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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
November 27, 2011 

 
AUTHENTIC MINISTRY 10 

AUTHENTIC ENCOURAGEMENT 
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 [open] 
 
If you were with us last week, you will remember that there was a problem in 
Thessalonica. Some of the Christians in their city had died. And those who 
were living were very concerned that those who had died were going to miss 
the coming of Jesus. You see, they longed for Jesus to come back. In fact, that 
has been the attitude of all true believers over the years—longing for the 
return of Jesus. 
 
Anyways, they were fearful that their friends that had died were going to miss 
out on the coming of Jesus. To ease their pain, Paul writes to them in 4:13–18 
in order to comfort them by telling them that their friends would not miss the 
coming of Jesus, but they would be part of grand event when Jesus returns. 
 
Last week, we dealt with the comfort that we can receive when people who 
love Jesus die. Now, this week, in 5:1–11, Paul transitions to instruct those 
who are living how to live in anticipation to that grand event. Or let’s put it 
another way, in 4:13–18, there was a fear that those who have died would 
miss the coming of Jesus & now in 5:1–11, there is a fear to be addressed that 
those living would not be ready for His coming. 
 
BIG IDEA: WE CAN FIND GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT IN LOOKING, 
LONGING, AND ANTICIPATING THE COMING OF JESUS. 
 
Vs. 1–2  They obviously wanted to know when Jesus was in fact going to 
return. Not only if their dead Christian friends would miss it, but when was it 
going to be? Now as to the times and the seasons we have no need to write to 
you. Obviously Paul had already dealt with them on this issue. He is simply 
going to take this opportunity to reinforce to them what he had previously 
taught them about the coming of the Lord. 
 
Have you ever noticed that our world is extremely pre-occupied and 
fascinated about end of the world predictions? Think about what has just 
happened in the past 30 years or so (and this is just a sampling). 
 
Illustration: Faulty Predictions of the End of the Word 
• Hal Lindsey boldly declared that the rapture would occur before 

December 31, 1981, based on Christian prophesy, astronomy and 
ecological fatalism 

• In 1982, all the planets were to line up and create a magnetic force that 
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would bring Armageddon to the earth. 
• In 1984, the Jehovah’s Witnesses made sure that no one else would be 

able to beat their wrong doomsday predictions. They had claimed that the 
world would come to an end in 1874, 1878, 1881, 1910, 1914, 1918, 
1925, 1975, and finally in 1984. 

• Edgar C. Whisenant is famous for writing 88 Reasons Why the Rapture is 
in 1988, selling over 300,000 copies. Jesus was supposed to return 
sometime between September 11–13, 1988. He was quoted as saying 
"Only if the Bible is in error am I wrong; and I say that to every preacher 
in town," and "[I]f there were a king in this country and I could gamble 
with my life, I would stake my life on Rosh Hashana 88." Apparently he 
was wrong and the next year published 89 Reasons Why the Rapture is in 
1989. He eventually wrote books predicting for the coming of Jesus in 
1993 & 1994. They didn’t sell quite as well.  

• There were many who predicted the Gulf War in 1991 was in fact going 
to be the War of Armageddon, the Final War. 

• Harold Camping came on the scene predicting the coming of Jesus in 
September 1994 in his book Are You Ready? This won’t be the last time 
we hear from him. Interesting enough, he was quoted in 1994 as saying 
that if he was wrong, his alternate date would be 2011. 

• Remember Y2K? Who thought the world would end on that day? 
Seriously, who bought stuff? I bought 10 gallons of water, not sure what I 
was going to do with that (actually we were in the hospital, our first-born 
son, Karsten, was born on that day). 

o There were some who said that since 2000 divided by 3 equals 
the devils number 666.6666666, it must be a sign of the end of 
the world. 

• May 5, 2000, all the planets aligned again, nothing happens. 
• Recently, May 21, 2011 was judgment day by Harold Camping. But I 

guess he did his math wrong. 
• 2012 will be the end based upon the Mayan calendar, it might make a bad 

movie, but I don’t think it will make a bad end of the world.  
 
What’s the point of all this? Let me say it like this. Any attempt to predict the 
coming of the Lord is futile. Paul told them that he didn’t need to write to 
them about this, not because they knew exactly when it was going to be. He 
didn’t need to write to them because they knew what we know.  
 
