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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
August 28, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 19 

A LIFE OF INTEGRITY 
Matthew 7:15–23 

 
Let’s just jump in this morning; we have so much to cover. Remember, we are 
getting to the end of the Sermon on the Mount. In this sermon by Jesus, He is 
clarifying for His followers what life is like in the Kingdom. They believed 
Jesus was the Messiah, but they also thought the Kingdom was some far off 
event. While I believe there is a literal aspect of the Kingdom at some point in 
the future, there are certainly implications of the Kingdom here today as Jesus 
rules in the hearts of His followers. And in this sermon, Jesus has been 
describing what life is like for the person in the Kingdom. 
 
Last week, we talked about how Jesus begins the conclusion of this sermon. 
He says there are only two roads in life. One is going to lead to the Kingdom 
and one is not. One will lead to life, but the other will lead to destruction. 
There will only be a few who find the road that leads to life, but there are 
many who are on the road to eternal destruction. 
 
With that as the backdrop, Jesus continues by talking about two different 
groups of people:  
 
False Teachers (vs. 15–20) 
False Followers (vs. 21–23) 
 
Putting it in context, I think it is to be understood like this: There are many on 
the Wide Road and there has been and will continue to be people that will 
lead people away from the Narrow Road. We call them False Teachers. 
 
At the same time, there are many who find themselves on the Wide Road, but 
they think they are on the Narrow Road. They think everything is okay with 
their life, when in reality they are on a collision course with destruction. We 
call them False Followers. 
 
Vs. 15  Jesus begins immediately after warning of the two roads by saying 
they needed to beware of false prophets. This is an imperative by Jesus, 
meaning it is a command. We are to be very cautious and alert to the risks and 
dangers of false teachers. 
 
Illustration: Do you ever warn your kids? 
• Have you ever warned your kids to stop playing in the street? 
• Have you ever warned them not to run in a parking lot? 
• Have you ever warned them not to play on the stairs? 
• Have you ever warned them not to take candy or talk to strangers? 
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• Have you ever warned them not to stick a screwdriver in an electrical 
socket?   

 
Of course you have. Why do we do those things? Because we know there is 
something dangerous that we are trying to protect them from. The same thing 
is true here with Jesus. He is warning His followers against the false prophet 
or we could say today, the false teacher. Why do they need to be warned? 
Well, obviously there is some danger associated with them. 
 
But the warning by Jesus is so direct because He knows what we often forget: 
that not only are they dangerous, but they are also very deceptive. The 
illustration Jesus uses is that of a sheep & a wolf. He says they will pretend to 
be the most harmless of animals, a sheep, but in reality they are wolves. This 
illustration has become epic in our society. It is meant of the person who 
pretends to be helpful and harmless, but in reality his intention is to plunder 
and destroy.  
 
Just so I can illustrate this, let me ask you a question: Which is worse for 
Christianity: The teacher of the church of Satan that cuts up chickens and 
offers sacrifices gives séances on Halloween; OR the teacher that holds up the 
Bible, talks about the Bible, wears a nice suit, but never teaches that Jesus is 
the only way? Which is more dangerous? 
 
Listen, the closer someone is to the truth without actually having the truth, the 
more dangerous they become. Many years later, this is exactly what the 
Apostle Paul said would happen. There will always be deceivers. 
 
 2 Corinthians 11:13–15  “For such men are false apostles, deceitful 

workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for even 
Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising 
if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, 
whose end will be according to their deeds.” 

 
Satan isn’t dumb. If he can get someone to buy into everything “Christian” 
without buying into “Christ” then he has won the battle and the war. For us, 
we need to remember that just because it has the name of “Christian” on it 
does not mean that it is safe or true. Just because it is put out by a “Christian” 
publisher does not mean it is good and true and safe to read. Just because it is 
sold at a “Christian” bookstore or website, doesn’t mean it is safe or true. You 
get that, right? 
 
When Paul was saying goodbye to his dear friends from Ephesus, the elders 
that he had seen come to Jesus and grow into leadership in the church. The 
men that he spent three years of his life training and teaching, he warned them 
that “savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:29–31) 
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He knew the potential danger of false teachers. He knew what Jesus said to 
His closest followers. So, if on the outside they look like sheep, but inwardly 
they are ravenous wolves, how can we tell the difference? How do we know 
the inside? 
 
