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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
August 21, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 18 

A LIFE OF EXCLUSIVITY 
Matthew 7:13–14 

 
Introduction: Registering for Marriage 
• Have you ever been at that point in life when you were forced to make 

some major decisions? Sometimes we find ourselves in situations like 
that, but most of the time, we are just making decision after decision 
about everyday life. Like this one time for me:  

• It has been over 13 years now, but I still remember that day when 
Monique and I went to Target to register for our wedding. I am not sure 
what they do now, but back in the day when you registered for a wedding, 
they would actually give you one of those guns—pricing guns. I think it 
was the way to keep the guys involved. You felt like you were on a 
mission or something. 

• There were so many different choices—what color of rugs do you want to 
register for? What kind of towels? I remember spending over 20 minutes 
in front of the plastic stirring spoons. I remember Monique asking me 
what kind of coffee maker we wanted to register for. I was like, “um, 
babe, neither one of us drink coffee.” (We actually received 3 of them). 

• I recall registering for sheets. I was thinking, how many sheets do you 
need? She informs me that you have to have one while you wash the other 
one, and I’m like, “you wash your sheets?” 

• And I was that guy, when she wasn’t looking, I was registering for the 
Nintendo 64 and lots of games, videos, CD’s, all the fun stuff. I think I 
even registered for some Mountain Dew (It’s diet now, but back in the 
day, it was the real hard stuff) 

 
Choices after choices after choices. Usually in life, we are not faced with that 
many choices like that everyday. But we do have choices to make each and 
every day. Our lives are filled with choosing between one thing or the next.  
 
Well, I have some good news for you. When it comes to spiritual things in our 
life, there is only one choice to make. I say that because there is only two 
options that we have in this life. That’s the main thought this morning—
THERE ARE ONLY TWO SPIRITUAL OPTIONS IN LIFE THAT END WITH 
DRASTICALLY DIFFERENT RESULTS. 
 
 Matthew 7:13–14 [read] 
 
We are coming to the end of the Sermon on the Mount. Actually, last week 
when Jesus ended in vs. 12 by saying, “this is the Law and the Prophets”, He 
was wrapping up the section that He began back in 5:17 when He said that he 
did not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it. So, He is winding it down. 
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Actually, these last several verses give us no new instruction by Jesus as to 
how to live life.  
 
All Jesus is doing is to drive home the point that since we have heard these 
things from Him, what are we going to do about it? Jesus is asking, “What are 
you going to do about my teaching? What are you going to do about what I 
am telling you?” He is saying there are only two options. You can follow my 
way or not my way. I mean, really quick, just listen to what He is going to tell 
us in the next couple weeks . . . 
 
Two gates—wide & narrow 
Two roads—broad & narrow 
Two destinations—destruction & life 
Two groups of people—many & few 
Two kinds of trees & fruit—the good & the bad 
Two kinds of people who profess faith—the sincere & the false 
Two kinds of builders—the wise & the foolish 
Two foundations—the rock & the sand 
Two houses—the secure & the insecure 
 
Get the point? For the next two weeks after this as we finish this series, we are 
going to be asking ourselves this one question—which team are you on? If 
there are only two options, which one are you? Really, what Jesus is doing is 
just the same thing that had always been taught in the Scriptures.  
 
 Joshua 24:15  “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, 

choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which 
your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” 

 
 Psalm 1:6  “For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way 

of the wicked will perish.” 
 
In fact, all of Psalm 1 talks about the two ways, the way of the righteous and 
the way of the wicked. Two options! Two ways! From the very beginning of 
all time, there have always only been two teams. 
 
 Jeremiah 21:8  “You shall also say to this people, ‘Thus says the Lord, 

‘Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death.’” 
 
Now let’s be honesty. It’s not too difficult to understand what Jesus is saying 
in vs. 13 & 14. Like, I don’t think you have had to take some Greek classes or 
have a degree in Bible-Theology from some well-established Bible college to 
really get it. He says there is a gate that is wide and there is a gate that is 
narrow. There is a way that is broad and a way that is narrow. There are many 
people who follow the way of the broad road and very few that follow the 



 3 

way of the narrow road. And the broad way leads to destruction, but the 
narrow way leads to life. And it is not His suggestion, but His command that 
we enter the narrow gate and follow the narrow road. That’s it! It’s that 
simple. 
 
