS TO BE DIRECTIONAL (VS. 1–2A) 
 
Who is worthy to be praised? Who deserves our worship? It is the 
Lord. It is the name of the Lord. This Psalm opens with a most 
explosive exhortation: “Praise the LORD.” What I mean by directional 
worship is that our worship is focused on and committed to the LORD, 
Yahweh. It is God who is to get our worship. In fact, the call heightens 
by the next line, “Praise, O servants of the LORD.” It is like the author 
is reminding them, that they are servants of Yahweh, not servants of 
anything or anyone else. 
 
And then the praise continues to heighten as we are told to “Praise the 
Name of the LORD.” It is not only that we are to worship the LORD, 
but also His name. God’s name reveals His character, His personhood. 
What’s His name that is used here? It is the Hebrew term, “Yahweh.” 
Just FYI, whenever your reading the OT and all term Lord is spelled in 
all capitals, that is the name of Yahweh. It is the covenantal word used 
by God to describe Himself to His people. It means the self-existent 
One; it is the supreme name of God.  
 
In fact, it was such a sacred name of God that the Jewish people were 
very concerned about showing the name itself reverence. So much so 
that that in order to avoid making any mistakes with His name, they 
would avoid pronouncing Yahweh and would read Adonai instead, 
except for once a year when the High Priest would give the blessing on 
the Day of Atonement.  
 
His name represents all that there is to know about Him. When you talk 
about God’s name, you are talking about HIM! That is one reason why 
God said in one of the Commandments that, “You shall not take the 
name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him 
unpunished who takes His name in vain.” 
 
But it is not about just not taking the name of the LORD in vain, it is 
about honoring His name and praising . . . worshipping God through 
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His name. That’s what the Psalmist is thinking. I will give praise to the 
name of the LORD. But yet he does not even stop there, for in vs. 2, he 
says, “blessed be the name of the LORD.” Now, how can we bless 
God? I thought that was something that He does to us. To bless here 
means to bow your knee as an act of adoration. It means to worship.   
 
So here is the point. Here is the reminder. Our worship is to be 
directional towards God! So is it? Did He get your undivided attention 
this morning while singing those songs? As you drove to church this 
morning, was your mind held captive that what you were about to do 
was to walk through those doors and worship the LORD of all 
creation? Better yet, as we have so often talked about, did He have your 
worship before you walked through those doors? Has He consumed our 
thinking? Is our attention focused on Him? So, not only is our worship 
to be directional towards God, but also… 
 
2. OUR WORSHIP IS TO BE CONTINUAL (VS. 2B–3) 
 
“From this time forth and forever more” – all the time, worship is to be 
dripped from the lips and minds of those who fear God, who 
acknowledge God. In the Bible we see acts of worship from the 
beginning of time all the way until the end of the world, even into 
eternity.  Job 38 says that worship was present at creation by the angels 
and then in Revelation 4 we get a glimpse of what worship will be like 
in Heaven. All of known time is consumed with worship. If worship is 
to be stretched through all of eternity, then certainly it is meant to be an 
item of concern tomorrow in the grocery store, even with those 
screaming kids. 
 
The author then uses this illustration of the sun; from the rising to the 
setting. One way in which that illustration helps us is to reinforce the 
fact of the continual nature of what our worship is to be. It does not 
matter what time it is, whether the sun is rising or setting or rising the 
next day or setting the next day . . . God is to be worshipped. What this 
specifically means for you and me is that there is never a time when we 
should not be worshipping. Can you really think of a time when it is 
right for you not to worship God? The answer to that is NO!  
 
I quoted Tozer at the beginning; let me quote him again. He says, 
“True worship of God must be a constant and consistent attitude or 
state of mind within the believer.” What he means is that worship 
involves a mindset that is on God focused for a reason, grounded in 
truth. But worship also involves emotions that are drawn to God like a 
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moth to a fire. And it is that sort of worship that we are called to have 
for God all day, every day . . . continual! So not only is our worship to 
be directional and continual, but . . . 
 
3. OUR WORSHIP IS TO BE UNIVERSAL (VS. 2B-3) 
 
Back to vs. 3. That illustration of the sun rising and setting makes 
another observation in regards to our worship. There is no hiding from 
it. There is no place that we can go to get away from the calling of 
worship. It is not when we are in our basement in front of the TV. From 
the east to the west over the whole earth, pure worship should be given 
to His glory. As far as the eye can see is where we are to worship. 
There is not a secret dungeon that we can run to in order to get out from 
our calling of worship to God. It is to be universal. 
 
Look at one more nuance of vs. 3. The text says that the name of the 
LORD is to be praised. That does not mean that it always is. What is 
being said is that there is nothing out there that falls under the rising or 
setting of the sun that should be worshipped apart from God and His 
name. He should be praised, that does not mean that He always is. We 
often run from worshipping Him.   
 
