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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
September 11, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 20 

A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE 
Matthew 7:24–29 

 
 Matthew 7:24–29 [open & read] 
 
Introduction: Jonathan Edwards Famous Sermon 
• In June 1741, Jonathan Edwards preached to his church in Northampton, 

Massachusetts, what has become widely known as the most famous 
sermon ever preached in America. Do you know what it is? Of course, it 
is “Sinner’s in the Hands of an Angry God.” Yet on this normal Sunday 
morning, the listeners left church lethargic and unaffected. It is recorded 
that they left church talking about whether the sun would hold up for the 
haying season. 

• That’s probably not the story you have heard about this sermon. It was 
only a month later at a conference in Enfield, Connecticut that Edwards, 
when the speaker did not show up, reached into his saddlebag and 
grabbed this sermon, that it became famous. As he preached, “people 
yelled and shrieked, they rolled in the aisles, the crowded up into the 
pulpit can begged him to stop.” 

 
What has always convicted me about this story is how many times people 
leave church more like those people in Northampton instead of those in 
Enfield. In fact, Jesus is very concerned with how you listen to the words of 
preaching. Did you know that? He is so concerned that he tells a story to 
make a very vivid point at the end of His Sermon on the Mount.  
 
His point is this: THE ONLY APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THE WORDS OF 
JESUS BY THE FOLLOWER OF JESUS IS OBEDIENCE! 
 
In fact, our greatest danger this morning is familiarity. “Oh, I know the story 
of the wise & foolish builder.” “Oh, I have heard this one before.” This is 
such a well-known story that it can become a detriment to what the Lord 
wants to say to you this morning.  
 
It is no accident that this is the conclusion of everything that He has been 
saying throughout this sermon. And this sermon is one of the greatest ever 
preached. We have exhausted, at length, the purpose of this sermon. Jesus 
wants to reorient the hearts of His followers by telling them that their views of 
the Kingdom are not quite correct. He doesn’t just want them for some time in 
the future, He wants them now! He wants their hearts. 
 
In the sermon, Jesus takes the law and expands it from the external to the 
internal. He deals with the hearts of His people. The last couple weeks, we 
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have seen how Jesus gets towards the end and says there are only two teams 
you can play on in this life. His team or the other team.  
 
Vs. 13–14  Jesus says there are only 2 gates, 2 roads, and 2 destinations 
Vs. 15–23  Jesus says that there are only 2 trees, 2 types of fruit, and 2 
destinations. 
 
And then He gets to our passage in vs. 24 and says “Therefore.” This is 
important to make a clear distinction here. Jesus had just said that there will 
be many on that day say to Him, “Lord, Lord, look at what we have done” and 
Jesus will say depart from Me. But do you notice in vs. 21 who it is that gets 
into the kingdom? It is “he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven 
will enter.” 
 
And then immediately goes into a parable about some wise guy and some 
foolish guy and the only distinction between these two fellows is that one of 
them “hears the words and acts on them…” Does this mean that Jesus is 
teaching some sort of works-based salvation? Of course not. He continually 
throughout the Sermon on the Mount has said that a person would have to be 
perfect, that they would have to be as perfect as the Father is in heaven. 
 
So what is He saying?  Taking the sermon at a whole, what Jesus is saying is 
that there is a clear marking of those people who hear His words and then 
respond to them; they are truly the followers of Christ. Or I might say it like 
this: THE ONLY APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THE WORDS OF JESUS BY 
THE FOLLOWER OF JESUS IS OBEDIENCE! 
 
Let me say one thing at the beginning, what does Jesus mean by when He 
says, “hears these words of mine?” Specifically He is saying the Sermon on 
the Mount, but generally it could be a reference to anything in the Scriptures. 
They are from Him ultimately. 
 
John Stott is famous for saying that God still speaks by that which He has 
spoken, that through the Words of the Scriptures, God still speaks. When the 
Word of God is preached, and when the preacher is faithful to explaining it to 
people, it is just as if God were speaking to those people (for more 
information, buy my book on how to listen to preaching). 
 
This is His conclusion, His final appeal, are you going to obey and listen and 
be different based upon what you hear in my sermon or are is my message 
going to have no impact on you at all? How does the message of Jesus impact 
your life? From this, let me give you THREE WORDS OF ADVICE AS TO 
HOW WE SHOULD RESPOND TO THE WORDS OF JESUS. 
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1. OBEYING THE WORDS OF JESUS WILL NOT BE EASY! 
 