The coming of Jesus is going to come suddenly without any notice at any 
moment at any time. And nobody knows when that is going to be. Not you. 
Not some theologian. Not some cult leader. Not some scientist. Not even 
Jesus knows when He is going to return. In what can be described as one the 
big head scratching verses in the Bible . . . 
 
 Matthew 24:36  “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not 

even the angels of heaven, or the Son, but the Father only.” 
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This means there is more mystery that surrounds the timing of the events that 
will lead to the establishment of Jesus’ Kingdom, judgment of all people, and 
the establishment of the new heavens and new earth—than any other doctrine 
in the Scriptures.  
 
Any speculation as to when Jesus is going to return is pointless and a waste of 
your time. Paul didn’t know when. He didn’t have a date to the tell the 
Thessalonians. We don’t know when. But what we do know is that Jesus will 
come suddenly in a moment. Like a thief in the night. 
 
Now, specifically what Paul refers to here is the Day of the Lord. I have to be 
honest, this specific terminology is one of the hardest concepts in the 
Scriptures to fully grasp. One thing I can say with assurance is the Day of the 
Lord is not simply a day, as in a 24-hour period of time. It is a time period. In 
Amos 5:18–20, we are told that the Day of the Lord would be a day of 
judgment of all people. 
 
 2 Peter 3:12—“The Day of God” 
 Philippians 1:6—“The Day of Christ Jesus” 
 1 Corinthians 5:5—“The Day of the Lord.” 
 1 Corinthians 1:8—“The Day of Our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 2 Thessalonians 1:10—“That Day” 
 John 6:39–40—“The Last Day” 
 Jude 6—“The Great Day” 
 
If I could piece what I understand about it from the Scriptures, it seems as 
though it is the end time event when the Lord comes to judge the people of 
the world and pour out His wrath because of sin, which will then usher in His 
Kingdom rule. It appears to be a Day of Judgment for those who oppose God 
and a Day of Deliverance for those who are in Christ. 
 
Vs. 3  Paul gives some details as to when it will be. It will happen when 
everyone thinks everything is okay. Listen, I understand why people say they 
think we are in the last days. I hear this all the time. Did you hear about all 
those earthquakes? What about all the natural disasters? It must be close to the 
end. Okay, I hear that. But Paul seems to say that it is going to happen when 
people say everything is good. It’s all going well. And then boom, the Lord 
will return. 
 
It will not be a time when we think. Here’s the problem I have when we hear 
things like the earthquake or war is that our senses are now heightened for the 
return of Jesus only when we see these “signs” of the times. I want you to file 
that in the back of your mind, for we are going to deal with this in just a 
minute because Paul’s main concern is that we are ready ANYTIME! Not just 
when we see things that we think are leading towards the end. We should be 
ready at ALL TIMES! 
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But when it does come, it will come suddenly and those who do not know 
Christ will not escape. It will be a horrifying time on this earth. 
 
 2 Thessalonians 1:5–9 [open & read] 
 
The illustration Paul uses of it is that of labor pains upon a woman. Yes, the 
labor pains can come suddenly upon the woman. But generally speaking, 
when true labor starts, it will happen. There will be no escaping it. 
 
 Matthew 24:37–39  “For as were the days of Noah, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 

 
Sound horrible, doesn’t it? While unbelievers will not escape, Paul wants the 
believers to understand that they will be okay during this event. 
 
Vs. 4  The day should not surprise the Christian like it surprises the non-
Christian. Darkness is often used of as a metaphor for the unsaved, as to the 
dominion of sin that characterizes the unsaved. Paul says, you are not still in 
your sins, still in darkness, so the coming of Jesus should not scare you. It 
should not surprise you like the thief coming because you are looking out the 
window watching for Him to come. 
 
Listen very closely: I know there is a fascination about when Jesus is going to 
return. But the much greater concern for the Christian is not when it will 
happen, but how we are to live in light of the coming reality that it will 
happen at some point. From this point on, Paul is going to try to convince us 
that all Christians should live looking, longing, and anticipating the coming of 
Jesus. 
 