Vs. 16  “You will know them by their fruits.” Actually this statement stands 
as bookends in vs. 16 & 20. Do you see that? The fruit of their life is the test 
of the true prophet or teacher. If there is no good fruit, there is no reason to 
treat them like a teacher and sit under their teaching. And Jesus does not say 
we will have to guess. He says we will know, meaning that eventually we will 
have full or exact knowledge of who they truly are.  
 
Jesus furthers this statement of fruit by asking some interesting questions: 
“Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes or figs from thistles, are they?” 
Now, in Israel and I am sure here as well, there are these thorn bushes that 
have dark berries that grow on them. From the distance, it might look like 
grapes, but once you got closer you would realize that these were not good, 
edible fruit. They were actually berries that could kill you. These of course are 
hypothetical questions that He intends we answer “of course not.” To further 
His point, He moves from bushes to trees. 
 
Vs. 17–18  Trees produce what they are. Good trees produce good fruit. 
Bad trees produce bad fruit. And they produce of their kind. A good tree that 
is healthy will produce fruit accordingly. A healthy apple tree is not going to 
produce even a good orange; it will produce an apple. And a good apple tree 
will produce good apples. And a worthless tree lacks the ability to produce 
good fruit. So what happens to them? 
 
Vs. 19  They are cut down and thrown out? If you have bad producing 
trees, they are cut down and done away with. Why do you do this? Well, not 
only are they taking up space, but quite possibly, whatever disease they might 
have could spread to other trees. They have no purpose and so they are to be 
cut down. Now what is interesting about Jesus’ comments in vs. 19 is that he 
does not say “bad trees that are producing bad fruit are cut down.” Instead He 
focuses on any tree that does not produce good fruit. All He cares about are 
the good fruit producing trees (or people). 
 
Because don’t forget that these illustrations are to help us understand this one 
point: we will know false teachers by their fruit. What Jesus is saying is that 
we will be able to distinguish the sheep from the wolf by their fruit. 
Externally, they might look like the real deal, but internally, there is 
something else going on. And eventually the inside will be revealed outside.  
 
There are two ways it will come outside. Here are two ways to detect the false 
teacher. One is by the way they live. What do they look like? Are they always 
talking about money? Are they always soliciting for their own personal 
ministries? Money has always been a motivation for false teachers. Paul says 
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in 1 Timothy 6:5 that they “suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” If I 
pretend to be godly, I can make lots of money. They will flash the fancy suit, 
talk the good game, and have a big smile (but always remember there could 
be big teeth behind that smile).  
 
Are they flying around the country on their personal jet? Or do they have their 
own helicopter? That’s a problem! Let me just say this, be very, very cautious 
about sending money to anyone that is on TV. Ever! 
 
Are there constant rumors that surround them about their morality? Do they 
always have to explain away “misrepresentations” about their character? This 
could happen to anyone, but if it is happening to them, at least raise the 
curiosity flag! 
 
Not only the way they live, but the major fruit bearing thing you will notice in 
their life is by what they say. Eventually the false teacher will be known by 
what comes out of their mouth. You will be able to distinguish them from the 
sheep because their message will be contrary to the message of Jesus & the 
Bible. In the context, Jesus is talking about the wide road and the narrow road. 
What do these teachers do that eventually shows them to be those on the wide 
road? Let me give you a few examples. 
 
First, They Avoid Talking About Sin. There are some people our day that just 
can’t say the word sin. Look, I’m not trying to make people feel bad, but if the 
Bible says something we should be willing to say it. I am not saying we 
should be mean about it, but if we fail to talk about sin, then what’s the point 
of salvation? 
 
Second, They Avoid Talking About Substitutionary Atonement. There are so 
many people that hate the cross. And there are so many people within the 
church that are trying to redefine the cross. What I mean by substitutionary 
atonement is this: Jesus died in our place for our sins. When He died upon 
that cross, He bore the wrath of God that I deserved to bear. He was punished 
for all of my sin. 
 
This is essential to the Christian Faith. That we have a God that came and 
died in our place for our sins! But unfortunately, not everyone agrees with 
this. Not sure if you have ever heard of Brian McLaren, but he is part of the 
Emergent Village, a movement that has tried to reshape the view of 
Christianity. He wrote a fictional book called The Story We Find Ourselves 
In, which claims to tell the Biblical story in a fresh way. 
 
In the book, he has a fictional character named Kerry, who happens to be a 
seeker and asks how Jesus fits in to God’s story. Carol, a Christian, answers 
with a summary of substitutionary atonement: “Well, I believe that God sent 
Jesus into the world to absorb all the punishment for our sins. That’s what the 
cross was all about. It was Jesus absorbing the punishment that all of us 
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deserve. He became the substitute for all of us. As he suffered and died, all 
our wrongs were paid for, so all of us can be forgiven.”  
 
