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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
September 4, 2011 

 
ONE GOOD BIOGRAPHY 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
 1 Timothy 1:12–17 [open & read] 
 
Introduction: Top Biographies of all time 
• Have you ever read a biography? I have to be honest, until about the past 

year, biographies were never part of my reading list. Sure, I have read 
some in the past, but never really enjoyed them. Until recently: 

o John Knox—Scottish Reformer who was known for his 
preaching and prayerful heart for Scotland. He once said, 
“Give me Scotland or I will die!” 

o Jaycee Dugard—young girl who was kidnapped at age 11 and 
help captive for 18 years. It was a heartbreaking story. 

o Louis Zamperini—world class sprinter who was drafted in 
WW2, plane shot down in South Pacific, drifted for over 40 
days on a raft, captured by Japanese and held in POW camp 
for several years. 

o Ian Cron—writer who grew up with an alcoholic father who 
was in the CIA 

• And even if biographies are not a draw for you, they are to lots of people. 
Back in 2006, there was over 431 million dollars of revenue generated 
from biographical books. In that same year, there were almost 6,000 new 
biographies published. When I read that stat, I wondered, “Are there 
really that many interesting people?” 

• A little search on the internet and you can find that you can read the 
biography of everyone from: 

o Princess Diane to Bear Grylls 
o Bill Gaither to Kurt Cobain to Nat King Cole 

 
Why is there such a market for biographies? It is because they tell the story of 
someone’s life and often times there is something in the story that we can 
emulate with, we can feel what they felt. It connects with our life. 
 
The Bible has similar stories. As you study the Scriptures, there are many 
occasions where people tell their life story. There are people that we can trace 
their travels and their life. One such person is the Apostle Paul. His testimony 
and story of life is well documented. He talks about aspects of his life in 
almost every one of his books to some degree or another. But there is one 
place, our text this morning, in which Paul gives us a very vivid description of 
what his biography might look like. 
 
If I were to outline Paul’s biography based upon this section of Scripture, it 
would contain Four Chapters. And what’s interesting is that I think we can all 
see from these chapters’ parts of our life as well. 
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CHAPTER 1: THE WORST PART, A LIFE OF SIN 
 
Paul says in vs. 12 that he was thankful that the Lord had put him into service 
despite his previous life. In vs. 13, he talks about his previous life. And his 
life before Jesus represents one very familiar part to all of our stories. His life 
before Jesus was a life of sin! And he specifically names some of them: 
 
Blasphemer—This is evil that is done with the tongue, speaking specifically 
derogatory comments toward God. Probably for Paul, it was specifically 
directed toward Jesus. He hated Jesus. He was trying to the best of his ability 
to squash the revolution of Jesus. He probably mocked Him and in so doing 
was blaspheming God. 
 
This is not only the guy who hits his thumb with a hammer and uses the name 
of Jesus or God or Lord or Christ in a non-honoring way, but it is also the 
person who defames the name of God because of hatred of Him. It is the 
person who mocks the God of the Bible. It is the person who says, ‘if there is 
really a God, He can strike me down right now’ and nothing happens. That’s 
blasphemy! 
 
Paul says, “I was that guy.’ I was the guy who mocked God. I was the guy 
who mocked Jesus. I was the guy who spit in the face of Christ. I was the one 
who blasphemed. Some of you were that guy! Some of you might be that guy! 
 
Persecutor—Paul confesses that he was a murderer. In fact, he was the leader 
of the murderers that had been taking place in Jerusalem. He was the one that 
probably oversaw the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7. And it was this death of 
Stephen that caused an all-out pursuit of persecution of Christians by Paul 
(then was called Saul). 
 
 Acts 8:1–3  “Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. 

And on that day a great persecution began against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. Some devout men buried Stephen, and 
made loud lamentation over him. But Saul began ravaging the church, 
entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would 
put them in prison.” 

 
Can you imagine this? Here is your resume before Christ. Ready? I killed 
people. And not just any people, those people who loved Jesus and the only 
reason why I killed them or threw them into prison was because they loved 
Jesus. I hated Christ. I despised what he stood for. I was willing to do 
anything I could in order to suppress the following of Jesus Christ. So much 
so that I even planned a week’s journey in order to go to Damascus to 
persecute more and more people. 
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Violent Aggressor—he was violent in his persecutions. He was a very angry 
man. All three of these issues are best summed up in Paul’s own words in . . . 
 
