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KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 17 

A LIFE OF GRACE 
Matthew 7:7–12  

 
 Matthew 7:7–12 [open] 
 
BIG IDEA:  AS CHRISTIANS, WE SHOULD LIVE DEPENDENTLY UPON THE 
LORD. BUT THAT DOES NOT MEAN WE LIVE PASSIVELY! 
 
Introduction: Solomon & the Great Wish 
• In 1 Kings 3, God comes to King Solomon and offers him a very special 

gift. He offers him 1 free wish. Think about that for a second . . . long 
before anyone conceived of the story of Aladdin & a Genie, we have God, 
the eternal God who has everything and owns everything and created 
everything coming to someone and telling them to ask anything and He 
would do it for them. 

• Have you ever thought about what you would have asked for? Come on 
now, be honest. Have you ever thought about if you could have anything 
or ask for anything, what would it be? 

 
Let’s just say that it is probably fortunate for us that God is not the genie we 
often treat Him as. Maybe in His grace and kindness, He doesn’t give us what 
we ask of Him because He knows it will not be good for us. He knows what 
we need and when we need it.  
 
He doesn’t always give us what we ask, but that doesn’t mean we should not 
continue to ask of Him. Yes, we know that our lives as Christians are to be 
lived completely and fully dependent upon Him in all that we do. But saying 
that doesn’t mean that we sit back, idly waiting for what He has for us. Listen 
very closely: He does desire for us and takes joy in us when we ask and 
petition Him for things in our life.  
 
Once again, it seems week after week, we are dealing with words of Jesus that 
are so very familiar. The Christian world has made a mint on sayings like we 
have this morning in vs. 7: “Ask & it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock and it will be opened to you.” These are rich words of Jesus and 
many have become rich off of them. 
 
Let me say at the beginning, let me gently correct one main error I have seen 
in how people have manipulated this statement. This is NOT a prescription for 
some sort of “name it, claim it” theology. This is not meant to be understood 
that if you need a new house, just keep asking and God will give it to you 
(although for us, we have been praying that, mostly because we don’t have 
one). It is not meant to be if you need a new car, go to the one who gives out 
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cars and He will take care of it and you will receive it. If you need (whatever, 
fill in the blank), then just ask and God will give it to you.  
 
There are so many in our world that has used this as a prescription to cure the 
ales of their physical poverty. Listen very closely to what I am saying so that 
nobody walks out of here misquoting me, okay? I am not saying that we 
should never pray for the physical things of life. But what I am saying is that 
fit into the context of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’ words here have 
NOTHING to do with a new car or house or anything physical. Let me break 
it down and show you what I mean.  
 
Vs. 7–8  Three commands with three promises for our lives. 
 
Ask = Just simply prayer. It is a word that is commonly used of one asking a 
superior for something. Obviously this assumes that there is some kind of 
need. No one asks for something that they don’t need. 
 
Seek = A sincere effort. It is prayer that is moved with action. Sometimes, 
let’s be honest, we find that prayer is just really difficult. It is hard work. But 
even more than that; let’s just say that you are praying that you would have a 
deeper understanding of the Bible, God’s Word for you. That prayer of asking 
must also be combined with a seeking heart of effort. 
 
Knock = Perseverance. It has the idea of continuing pounding on a closed 
door. Certainly this has the idea of praying over and over and over. But it is 
not like God wants you to use meaningless repetition in your prayers. He 
taught us that just a few chapters back. But He wants you to be persistent in 
your prayers to Him. 
 
This thought of persistence is even heightened by the fact that each of these 
commands are in the present tense. Here is your Greek Lesson for the day. 
What this means is that Jesus is literally saying “keep asking, keep seeking, 
keep knocking.” Keep coming to me and asking me for help. Do you get that? 
He is telling you to keep asking Him! It was a similar thing that He said to the 
nation of Israel back in the day. 
 
