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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
November 13, 2011 

 
AUTHENTIC MINISTRY 08 

AUTHENTIC LOVE 
1 Thessalonians 4:9–12 

 
 1 Thessalonians 4:9–12 [open] 
 
This is a great week. I love this topic, no pun intended. This morning we get 
to talk about love for one another. We briefly talked about this issue a few 
weeks ago when Paul prayed in 1 Thessalonians 3:12 that they would 
“increase and abound in their love for one another and for all.” Now, this 
week, I want to take the hammer and drive this topic just a bit deeper into our 
hearts.  
 
One thing’s for sure, with all we have been talking about in regards to being 
authentic and having a real ministry, that will be impossible without genuine 
love for one another. That’s the main thing I want you to think about this 
morning, AN AUTHENTIC MINISTRY IS IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT GENUINE 
LOVE FOR EACH OTHER! 
 
We are in this study in the book of 1 Thessalonians. Last week, we dealt with 
the issue of holiness in general, sexual purity in specifics. Our holiness has to 
do with our relationship with God. It is a vertical relationship issue. Now, this 
week, we are dealing with our love for one another. This has to do with our 
relationship with other people, a horizontal issue. Let me tell you, I have tried 
to make this really practical & we have like 20+ points this morning, so we 
had better jump in. 
 
Vs. 9–10  Some people say that Paul is responding to a series of questions 
that he received from the people of Thessalonica, most likely from Timothy. 
Maybe they asked the question or maybe Paul just wants to point something 
out, but he starts by saying “as to your brotherly love.” The term Paul uses is 
philadelphia, which was a word that was used of family relationships.  
 
When you talked about loving your brother or sister or parent, you would 
have used this word, philadelphia to express it. This is a love that means 
fondness, it means you care about them. It means you like them. It means 
there will be acts of kindness that express your love to them. It means you are 
more than willing to be around them. Think of that person you just can’t miss 
being around, that’s philadelphia love. 
 
This word, philadelphia, was traditionally used of family relationships, but 
something happened in the early church that this term became used of the 
relationship between people in church. It was used of how you and I should 
respond to other Christians. That is the case because that is exactly what 
happens when someone is saved. They become part of another family.  
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 Luke 8:19–21  “Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they 

could not reach him because of the crowd. And he was told, ‘Your mother 
and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.’ But he 
answered them, ‘My mother and brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it.’” 

 
Jesus turned the concept of family relationships upon its head. Yes, you will 
always have your flesh and blood. Yes, you might always feel close to your 
brother and sister, but when you come to Christ in salvation, you are now part 
of another family. This means there should be that philadelphia sort of love 
for other Christians. The same type of feelings and affections you have for 
your brothers and sisters you should also have towards your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 
Illustration: The Church Is Our Family 
• I told you from the beginning of getting here, that since Monique and I 

were married, we have never lived closer than 4 hours to any family 
member. We have always sought to live with the attitude that our church 
is our family. 

• That is why it was hard to leave people in Kansas. We were not just 
leaving some friends or acquaintances. We were leaving our family. And 
now, we are here, adopted into this family. As well, as many of you. My 
prayer is that our church can become a family for people! 

 
Tertullian, an early church father, once quoted an unbeliever as saying: 
“Behold how these Christians love one another.” I want you to think about 
the context here, and the context in which Turtullian made that statement. 
When people live in fear for their lives because of persecution. When there is 
the very real chance that converting to Christianity means a complete 
abandonment of their family. When those things are present, there is no 
wonder why God has communicated to us that the church should be a family 
that sticks even close than blood!  
 
Often times, this word is set in contrast to the more popular word, agape, 
which is often defined as a love of sacrificial choice. I don’t think Paul’s point 
here is to separate the different types of love. I say that because at the end of 
the verse he says that God has taught them how to love (agape) one another. 
His point was not necessarily to give a distinction between these terms, but 
his point was to help remind them about how they treat other Christians.  
 
This love and sacrifice for other Christians should be a natural part of coming 
to Christ. Paul tells them that he doesn’t need to teach them how this should 
work. Why? Because they had been taught by God already that they should 
love one another. This could mean so many different things. I mean, think 
about it, how has God taught us how to love? 
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Well, we are taught to love by the Father’s Sending. Don’t we learn about 
God’s love for us when we read John 3:16, that it is His love for us that 
moved Him to send His one and only son? Don’t we learn sacrifice and giving 
from the Father in this way? 
 