 Acts 26:9–11  “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many 

things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this is just what I did 
in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having 
received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being 
put to death I cast my vote against them. And as I punished them often in 
all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being 
furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities.” 

 
That’s Paul’s worst chapter. How does your chapter read? What were (or 
maybe are) your issues? Pride? Arrogance? Adultery? Sexual issues? 
Stealing? Violence? What does your 1st chapter look like? Anger? Rebellious? 
Liar? Ungodly? 
 
This is, no doubt, the most difficult chapter for anyone to ever write. It is so 
hard because most people do not want to deal with the issue of their sin. It is 
so hard to look directly into the mirror of your own sin and name them. 
Specifically. We usually want to deal with generalities, but that often keeps us 
from dealing with the real issues. 
 
One illustration of this is the story back in the OT when the nation of Israel 
was entering the Promised Land and they defeat the big, bad Jericho. Then 
they go to the little, bitty city of Ai and they were defeated horribly. Why? 
Because there was sin in their camp and the Lord did not bless them. Joshua, 
the leader at that time, seeks the Lord and the Lord leads him to a man by the 
name of Achan. Achan had taken some things from Jericho, a direct 
disobedience from what God had told them to do, and he had buried it in the 
dirt underneath his tent. When Joshua finally confronts Achan, he says,  
 
 Joshua 7:19  “19 Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, I implore you, 

give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and give praise to Him; and 
tell me now what you have done. Do not hide it from me." 

 
The story goes on and Achan is very specific with his confession of sin. He 
tells Joshua exactly what he did, why he did it and what he had done with the 
material. He named his sins. Paul names his sins. And us, we often times want 
to deal with “an unspoken request.”   
 
Let me be honest, the story gets a lot better for Paul, and it can for us as well. 
But it doesn’t get any better without first going through the pain of the first 
chapter. There are some of you who if you were to write the story of your life, 
it would only consist of one chapter. It is the chapter on sin! 
 
Some of you have never gotten past this chapter. Some of you are indulging in 
things right now that would be shocking if they were ever revealed. Some of 
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you are doing things that would shock your spouse. Some of you are stealing 
from your bosses, you are embezzling money. Some of you are involved in an 
immoral relationship. Some of you have so much anger built up inside of you 
and if you wouldn’t be sent to prison, you would act on it. Some of you are 
drunkards, you enjoy getting buzzed. Some of you it is as simple as you do 
not love or respect your spouse. Everyone here, to some level, are idolaters.   
 
Here is the cool part of this chapter for Paul and for us . . . ready? This chapter 
can come to an end. This chapter of your life can be over. Do you see that 
Paul said in vs. 13, “even though I WAS FORMERLY” or “I ONCE WAS”? 
That means that it is not true of him any longer. What happened? Well, that’s 
told in the next chapter of his biography. 
 
CHAPTER 2: THE BEST PART, A LIFE OF MERCY & GRACE 
 
Do you see that at the end of vs. 13? “yet I was shown mercy . . .” God took 
pity on him. Even though he had done these horrible things, God’s mercy 
sought him out and found him. 
 
Now, Paul says that he had acted ignorantly in unbelief. That is not to say that 
Paul is saying that because he was ignorant that God did not hold his sin 
against him. Paul is most likely at this point making a reference to the OT 
Law that distinguished between sins that are done in ignorance and those that 
are done in defiance. 
 
Numbers 15 distinguishes the person who has been given the full revelation 
and totally rejected it versus that person who has not been given the full 
revelation. They are both responsible. For Paul, mercy came when he was 
confronted with Jesus on that road to Damascus and he responded correctly 
with repentance and faith. 
 
And there has to be a balance here, for listen to me, if you sit here and think 
that God is going to be gracious to you if nothing ever changes in your life 
because you simply do not know, you are mistaken. Paul also wrote in 
Romans 1 that because of creation and conscience, no man is without excuse. 
 
For Paul, he thought he was doing God’s work. He was trying to do God’s 
work by ridding the world of these followers of Jesus. Yet in the end it was 
revealed to him that he was trying to please God apart from the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Once he was confronted with Jesus, his life turned around. This 
mercy that he speaks about here is that he was finally told the truth of Jesus. It 
is the truth that I proclaim to you today. 
 
