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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
June 19, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 14 

A LIFE OF SERVICE 
Matthew 6:19–24 

 
 Matthew 6:19–24 [open & read] 
 
One very simple point this morning. Well, actually it is just one question that 
I want to ask you: WHO DO YOU REALLY SERVE? The heart of the issue is 
found in vs. 24 when Jesus says these very powerful words: No one can serve 
two masters . . . you cannot love God and wealth! These are tough words, but 
in order to truly understand them, we need to build up to them.  
 
Vs. 19  I hope you have had the time to read The Treasure Principle by 
Randy Alcorn that we passed out a few weeks ago. If you did not get a copy, 
there are a few more left out on the table. This section in Matthew is his 
emphasis—let’s not waste our lives storing up treasures on earth that are not 
going to last. 
 
In fact, the wording Jesus uses here is really an imperative saying, “Stop 
doing it! Stop storing up your treasures on this earth. The time to stop doing 
what you are doing is now!” Why? Because it is the worst investment you can 
possibly make. 
 
Remember we have just been talking in the previous weeks about doing 
things to be noticed by men. What happens when we do these religious things 
to be noticed by men? We have our reward in full. Our reward is the slap on 
the back or the reputation by other people that we might be religious or 
something. When in reality, there is a greater option for us. There is a reward 
that our Father in heaven is waiting to give to us when we get there. 
 
Jesus really doesn’t have to tell us this, but it is a helpful reminder: treasures 
on this earth do not last! It makes no sense spending our life seeking to invest 
all our money and building up treasures that we know are not going to last. 
We can’t take them with us. They are going to fade away. In fact, Jesus tells 
us what is going to happen to them. 
 
Moth and rust are going to destroy them. Have you ever pulled out your 
favorite shirt and found it to have a hole in it? I have this green polo that I 
wear that I just love. I wore it yesterday. My wife hates this shirt. It has a hole 
in it, it is frayed along the collar. I know it is on it’s last leg, but I love it, it 
has been my favorite shirt for a long time. But I know the day is soon 
approaching that I will have to give this shirt up. 
 
I have a little rust growing on the side of my car. It wasn’t there while I was in 
Kansas, but since February it has appeared. I know that it could consume my 
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car. However, most people say that this word that is translated “rust” for us 
actually is a term used to eat away. It is usually used of rodents eating away a 
food supply. That is just gross and horrible and gives me the willies thinking 
about it. (I think I’m manly, but not if there is a rodent in the room). 
 
Things are destroyed and do not last forever. And if they are things that are 
not going to naturally be destroyed, there are valuables that are stolen. Have 
you ever had your house broken into? I have, when I was thirteen years old. 
We had the door in our house kicked in during the day and they took many 
things: microwave, TV, other electronics, several kitchen things, and several 
of my clothes! I have no idea why! 
 
Gone, just like that. When thieves do not break in and steal, our stuff can be 
taken from natural disasters. 
 
Illustration: Greensburg Tornado in 2007 
• We went to the town a few days after the tornado and helped clean up a 

house. We would find a few personal things among the mess, but 
everything was gone. 

• Have you seen the pictures of Japan after the Tsunami? Or Joplin after the 
Tornado? Just everything is gone. 

 
Jesus’ point is why would you want to invest everything you have in storing 
up treasures on this earth when it is so temporary. We all know it will end 
when we die, but it is often even more temporary than we think it is going to 
be.  
 
Now, it is very important to note that Jesus is not condemning personal 
wealth. Remember the key word that we have used all throughout the Sermon 
on the Mount? What does Jesus care about in us? It is our heart and our 
desires. He is not saying that we should not have a savings account or an 
emergency fund. He is not saying that we should sell everything we have and 
live homeless like He was. 
 
The Bible & history is littered with examples of people who would scream out 
to us that storing up treasures on earth is not a good idea: 
 
Take the example of Achan. In Joshua 6, the nation of Israel takes down the 
mighty city of Jericho. They were explicitly told not to take things from the 
city, even though they were probably very tempting. Only one man took 
some. We are told in his own words the lure of the treasures on earth had on 
him. 
 
 Joshua 7:21  “When I saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from 

Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in 
weight, then I coveted them and took them; and behold, they are 
concealed in the earth inside my tent with the silver underneath it.” 
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Sometimes when I read that account I think, what was he thinking? Did he 
think he wouldn’t get caught? It is like one of those things that you take 
knowing that you cannot ever show anyone. Did he think he would hide it for 
a year or so and then pull it out of hiding and use it and some friend of his 
isn’t going to ask where he got it? 
 