 Isaiah 62:6–7  “On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed 

watchmen; all day and all night they will never keep silent. You who 
remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves; and give Him no rest until 
He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 

 
Listen, this is God speaking and He is saying, “I will appoint some men to sit 
on the wall, that they will not be silent. They will give me no rest.” What God 
is saying is that they were to continually keep asking of Him, keep praying to 
Him that the nation of Israel, specifically the city of Jerusalem would be 
established once again! So, God is saying, “Bother me.” “Pester me.” “Keep 
asking me.” “Pursue Me.”  
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Do you pray like that? Now, don’t take that the way it was not to be taken. 
Don’t take that as if your prayers are bothersome to God, as if it is the parent 
that is up in the sky annoyed that their kid is asking again for that piece of 
candy! As if God is going to grant you your request because, honestly, He is 
just tired of you asking. NO, that’s not what God is saying. He is saying that 
He delights in the asking and continued asking by His people. So, are you 
pestering God? Are you pursuing God with your requests? Are you giving 
Him no rest? 
 
Think about that for a minute. What is it that you have prayed over and over 
for? Is there anything in your life that you have prayed and then given up 
praying for? Have you quit your prayer life or are you pestering God? 
 
You see, this is the pattern of the Scriptures, that prayer is so important that 
we should work hard and keep going in it. It is not going to be easy, that is 
why you have to seek after it. That’s why Paul is continually saying that we 
are to be “devoted to prayer.” “Pray without ceasing.” “Labor in our prayers.” 
 
He is saying that we are to be continuing in our prayer. That our prayer with 
the Lord, our conversation with the Lord is not something that we do in the 
morning or just before a meal at a restaurant so that people will think that we 
are “Christian.” But it is flowing from a heart that longs to be with the One 
who has all the answers. And so we pray! And we keep praying! And we keep 
begging! And we keep petitioning our Lord! Jesus’ half-brother said the same 
thing: 
 
 James 4:2  “You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are 

envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask.  

 
Your like, yep. Let’s keep asking. Let’s keep asking the Lord for that larger 
house. Let’s keep begging God for the new vehicle. Let’s keep asking God for 
those things—and I keep doing it and nothing is happening! Here’s the 
transition, ready? Fasten your seat belts. Here is what James says next and 
helps us even understand the words of Jesus: 
 
 James 4:3–4  “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong 

motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. You adulteresses, do 
you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?” 

 
Uh oh! Now, he has targeted our hearts. I guess it runs in the family, huh? 
Jesus targets our hearts and now James does as well. Yep, He says that we do 
keep asking and we do not receive because our motives have been wrong. So 
maybe the larger question is not whether we keep asking God, but what are 
we asking God for? What are we seeking after? What should we be knocking 
on the door to receive? What are our motives behind our asking?  
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Let me just ask you to think of the context of the Sermon on the Mount. Think 
of this as a sermon that was given in one setting. How would you read or 
interpret this statement? If we were to think of this command to keep asking 
God as falling on the heels of some other very difficult statements, will that 
help us understand what He means? Let me just start from where we have 
been and back our way up, okay? 
 
How About Our Judgmental Heart (7:1–6)—Anybody find that an easy word 
last week? Anybody find it easy to never judge the intents and motives of 
other people? Of course not, we find that extremely difficult because we are 
so tempted, as Jesus said, to focus on the errors and faults of others instead of 
our own sins. 
 
Ask, Seek, Knock = for a spirit that is able to judge righteously. Maybe it 
should be our desire to beg God that we would see clearly our own sin and be 
able to help others with grace and kindness. 
 
How About Our Heart of Worry (6:25–34)—Anyone ever find it difficult to 
completely be dependent upon the Lord and never worry about His provisions 
here on this earth? Anyone struggle with anxiety? Worry? Anyone find it 
difficult to seek His Kingdom and let go, allowing Him to take care of 
everything else?  
 
Ask, Seek, Knock = for a spirit that completely trusts Him in the day to day 
living of your life. 
 
How About Our Lure To Be Worldly (6:19–24)—Anyone ever struggle with 
the words of Jesus that we should never store up treasures on earth? Is it hard 
for anyone being pulled towards the things of the world? 
 
Ask, Seek, Knock = keep begging the Lord to give you a heart that loves the 
things of Heaven, to seek the things of heaven, to seek the things of God 
instead of the things of this world. 
 
How About Our Heart of Worship (6:16–18)—Do you find it hard to find 
your ultimate fulfillment and worship and love in the Lord and nothing else? 
Ask, Seek, Knock 
 
How About Our Heart of Generosity (6:1–4)—Anyone ever find it easier to 
be stingy with their money instead of generous? Who wouldn’t like that new 
gadget instead of giving to the Lord’s work or the building fund? And maybe 
you know that your heart should be different, but it is just so difficult. Ask, 
Seek, Knock! 
 