Vs. 14  Paul continues and says that God’s grace was abundant. This means 
that there is never an end to the mercy and grace of God. It continues to 
overflow and overflow and run over. Martin Luther put it like this, 
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“Just as the sun is not darkened by the whole world enjoying its light, and 
could, indeed, light up ten worlds; just as 100,000 lights might be lit from one 
light and not detract from it; just as learned man is able to make a thousand 
others learned, and the more he gives, the more he has—so is Christ, our 
Lord, an infinite source of all grace, so that if the whole world would draw 
enough grace and truth from it to make the world all angels, yet it would not 
lose a drop; the fountain always runs over, full of grace.”1 
 
Illustration: World Waterfall Database 
• #1 is Inga Falls in Kinshasa, Congo—6.825 million gallons per second 
• #2 is Chutes De Livingstone in Kongo Central, Congo—6.637 million 

gallons per second 
• #5 is Khone Falls in Laos—3.1 million gallons per second 
• #10 largest waterfall, Niagara falls—637,500 gallons per second 
 
Amazing! Think of God’s grace like the water on those falls. It never ends. 
Paul was really, really bad, he was horrible, but God’s grace is really, really 
good. God’s grace so changed him that it led him to be a man of faith and 
love, found only in Christ Jesus. Remember what he was before Christ? He 
was a man that blasphemed, now he is a man of faith. He was a man of anger 
and hatred, now he is a man of love. Why? Because he is in a relationship 
with Jesus Christ! Because the waterfall of God’s grace kept flowing over and 
over him. 
 
Vs. 15  Here’s the best news of all. Paul’s story can be your story. When 
Paul says “it is a trustworthy statement” (which is used only 5 times in the 
Scriptures, all in the pastoral epistles), it probably means that this was some 
sort of phrase that was quoted. It was like a creed. It was a common saying for 
the early church, and oh how great of a common saying! 
 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners!” This is the gospel! This 
statement has two parts to it, First, Incarnation! Christ Jesus came into the 
world.   
 
 2 Corinthians 8:9  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might become rich.” 

 
This is important; this has been misunderstood by many people. What does it 
mean that Jesus was rich and became poor. Almost everyone says that the 
richness of Jesus is that He was in heaven. His richness is that He is pre-
existent, He is eternal. It is a description that talks about the glory that He had 
with the Father before the foundations of the earth.   
 

                                                
1 Hughes, R. Kent & Chapell, Bryan. 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. (Wheaton, Ill:  Crossway, 2000), 44–5. 
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So, what does it mean that He became poor? It does NOT mean that Jesus was 
economically challenged. Yes, He lived as a homeless guy. Yes, He did do 
miracles for people to eat. But remember that as they traveled, they did have 
enough money that a guy named Judas was their treasurer. I do not think that 
Paul is talking economically poor here. 
 
He is talking that in comparison to the richness before the earth, He was now 
poor. He left the holiness and glory of heaven to enter and become part of the 
profanity and poverty of the earth. He came to live as a human, live a perfect 
life, die the death of the worst sinners. He became poor for us. 
 
 Philippians 2:6-7  “who, although He existed in the form of God, did 

not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men.” 

 
Jesus Christ came into the world, but for a specific reason. Second, 
Redemption! He came to save sinners. He came to this earth so that through 
His poverty, we might become rich (not financially, but spiritually). He came 
to deliver sinners from the bondage of their sins and their consequences. 
 
Consistently through the gospels, this is what Jesus modeled and what Jesus 
said. He came to lay his life down for sinners. He came to die! One specific 
example is found in Mark 2 when Jesus is spending lots of time dining with 
tax collectors and sinners. In fact the Pharisees asked the disciples why he 
would do that, why would He dirty Himself. 
 
 Mark 2:17  “And hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who 

are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners." 

 
What did Jesus mean by not coming to call the righteous, but sinners? He 
wasn’t interested in working with the people who thought they were okay. He 
wanted to deal with the people who knew they weren’t okay. I have heard 
John Piper say this before: “It is easy to get people saved, it is hard to get 
them lost.” Until you come to the point that you realize that your sins have 
offended a holy God, you are not ready to understand the gospel. 
 