Kerry responds: “For starters, if God wants to forgive us, why doesn’t he just 
do it? How does punishing an innocent person make things better? That just 
sounds like one more injustice in the cosmic equation. It sounds like divine 
child abuse.”  
 
He is simply using the statement that was made popular by Steve Chalke in 
his book The Lost Message of Jesus. He says that if the cross is God 
punishing His son for things that He did not do, but for what others have 
done, then it makes a mockery of Jesus’ own teaching to love your enemies 
and refuse to pay evil with evil. Listen, that attacks the entire center of the 
gospel message that Jesus would take our punishment for us! 
 
Fourth, They Avoid Talking About The Final Judgment. To talk about 
punishment is just so negative. Joel Osteen puts it like this: 
 
Some people say, “Well, it's all so positive.” My thing is this: the Bible says 
it's the goodness of God that leads people to repentance. That's right out of 
the Bible . . . I just don't believe in condemning people and being judgmental. 
Yes, there's a way of condemning people and knocking them down and getting 
them to feel bad. That maybe can turn some people around, but I believe in 
just speaking the truth and letting them know they have good things in store. 
Some people don't like it when you're positive. However, we've seen 
thousands and thousands of lives changed, so I try not to focus on that.”1 
 
Focus on what? Impending doom? Look, if you know anything from me, I am 
not the gloom and doom guy, I am the look how amazing Jesus is guy. But we 
can’t stop talking about the outcome of the Wide Road.  
 
There was a pastor back in our town in Kansas, maybe one of the largest 
churches in town. They put the video’s of their sermons online, so I wanted to 
watch one of them. It just so happened it was a message about hell, although, 
he never once used the word. He would say things like “that place down 
there.” Or “the place you don’t want to go.” Or “you know, not heaven.” 
 
It is not just that these teachers make a mistake and forget to say something. 
Everyone makes mistakes. But their ministries become characterizations of 
these things. This is what they are known for, and in so doing, deceiving 
people to remain on the wide road instead of helping them find the narrow 
road. And False Teachers produce False Followers. 
 
In vs. 21–23, Jesus give us one of the scariest, most disturbing, most sobering 
passage in all of the Scriptures. Just a plain reading of it probably gives you a 
good idea of what it means. Not only are there many people on the Wide 
                                                
1 Interview with Diana Keough, www.faithfulreader.com. December 15, 2004.  
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Road, but there are many people who spend the majority of their life thinking 
they will spend eternity in Heaven with Jesus only to wake up to a different 
reality once death has taken this life from them. 
 
Vs. 21  There are a few key words here that I would like to deal with. First 
is the repetition of the term, Lord. It is a term that is used in some context to 
simply mean a title of respect. Sometimes this term is used as a synonym for 
God, that maybe these people are simply making an oral acknowledgement 
that Jesus is indeed God. 
 
But it is probably best to understand this term in it’s main use as “master” or 
“owner.” The very nature of these people at the point of judgment calling 
Jesus “Lord” 2x was a Jewish way of speaking to heighten or make it serious. 
In fact, even again in vs. 22, they say “Lord, Lord.” 
 
When we talk about the Lordship of Jesus, we talk about the acknowledgment 
that He is the master, He is the owner, He is the One who is in charge in your 
life! And so at the beginning, at least by terminology, these deceived people 
believed the right things about Jesus. Or at least they “say” the right things. 
 
Do you see that? Jesus says that not everyone who says to me “Lord, Lord.” 
He is saying that there will be some who will by their mouths claim 
something to be true, they will proclaim it, they will confess it; but to not be 
tricked by what they say. As is the case that we all know, Jesus is saying that 
words do not always tell the entire story. 
 
 I John 1:6  “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in 

the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;” 
 
Just because a person claims Jesus as their Lord does not mean that He is their 
Lord. And just because someone claims to know Jesus does not automatically 
mean they will enter the kingdom of heaven! Let me illustrate it like this: 
which is easier?  
 
 Saying that I am a good golfer and could beat anyone or actually going 

out and beating Tiger Woods? (well, even that is not possible, maybe 
closer, but not possible).  

 Saying that I am a great artist or actually painting something worthwhile? 
 Saying that you are going to go on a diet or actually losing weight?  
 Saying that you could play in the Little League World Series or actually 

beating your local rec team? 
 