This story of these two men can be summarized by one man who was hasty & 
lazy and one that was thoughtful & hard working. There is one man who 
builds a house that is on the rock and another man who builds a house but it is 
on the sand. You know the story; I do not want to spend too much time 
talking about the story itself, but to see the spiritual comparison that Jesus is 
making.   
 
The wise man—he builds his house on the rock and when the rains and wind 
and storms come it stands firm. 
 
The foolish man—he builds his house on the sand and when the rains and 
wind and storms come, it crumbles. Why? Because there was no foundation. 
He had built his house upon shallow ground.   
 
The point is that the building of the foundation is really the only difference 
between these two guys. It is the presumably the same house (they probably 
had the same architect, it is a spec home). They presumably are building in 
the same area, for they are hit by the same storm. 
 
These Jews would have understood this sort of building and this sort of 
situation in which to build. It was not uncommon in their climate to be dry 
and deserted during the dry season, but the wet season could come on in a 
flash and when the storms would suddenly arise, it would create flash floods. 
 
Illustration: Fast Building Storms in Kansas 
• One thing I miss about Kansas are the thunderstorms. You can look into 

the distance and see these thunderheads building and moving quickly and 
then you get hammered. 

 
For these two builders, the storm is going to come. And when it comes, the 
only thing that matters for their house is what they built the house upon. The 
foundation means everything. 
 
At this point, many commentators speculate on what the rain, floods, and 
winds mean, and there are many different speculations. Some say things like 
this: Rain = God’s judgment, flood = world’s temptations, wind = Satan. But 
honestly, that is just mere speculation. It is probably best to just see the storm 
as that which puts the building to the ultimate test. What’s that? It is death and 
final judgment. I mean, that has been Jesus’ point throughout the entire 
sermon, “How can you get into the Kingdom.”  
 
 Ecclesiastes 12:14  “For God will bring every act to judgment, 

everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.” 
 



 4 

“Whether your religion be true or false, it will be tried; whether it be chaff or 
wheat the fan of the Great Winnower will surely be brought into operation 
upon all that lies on the threshing floor.” (Charles Spurgeon) 
 
The wise man worked really hard because he knew that the dry season was 
not going to last forever so he had to work hard during the dry season in 
preparation for the wet season. He worked hard up front to ensure that the 
there would be long-lasting results. Sometimes the response to the Words of 
Jesus need to be so carefully thought-out because you are looking for real life 
change, not a quick fix. And once it is thought out, it is going to take some 
real effort to apply it to your life. 
 
Look, I am looking for long-term change here in your life. Not quick-
unthoughtful changes. Do you remember the story that Jesus tells of the sower 
and the soils? He said that some of the seed falls on the rocky place; do you 
remember what that was?  
 
 Matthew 13:20–21  “The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky 

places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and 
when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he 
falls away.” 

 
In responding the words of Jesus, we do not want quick results, we want long-
lasting results. Sure, we want to deal with the sins and issues in our life as 
soon as we can, but we want to deal with them so that they are continually 
dealt with. Sometimes deep-rooted sins and issues of life are going to be hard 
to be dealt with in a minute, in a day, in a week. Repentance can and should 
happen instantly, but showing the fruit of repentance can take a long time.   
 
Let me go a step further, in Luke 6, the correlating passage of the two 
builders, Luke records it like this, 
 
 Luke 6:47–49  “4Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and 

acts on them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a 
house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood 
occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, 
because it had been well built. But the one who has heard and has not 
acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without 
any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it 
collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.” 

 
The wise man had to work hard in order to build his house; the foolish man 
did not work hard at all. It was easy for him. He was comfortable with 
shallow responses to the Lord’s words. Let me give you two illustrations to 
prove the point.  
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Illustration: What if we built our building without footers? 
• It will cost more money, it will take longer, but to not put in a foundation 

is foolish. Right? 
 