As I study this, as we go through this, one thing keeps coming back to 
me: we do not always worship directionally. I mean, there are many 
things that we put before God in our worship on a weekly basis. We 
certainly do not worship the Lord continually. We have good times and 
bad times, right? And yes, I think that we do think that there are places 
that we can run from worshipping God. Worship happens at church, not 
at my job or when I am on vacation, or during that trial, or certainly not 
when bad things have happened to me. 
 
Why do we not praise God like these verses state? Probably because we 
have not come to understand what the Psalmist understood . . . those 
things that moved him to worship God. That is what the rest of this 
passage is about. We all have a worship disorder and the remedy for it 
is to get a big view of God. And so, for the rest of our time, let me give 
you 2 Healing Antidotes to Revive Our Worship. 
 
1.  REALIZE WHAT A GREAT GOD WE WORSHIP (VS. 4–5) 
 
If you are having a problem with your worship of God, first of all, 
realize, let it sink in, comprehend it if you may . . . that the God you say 
you worship is really, really GREAT! We should praise God because 
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he is first of all exalted above all that we know. He is no puny god. He 
is the great God of the Bible. Is the God that you worship the high 
exalted One who is far above all that we know to exist? The Lord’s 
presence covers all the lands where humanity dwells.  
 
This means several things for us this morning. The Lord God is over all 
the terrorists. He is over all the governments of the world. He is greater 
than all the athletes that we worship on a daily basis. He is greater in a 
sense of superiority to all that we know. In theology, we call this . . . 
 
The Transcendence of God = God is separate from, independent of, and 
superior to nature and humanity. 
 
Look at vs. 5. The author asks the question, “who is like the LORD our 
God, who is enthroned on high?” It is a rhetorical question that 
assumes the answer of “NOBODY.” God is transcendent. He is not 
attached to us. He does not need us in order to exist. He is superior to 
the greatest of us. The author says that He is enthroned on High. 
Spurgeon says, “In the height of His dwelling, none can be like Him. 
His throne, His character, His person, His being and everything about 
Him is lofty and infinitely majestic. None can be compared to Him.” 
 
We see God’s greatness & transcendence all through the Scriptures.  
One place is in Isaiah 40. Turn there. God is set in comparison to man 
and God is seen to be superior by a landslide. 
 
 Isaiah 40:7–8  
 Isaiah 40:18–28  
 
All throughout the Scriptures we see a pattern that God separates 
Himself from man, making it abundantly clear to all men that He is 
different, He is in control, He is the one who deserves praise, He is the 
one who is superior. Need more proof? 
 
 Job 38:1–7 
 Job 38:12–18 
 Job 40:1–14 
 
Do we need to continue? Are we getting the point? God is making it 
abundantly clear to Job that when he began to question God on things . 
. . you know, like . . . “God, why did this happen? That does not make 
sense that you allowed this to occur? But wouldn’t it be better to do it 
this way?” God turns around and says, do not forget that I am God and 
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you are not. I am transcendent; I’m far above you. I am separate from 
you. I am not in need of you to accomplish what I want. I am superior 
to you. My thoughts are higher than your thoughts (Isaiah 55:8–9).  
 
Now, God’s transcendence can teach us several things about God and 
man. First, There is something Higher than man. Mankind and 
mankind’s achievements are not the highest good in the universe. They 
are not the highest measure of truth and value. The world is not 
designed to revolve around any man, whether that is you, your child, 
your boss, or some professional athlete. Man is not the center of the 
universe, God is! 
 
Second, God cannot be completely captured in human concepts. Do 
you realize that we cannot exhaust God’s nature? God is not limited to 
our understanding of Him. There is no way in which we as humans can 
adequately represent God. As you know, I like to read and I have read 
many books describing the Doctrine of God. I have given my short life 
as it has been to reading and knowing God. And one thing that I can tell 
you that I have found out that all those books fall woefully short of 
describing Him. He is so much more superior, so much more 
wonderful, so much more amazing, so much more separate from me 
than mere words can express.   
 
Illustration:  Hymn – The Love of God 
• Could we with ink the oceans fill; and the skies of parchment made; 

were every stalk on earth a quill; and every man a scribe by trade – 
To write the love of God would drain the ocean dry, nor could the 
scroll contain the whole tho stretched from sky to sky 

 
It is sort of like eternity. However you have concocted in your minds to 
think about eternity and how long it will be (you know never ending), 
multiply that by endless numbers and you will begin to start eternity. 
God is the same way. However wonderful and separate from us that 
you think He is; it is so far more. God cannot be completely captured in 
human concepts. 
 
Third, There will always be a difference between God and man. The 
only difference between us and God is not just the fact that we fell into 
sin. There is a much greater difference, one stemming from the fact that 
we are created. Unlike what many false religions teach, we will never 
become God. He will always be God and we will always be human, so 
there will always be transcendence. Salvation and glorification is God 
restoring us to what we were meant to be, not elevating us to what He 
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is. I have heard some people describe this concept of God’s 
transcendence as the “otherness of God.” One person who describes 
God like this is Matt Redman, a worship leader and songwriter. 
 