But aren’t we also taught what it means to love one another when we think 
about Jesus Living & Dying. The fact that His life was not taken from Him, 
but that He laid it down shows us what it means to love one another. Christ 
lived for us and died for us while we were enemies of Him (Romans 5:8). 
 
 1 John 3:16  “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, 

and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.” 
 
Don’t we learn through the example of Jesus what it means to put others as 
more important than our life and sacrifice for them? Don’t we learn what it 
means to think more highly of the needs of others than our own needs through 
the life and death of Jesus? Of course. 
 
Those are good examples for us, but I don’t think that is what Paul has in 
mind here. When Paul says that they had been taught by God to love one 
another, what Paul has in mind is the Spirit’s Indwelling. Let’s understand the 
context: just the verse before this, Paul reminds them that God had given them 
His Spirit. In another place, we see Paul saying . . .  
 
 Romans 5:5  “and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 

has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us.” 

 
You see, when we believe the gospel and come to God through Christ through 
faith, the Spirit of God is given to us to come into our lives and dwell within 
us. We have the Holy Spirit in our life. And the Spirit of God will lead and 
prod and move you to love one another. When you listen to the Spirit and 
walk by the Spirit, you are being taught how to love one another. After all, 
when we get to Galatians 5 & the fruit of the Spirit, what comes first? Love! 
 
Now, I just want to be clear; I am not saying you should lay in bed and wait 
for some audible voice. What I am saying is that when you are going through 
your day and someone comes to your mind, maybe some issue going on in 
their life pops in your head; that is from the Holy Spirit. And you should act 
upon that thought.  
 
And apparently, the church of Thessalonica had been acting upon it. Paul 
acknowledges that they had indeed loved all the brothers all throughout 
Macedonia. This was probably a report that came back from Timothy. I can 
just picture it as Timothy arrived and Paul asked how they were doing,  
 
“Paul, you should see how they sacrifice and serve each other. In fact, there 
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were some people who came through their town from Philippi and needed a 
place to stay and they opened their homes. And then one time, there were 
some people from Berea that needed some help with their businesses and 
some of the people of Thessalonica gave their time and effort and even some 
of their own money to help them.” 
 
While they rejoiced in this, Paul says, “keep going, do this more and more.” 
We must never be satisfied with our love for one another. We must never 
think that we have arrived in our love for each other. There will always be 
room for our church to grow in this matter. So, let’s get specific. 
 
Illustration: Lady Visited Last Week 
• I met a lady last week that doesn’t really live close to here, but was 

visiting with a friend. As we talked afterward, she told me some of her 
story. She is part of a church plant that meets on Saturday nights, so she 
goes to many different churches on Sunday mornings to see what is going 
on. 

• She told me, she was shocked last Sunday at how kind and friendly 
people were at our church. She told me that our church is the friendliest 
church she has been to in the Cleveland area. I was really proud (not in a 
sinful way) to be your pastor in that minute. 

 
Now, what do we do with that? Do we sit here and pat ourselves on the back 
and say, “wow, we are so friendly. We are awesome. People would be really 
blessed to be part of our church. She was lucky she was able to meet us.” 
Okay, somewhat of an exaggeration. But you get the point. Are we content 
with that one statement? 
 
Maybe we shouldn’t be content because some of you are sitting out there 
thinking, “That’s not been my experience. Nobody’s talked to me. I have not 
been asked to anyone’s home.” There is always room to grow, trust me! Every 
church I have ever been in, some people think it’s the friendliest church and 
some think it is the coldest place on earth. Here’s another example for you: 
 
Illustration: Thanksgiving Meals 
• Last week, we gave you an opportunity to show love to those in our 

community that might be struggling financially and provide for them 
some food for Thanksgiving. I couldn’t believe it, all 20 families were 
spoken for last week. All gone in one week.  

• So, now what? Do we treat that like we have checked that off of our 
dutiful list and we are done? Well, look at how special we are. Or are 
there some ways we can still excel and do more and more? (btw – our 
Christmas project is right around the corner). 