Illustration:  Digging hole for basketball goal (3’ by 3’) 
 
When it comes to the message of Jesus, it is going to take some hard work on 
our part because His message is not easy. I am sure this guy measured, re-
measured, had to run to Home Depot several times. It took lots of work. This 
is difficult. A.W. Pink has said it like this,  
 
“Among the sayings of Christ are some peculiarly distasteful to flesh and 
blood, yea, at direct variance with the inclinations of fallen human nature. To 
pluck out right eyes and cut off right hands, to love our enemies, bless them 
which curse us, do good to them that hate us, and pray for them which 
despitefully use and persecute us, is not so simple as it may sound—see, then, 
the appropriateness of our Lord’s similitude of digging deep when portraying 
such tasks. To distribute our alms and perform our devotions in secret, to 
expressly ask the Father to forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—
being told that if we forgive not neither shall we be forgiven—to take no 
anxious thought for the morrow but to have a heart freed from carking care, 
to have such confidence in the providential bounty of God that we trustfully 
count upon Him supplying our every need, are duties which will tax our 
abilities to the utmost. True, but we shall not be the losers by practicing such 
precepts.”1 
 
So, in listening to the sermon of Jesus, it is going to take some thoughtful 
responses. It is going to take work. It is not going to be easy. Later on, Jesus is 
going to tell them, 
 
 Luke 14:28–31  “For which one of you, when he wants to build a 

tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has 
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 
not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, 'This 
man began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, when he sets 
out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider 
whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one 
coming against him with twenty thousand?” 

 
As you respond to His Words, count the cost! Let’s get practical for a minute 
with that. That means that if you walk out of church from listening to the 
preaching of God’s Word and dismiss it, forget about it, not think deeply 
about it, you are missing the point.   
 

                                                
1 Pink, A.W.  An Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount.  (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1994), 430. 
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One of the reasons why I am making study guides available for the Home 
Fellowships and for you individually is so that you will leave the message and 
go home and work hard at applying the Bible to your life. So, message #1 for 
you is this: Obeying the Words of Jesus will not be easy. 
 
2. OBEYING THE WORDS OF JESUS CANNOT BE DONE ALONE! 
 
What does it mean that the wise man built his house upon the Rock? The 
concept of this building is to be a metaphor for living. It is meant to be a 
metaphor for living one’s life. This means that every ambition, every thought, 
every word, and every deed; all components of his life are under the call of 
the voice of Jesus.   
 
Hearing the words of Jesus and acting on them is equivalent to building the 
house upon the rock. So, what’s the Rock? The children’s song goes like this, 
 

The wise man built his house upon the rock (3x) and the rains came a 
tumbling down. The rains came down and the floods came up (3x) 
and the house on the rock stood firm. 

 
So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ (3x) and the blessings will 
come down. The blessings will come down as your prayers go up (3x), 
so build your house upon the Lord. 

 
Let me just rock your little Sunday school world for a second: I really don’t 
like that song. Here is why. We teach our kids that we are to build our life 
upon the rock, which we say is Jesus. Well, not so fast! I mean, yes, our lives 
are to be centered in Jesus in all things. But is the rock here in this passage 
equal to Jesus? 
 
Specifically, the rock is a reference to living a life that obeys the words of 
Jesus. It is meant to be living a life that obeys the truth that it hears from the 
Bible. It is what Jesus’ half-brother, James says in being a doer of the word 
and not just a hearer of the word.   
 
So, what’s the point Thad? The point is this, the proper response to the words 
of Jesus is the life that obeys His Words and trusts Him to take care of what 
happens. It is not a response in your self-righteousness! It is a response to 
what Jesus would have you do because He knows better than you do. It is not 
trusting your own efforts, but trusting Him in all things.   
 
The foolish man does not dig at all, he might claim to be a follower of Jesus, 
but there is no dependence in him to Jesus. Depending upon the words of 
Jesus means nothing to Him. It is merely show. It is just to build up of their 
self-righteous religion. 
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The foolish man walks out of church saying, “I can do this myself. I don’t 
need any help from anyone. Especially, I do not need to trust in some guy 
who lived a couple thousand years ago.” It is someone who tries to change 
their life morally without the help of Jesus changing them from the inside out. 
 
It is the life of the individual who doesn’t entrust himself to the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit to help with the life change that needs to take place in his life. 
Listen, you will never respond in obedience to the truth of the Scriptures 
without a total dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 
 
Obeying the words of Jesus will not be easy and cannot be done alone. 
 