Most of what we are doing this morning is not necessarily explaining the 
meaning. We get the illustration. But what I hope to do this morning is to help 
us examine & diagnose our thoughts and beliefs as to whether we are on the 
wide road or the narrow road. And then towards the end, I hope to do my best 
to convince you that the narrow road is the only one you should be on. 
 
Before we do that though, let me clarify one thing. It amazes me that so many 
commentators get so hung up on the smallest of things. For instance, there is 
this ongoing debate in this passage as to the meaning of the gate & the road. Is 
the gate the entrance to the beginning of the road? Or is it that the gate is 
found at the end of the road, like before you die? 
 
I would say they are meant to be the same thing. Let’s call it the road, let’s 
call it the gate, let’s call it whatever you want to call it. Jesus is using a 
metaphor for an example that there are two ways in this life. There is the 
broad way which most people take that leads to destruction and there is a 
narrow way that very few people find that leads to life. His point is not for us 
to argue the difference between the gate & the road, but to think about which 
side I am on! 
 
My goal is to evaluate these roads this morning by showing you the difference 
between them. Let me see if I can break this down for us this morning. 
 
1. THE WIDE ROAD IS THE WAY OF THE WORLD, BUT THE NARROW 

ROAD IS THE WAY OF JESUS. 
 
There is no doubt what Jesus is saying is that there is a very popular way to 
live life and a very unpopular way to live life. Imagine if you will standing 
out on the street corner with thousands of people. You are at a fork in the 
road. As you look, you see this mass of humanity heading the same direction. 
But as you look closer, you notice down on the one side of the road, there is 
this small dirt path that is only wide enough for one person at a time. You can 
barely see it, but you do notice that a few people are going down that path. 
 
That is the picture that Jesus is painting here. Do you want to go the way of 
the crowds or do you want to go down that little path that only a few are going 
down? 
 
Before GPS, road signs were a much bigger deal. Today, we can just blindly 
drive and listen to some lady tell you what to do or where to go. But before, 
you had the huge map and you knew you had to take 422 west to 271 south—
and when you got to that intersection, you would have to pay special attention 
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to the road sign over the road. You probably know what I mean (if you are 
over 18, the younger people are like, you use to have a large map in the car 
with you?). 
 
Well, as you stand there at this intersection, you see all the people heading 
one way; I will call it the way of the world. As I thought about it this past 
week, I wondered what the signs might read over this broad road. What would 
it say? Here are some possible signs that people are saying these days. 
 
There is no absolute truth. I don’t have to tell you that our society has become 
less and less tolerant for truth. I have grown up in the culture which has been 
deemed Post-Modern, in the sense that anything is what you want it to be. Do 
not let others tell you what is right or what is wrong. You can say anything is 
true, just don’t say that something is false. This really hit home for me in my 
first two years of college. 
 
Illustration: Philosophy Professor in College 
• I spent two years at a branch of Indiana University before going to Moody 

Bible Institute. One of the classes I took was a philosophy class. It was 
one of the most insightful classes I ever took—insightful to know that 
people are clueless, that is. 

• My professor: Everything is relative, whatever you want it to be, it is. I 
remember one day in class when he said that he thought it was snowing 
outside. I looked out the window and saw the sun shining, I remembered 
it was close to 70 degrees and said, “um, it’s not snowing outside.” He 
said that it was to him and if he thought it was snowing, it was snowing. I 
was like, you need a straightjacket. 

• He was also the guy who believed there was no such thing as motion. 
When you moved, you bleeped in and out of reality. Think of a picture 
book that you flip through and that is what real life was all like. 

• And that is not the scary part of the story. The real scary part is that this 
guy was part of what is known as the “World Council of Churches.” 

 
It seems like the only absolute truth in our world is that there is no absolute 
truth (which is quite the paradox, think about that one for a while). 
 
Here’s another sign: Riches will make you happy. Have you ever watched an 
infomercial? I know you have. They come in all shapes and sizes. It might be 
a gizmo that will revolutionize your kitchen. It might be some gadget that will 
cut 10 strokes off your golf game. But my favorite one to watch (and honestly 
mock) is the one that says if you put this plan into action, you could make 
thousands of dollars a week while working just a few hours. 
 