You get the point, right? Which is easier? It is easier to say something, but the 
true evidence is proved in the actual strapping on the laces and doing it. 
Getting your hands involved. In the same way, which is easier? 
 
 Saying you love the Bible or actually reading it? 
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 Saying your committed to the church or actually getting involved and 
serving and living life with each other? 

 Saying that Jesus is your Lord or actually living as if He is?  
 
Do you see in vs. 21, who does Jesus say are the ones who will enter the 
kingdom of heaven? It is he who does the will of the Father who is in heaven! 
He is not teaching some sort of works based salvation; we will deal with that 
in a minute. But what He is saying is there is really big difference between 
saying something with your mouth and actually doing it.  
 
Vs. 22  The scariest word here is the first word, Many. It is the same term 
that we saw last week on the Wide Road. There are few that find the Narrow 
Road, but many who are on the Wide Road that leads to destruction. 
 
Did you know that according to a July ABCNEWS poll, 83% of Americans 
claim to be Christian. Did you hear that? It’s almost laughable! It is estimated 
to be just over 312 million people in America. That would mean that right 
now, there would be almost 259 million people in America that claim to be 
Christian. Can we acknowledge that many are deceived?  
 
And yet when we give statistics like this and say things like this, it is very 
tempting to laugh and point the finger out there . . . yep, so many people are 
so deceived! ARE YOU? It’s not quite so humorous when we start pointing 
back and asking the question back to ME! 
 
In vs. 21, these people said the right things (probably even believed the right 
things concerning Jesus being their Lord), and now in vs. 22, these people are 
even claiming at doing things for Jesus. Three times they say that they did 
things in His name. They were common church goers. They are the average 
person who shows up for the church workday. They are the one who watches 
people’s kids. They are the ones who cook dinner for the potlucks. They think 
they know Jesus but as we will find out in a minute, HE DOES NOT KNOW 
THEM! 
 
I could not help but to think about Judas as I was studying this phrase: 
“prophesy in Your name, cast out demons in your name, perform many 
miracles in your name.” Contemplate this scenario: It is the Sermon on the 
Mount, and disciples sitting right there in front of Him. In just a short amount 
of time, Jesus sends out the 12 disciples (Judas included) and this is his charge 
to them as He sends them out: 
 
 Matthew 10:7–8  “And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 
out demons. Freely you received, freely give.” 

 
Earlier in that passage it lists the 12 disciples and Judas is sent out with 
everyone. And yet we know that in the end, he did not support or follow 
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through with his commitment that Jesus was his Lord. I can imagine him 
before the throne saying, “but Jesus, in Your name . . .” 
 
This verse is ultimately an indictment upon the person, that while they 
claimed to do things for Jesus, He was not part of their life. He was not really 
their Lord. He was not their master. They claimed to be His worker, but 
wanted nothing really to do with the employer. These people are the ultimate 
hypocrites! 
 
They would say one thing in public, but when the door closes behind them, 
they are a different person. They did not practice what they preached. Even 
though they claimed to know Jesus and to do things for Jesus, He did not 
know them as we see in . . . 
 
Vs. 23  Jesus says to them, the many, “I never knew you.” Truth be told, He 
knew them way too well! This is not saying that they get to the judgment and 
Jesus says, “Who are you? Have we ever met?” NO, this is saying that Jesus 
did not know them salvifically. He knew them deeply, knew them better than 
anyone else ever upon this earth. 
 
He knew their hearts. We don’t. Maybe they were trying to do things for the 
Lord only because they wanted to be in the “inner crowd.” Maybe they loved 
and found comfort in the love of Christ that people displayed towards them, 
but they never found the love of Christ for themselves. Maybe they were in it 
for financial gain (Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 8). Whatever the reason, Jesus 
speaks to them the cold-chilling words “depart from Me.” 
 
I am not sure there could be any worse words that you could ever hear. This is 
a term of judgment. This is a term of abandonment. This is a term that wakes 
us up to reality! 
 
And ultimately, the reason why Jesus sent them packing is because they were 
in reality workers of lawlessness. They did those things in the name of Jesus 
and yet He says to them that they practiced lawlessness or wickedness. 
Understand this: To do things in the name of Jesus without the motive of 
Jesus is in fact lawlessness or wickedness. 
 
It is vitally important (deathly important) to have the right theology. But 
having the right theology about the Lordship of Jesus does not ensure that you 
are truly regenerate. Let me say this very clearly and carefully so that you do 
not brand me a heretic. 
 