Storing up those treasures on earth cost him his life as well as his family’s life 
as well as 36 men of Israel who were killed in the battle of Ai? Think that 
worked out for him? 
 
Take the example of Solomon. We are told in 1 Kings 10:23 that Solomon 
became “greater than all the kings of the earth in riches.” He had more and 
did more than any of us can ever imagine. Someday, we will go through and 
study the book of Ecclesiastes. It is definitely one of my favorite books in the 
Bible. It is his memoirs of sorts. 
 
 Ecclesiastes 2:1–11 [open & read] 
 
 Ecclesiastes 5:10  “He who loves money will not be satisfied with 

money, nor he who loves abundance with its income.” 
 
 Ecclesiastes 5:13, 16  “There is a grievous evil which I have seen 

under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt . . . This is 
also a grievous evil—exactly as a man is born, thus will he die.” 

 
None of those things really brought happiness to him. It is like striving against 
the wind. You think you reach it when you have just one more, but you never 
will have enough if you are looking at storing up treasures in heaven. There 
are so many other examples that we could give of people in the Scriptures and 
in history that have attempted to store up treasures on earth and it has always 
been a bad decision. So what then? 
 
Illustration: JT at Dave & Busters 
• Let me brag on my youngest son, JT, for a minute. For his birthday at the 

end of May, we gave him an option. He could get a larger gift or he could 
enjoy doing something as a family. He chose the event with the family. 

• So, on Wednesday afternoon, we celebrated his birthday at D&B’s. Great 
time of playing games and we had told all the kids that JT would get all 
the tickets to buy something he wanted.  

• On Monday, he came to me and said, “Dad, I have a secret. When I 
collect all the tickets at D&B’s, I am going to buy Karsten & Anni 
anything they want first before buying me something.” 

 
Vs. 20  Instead of storing up treasures on earth, we should store them up in 
heaven! First, we need to note that Jesus is not saying that we earn a place in 
heaven by giving our stuff away or through purchasing a ticket to get there. It 
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is always and only by grace that we get to heaven. Remember the beginning 
of the Sermon on the Mount—we are poor beggars! We can never earn our 
way to heaven; it is only by God’s free grace through Jesus alone. 
 
Now, when I read this and studied this, there was one question that kept 
coming to my mind. What’s the treasure that we are investing in? And the 
interesting point is that we are never told. Yes, there are some other portions 
of the Bible that talk about crowns, but it seems to be much more than that. 
But for the most part, we are not told what the treasure is. 
 
I can only think of this: It is probably so much greater than we can think or 
imagine. If heaven is a place where gold is so common that it litters the roads, 
then what can this treasure be? But let me just say this: Yes, heaven is a 
physical place, but don’t think that you are exchanging a physical possession 
here for a physical possession there. It’s not like we are exchanging a large 
house here for a large house there. 
 
I’m not for sure exactly what the treasure is, but I do know that it is something 
that cannot be taken away. It can neither be destroyed by moth or rust and 
cannot be stolen by thieves. They are eternal treasures. That’s why Randy 
Alcorn in his book says that we should not be looking for an investment that 
is 10 years from now, but 10 billion years from now. We are to live for the 
line, not the dot! 
 
 1 Timothy 6:17–19  “Instruct those who are rich in this present world 

not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing 
up for themselves treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of that which is life indeed.” 

 
How are we to do it? How do you store up treasures in heaven? You take the 
physical things that God has blessed you with in this earth and you use them 
for kingdom purposes. You use them to make an impact that will last forever.  
 
 Use your money for God’s work and God’s people 
 Use your vacation time to encourage others instead of just living for 

yourself (I’m not saying it is wrong to go on vacation) 
 Use your job as a mission field 
 Use your time for kingdom work 
 Use your home to impact people for the name of Jesus 
 Use your kids sporting events to build relationships that glorify Jesus 
 Use your time with people to live righteously before them, showing them 

the gospel has made a difference in your life 
 Use your opportunities when you are offended to forgive them and show 

them Jesus & the purpose of the cross 
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Store up treasures in heaven! Stop storing up treasures on earth, invest in 
eternity! Another way to say it is this: stop living for yourself and find a 
higher purpose for all the stuff you have. Why? Because the way we live can 
be a mirror to what is really going on in our life! 
 