Listen, if it’s too good to be true, it probably is! But it captures the heart of the 
normal person who says, “yes, I want to work less; I want to make more 
money; I want to take those sort of vacations; I want to have the new car.” 
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And usually the people who are on these shows have big smiles and say they 
have never been happier. 
 
This is our culture, the way of the world. But in that moment of real honesty, 
we all know that riches will never be what will satisfy us. With more money 
comes greed and trouble. As Solomon said in Proverbs 11:28, “He who trusts 
in riches will fall.” His life is an example of that. He was the richest man to 
ever live, had more stuff than any of us could ever imagine. And in the end, 
he said it was all just meaningless. 
 
As the masses of humanity head together down this path of the world, it is a 
rat race—an endless, self-defeating, pointless pursuit in life. I heard one 
preacher, Matt Chandler, refer to this as being stuck in the cul-da-sac of 
stupidity. The thought goes like this: chasing things that have never satisfied 
me. It is not that the riches have not satisfied me, but it’s that I haven’t had 
enough of them. That’s the issue. And so we keep chasing. And we keep 
getting disappointed. And so we chase harder and we get even more 
disappointed. Get it?  
 
This is the bulk of humanity on the wide road getting stuck on that road 
chasing riches that are never going to satisfy, but it always keeps telling me 
that it will! We have seen this all the way through the Sermon on the Mount. 
Jesus said that we are foolish to store up treasures on this earth. Why? 
Because they are going to be destroyed by moth or rust. O someone is going 
to break down our homes and steal it from us. It makes NO sense, but we just 
keep doing it with everything we have in this life. 
 
How about another sign, a really big one: Everyone eventually gets to heaven. 
Please understand this one point. The sign over this really wide road of the 
world doesn’t say, “hey, come this way if you want eternal destruction and 
damnation.” You do get that, right? It doesn’t say, “if you want misery for all 
eternity, come this way.” The sign over this road says, “this way to heaven 
and blessings forever.” 
 
Please listen very closely: this is the subtle message of those outside the 
church and often, many inside the church. This is the message of so-called 
Christian books like The Shack and more recently Love Wins by Rob Bell; the 
message says that there are many roads that can get you to heaven, In fact, 
don’t worry about it because God loves you so much that He will eventually 
get everyone there. It is the message of purgatory, that even if you are not 
good enough in this life, all you will have to do is pay for your sins for some 
time, but you will eventually make it. 
 
Hold on a second. It sounds good. I mean, who wants to worship and serve a 
God that sends people to eternal destruction. The only problem with this view 
and it’s a big problem. It’s Not What Jesus Says! We will talk more in a 
minute about the reality of heaven and hell and that they are real places where 
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real people go. But don’t miss what Jesus is saying in these 2 simple verses: 
The way of the world leads to destruction! 
 
Let me give just one last sign and it is very similar to the last one: You can 
earn your way to heaven. Throughout history, this may just be the biggest 
sign that has been posted over this very popular gate on the very popular road. 
It says, “You can do it! You can be good enough. If you just do these things 
and keep them religiously, you can make it to heaven on your own.” 
 
This is, the one major view that Jesus takes on in the gospels. In fact, it is 
what separates religion from Christianity. All religion says, “What must I do? 
How must I live? Do I have to read the Bible? Do I have to keep the 
commandments? How many times a day should I pray? Do I need to give my 
money to the church?” 
 
Look, these might all be good things. These might even be things that the 
Christian should be doing. But they will never be able to save you. They will 
never be able to bring about your justification. As we have seen over and over 
again in the Sermon on the Mount, it is not about what we can do. We can’t 
do it. We will never be good enough. We will never match our lives up to the 
standard of Jesus. That is why from the very beginning of the Sermon on the 
Mount, He says that if you want to be part of the Kingdom, you had better 
enter poor in Spirit. You enter broken and totally, completely dependent upon 
Him for all things. 
 
That’s the way of the world. That’s the way of the Wide Road. So what about 
the Narrow Road? Does it have any markers? As we stand there on the road 
looking at the crowds and see that narrow path, do we see any signs over that 
road? Yes, just one: Jesus is the only way! This is why I have called this A 
Life of Exclusivity.  
 
