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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
May 22, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 10 

A LIFE OF GENEROSITY 
Matthew 6:1–4 

 
Introduction: Things we do to be noticed by others. 
• Yesterday was a big day for us, well, not really, but because I am so 

romantic it meant a lot. Yesterday was the 14th anniversary of my first 
date with Monique. With that thought, it made me do some thinking about 
first dates. I can honestly say, I am so glad I am on this side of that . . . 

• Do you remember the first date you might have had with your spouse? 
When it comes to first dates, do you think there is any chance that you 
happened to act differently than you normally do? For instance: 

o Ladies—do you think you didn’t eat as much as you normally do 
because, well, just because. Do you think you spent a little extra 
time doing the hair, picking out what you were going to wear, 
thinking about what you were going to talk about, well, just 
because you wanted to impress. 

o Men—do you think you didn’t quite make the noises you do 
today, well, because you wanted them to like you? Or do you 
think that you planned things out just a little bit more because you 
wanted to make that first impression? 

• This leads me to this: Often, we do things only because other people are 
watching what we are doing. Often times, the eyes of other people are so 
important to us, that we act as different people than we really are. Often 
times, the things that we do are done so that we will get an “atta boy” or 
“way to go” from someone we love or the applause of the crowd that we 
want reassurance from. Sometimes we act like we do because of the show 
that we are putting on.  

 
This morning as we continue our series in the Sermon on the Mount, we are 
going to look at the dangers of living our life for the show of others. And thins 
morning, particularly, we are going to deal with our use of money before 
others. BIG IDEA: OUR MOTIVATION FOR BEING GENEROUS WITH OUR 
MONEY SHOULD BE OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, NOT OTHERS OR EVEN 
OURSELVES! Let us set up what we will be talking about in regards to money 
with the introduction Jesus gives us in vs. 1. 
 
Vs. 1  Jesus is warning us to watch our motives for righteous living. 
Beware of doing things with the intent that people will see what we are doing 
and like us because of what we have done. Now, Jesus is not contradicting 
what He said back in Matthew 5:16, when He said  
 
 Matthew 5:16  “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
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Of course, we want others to see our good works, our deeds or righteousness 
for the sake of Jesus. But we want them to see them so that God gets the 
glory, not us getting the glory. What Jesus is talking about here is doing it so 
that we get a little bit of the glory. Look, I know as well as you do, we can 
saw that we want all the glory to go to Jesus, but we kind of like a little bit for 
ourselves. 
 
Of course, the perfect example that Jesus uses of this type of righteous living 
before others for the sake of others are the Pharisees that Jesus continually 
condemned as hypocrites. 
 
 Matthew 23:5–7  “But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for 

they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their garments. 
They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the 
synagogues and respectful greetings in the market places, and being 
called Rabbi by men.” 

 
The phylacteries were little wooden boxes they would put on their forehead & 
hands because they thought that was the best way to follow the command by 
God in the OT to keep the Law written on their hands and foreheads 
(Deuteronomy 6). Inside the little boxes would be copies of Scriptures. Now 
God meant that command to be symbolic, but what they would do would be to 
broaden them, to make them bigger and bigger literally. Why? Because the 
larger the phylactery, the more Scripture must be in them which means greater 
devotion to God. 
 
They wanted to be seen as spiritual before other people. They wanted the 
public praise. They wanted people to walk around saying, “wow, look at how 
big their phylactery is, they must be really spiritual.” They wanted the public 
personae. And this went to the tassels at the end of their garments as well. The 
longer the tassel, the more devoted to God they were assumed to be. So they 
would make them longer and longer. 
 
Get the point? They wanted to be noticed by other people. Now, look down at 
Matthew 6:1 again, the second half of that verse shows why we should not 
seek to do things with the motivation to be noticed by other people. The 
reason is that if we do them to be noticed by others, then we have no reward 
in heaven by our Father. This raises the question: Who do you want to reward 
you for your righteous acts? The Almighty Creator of the Universe who is 
your Father or the people you are sitting next to this morning? 
 
Seriously, think about that for a minute. Who do you want to reward you? The 
One who created all that is or the person who can’t eat a meal without getting 
it all over their shirt? Know what I mean? Do you want the One who knows 
all things, hidden or public; or the one who can’t remember what they ate for 
dinner last night? 
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This concept of doing things to be rewarded by our Father in heaven and not 
by those on this earth is going to be the framework that we will use for the 
next several weeks. Jesus gives three different acts of righteousness that is 
often noticeable before men. These are Christian things that are often done, 
actually need to be done, but they come with some particular dangers. 
Particularly the dangers of hypocrisy! 
 