How About Loving Our Enemies (5:43–48)—Is it easy to love those that are 
your enemies? Those people who hate you and despise you and mock you, do 
you find it easy to extend love to them? Ask, Seek, Knock! 
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How About Extending Forgiveness (5:38–42)—In addition to loving your 
enemies, how about forgiving those people who take advantage of you? What 
about those that mock you for the sake of Christ? What about those that 
ridicule you, do you find it easy to give to them even more? Ask, Seek, 
Knock! 
 
How About Being Completely Honest (5:33–37)—Ever find it difficult to 
never stretch the truth just a little. To be completely honest with your kids? 
With your boss, on all those expense reports? With your spouse? Is it difficult 
to live with the “let your yes be yes?” Ask, Seek, Knock! 
 
How About Living A Life of Purity (5:27–32)—Is lust a difficult thing? You 
have committed that you would never commit adultery, but is it difficult to 
keep an eye of purity? Ask, Seek, Knock! 
 
How About Our Anger Toward Others (5:21–26)—Maybe you have never 
killed anyone, but have you been angry with them? Then Jesus says you are 
just as guilty. How’s that going for you? Ask, Seek, Knock! 
 
How About Our Evangelism In This World (5:13–20)—Are you the salt & 
light like you know you should be? Ask, Seek, Knock! 
 
Get the point? I am sure I have exhausted it by now. The point of the Sermon 
on the Mount is that you and I can’t do it! We can’t do these things on our 
own. We will see this again in a moment in vs. 12, but that’s the point of the 
cross. That’s the point of Jesus coming. I mean every time we see the cross, 
we need to say “that’s because I couldn’t do it on my own.” 
 
Our only response? Beg God! Petition Him! Ask of His help! Seek Him! 
Continually knock on that door! 
 
And the result? It will be given to you. You fill find it. It will be opened for 
you. The bottom line: prayer works. God gives us aid just at the right time. In 
vs. 8, we see a repetition of this great promise by God. For everyone who asks 
(that means you and you and you and you) receives. He who seeks finds and 
to him who knocks it will be opened. 
 
Prayer changes us; it is beneficial to our lives. It enriches who we are as a 
person. If we keep knocking on that door, we might just find ourselves 
responding right in our interaction with the world. God will hear our prayers 
of anger and lust that we are struggling with. He will open the door of honesty 
upon us. 
 
He will allow us to see and understand forgiveness and what it means to love 
our enemies. He will help us by granting a heart of generosity and seeing that 
this world is not all there is, that there is so much more. He will calm our 
anxious heart. He will give to us a heart that judges righteously. If we 
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continue to cry out to Him in all these things! He does answer prayer. He will 
open the door for you. 
 
Now, at this point, Jesus could have continued to state how loving and 
trustworthy the Father is to His children. But instead, He uses a very vivid 
illustration to point out to all of us that God does love His children and cares 
for us and will give us exactly what we need at the right time.  
 
Vs. 9–11  Jesus makes what is known as an a fortiori argument, meaning if 
it is true of the lesser, it will be true of the greater. Of course, the lesser in this 
illustration is the human father (or mother). 
 
Now, I like to have fun with my kids. Yesterday, I was running around our 
house with Anni, tickling and having lots of fun. We were having a blast. But 
if there was ever a time when she was really hungry, let’s say she hasn’t eaten 
in a few days and is really hungry, how funny would it be to her if I gave her 
a rock instead of bread to eat? 
 
Of course, that illustration might not translate to us, but what Jesus is talking 
about are flat stones by the shore of a lake that looked similar to their loaves 
of bread (remember, they would have been flat loaves of bread). They are 
really hungry, they see you with this flat looking thing, they think it is bread 
and when they hold it in their hand or you stick it in their mouth, they find out 
it is not bread but a rock. I’m thinking not too funny! 
 
Or the other illustration Jesus uses is that you really desire a fish, something 
else to eat. Instead of a fish, you give them a snake. Once again, not very 
funny! (plus, I really hate snakes!) 
 
And Jesus is saying “what man is there among you that is going to do this?” 
No parent, or at least should we say, no sensible parent, would trick their child 
in this way when they are in real need. Generally speaking, parents desire to 
give good gifts to their children. 
 