Vs. 21  What you strive for in life shows exactly what is in your heart. 
Whatever you put as your treasure, your life will become and pursue. 
 
If your treasure if power, then you will pursue a life of jobs, titles, and 
positions of authority. If your treasure is stuff, then you will accumulate more 
and more physical things and cars and houses and so on. You will become 
like one of those people on Buried Alive, the tales of hoarders. 
 
If your treasure is pleasure, then you will seek self-indulgence. If your 
treasure is Jesus, then you will seek to invest into His things. So, here’s the 
question: What’s your treasure? How can you tell? What are you seeking after 
in life? If you really want to know what your treasure is, sit down and look at 
your finances for the past year—what have you sacrificed for? I’m not talking 
about giving out of abundance, but what have you sacrificed for? That will 
tell you your treasure. 
 
Vs. 22–23  It seems awkward at this point that Jesus moves into some crazy 
illustration about the eye & the body and lamps, lights, and darkness. But in 
reality, He is trying to drive home his point by using a metaphor for our 
pursuits in life. 
 
I want you to picture a room that has brand new windows, nice big ones. It is 
a beautiful bright sunny day (I know, imagine it with me). As the sun shines, 
it shines bright and clean into the room, lighting up the entire room. Now, 
picture a room that is old and decrepit and the windows are old with cobwebs 
all over them. There is a build-up of dirt and grime on the windows so that as 
the sun shines, the room is dingy & dark and not clean. 
 
The amount of light and quality of light in the room depends on the condition 
of the window that allows the light to come in, right? The same is true of our 
spiritual condition. 
 
Now the key to this metaphor is found in understanding the word for clear (or 
NIV says clean, KJV says single). It is a word that often was used of those 
who lived their lives with generosity. Conversely, the eye being bad was often 
an illustration of those who were greedy with their stuff.  
 
 Proverbs 28:22  “A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth and does 

not know that want will come upon him.” 
 
 Deuteronomy 15:9  “Beware that there is no base thought in your 

heart, saying, ‘The seventh year, the year of remission, is near’ and your 
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eye is hostile toward your poor brother, and you give him nothing; then 
he may cry to the Lord against you, and it will be a sin in you. 

 
I think this is exactly what Jesus is talking about. If you walk around with an 
eye towards generosity, then it changes everything about you. Your body and 
your life is completely different than if you walk around with an eye towards 
greediness and the accumulation of your own stuff. 
 
Materialism clouds your vision for life! He is using this metaphor as a way to 
examine yourself! How do I view my possessions, through a lens of 
generosity or a lens of greed? What are my motivations? That will impact the 
way I view all my material things and ultimately show me who I am really 
serving as my master. On the heels of this, Jesus gets to  
 
Vs. 24  Look, no one that I know of sets out to serve their possessions. But 
there is a very unique quality about our stuff. It is so easy to get lured in to a 
mentality so that that which once was supposed to serve us now becomes our 
master! It is truly a tragic reversal of fortune! 
 
For instance: I gave this illustration last week, but technology. All of this 
really cool technology has been created in order to serve us, but I find myself 
answering the beckoning call of it at all hours of the day. It hit me when I was 
reading that book we passed out last week to the graduates and my phone kept 
alerting me that I had more email. Do I put down the book because I have 
been summoned by that thing that is supposed to serve me when in reality I 
am serving it? 
 
Illustration: Recent survey of people under 25 about technology1 
• 78% of people say they check their Facebook/Twitter status during the 

night in bed anytime they wake up, or the 1st thing in the morning before 
doing anything else. 

• 22% of people do not mind being interrupted with an electronic message 
during a meeting 

• 49% during a meal 
• 11% during sex 
• 24% while using the restroom 
• Only 33% don’t like interruptions. 
 
Maybe technology isn’t your thing, but there are so many other things we 
could talk about: House, Kid’s Sports, Hobbies—all these things and many 
more fight for our time and attention. And if we walk around with our hearts 
desire for the accumulation of more stuff or our eyes looking at greed instead 
of generosity, then our stuff has become our god! 
 

                                                
1 http://www.retrevo.com/content/blog/2010/03/social-media-new-addiction%3F 
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And the main point of our passage this morning is this: You & I & everyone 
else in this world—nobody can serve two masters. Oh, we think that we can. 
We think that we can live in this world, serving this world, putting ourselves 
before our idols, and then show up to church and turn on the light switch of 
worship to God as if there is no problem. The only problem is that we are told 
it can’t happen. Look down at vs. 24 for a second . . . do you see at the very 
end of the passage? We are told that we “cannot serve God and wealth.” Let’s 
not just think about green money; let’s think in the terms of stuff, possessions, 
and things like that. 
 