 
How can we keep going? How can we show love more and more to others? 
Let’s get practical. I am sure if you sat down and thought for some time, you 
could add to this list, but let me throw a whole bunch of ideas your way. Here 
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are some PRACTICAL WAYS TO SHOW SOMEONE YOU LOVE THEM. 
 
1. Send an encouragement card 
 
Actually, go to the store, but a card, write out some good thoughtful words in 
it, buy a stamp, and mail it. There is something that makes people feel special 
when they get something in the mail. Remember mail? 
 
2. Invite them for dinner to your house 
 
Look at your calendar and plan a time to have someone over to your house. 
Cook dinner for them or just go get some $5 pizza down at Georgio’s. It isn’t 
about what you eat or how clean your house is, it is about the point of 
spending some time with each other. I will always overemphasize this in my 
ministry. Your house can and should be a great place of ministry and a place 
where you can show someone you care about them. 
 
3. Take them a dinner 
 
Maybe someone is on your heart and you just want to provide something for 
them. Maybe they have been in the hospital or just having some issues, take 
them a meal. We have some wonderful ladies that help with this at our 
church. Talk to Christine Belliveau, who helps organize meals for people at 
our church. Get involved. And maybe when you deliver your meal, add one of 
those cards to the meal. 
 
4. Help someone move 
 
This can be a great way to show love to someone, to help them lift a piano 
they can’t carry on their own. To help them get settled into a home. By the 
way, did I mention we closed on our house this past week?  
 
5. Confront their sin 
 
Here is one that we don’t really think about as often, but did you know that it 
can be very loving to point out some sin or blind spots in people. Would you 
ever let your children play kickball on 322? Of course not. Why? Because you 
know the danger that might come with that. In the same way, maybe you see 
the coming danger in someone’s life and you are trying to help them avoid the 
dangers and pitfalls that sin can bring upon them. 
 
But remember, God has not called you to be the hall monitor. You don’t want 
to be known as this one. God has not given you the gift of confrontation. This 
one is essential in the life of the church. But it must come with all the rest of 
these examples. 
 
Listen, if you notice something in someone’s life that is contrary to the things 
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of Christ and you don’t point it out to them, you don’t love them. You love 
the thought of your relationship with them more than you do their relationship 
with Jesus. Of course, do it with gentleness as Paul says in Galatians 6:1. But 
you need to do it, point them back to Christ. 
 
6. Pray for them 
 
Just you and God, are you praying for other people as we talked about a few 
weeks ago? One of the most loving things you can do for someone is to 
continually bring their needs to the One who can meet all of them. 
 
7. Follow-up with their prayer requests 
 
This shows that you do care for them. When you read an email follow up with 
them a few days later. Next time you see them, ask them how that issue is 
going in their life. What this does is to show the person that you care for them 
and that you have been praying for them. 
 
8. Open up your life to them 
 
We mentioned this a couple weeks ago and I think it struck a chord with many 
of you, for I have heard so much about it. Be real! You will love others when 
your real with them & not pretending. Don’t be scared to share with them 
things that are going on in your life. Ask them to pray for you on specific 
issues in your life. It shows them that they are needed in your life as much as 
you are needed in theirs. When you do that, you are in a way, giving them a 
piece of your life and telling them that you love them so much that you are 
willing to entrust to them your life. 
 
James 5:16 says that we should confess our sins to one another. What do you 
think that communicates when we do that to that person? It says that they are 
so important to you that you need them in your life. 
 
9. Genuinely listen to them 
 
Ask someone to go out for coffee sometime and just listen to them. God has 
given you two ears and one mouth for a reason. Maybe we need to listen 
twice as much as we talk. Don’t talk when they are talking. I would challenge 
you to think about your conversations this past week, how often was it talking 
about you vs. listening to them. Be someone they can open up to. 
 
I have had some very interesting lunches with people in the past (hasn’t 
happened here yet), and they invite you to lunch and everything at lunch is 
about their life. You know the person, the one that can have an entire 
conversation by themselves. If that is you, that doesn’t show the other person 
that you care about them at all. It shows them that you care about yourself. 
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10. Ask them questions about their life 
 
This is one way you can listen. Ask them pointed questions about their life. 
Take a genuine interest. And don’t ask them questions you want them to ask 
you back. And don’t ask them questions that you have a good story to tell. 
Take time and focus just on them. Don’t be so quick at answering all their 
questions, spend some time asking more questions to dig deep and really get 
to know the person. 
 