In vs. 11, Jesus drives home the point. Look, your evil. I am evil. We are all 
evil. We are all sinners. Listen, this morning, don’t miss this point. Jesus is 
acknowledging the point that mankind is sinful. That even though we are self-
centered individuals who do things mostly for ourselves, we still desire to 
give good gifts to our children. 
 
Can I just pause here and say a word about parenting. I wonder how many of 
us really care more about giving good gifts to our children than we do about 
giving ourselves to our children. I have seen this in so many people and have 
sensed it in my heart from time to time. The love for my kids is so strong that 
I want them to have more and more. 
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But my desire to get them more and more usually means that I spend less and 
less time with them. Can I just say that our kids probably want more of us and 
less of the gifts that we give? Some of you need to go home from work a little 
earlier, you need to get off the couch and go spend time with your kids. They 
need you! 
 
Let me illustrate it this way. Have you ever thought about the purpose of the 
gospel? Sometimes we think the benefit of our salvation and all that Jesus did 
on that cross is that we are saved from hell and get to spend eternity in 
heaven. Well, yes, sort of. But all of that, God did all of that for one particular 
reason. Do you want to know what the greatest benefit of the gospel is? It is 
God Himself! That in the Gospel, we get God! I will never forget the first 
time I heard this question posed to me: 
 
“If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever 
had on earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you 
ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical 
pleasures you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, 
could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ was not there?”1 
 
That is a really tough question that we must answer. Probably in the real 
spiritual moments, we say we wouldn’t want Heaven if Christ wasn’t there, 
but in reality we live (and we parent) as if the goal of heaven and training our 
kids for heaven is the good gifts and not Christ. Can I beg of you to give your 
kids YOURSELF and point them to JESUS? (and sign up for the parenting 
class)  
 
Back to vs. 11, Jesus knows that we are sinner. And His point is that if us, 
being sinners know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more so 
does our perfect Father in Heaven know what is good to give to those who ask 
of Him? And this brings us to our view of God. 
 
Do you view God as stingy, who is sitting in heaven and is annoyed by your 
questions and prayers for something? Or, do you view God as a loving Father 
who gives what is good to those that ask? 
 
Think about this: God will never give you the wrong thing. He might give you 
what you ask for, He might give you what you ask for 10 years from now. He 
might not ever give you what you ask for. But He will never give you what 
you don’t need or too much for you to handle. He will never find yourself in a 
temptation in which there is not a way of escape. He will never allow you to 
go through something that is too difficult for you to handle (with His help). 
Now we come to the capstone verse. 
 
Vs. 12  Here is another one of those verses that most everyone has heard 
about, probably even if you did not grow up in the church. The Golden Rule. 
                                                
1 Piper, John. God is the Gospel. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005), 15. 
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Jesus says that we should treat people the same way we want them to treat us. 
Maybe you have heard the Kid’s Version of the Golden Rule = “Do to others 
before they have a chance to do it to you.” 
 
That might be funny, but that’s not it. We are to treat people the way that we 
would want to be treated. It is another way to say what Jesus said in Matthew 
22:39, which is the second great commandment; “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” There is such a natural tendency to love ourselves 
(because of our sin nature). We naturally want to put ourselves as more 
important than anyone else. But we should turn that around and put that same 
love and emphasis upon others. 
 
This might surprise you, but Jesus wasn’t the first one to state a law like this. 
There were many people before Him that stated similar things. For instance, 
there are some statements that are attributed back to the Code of Hammurabi 
almost 1700 years before Jesus. Just about a hundred years before Jesus was 
born, there was a Jewish leader named Rabbi Hillel who said: “what is hateful 
to yourself, do to no other.”  
 
It is basically the same moral argument, except he focused on the negative. 
What you don’t want done to you, don’t do to others. You don’t like being hit 
in the face with a punch, then don’t punch others in the face. You don’t like 
people gossiping about you at work, then don’t gossip about them at work. 
You don’t like people cutting in front of you in line at the church picnic, then 
don’t cut in front of them. 
 
You see, it is phrased in the form of a negative. Don’t do something because 
you don’t want it done to you. Jesus phrases it in the positive. Do what you 
want to be done. You want people to prefer you in line and invite you right up 
to the front to get that first hamburger, then invite others up front. You want 
people to speak kindly about you and to you, then speak kindly to them and 
about them. You want someone to love you, then love them. 
 