Vs. 5–7  Notice a few things here. Paul changes from the second person 
“you” to the third person “we.” He is acknowledging that they are of the day, 
they are of the light. They are Christians. Then when he changes, Paul is 
making the argument that this applies to all Christians everywhere. We are not 
of the night. We are not of the darkness. 
 
Therefore, we shouldn’t live like we are. In vs. 6, Paul says we shouldn’t 
sleep, not a reference to death as in 4:13, but has to do with spiritual 
sensitivity. The believer, who is of the light, should live like He is awake, in 
the light. He is to be sensitive to spiritual things. We should be awake, 
watchful for that time when Jesus will return. We should be sober, in self-
control as we long for His return. 
 
Paul’s point? As we live this life, the Believer and Unbeliever face the same 
problems with different outlooks. Our view of things here and now should not 
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be the same as those who are still in the darkness. We should look at things 
differently than the unbeliever. 
 
Illustration: How Do You View Possessions? 
• Moving yesterday, we are so thankful. We lost 6 or 7 boxes to mold and a 

mattress and a few other things. Most of it was the kids stuff—toys, 
games, stuffed animals, and so on. It was a great opportunity to sit down 
with them and teach them that they are just material possessions. They 
will not last. It was okay until Monique told me that I had a box of 
notebooks with notes and books in it that got ruined. What?  

o Should the Christian respond to this sort of thing differently than 
the Non-Christians? 

• Or let’s look at it from another angle. Should the Christian respond 
differently to Black Friday than the Non-Christian? 

 
Illustration: How Do You View Sports? 
• I have always said that sports are a true test of character. And your kids in 

sports are even a truer test! Should the Christian respond differently when 
a bad call happens against their team or their kid than the Non-Christian? 

• If your day or week is completely ruined because some 20-year-old 
athlete didn’t make a tackle or didn’t score that touchdown, then 
something is wrong . . . don’t you think? 

 
Why all this? What does it have to do with this passage? 
 
Vs. 8  But since we belong to the day and not to the night, let us live as if 
we are in the day. The things that represent the nighttime should not be what 
represent us—not just drunkenness as vs. 7 says, but really anything. Sin. Let 
us be sober, or self-controlled, and live our lives through the means of faith, 
hope, and love. Paul gets very soldier like in this passage as he does other 
places.  
 
Having put on the breastplate of faith & love—that is an aorist participle, 
meaning Paul is saying this has happened at a point in the past. A completed 
act in the past for the life of the Christian. The helmet is the hope of salvation. 
This is the certainty that we have in our eternal state with God. Remember, 
our past, present, and future aspects of salvation. We have hope that while we 
are already saved, it will be much more than it currently is. How is that? 
 
Vs. 9  For God has not destined us to wrath. What a great truth! Christian, 
can I get an amen? God’s plan for the Christian is not wrath, not the wrath 
that Paul was just writing about. There is so much here in this one verse, so 
much I would like to spend an entire week on it. But let me show you how it 
fits into the context of what Paul is writing.  
 
Remember, He is telling the believers in Thessalonica that they shouldn’t 
worry about their friends who have died in Jesus. They will not miss the grand 
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event when Jesus finally returns. And as to when Jesus is going to return, they 
don’t need to know when, for nobody knows when. Jesus is going to return 
like a thief in the night, when the unbelieving world thinks everything is okay, 
Jesus is going to return and usher in His Day. It is going to be a great time of 
judgment. 
 
It is going to be a painful time. A horrible time. But it will not be a time for 
the Christian. Why? Because they have been changed. They are not of the 
night anymore, they are of the day. Therefore, they should live and act 
differently. And all of this, all of our living. All of our thinking. All of our 
pursuit of Jesus. All of our longing for Jesus. It all is rooted in what? Take a 
guess?  
 
The Gospel! Yes, Not suffering the wrath of God is always been a central 
component to the gospel message, not because of what we do but because of 
what Jesus has done. That is why Paul writes in . . . 
 
 Romans 8:1  “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus.” 
 
We can never experience the wrath of God, not because we are especially 
good people, but because we are in Christ Jesus. In fact, this is what separates 
all religions from Christianity. All religion says in some way, “what must I 
do?” Christianity says or should say, “What has Jesus done?” Just so we 
totally get it, Paul confirms what Jesus did for us . . . 
 