3. OBEYING THE WORDS OF JESUS IS MORE THAN WORDS 
 
Go down to the end of the sermon, what happens according to vs. 28–29? The 
people leave there amazed at His teaching. It has the idea of being 
dumfounded or astonished. Literally it reads, “struck out of their senses.” 
These people walked away from the sermon by Jesus really thinking about 
what He had said and what it meant. 
 
The words of Jesus were so different from anything they had heard before, it 
was so powerful, it was so convicting, it was so influential, it was different 
that they knew something must be going on with His teaching. And of course, 
the God of Truth being manifested before them, of course His teaching is 
going to be fairly good. He was the best teacher there has ever been. But what 
was it that made them in awe? 
 
They were in awe because Jesus spoke in ways that their scribes had never 
spoken. The scribes taught out of their traditions; Jesus taught out of the truth 
of God. Jesus did not just deal with external issues; he dealt with their heart. 
He talked about the real things of hatred, lust, and worry while the scribes 
talked about tithing their spices (Matt. 23:23). 
 
Jesus really cared for the people. The scribes of the day were in it for 
themselves. They were more concerned about religion than people. The 
people were ultimately in awe of the teaching of Jesus because he taught with 
authority. 
 
They were awestruck with how great of a preacher he was. I have this image 
of Jesus in my mind after He prays at the end of the Sermon on the Mount of 
going down to the bottom of the hill and greeting everyone as they leave (I 
know it did not happen, but play the scenario with me).   
 
On the way out, they continually tell Him that He is the best preacher that 
they have heard. They say that He is much better than the other preachers in 
town. They tell Him that they will be back next Sunday (or Saturday for 
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them). They tell Him that they love it on the Sundays He preaches. They love 
Him as a communicator and as a preacher. He is their favorite preacher. 
 
But, ready for this? Nowhere does it say anything about them acting on the 
sermon that they heard. They were just warned that they needed to respond to 
the sermon and we are not told of anything that they did. 
 
You see, it is one thing to be in awe of Jesus, His person, His works, His 
words and quite another to be obedient to them. Or we could say it like this: It 
is one thing to be in awe of a sermon, a text of Scripture, a message, and quite 
another thing to “act on it.” 
 
We do not know exactly what happened to these people, but it was not long 
after this that many were struggling with His calling upon their life to be their 
master and Lord (Matt. 8:18–34). 
 
“The text does not say that any who heard him then believed in his doctrine or 
committed themselves to him. I am sure some did. Some do today. But sadly, 
in our hectic, more sophisticated century, it is even more possible to do what 
the majority must have done in that day: let the hour of salvation pass by.”2 
 
How many times have you ever walked out of a sermon or small group Bible 
study and said that it was a wonderful sermon, it was a wonderful lesson, it 
was totally enthralling—but nothing ever really changed in your life. Soon, 
you forget even what the preacher talked about. 
 
That is what the foolish builder did! That is what the forgetful hearer does in 
James 1—hears it, maybe even says it was awesome, and then leaves and does 
nothing about it. Listen, good intentions will not do at this point. Hell is filled 
with people with good intentions. 
 
It does not mean that we pick and choose what to obey from the sermon, but 
that we are quick to obey and follow all that we possibly can. Can you 
imagine the person who struggles with anger hearing this sermon that Jesus 
preached? He hears the section in chapter 5 on lust and says, “I can do that.” 
He hears the section on worry and says, “I can do that.” But the one that he 
needs to do is to listen to the instruction on anger and murder. That would be 
just lip service and not actually obeying Jesus.  
 
 “There are tens of thousands to whom the preaching of the gospel is as music 
in the ears of a corpse. They shut their ears and will not hear, though the 
testimony be concerning God’s own son, and life eternal, and the way to 
escape from everlasting wrath . . . To what, when, are these men like? They 
may fitly be compared to the man who built no house whatever, and remained 
homeless by day and shelterless by night . . . They neglect the housing of their 
souls, and when the hurricane of almighty wrath shall break forth in the 
                                                
2 Boice, Gospel of Matthew, 117. 
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world to come they will have no place of refuge. In vain will they call upon 
the rocks to fall upon them, and the mountains to cover them. They shall be in 
that day without a shelter from the righteous wrath of the Most High.” 
(Charles Spurgeon) 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 