Jesus is the only way. He is your only chance. He is the only hope of anyone 
to be saved. It is not just a good story about God, like we need to have a 
relationship with God. That story is only fully understood when we say with 
confidence that our only hope of that relationship with God is when we have a 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
 John 14:6  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” 
 
No one comes to have a relationship with God apart from Jesus Christ. Not 
the well-intentioned Muslim. Not the good person who gives millions away to 
help poor and starving children in Africa. Not even the person in some remote 
village who has never heard of Him. Not the one who plays the Christian 
game in the good Bible-teaching church. Not the successful politician. Not the 
atheist who doesn’t believe God exists. And certainly not the pastor who 
writes good books about Jesus without knowing Him. NO ONE! 
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 Acts 4:12  “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 

name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 
saved.” 

 
No other name. I don’t know where you sit this morning with Jesus. I don’t 
know what road you are on. I don’t know what needs to happen in your life. I 
know God does. And I know that your only hope is Jesus Christ. As I was 
thinking about this, I began asking myself why the message of Christianity is 
so narrow. Why is it so exclusive? Why is it so different from all others? 
 
That answer comes in understanding mediation. We need a mediator between 
God and us. You see, God is holy; He is perfectly Holy. And we are sinful; 
we are sinfully sinful. I realize that some people get wrapped up in this whole 
sin problem. But I’ll tell you what. I read the autobiography of Jaycee Dugard 
last week, and even the hardest atheist knows something is wrong with people 
when someone like Phillip Garrido abducts, kidnaps, & rapes a little girl like 
that. Even the atheist at that moment acknowledges that something is wrong. 
 
No one ever taught their children to be selfish. It is natural to us. No one ever 
was taught how to lie, that just came with who you are. And here’s the 
problem. We are sinners and He is Holy—here is such a gap between us that 
we are unable to get to Him and He refuses to be in a relationship with anyone 
or anything that is not as perfectly holy as He is holy. 
 
Habakkuk 1:13 says “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil.” God takes this 
very seriously. Look, God knew you would be a mess up. He know you would 
struggle with that sin. He knew you would watch and listen to those things. 
Because of our problem & His holiness, He had to act. Do you want to know 
one of the greatest verses in the Bible: 
 
 Romans 5:8  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
Here is God’s plan. Ready? God knew that we could never make it on our 
own, so He had to come and do it. And so Jesus came to this earth, lived the 
perfect life, was killed the death of a criminal, and bore the wrath of God for 
those that will stop trusting in their own righteousness & give their lives to 
Him by faith. When that happens, He becomes the mediator between them 
and God they desperately need. 
 
 1 Timothy 2:5  “For there is one God, and one mediator also between 

God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 
 
That’s why Christianity is so exclusive. He did what no other person could 
ever do. He satisfied the wrath of God on our behalf and gave us His perfect 
righteousness so we could be in a relationship with Him. And the key to that 
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relationship? FAITH! But let me explain the nature of faith for you so that 
you don’t get this wrong. 
 
2. THE WIDE ROAD IS EASY TO ENTER, BUT THE NARROW ROAD IS 

DIFFICULT TO FIND. 
 
Do you see the wide road back in our passage? How do you get on the wide 
road? Let me tell you . . . you are born! When we are born, everyone 
automatically starts out on the wide road with every other person who has 
ever been born. 
 
That’s what’s meant when Jesus says “Enter through the narrow gate.” He 
never tells us to “enter through the wide gate” because we are already on it. 
Just be born and follow the crowds and you are there.  
 
But did you notice what Jesus says about the narrow road? How do you get on 
the narrow road? You enter the gate. The wording that Jesus uses here (aorist 
imperative) means that it is definite and specific action that is required. One 
commentator put it like this: 
 
“The command is not to admire or to ponder the gate but to enter it. Many 
people admire the principles of the Sermon on the Mount but never follow 
those principles. Many people respect and praise Jesus Christ but never 
receive Him as Lord and Savior. Because they never receive the King and 
never enter the kingdom, they are as much separated from the King and as 
much outside His kingdom as is the rankest atheist or most unethical pagan.”1 
 
But here’s the deal. It costs us nothing to enter. We have seen that. We bring 
nothing to the table. But that doesn’t mean coming to Jesus is easy. It doesn’t 
mean that it’s simple. I mean, what does Jesus say about the gate? Is it right 
out there in the open? No, Jesus says that there are only a few that find it. The 
very fact that only few FIND IT should point out to us that this is not an easy 
thing. It is free, but it is not easy. 
 