Vs. 10–11  Jesus, died for us! That is substitution. Jesus Christ died in our 
place for our sins. He took the punishment for us. He bore the wrath of God 
for us. He took our pain and suffering that we fully deserved. I just can’t see 
from the Scriptures why people doubt this or don’t like this. 
 
 Galatians 3:13  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us.” 
 
 1 Peter 2:24  “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 

might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed.” 

 
 2 Corinthians 5:21  “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
Illustration: The Power of the Cross 
• Oh, to see the dawn, of the darkest day; Christ on the road to Calvary. 

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then nailed to a cross of wood. 
• This, the power of the cross, Christ became sin for us; Took the blame, 

bore the wrath—We stand forgiven at the cross. 
• Oh, to see the pain, written on Your face, bearing the awesome weight of 
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sin. Every bitter thought, Every evil deed Crowning Your bloodstained 
brow.  

• Now the daylight flees; Now the ground beneath, Quakes as its Maker 
bows His head. Curtain torn in two, Dead are raised to life; "Finished!" 
the victory cry.  

• Oh, to see my name, Written in the wounds, For through Your suffering I 
am free. Death is crushed to death; Life is mine to live, Won through 
Your selfless love. 

 
Had Jesus not died for us, we too would be subject to God’s wrath, just like 
everyone else. Had Jesus not died for us, all of those things we read from 2 
Thessalonians 1 and all the other passages of Scriptures that speak of God’s 
wrath extending towards those who are against Him—they would all fall upon 
us. But here’s the good news 
 
Here’s the Authentic Encouragement—Jesus died in our place for our sins. 
When He died, He took the wrath of all those who will ever believe! And if 
this is true, we are now free to live with Him. Whether we are alive or dead, 
whether our kids are doing well in sports or poor; whether our jobs are going 
well or bad; whether we have lots of friends or none—we are free to live with 
Him. I can do no better than express it like this: 
 
“The gospel frees us from this pressure to perform, this slavish demand to 
‘become.’ The gospel liberatingly declares that in Christ ‘we already are.’ If 
you’re a Christian, here’s the good news: who you really are has nothing to 
do with you—how much you can accomplish, who you can become, your 
behavior (good or bad), your strengths, your weaknesses, your sordid past, 
your family background, your education, your looks, and so on. Your identity 
is firmly anchored in Christ’s accomplishment, not yours; his strength, not 
yours; his performance, not yours; his victory, not yours. Your identity is 
steadfastly established in his substitution, not in your sin . . . The gospel 
doesn’t just free you from what other people think about you; it frees you from 
what you think about yourself. You’re free!”1 
 
WE CAN FIND GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT IN LOOKING, LONGING, AND 
ANTICIPATING THE COMING OF JESUS. Why? Because it is the coming of 
our Savior! You see, looking back at the cross moves us to live today and to 
look forward to the future. 
 
Listen, I don’t know where you are at this morning. My guess is that some of 
you are so worried about the future because you have never come to a solid 
resolution of the past. Not your past, we all know that it looks bad. But the 
past of Jesus & the cross! Come to Him today and find true forgiveness and 
love that you have never experienced ever in your life. 
 

                                                
1 Tchividjian, Tullian. Jesus + Nothing = Everything. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011), 132–3. 



 8 

My guess is that some of you are walking with Jesus today and I want to build 
you up as vs. 11 says and point to you once again that Jesus died in your place 
for your sin. Therefore you do not / you will not experience the wrath of God. 
I can’t think of something else that is more encouraging that that, can you? 
 
My guess it hat some of you call yourselves Christian and your acting, your 
living like a Non-Christian in the way you think about different things in your 
life. Let me encourage you, if you are in Christ, you are not of the night but 
you belong to Christ. Live out of His love for you, not because you are trying 
to please Him—there’s nothing you can do to do that. But live for Him 
because He has loved you! 
 
Paul sees “the use of the great truths about the second coming, the day of the 
Lord, the character of Christians as sons of that Day and sons of the light, the 
necessity for watching, for understanding that God has called us not unto 
wrath but unto salvation, and this at the cost of the death of his Son, and the 
other matters to which he has been referring—all as a means of promoting 
growth.”2 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Morris, Leon. The First and Second Epistles To The Thessalonains. NICNT. (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1991), 162. 