That term for “cannot” means it is impossible. It just can’t be done. We tend 
to think that we can play the game like the Israelites played the game during 
the time of the kings. What did they do? They continually served other gods 
and tried to hang on to the worship of their God. They didn’t give up 
worshipping their God, they just added some other gods into the mix. Right 
before one king came into power, the greatest king Judah ever had 
(Hezekiah), we are told what the people did. 
 
 2 Kings 17:41  “So while these nations feared the Lord, they also 

served their idols; their children likewise and their grandchildren, as 
their fathers did, so they do to this day.” 

 
They did it because their parents did it & their grandparents did it. And guess 
what, their kids will do it as well. Yes, it will get worse and yes, the game will 
change, but it’s played in the same ballpark of idolatry in which we played. 
Maybe they will worship some things in the world that will absolutely shock 
us, but the fact that they worship something other than God shouldn’t, 
because we have modeled it for them. 
 
No one can serve two masters—we will either hate the one and love the other 
or we will be devoted to the one and despise the other. Don’t fool yourself. It 
is the consistent message of the Scriptures that our watered down gospel 
message preached in America doesn’t want us to hear. Jesus is not just an 
option among many others to be worshipped! He is the ONLY option! 
 
The funny thing is that money or possessions are polygamists. They don’t 
care if you try to worship other things as long as they are included. But the 
problem is that Jesus isn’t a polygamist. He is an exclusivist. He says, you 
must give yourself fully to me or else you are not giving yourself to me at all. 
 
This might seem strong to you, but do you see that word “serve” in vs. 24? Do 
you know that it is a verb form of doulos, which we often translate servant, 
but in reality should be thought of as slave? You can see it in the context, 
can’t you? No one can serve (or be a slave to) two what? Masters! The very 
fact that there is a master means there is a submission issue being talked about 
here. You cannot fully give yourself to one and another at the same time. 
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Either you are fully devoted to one or the other, or you are half-way devoted 
to both. 
 
My guess is there are a lot of fans of Jesus in our churches, but less followers 
of Jesus. Jesus doesn’t want you to be His fan. He wants you to be His 
follower. He wants you to be willing to abandon all other things that will 
compete with Him. Jesus doesn’t want half-hearted followers. He wants full-
fledged followers who are giving themselves to Him as His slave or servant! 
So, let me ask you again? Who are you really going to serve? Want some 
more proof? His closest disciple, the apostle John said this: 
 
 1 John 2:15–16  “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.” 

 
“‘You cannot serve both God and Money,’ says Jesus. We like to think we 
can; we are great compromisers. Or we think we are serving God by making 
money. True, we can use our money to serve God. Some do. But if our hearts 
are set on our possessions, which is probably an accurate description of most 
of us, we are not actually serving God whatever we may suppose we are 
doing.”2 
 
So, who are you really serving? Let me just drive it home one more step. 
 
 Mark 8:34–37  “And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and 

said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit 
his soul? For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

 
I have always loved that last question: What would you give in exchange for 
your soul? Would you give up all your pursuits of the things of the world and 
serve Jesus alone instead of being a polygamist serving many idols + Jesus? 
 
Who do you really serve? Maybe you need to go home and have a “come to 
Jesus meeting with Him?” 
 
Conclusion: The Farmer That Represents Us 
• Martyn Lloyd-Jones tells the story of a farmer that so represents us. One 

day, he happily reported to his wife that his best cow had given birth to 
twin calves, one red and one white. He said, “I have been led to give one 
of the calves to the Lord. We will raise them together and when the time 

                                                
2 Boice, James Montgomery. The Gospel of Matthew, Volume 1. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2001), 105. 
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so comes to sell them, we will keep the money from one calf and give the 
money from the other calf to the Lord.” 

• His wife asked which one he was going to dedicate to the Lord, but he 
answered there was no need to decide that now since he was going to treat 
them the same. 

• Several months later, he came into the house looking very sad. He looked 
at his wife and said, “I have bad news, the Lord’s calf is dead.” She 
answered, “But you had not decided which was to be the Lord’s calf.” 

• “Oh yes,” he said, “I had always determined that it was to be the white 
one, and it is the white one that has died.” 

• His point—it is sadly true of us, that it always seems to be the Lord’s calf 
that dies! 

 
 
 
 