Vs. 2–4  Jesus talks about our giving of money 
Vs. 5–14  Jesus talks about our prayer lives 
Vs. 16–18  Jesus talks about fasting 
 
This week, we want to talk about the issue of our money! Remember, OUR 
MOTIVATION FOR BEING GENEROUS WITH OUR MONEY SHOULD BE OUR 
FATHER IN HEAVEN, NOT OTHERS OR EVEN OURSELVES! 
 
Vs. 2  I want you to notice first off, when Jesus talks about giving to the 
poor, or we could say, charitable giving. Jesus is not just talking about helping 
the man with the golden voice or the person who begs on the sidewalk when 
you make it downtown Cleveland. He is talking about charitable giving. 
Helping those that need to be helped. 
 
But the more important thing is that Jesus assumes that those who are part of 
the Kingdom will be generous givers. He never says “if” you give, but 
“when” you give. So when we talk about doing this thing to be noticed by 
others, our response cannot be: “Well, I will take care of that, I just won’t 
give. There we go, done, let’s move on to the next one.” 
 
No, we are to be charitable with our money. For the Israelite, all throughout 
the OT, they were required to be generous with the funds and things the Lord 
had given to them. Giving was one of the characteristics of the righteous. And 
it is one thing that is often assumed people know and understand in the life of 
the church. But I think we will make a mistake if we assume people give in 
the church these days. I will not assume because I have been around for a 
while, maybe not in this church, but in churches in general. I have read the 
books and articles about giving. And the statistics say that most American 
Christians are not generous givers! 
 
Illustration:  Passing the Plate1 by Christian Smith 
• In 2008, Christian Smith, a sociologist, set out to study the giving habits 

of American Christians. His results were published in a book entitled 
Passing the Plate: Why American Christians Don’t Give Away More 
Money. Here are some of his general findings: 

• Fact #1: At least one out of five American Christians—20% of all US 
Christians—gives literally nothing to church, para-church, or 

                                                
1 Smith, Christian and Emerson, Michael O.  Passing the Plate: Why American Christians Don’t Give 
Away More Money.  (New York, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 29-51. 
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nonreligious charities. (by the way, 50% of non-religious people give 
nothing, meaning that we are only 30% better than the non-religious. 
Worse than that, 9% of non-Christian religious people—Jews, Mormons, 
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists—give no money) 

• Fact #2: The vast majority of American Christians give very little to 
church, para-church, or nonreligious charities. (Those that do give, give 
between 2 & 3 percent.) 

• Fact #3: American Christian do not give their dollars evenly among 
themselves, but, rather, a small minority of generous givers among them 
contributes most of the total Christian dollars given. There are few people 
that give lots and lots of money, the minority make up for the majority 

• Fact #4: Higher income earning American Christians—like Americans 
generally—give little to no more money as a percentage of household 
income than lower income earning Christians. That means that as they 
increased their wealth, their percentage stayed the same, they gave more 
money, but they were living off more money as well. 

• Fact #5: Despite a massive growth of real per capita income over the 
twentieth century, the average percentage share of income given by 
American Christians not only did not grow in proportion but actually 
declined slightly during this time period. While people make more money 
and have more discretionary income now than they ever have, they give 
less. 

 
His conclusion at the end of his chapter entitled “Failed Generosity” is: 
 
“First, American Christians appear to posses the financial resources to give 
generously if they so desired. Second, nearly every tradition in American 
Christianity explicitly teaches its followers to give liberally, if not to tithe 10 
percent of income . . . Third . . . generous financial giving promises to help 
achieve so many things that American Christians profess to desire to 
accomplish, and to achieve them through means consistent with their core 
values and standards. Here, then, is the confounding riddle: why, in light of 
these three points, do Christians in the United States not give away their 
money much more generously than they do?”2 
 
That’s a good question? As I read that, I wondered whether Jesus, if writing 
this today, would say “If you give charitably . . .” I don’t think He would 
because I think He would still assume that we SHOULD be giving, but maybe 
He would give more information about our giving than He did. But honestly, 
I’m not sure He could have. 
 
Did you know that Jesus talked more about money than heaven & hell 
combined? Did you know that 15% of all the recorded words of Jesus that we 
have in the gospels have to do with our money & possessions? Did you know 
there is approximately 2,350 verses in the Bible that talk about money, more 

                                                
2 Smith, 55–6. 
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than faith and prayer combined? Then, as Smith asks, why if God has 
communicated to us so much about money & giving; why don’t we give more 
of our money away? Could it be that the reason why we do not give away our 
money with more generosity is that we are too busy wasting money on things 
that really do not matter? 
 