The reformers used to say it like this: “We are saved by faith alone, but the 
faith that saves is never alone.” What that means is that Ephesians 2:8–9 is 
absolutely correct! We are saved by faith alone by grace alone in Jesus alone. 
But for many people, that Jesus that saved them is a figment of their 
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imagination, He is not real! He never makes a difference in their life. By the 
way, do you know what Ephesians 2:10 says? 
 
 Ephesians 2:10  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk 
in them.” 

 
 James 2:14–17  “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has 

faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister 
is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, 
‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them 
what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has 
no works, is dead, being by itself. 

 
Even in vs. 19, James goes on to say that even the demons believe and 
shudder. The demons probably believe in the Lordship of Jesus. They know 
that He is in charge. 
 
Our gospel presentations need to stop being parachute illustrations. Here, try 
on Jesus, it will make your ride in this world more enjoyable. He will make 
your marriage better, your job better, your parenting better, your neighbors 
better, your dog will listen to you more . . . and so on. 
 
This only creates more and more people who think they are saved because 
they said a prayer when they have no idea what it means to let Jesus lead them 
as their Lord. 
 
“I think Jesus has a lot of fans these days. Fans who cheer for him when 
things are going well, but who walk away when it’s a difficult season. Fans 
who sit safely in the stands cheering, but they know nothing of the sacrifice 
and pain of the field. Fans of Jesus who know all about him, but they don’t 
know him. But Jesus was never interested in having fans. When he defines 
what kind of relationship he wants, ‘Enthusiastic Admirer’ isn’t an option. My 
concern is that many of our churches in America have gone from being 
sanctuaries to becoming stadiums. And every week all the fans come to the 
stadium where they cheer for Jesus but have no interest in truly following 
him. The biggest threat to the church today is fans who call themselves 
Christians but aren’t actually interested in following Christ. They want to be 
close enough to Jesus to get all the benefits, but not so close that it requires 
anything from them.”2 
 
And let me just say one word of advice to you parents. Be really cautious of 
over-affirming your child’s salvation based upon some prayer. I will never 
forget coming home from a youth camp as a youth pastor where this one 
young lady gave her life to the Lord. She told me the story. I have always 

                                                
2 Idleman, Kyle. Not A Fan. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 25. 
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known, but I have always faked it. It has never been real to me. And that 
weekend, the Lord came and did something in her life. 
 
We got home and I sat in my office that Sunday afternoon with her parents as 
she told them what happened to her. And their response? “You didn’t get 
saved this weekend, you were saved when you were six when I helped you 
pray that prayer.” 
 
We need to wake up to the reality that just because you led your children in a 
prayer to “ask Jesus into their hearts” when they were 5 or 6 years old, that it 
does not mean that they are exempt from Matthew 7! Kids that grow up in a 
Christian home often times assume the faith of the parents until such a time 
when they start making choices themselves. If started from a young age, I 
could have probably convinced my children to ask Barney into their hearts. 
 
It could happen to you, I pray it does happen to you. When your child is older 
and comes home from a camp and says that God did something in their life 
and they surrendered their life to Him—rejoice with them, don’t refuse to 
believe it! 
 
This passage this morning is calling us to examine ourselves. It is calling us to 
do what Paul talks about: 
 
 2 Corinthians 13:5  “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; 

examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?” 

 
Here is my final word for you this morning as I studied this passage: DO NOT 
JUST SAY THAT JESUS IS YOUR LORD; MAKE SURE HE IS! 
 
What does Matthew 7 mean for those who say they are saved and do not feel 
moved to live a life whereby Jesus is their Lord. I can’t be authoritative on 
that issue, but I would warn them! I would take the Scriptures up to them and 
ask them to evaluate themselves according to what they have to say about the 
person who claims the name of Jesus. 
 
My advice: Make certain in your life that what comes out of your mouth and 
what you are living are growing closer and closer towards each other every 
day, every month, every year.   
 
Conclusion: 60-60 Experiment 
• Maybe you have noticed that I wear a grey bracelet. It isn’t much, but it 

was motivated after studying this passage a few years ago & after reading 
a book by John Burke called Soul Revolution. 

• In this book, he encourages something that he calls the 60–60 
Experiment. He urges you to use a watch that beeps every sixty minutes 
for sixty days. His purpose in doing this is to encourage people to stay in 
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a continual relationship with God. When the beep comes, ask yourself if 
you are connected to God at that minute. 

• My bracelet says, “Matthew 7”, that’s it. And when I see it, I am brought 
back to think about this passage. Is Jesus My Lord? NOW? In what I am 
doing, is He the Lord of my life? 

 
 
 