But it is not only your view of your previous sins, but also of current sins. Do 
you notice that Paul says he is the foremost of all? Of all sinners, Paul 
considered himself the worst of them all. I do not think that this is some sort 
of false-humility. Let’s not forget that he killed Christians. He was a 
murderer. He was a blasphemer. That was before Christ and now he says that 
he still considers himself the worst of all sinners. 
 
Look, Paul did not have low self-esteem. Some might say that it is too bad he 
thought that way about himself. If he were alive today, some might 
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recommend that he read “your best life now.” NO, he did not need that, he 
was simply recognizing that of everyone he knew, he still considered himself 
the worst of all sinners. 
 
Are you the worst sinner that you know? Seriously, in view of God’s holiness, 
Paul saw himself as the worst sinner he knew. He knew that he had received 
mercy and grace and had been changed, but he was still disgusted by his sin. 
Let me tell you the worst sinner you know is yourself! I don’t know if you 
recognize that in your life or not, but you are! 
 
Here’s the problem for why we often are tempted at looking at other people as 
more sinful than us. We log onto to foxnews or cnn & we hear stories of 
people that do some really bad things. And subtly we think that we are much 
better than him and others. We are so focused on the earthly. 
 
Illustration:  John Calvin – Institutes – Looking at the Sun (Son) 
 
Vs. 16  For this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost . . . 
what’s that? The foremost is in reference to being the sinner. That in him 
being the worst of all sinners, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect 
patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
 
Know what that means? One of God’s purposes in saving Paul was so that he 
would be a specific example of His enduring grace and mercy. He was the 
poster child of hope. If God could save Paul, who couldn’t he save? He was 
the hope for the worst of sinners. 
 
There are some people that you share the gospel with and they look at you and 
are convicted and they say, how could God ever forgive me? I am the worst 
sinner that you could imagine. You do not know what I have done in my past. 
Yea, well let me tell you about someone who was a mass murder, and not 
only that, a mass murder of Christians. And God saved Him! 
 
God showed perfect patience, he shows perfect patience. Do you understand 
that the gospel is for you? And if you have believed the gospel, does this 
amazing grace motivate you to get out of the bed every morning? Think, what 
would you be doing if you were not saved? How has this chapter of your life 
story impacted everything about you? It truly is the greatest chapter! 
 
CHAPTER 3: THE CURRENT PART, A LIFE OF SERVICE 
 
With the worst & best part of his life as a backdrop, now look back to the end 
of vs. 11. Paul says that he had been entrusted with the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God. Then in vs. 12, he breaks into thanksgiving for Jesus Christ, our 
Lord that He had considered Paul faithful and had put him into ministry. The 
current chapter in which he writes is one of a life of service, a life of ministry! 
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I love this, for he says that he is a man that is willing to serve others. This idea 
or term for service (or ministry) is of someone that willingly puts others 
interests in place of their interests. 
 
How difficult is it for your children to place the interests of their brother or 
sister as more important to them? How difficult is it for you to place the 
interests of your spouse as more important than your interests? Why is it so 
hard? Because it is very natural to do things for ourselves, to think of 
ourselves as first and priority over everyone else. But not Paul! He was called 
or placed into an area of service! 
 
Before Christ, Paul would never have referred to Jesus as the Christ (the 
Messiah) or as His Lord. But his life has changed. And if you notice from the 
passage, it is Christ that had strengthened him or enabled him to do what he 
needed to do. He did not do his ministry on his own strength, but relied upon 
and trusted in the power of Christ to engage in his ministry. 
 
One word is needed as far as clarification in this passage as to his ministry. 
Do you see that it might seem that Paul is saying that Christ strengthened him 
and put him into ministry because He was considered faithful? But how could 
that be? How could Paul, before his conversion be considered faithful? 
 
Most of you have heard the story. Paul is on the road to Damascus seeking to 
persecute Christians and the Lord appears to him and radically saves him. So, 
it is not that Paul was faithful before he was put into service. What Paul 
means here is that the Lord at that time considered him as a person worthy to 
be entrusted and therefore someone who would be faithful. 
 
It is like this, from his point of view, he is thankful to his Lord that He would 
give him the shot to put him into service. He is just excited that he has been 
given the opportunity to show his faithfulness. 
 