Illustration: Wasted Spending of Money3 
• In 2005, Americans spent 27.9 billion on candy 
• In 2004, American spent 92.9 billion on refreshment beverages such as 

soda and bottled water 
• In 2005, Americans spent 59.4 billion on jewelry and watches 
• In 2000, Americans spent 36.4 billion on pets & toys 
• In 2000, Americans spent 203.7 billion on entertainment products and 

services 
• In 2004, Americans spent 288.7 billion on domestic travel and tourism 
• In 2005, Americans spent 24.1 billion on DVD’s 
• In 2004, Americans spent $29.7 billion in sporting goods stores 
 
Smith continues: “Generally, between 1959 and 2000, while the financial 
giving by American Christians was declining, the personal consumption 
expenditures of Americans increased for eating out in restaurants, toys, sports 
supplies, live entertainments, foreign and domestic travel by U.S. residents, 
lottery tickets, casino gambling, photography, sports and recreation camps, 
and other entertainment expenses.”4 
 
And to this, Jesus says, “When you give . . .” Listen, I know this can be a very 
sensitive subject, but Jesus assumes that those who are part of the Kingdom, if 
He has done something in your life, that you would be a giver. Let me expand 
on this point just for a few minutes because it has been my experience that 
while Jesus assumes people will give, many in church leadership assume as 
well. The only problem is that in Jesus’ day, they were taught extensively on 
this issue while in our day, it is hardly ever mentioned.  
 
Most people have heard of a tithe when it comes to giving. A tithe literally 
means “a tenth.” That is where we get the understanding or comprehension 
that to tithe means to give 10%. The origin of the concept of the tithe appears 
in the Bible even before Moses gave the law. 
 
The first mention of a tithe is found in Genesis 14:20, when Abraham gave 
Melchizedek 10% of all he had. Many years later, while Joseph was in Egypt 
before the great famine, he advised that the people should give 20% of all 
they had for the years of prosperity so that they would be covered when the 
land was in famine. This double tithe functioned almost like a tax on the 

                                                
3 Smith, 62–3. 
4 Smith, 63. 
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people, but they willingly gave it so that they would be taken care of during 
the famine years. 
 
Then Moses came and was given the Law by the Lord and the concept of a 
tithe was clearly taught. The tithe was something that the people were to take 
seriously, and they did. 
 
 Leviticus 27:30, 32  “30 'Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the 

land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S; it is holy to the LORD . . . 32 
'For every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the 
tenth one shall be holy to the LORD.” 

 
Illustration:  1 out of every 10 cows were given to the Lord 
 
This stood as a good principle for the people of Israel that whatever God had 
created, whatever He had given to them, they were to give back to Him 10% 
of it. The consumption of that which was not tithed was not allowed until the 
tithe was given.   
 
But in actuality, there were three different tithes mentioned in the Law. The 
first tithe was known as the Temple Tithe, which functioned as a means to 
support the priests or Levites (Numbers 18:21, 24). The second tithe was 
given to support sacred festivals (Deuteronomy 14:23). This was to be taken 
to eat at the special festivals they celebrated. The third tithe was given only 
every 3rd year and the purpose of it was to support orphans, widows, and the 
poor (Deuteronomy 26:12–13). 
 
Now, in addition to these tithes, the people were called upon to give other 
offerings, special times of giving called the Sabbatical Year (Exodus 23:10–
11 & Deuteronomy 15). That was, at the end of every 7th year, they were to 
forgive the debts that were owed to them, and they were not to harvest their 
land as they normally did so that the poor could use it. 
 
So, while we think of a tithe as being that they gave 10% of all they had to the 
Lord every year; that is partially true and untrue. They gave a tithe, but 
because there were several of them and some of them being every 3rd year or 
every 7th year, it is difficult to calculate. Those who are much smarter than 
myself, have said that the average Israelite would tithe about 20-25% every 
year with up to 35-38% every 3rd year! 
 
At other portions of the Scriptures, the tithe is referred to as the First Fruits. In 
Proverbs 3:9, we are told to “Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the 
first of all your produce.” The point is that before anything else is given, the 
Lord is acknowledged as the one who blessed you with that thing. 
 
Why a tithe? Why did God design this system? Because it was to be a method 
of training for the people that God was the owner of all things; that it was to 
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be a prod in their hearts that God was the rightful owner. Some have 
suggested that they did not give the tithe, but that they repaid it—to the 
rightful owner. In fact, there was a stated purpose for the tithe. 
 
 Deuteronomy 14:23  “23 . . . the tithe of your grain, your new wine, 

your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and your flock, so that you may 
learn to fear the LORD your God always.” 

 
And as it is today, people did not tithe as were commanded to. When that 
happened, they were called thieves. They were accused of stealing from God 
what was rightfully due to Him. 
 
 Malachi 3:8–9  “8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But 

you say, 'How have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings. 9 "You are 
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you 

 
That is the tithe, which leads to a natural question: Are we to tithe as part of 
the church today? Is this our standard? Is this what Jesus is talking about 
when He assumes that we would be generous with our money? Many people 
debate this at length. 
 