Get the point? Be just and fair towards all people. It is really summarized by a 
life that puts everything and everyone as more important than yourself. It is a 
life of total humility. All the needs of others as more important than your 
needs. 
 
But it wasn’t just that people before Jesus said this; just about every world 
religion has a similar statement today. 
 
 The Bahai Faith says, “blessed is he who preferreth his brother before 

himself.” 
 Buddhism says, “hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find 

hurtful.” 
 Confucianism says, “never impose on others what you would not choose 

for yourself.” 
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 Hinduism says, “One should never do that to another which one regards 
as injurious to one’s own self.” 

 Islam says, “Seek for mankind that of which you are desirous for 
yourself, that you may be a believer.” 

 Taoism says, “Regard your neighbor’s gain as your own gain, and your 
neighbor’s loss as your own loss.” 

 
We could go on and on. This has become a moral code in our world. I would 
bet many parents who have no idea of Jesus or Christianity or any religion for 
that matter, have told their kids, “why did you do that to your brother or 
sister? Do you want them to do that to you?” I even came across a list from a 
website called “Zen Habits” (don’t worry, I don’t frequent this site) on 18 
practical tips so you can live the Golden Rule: 
 
1. Practice Empathy 
2. Practice Compassion 
3. Ask yourself: “How Would 

You Want To Be Treated?” 
4. Be Friendly 
5. Be Helpful 
6. Be Courteous in Traffic 
7. Listen to Others 
8. Overcome prejudice 
9. Stop criticism 

10. Don’t control others 
11. Be a child 
12. Send yourself a reminder 
13. Tie a string to your finger 
14. Post it on your wall or make 

it your home page 
15. Rise above retaliation 
16. Be the change 
17. Notice how it makes you feel 
18. Say a prayer 

 
Okay, there is a point to all of this. Let me get to it. Because as I read that list 
and as I contemplated that all major religions of the world say this similar 
thing, I was brought back to what makes Christianity and the words of Jesus 
so different from all of them! It’s the context of when & where Jesus said 
these words!  
 
Look back at vs. 12. Do you see that “Therefore.” What does that mean? It 
means that what just preceded this statement was the foundation for what He 
is going to say. What did He just say? He just said that we need to ask, seek, 
& knock in order to make it in life! 
 
Do you know what He is saying? This is so good. This is what makes His 
words so different from everyone else. We had better pray. We had better ask. 
We had better seek. We had better keep knocking. Why? Because this golden 
rule is impossible without His help! Look, we could make a list of 80 rules to 
help us follow the Golden Rule and it wouldn’t help. Sure, we might be able 
to better empathize with other people for some time, but it won’t change us.  
 
And the reason why it won’t change us is because the major problem we face 
is that which is inside of us. The problem is found in our heart! And so if we 
want to treat others the same way we want to be treated, we had better cry out, 
keep crying out, keep asking, keep knocking on that door for God to change 
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us! Our only hope is to live dependently on the Lord, not passively, but 
actively seeking Him out. One commentator put it like this: 
 
“Once again, therefore, Jesus’ laws lead us to see our sin and our need for 
grace. We simply cannot keep his law. We cannot stop judging others for their 
failings. We cannot keep even the simplest summary of his teaching: ‘Do to 
others what you would have them do to you.’ What then shall we do? We 
return to the first word in our passage. We must ask God for mercy to forgive 
and ask him to make us new. Then, Jesus says, it will be given to us. The Lord 
will give us his mercy, the forgiveness of our sins. The same Jesus who laid 
down all these laws also gave his life for those who would break them. He will 
give us his Spirit, so that we might see our neighbor with more of the eyes of 
Jesus, the eyes of love, and might serve that neighbor and serve our Lord.”2 
 
This then is really the difference, the heart of the difference between all 
religions and the words of Jesus. All religion asks the question: what should I 
do? Christianity asks the question: what has Jesus done? 
 
I don’t know where you are at this morning. My prayer is that you would stop 
doing it on your own. You will NEVER be able to do it. You will never be 
able to live the good life. You will never be able to get to heaven on your 
own. You will never be able to live the Golden Rule. Your ONLY hope is to 
give up your life and trust in what Jesus has done. And then to live the rest of 
your life completely dependent upon Him. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Doriani, Daniel M. Matthew, Volume 1: Chapters 1–13. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 2008), 290. 