Some of you work in a service-oriented trade, or you once did. Sometimes it 
is very humbling to have to put yourself in situations where you are a servant. 
And many people who work in that sort of industry, “the customer is always 
right” sort of mentality, then they come to church and the last thing they want 
is to serve someone else. But that is the exact attitude that Paul modeled and 
we should have. 
 
Paul had been put into service work by His Lord, Jesus Christ. Of course we 
know that He was an apostle, God had given him a very specific occupation 
or job to accomplish within the body of Christ. What has God appointed you 
to do? Let me just shoot straight with you: many people come into church 
wanting to be served instead of the mindset of serving. The attitude in the 
Scriptures is NEVER, “what’s in it for me?” It is ALWAYS, “how can I help 
someone else.” 
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Christian, I am talking to you, how are you serving? How as Christ put you 
into service? What does your present chapter read?  All people who confess 
Christ should have a similar chapter as Paul currently in their life.   
 
I have heard one pastor say before that the church is no place for a referee. It 
is no place for someone who sits back and blows the whistle telling everyone 
what they are doing wrong, when in fact, they are not even playing the game. 
And it is also no place for a leach, you know, someone to come in and take 
but never give. We are called to serve one another, to put others as more 
important than ourselves.   
 
I am always convicted that I need to be thankful that I even get to play a part 
in God’s great big plan for people. 
 
• Would you be thankful that you get to hold a 6-month old who spits up on 

your brand new shirt? 
• Would you be thankful that you get to shake hands with every person 

walking into the room? 
• Would you be thankful that you get to teach some young impressionable 

children the truths of God’s Word? 
 
Paul was appointed into service, what have you been appointed to do? 
 
CHAPTER 4: THE FINAL PART, A LIFE OF PRAISE 
 
There is one last chapter of Paul’s biography. It is the final chapter. Paul 
writes about his life as a sinner, how he was changed by the grace and mercy 
of God, entrusted to a life of service, how could he not erupt in praise? The 
gospel always ends in praise! How can we not say “Amen?” How can we not 
sing? How can we not praise God? 
 
Vs. 17  Now to the King Eternal, past, present, and future, God has and is 
always on His throne.  
 
 Psalm 93:1–2  “The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The 

LORD has clothed and girded Himself with strength; Indeed, the world is 
firmly established, it will not be moved. Your throne is established from of 
old; You are from everlasting.” 

 
Immortal—God does not decay. He does not change 
 
Invisible—you can’t see Him, which makes what He did in Jesus all that 
much more important. If you want to see God, look at Jesus! 
 
The Only God—This is what separates most people, there is only one God! 
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Be Honor (respect) and glory forever and ever amen! This is not only the 
final chapter in our lives, it will be the final chapter for all eternity. That the 
King is worshipped and honored and praised forever and ever. 
 
What are we to think that the eternal, immortal, invisible, only God of the 
universe would come into the world to save sinners?  SPEECHLESS! 
 
Conclusion:  1 Timothy 1:18–20 
• It is not about how you have started, it is about how you end! What does 

the end of your biography going to look like? What is going to be on your 
tombstone? 

 
ASK THE MEN TO COME FORWARD FOR COMMUNION: 
 
What we do here this morning carries no further grace from God. This is a 
time for us to come and remember, reflect, and proclaim what Christ has done 
for us in our salvation. 
 
We have bread and juice, and these are to be a memorial for what Jesus did 
when He went to the cross. This is a time of remembrance for Christians. We 
celebrate an open communion, which means that if you’re a believer, please 
join us in celebrating Christ’s death. You do not have to be a member of our 
church; you do not even have to be a regular attendee, just a believer in Christ 
and part of the universal church as we talked about this morning.  
 
Warning: 1 Corinthians 11 says that you should not take this table in an 
unworthy manner, that is, you should not come here with unconfessed sin, 
harboring bitterness to others, or if you are unsure if you’re a Christian. We 
are going to sing some songs, if you need to deal with the Lord some more, do 
it. There is no shame in passing the plate by and not taking. Resist the 
temptation to take these elements simply because others next to you are doing 
so.  
 
PRAYER FOR BREAD: 
 
 I Corinthians 11:23-24  “23 For I received from the Lord that which I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

 
PRAYER FOR CUP: 
 
 I Corinthians 11:25-26  “25 In the same way He took the cup also after 

supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 
comes.” 