11. Send an encouraging text message or email 
 
Maybe you do not know what a stamp is, but you know how to send emails or 
text messages. It is a quick way throughout the day to let them know you are 
thinking about them and that you care for them. Redeem your use of 
technology. 
 
12. Call them to see how they are doing 
 
This might be radical, but actually use your voice to see how someone is 
doing. Give them a call, not because you need something, but simply because 
you wanted to see how they were doing. 
 
13. Watch their kids for free so they can get a night away 
 
Offer to watch someone’s kids so that the parents can get some time alone. Or 
maybe for someone that is a single parent, this might be a great opportunity to 
give them some time by themselves, which they might not ever have. Those 
of you who are older and kids are out of the house, please think back to what 
it would have meant to you if someone would have volunteered to watch your 
kids so you could have some free time, for free. 
 
14. Help with a project around their house 
 
Maybe you have an expertise they don’t. Maybe you can offer a hand at 
something they are doing. Maybe as Galatians 5:13 says, you can “through 
love, serve one another.” 
 
Or maybe it’s not around the house. Maybe you know how to change the oil 
in their car and they don’t. Maybe you can help them plow their driveway. 
Maybe your family is just going to go to someone’s house who is older and 
rake their leaves. Look for ways to serve others and show them love. 
 
15. Greet them kindly 
 
In the Biblical times, they would greet one another with a holy kiss. That’s 
great for them, but maybe in our culture it is a friendly handshake. Maybe you 
can express how much you care for someone by giving them a hug. Maybe 
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it’s a fistbump. Or maybe, it is just saying hi and actually meaning it when 
you say, “how are you?” 
 
Maybe it is looking around church and greeting others with a smile on your 
face. And you won’t know everyone, but that’s okay. Put yourself out there 
and introduce yourself. Think about every Sunday being a family reunion, 
what would you do there? 
 
16. Speak Scripture to them 
 
Tell them what you have been studying in the Bible and how it has impacted 
you. Just another way to open up your life and let them inside of who you are 
as a person. As well, encourage them with texts of Scripture. When they are 
hurting, open up the Bible and give them advice from the One who knows 
them the best. 
 
17. Send them an anonymous gift 
 
Maybe you hear that someone needs something and you send them something 
without them knowing you did it. This is, in fact, one way to give without 
expecting anything in return. It helps to purify your motives. And it can be a 
blessing to others. 
 
18. Tell them you care for them 
 
Speak words. Say you appreciate their friendship. Tell them you love them. 
Use spoken words to express to them how much they mean to you. One thing 
that has greatly blessed me since I moved from Kansas is to talk to friends on 
the phone. I remember one time a friend said, “it was really good to hear your 
voice.” One time a guy said, “I miss your friendship, bro.” 
 
19. Think highly of them. 
 
Romans 12:10 says that we should give preference to one another in honor. 
We are told in Romans 15:7 to accept one another. Let them know there is 
nothing in them that is going to influence what you think of them. You love 
them. You care for them. Look past the externals, look to the internals. See 
them as God sees them. 
 
Let me just use this as an opportunity to gently rebuke some of you. Several 
weeks ago, we had four people baptized. Including kids, there might be 250 
people in our church, or slightly more. Can I just tell you that I was 
disappointed that if you took the extended family away, there might have been 
only about 60 of you there for that? I heard from someone that went that they 
were talking to someone who didn’t even think about going. 
 
Church Family – Family! If you are part of CBC, you shouldn’t want to ever 
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miss that kind of stuff. You are family. We wouldn’t want to miss something 
big like that in your life and you shouldn’t want to miss something like that in 
their life. I understand that things might have been going on that kept you 
from coming back. If you wanted to come, but just couldn’t, ignore that last 
statement. But if you didn’t want to come, I think you have a problem with 
your family. Come on now! 
 
20. Forgive them when they hurt you 
 
Colossians 3:13 says that we should forgive one another as the Lord has 
forgiven us. One of the greatest ways we can show that we care for other 
people and really love them is to never harbor any hurt feelings or bitterness 
against them. Never hold onto something they have done or something they 
have said . Forgive them, even if they never ask! 
 