“He is altogether glorious—unequalled in splendor and unrivalled in 
power.  He is beyond the grasp of human reason—far above the reach 
of even the loftiest scientific mind. Inexhaustible, immeasurable, and 
unfathomable – eternal, immortal, and invisible. The highest mountain 
peaks and the deepest canyon depths are just tiny echoes of His 
proclaimed greatness. And the blazing stars above, the faintest 
emblems of the full measure of His glory.” 
 
Do you want a remedy to help your worship? Realize how GREAT of a 
God we worship. Stand in Awe of Him. But we cannot stop there.  
 
2.  RECOGNIZE WHAT A GOOD GOD WE WORSHIP (VS. 6–9) 
 
Look back at vs. 6. We are told that God humbles Himself to behold 
the things that are in the heaven and the earth. He looks far down on the 
heavens and earth. What does the author mean? What is being taught 
about God? That in spite of how much greater and superior and 
transcendent God is to us, He initiates Himself to look down upon us, 
to be apart of our lives. Wow! In theology this is called . . . 
 
The Immanence of God = God is present and active within nature and 
humanity. 
 
So here is the paradox of God: while He is separate from, independent 
of, and superior to nature and humanity, He is also present and active 
within nature and humanity. He is not only exalted, but He is humbled.   
 
Here is how good of a God that we have. Even though He is so great, 
he is not aloof to our problems. The Bible does not describe Him as the 
Deists describe Him, as creating this world and then stepping back to 
watch what happens, never being involved. He is active. He is engaged. 
He is present and active in our everyday affairs. As one commentator 
has stated, “Not only does He order the stars in their courses, but He 
provides the bread on our tables.” If we would sit and ponder about 
this for some time, it would radically change our view of God. 
 
Maybe it would be like meeting the most famous person alive today 
and as you meet them, they are completely conscious of and tended to 
your needs as a common person. Yet this illustration does not even do 
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God justice, for God is greater than the most famous person you could 
imagine and in God’s eyes, we are not just a common person. 
 
Look back to the text. Vs. 7–9 shows specifically how God intervenes 
in the affairs of our everyday life. We are told that God takes the poor 
and the needy from their horrid positions in life and makes them to sit 
with princes. We are then told about the woman who is unable to 
conceive a child, that the Lord makes her a joyful mother of children. 
 
From the most humble condition in life, He exalts them to conditions of 
wealth, rank, and honor. He has power to do this; he actually does this. 
And yet, this is not intended to be affirmed as a universal truth, or to 
assert that it is always done, but that it is among the things which show 
his majesty, his power, and his goodness, and which lay the foundation 
for praise. The point that is being made by the Psalmist is that the 
poorest man in the most horrid of circumstances is an object of God’s 
merciful regards. God is concerned about you. Again, one commentator 
has said . . . 
 
“He is fearsome yet welcoming, unfathomable yet knowable. The God 
of kings and beggars, presidents and paupers. Who fathers the 
fatherless and works through our weakness. Burning with holiness, yet 
refreshingly graceful. He who is worshipped by the multitudes of 
heaven yet rejoices over a single returning heart. Perfect in every way 
yet able to help those who are being tempted. He who is faithful even to 
the faithless, for He cannot disown Himself. This is the God we 
worship—the God of all mystery.” 
 
God is stretching out His long arm of mercy and compassion to you 
today. He is reaching out in grace. Does He need to? NO! Is God in 
some way confined to have to do it? NO! He does it because He wants 
to. We worship a God who is above the highest and yet He is also our 
Father knowing what we need even before we ask. He is our friend who 
sympathizes in all our sorrows. He is the One who knows how many 
hairs are on our head. He is to be praised! He is transcendent and great, 
but also Immanent and good.  
 
And how do we ultimately see this combination of Transcendence and 
Immanence? In Jesus Christ! 
 
 Philippians 2:5–11  “5 Have this mind among yourselves, which 

is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 



 9 

himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 

 
Conclusion: Boys getting a turtle. 
 When my boys were younger, they always wanted a turtle as a pet. 

But we are not much about inside pets and so one time we found a 
turtle in the yard and gave him a home in our backyard kiddie 
swimming pool. His name was Fred the turtle.  

 Have you ever wondered how big we must look to animals in 
general, but specifically a small turtle like Fred? Anytime we would 
come close to him, can you guess what Fred would do? He would 
hide himself inside his shell. If we could discover a way to 
communicate with Fred, I would guess that he would tell us that he 
is overwhelmed by the greatness of humanity. But we are not there 
to hurt him, we are there to care for him and take care of him and 
eventually give him a home back at the local pond. 

 And in some small way, this is what I want for us this coming week 
when we think of God. I desire us to shrink back in worship of God 
this week, knowing how Great He is and the good He has for us. To 
His Glory and our Good.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