One day while Jesus was preaching the gospel, He had a guy come to Him 
and ask Him how to obtain eternal life. Jesus told Him to not trust in His 
riches, so go and sell everything and follow Him with His whole life. That 
man is traditionally known as the Rich Young Ruler. As the man leaves 
saddened because he was not willing to follow Jesus on those terms, Jesus 
turns to His disciples and says: 
 
 Matthew 19:23–26  “‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the ye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.’ When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, 

                                                
1 MacArthur, John. Matthew 1–7. (Chicago, IL: Moody, 1985), 452. 
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‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking at them Jesus said to them, ‘With 
people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’” 

 
Christians, can I beg of you to stop making following Jesus as if it is some 
easy decision that we make on a whim? It has become so easy to follow Jesus 
in our society. It has become just another decision we make in life. I will take 
a double cheeseburger combo, go ahead and supersize that with a Diet Coke; 
And oh, yea, I’ll become a Christian as well. 
 
That’s a joke of course, but that’s what we have made it. Come back next 
week, we will talk in the next section where I think Jesus knew this would be 
a problem because He says not only are there many people on that broad road, 
but there will be many on that day of judgment that think they are okay and 
they will get turned away from Jesus.  
 
Did you get that? Next week should be one of the scariest passages in the 
Scripture, that there are many who think everything is okay with their life. 
Maybe they think that because they said some prayer or walked some aisle or 
went to some camp or had some religious experience. And they are going to 
be shocked on the Day of Judgment. 
 
This will make some people upset, and I am prepared for the emails or phone 
calls (in fact, I would love to talk to you about this), but giving your life to 
Jesus is not just saying some words of some prayer or just asking Jesus into 
your heart. How did it ever become reduced to that? Phrases that aren’t even 
in the Bible. 
 
Even though we do nothing to gain eternal life, and we bring nothing to the 
table, this is what Jesus says is necessary to follow Him: 
 
 Mark 8:34–38  “And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and 

said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit 
his soul? For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

 
Deny Himself = A total surrender 
Take Up His Cross = a daily death 
 
Wherever, whenever, whatever 
 
Illustration: Jean Francois Gravalet 
• Several weeks ago, I used the illustration of Jean Gravalet, the most 

famous acrobat of the 1800’s. Remember Him? He was famous for 
crossing Niagara Falls on a tightrope some 1,100 feet long and 160 feet 
above the water. Before an amazed crowd, he pushed a wheelbarrow 
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across the falls while blindfolded. One time he stood on his head on the 
wire. Finally, he carried a man across Niagara Falls on his back. When he 
finally returned, he looked into the crowd and asked a man standing 
nearby, “Do you believe I could do that with you?” 

• The man answered, “of course, I’ve just seen you do it.” Then Gravalet 
said, “Hop on, I’ll carry you across.” The man called back, “Not on your 
life!” 

 
You see, we have made having faith in Jesus as some simple little thing. It’s 
not. Yes, it is faith, but it is giving your all for all that He is. And not many 
people are willing to give it all up for all that He is. That’s why not many find 
it. I believe, the wide road is filled with people, like quite possibly many of 
you, who have heard, seen, and been explained about the narrow road, but that 
kind of faith just seems a bit too invasive. And Jesus asks you, “what would 
you give in exchange for your soul?” 
 
3. THE WIDE ROAD LEADS TO HELL, BUT THE NARROW ROAD LEADS TO 

HEAVEN. 
 
This is what we are talking about. Your soul for eternity. Jesus is very clear so 
please listen closely. The wide road leads to destruction. This is a word that is 
often used of total ruin and loss. And once this road ends for you, it is over. 
One shot. One chance. This life is it. There is nothing in the Bible that give 
indications that once 100, 500, or 1000 years are up, there would be a second 
chance. The Bible talks about Eternity in Hell 
 
 Matthew 25:46—Eternal Punishment 
 Matthew 25:41—Eternal Fire 
 Isaiah 33:14—Consuming Fire & Continual Burnings 
 Matthew 3:12—Unquenchable Fire 
 Revelation 20:10—Torment day and night forever and ever 
 II Thessalonians 1:9—Eternal Destruction 
 
It will last forever! There will be no hope! 
 
But for those on the narrow road, we have heaven. Eternity with King Jesus. 
 
Conclusion: 
 