I think you get the point. We could keep going on and on. I hope that was 
helpful in some way, but there are many different ways you can show you 
love other Christians. Let me summarize all of these things with this: 
 
Philippians 2:4 says that we should not look to our own interests, but to the 
interests of others. That would mean that when we come to making decisions 
in life, are we influenced by philadelphia or are we influenced by our own 
personal desires? For instance, if you are put in the position between going 
golfing or something you enjoy to do and helping someone cut down a tree, 
what will you choose to do? 
 
Do you remember last week that we said Paul’s main point was holiness, but 
the specific example was sexual purity? Now, this week, his main point is 
loving one another, but he does go on and give a specific example. Briefly,  
 
Vs. 11–12  If you have the NIV, it reads like this is a new section. 
However, there is a conjunction in the original. It should read, “we urge you 
to do this more and more AND to make it your ambition in life to . . . ” 
 
There were three things that Paul tells them to do, things that might seem 
strange to us at first. First, he tells them to live quietly. That is peaceful. That 
is restful, really the opposite of fanatical excitement. Paul is not saying they 
should be less exuberant about their faith or Jesus, but they needed to be less 
frantic. 
 
Next, he tells them to keep to their own affairs. This was Paul’s way of 
saying, “mind your own business.” This is a warning against meddling in 
someone’s life that has not invited you in to meddle. Or to say it another way, 
Paul is warning against someone being nosy and concerned about how 
someone else operates their life, all the while neglecting their own life.  
 
Paul is not saying you shouldn’t meddle when you see some sin issues or even 
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legal issues as we have seen this past week with Penn State. Paul is not 
saying, if you see something happening to kids, turn your back, that’s not 
your business. No, he is talking about busybodies, those people who are so 
concerned about everyone else’s life when they should be concerned about 
their own. 
 
Last, Paul tells them to work with their hands. This was his way to tell them 
to be involved in a building project.  Okay, not really. What he is saying is 
that you need to be a hard worker. Paul is telling them to get busy working in 
their jobs. 
 
Why is he saying these things? Well, there are many different views on this, 
but I think the most obvious view in the context of what we will deal with the 
next couple of weeks, is that they had developed an obsessive view of the 
return of Jesus. 
 
I think we can speculate from the context that there were some who were so 
excited about the gospel and in so love with Jesus and longed for His return so 
much that they had literally stopped living life. They had read one too many 
Left Behind books! Maybe they so longed and thought that Jesus was going to 
come at any moment, which is true, but maybe that thought moved them to 
think, “Why have a job?” 
 
Maybe they quit their jobs and were running around the city telling other 
people to do so as well or meddling into the financial situations of other 
people. Maybe they were so passionate about Jesus and the gospel that they 
stopped working in order to only preach Jesus and the gospel. Whatever it 
was for them, they had in some way become somewhat fanatical. 
 
Also, don’t forget the culture in which they lived. The people in Thessalonica 
really didn’t like the Christians. And in the way they were living, maybe they 
were provoking people. And Paul says, here is one way you can really love 
others. Play your part. Live a calm life. Keep your nose where it should be. 
Work hard in your occupation.  
 
And the reason? Well, Paul says in vs. 12 that living life like he describes in 
vs. 11 will prove a proper walk before outsiders. Living a life of honor and 
hard work so that those outside the church recognize you and never accuse 
you of being lazy. But also, he says it so that they would not be dependent 
upon anyone. 
 
Let me say it like this: The church should always be there to help others. But 
you as the individual should never assume and live your life carelessly 
expecting others to help you. Paul is calling those who purposefully didn’t 
work, expecting the church to take care of them, to get back to work and stop 
giving the church a reputation of laziness. That would not be loving.  
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Conclusion: A Negative Example of Love 
• This past week I came across a letter that was written from a woman to a 

man she had just broken off an engagement with. Listen to these words 
and tell me if they don’t sound like our love much of the time 

o Dearest Jimmy, 
o No words could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since 

breaking our engagement. Please say you’ll take me back. No one 
could ever take your place in my heart, so please forgive me. I 
love you, I love you, I love you! 

o Yours forever, Marie 
o P.S., And congratulations on winning the state lottery. 

• You get the point. Love, brotherly love, family love for each other does 
not come with strings attached. It is following the path of Jesus, fully and 
totally giving yourself up for the benefit of the other person. May we love 
like that! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