But remember what we have been dealing with in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Jesus is taking these external rules and regulations and saying, “Listen, I want 
your heart! It is not just about what you do, but your heart in the doing.” 
When trying to answer this question, I always go back to this: Would God 
expect us in the NT to give less, the same, or more than He did for those 
covenant people in the OT?  
 
Yes, 2 Corinthians 9:7 says that we should give not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, but with joy in our heart. Some take this to mean that we should 
only give as we feel led to give. The only problem is that the American view 
is obviously that we are not felt led to give. We are more prosperous than we 
have ever been and yet we give less than we have ever given. Let me 
illustrate. 
 
 The average church donor contributed a mean of $649 in 2000, which is 

about $12 a week! 
 Since 1975, total charitable giving by Americans has run between 1.6 & 

2.1 % of income. 
 Those who attend weekly church services give 3.4 % of income annually, 

where those who do not attend church give 1.1 to 1.4 %. 
 Giving by North American churchgoers was higher during the Great 

Depression (3.3 percent of per capita income in 1933) than it was after a 
half-century of unprecedented prosperity (2.5 percent in 2004). 

 9% of American “born-again” adults gave 10% in 2004. 
 25% of American Protestants give no money away (not even a token $5)  
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 Christianity Today Article—the most generous givers are the lowest 
income earners. Americans who earn less than 10K gave 2.3% of their 
income. Those who earn 70K gave only 1.2% 

 
The statistics can keep going and they are troubling. One interesting chart I 
found compared 1950’s with the 2000’s. 
 

 1950’s 2000’s 
Median Family Income $3,319 $52,275 
Median Home Price $11,000 $195,700 
Savings Rate 12% 3% 
Average Charitable Giving 6% 2.6% 
 
If we were simply pragmatic, we would conclude that Christians view the NT 
teaching on giving as less important than the OT teaching on tithing. We 
would view that if Jesus were here today, He would need to not assume that 
we are givers, don’t you think?  
 
“I have mixed feelings on tithing, I detest legalism. I certainly don’t want to 
pour new wine into old wineskins, imposing superseded first covenant 
restrictions on Christians. However, the fact is that every New Testament 
example of giving goes beyond the tithe. This means that none falls short of 
it.”5 
 
Randy Alcorn has said that tithing is like training wheels for generous giving! 
It is the place to start, not end. Can tithing be legalistic? Yes, in the same way 
church attendance can be legalistic. In the same way as reading the Bible or 
praying can be legalistic. If you think that it brings you some form of 
righteousness that will help you enter heaven, then NO it is not a good idea. If 
you think that you are simply starting to be faithful and give back to God what 
is rightfully His, then YES it is a good idea! 
 
Some have said, how in the world could I live if I gave away 10% of what I 
make. I have heard Dave Ramsey say before that if you cannot live on 90%, 
you cannot live on 100% of your income. This is why budgeting and living by 
a budget is so important for all people. I once was teaching a class on 
financial principles and stewardship and I had a lady come to me asking 
whether she should take the class. She said, “Isn’t that just for those people 
that don’t make much money?” NO, it is for all people. 
 
Well, I think we have belabored this point long enough seeing that we are just 
two words into vs. 2. Look back at Matthew 5, what is Jesus’ point? When we 
do give, we are not to do it in order to receive attention from other people. He 
uses this illustration of blowing a trumpet when you give. 
 

                                                
5 Alcorn, Randy. Money, Possessions, and Eternity. (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2003), 181. 
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Literally, there is some evidence that there were times in the Temple when it 
was the time to give, there would be a trumpet sound and one by one people 
would go forward and give. This was probably what was going on in Mark 12 
and the story of the widow’s mite. People were going forward and putting 
money in, one after the other. The trumpet was like the offertory! 
 
But I think what Jesus is meaning here is basically blowing your own horn in 
announcement that you are going to give. Can you imagine what would 
happen if you were in a 3rd world country and you walked down the street 
with a loud speaker proclaiming that you had money to give away? It would 
be mayhem.  
 
And Jesus is saying that they did this because they wanted to be honored by 
men. They did it so that they could be patted on the back. They did this so that 
people would look at them with awe—“wow, you are so generous. I can’t 
believe you did that.” 
 
If that is how you give, Jesus says you have your reward in full. I find it 
interesting that they have a reward, but it’s an earthly reward. Their reward is 
the slap on the back, the smile of their friend, the building with their name on 
it, the applause of the crowd . . . their reward is the response of the people.  
 
“The truth is, they were not giving but buying, and they got what they paid 
for. It is possible to be the most generous Christian around, both in the 
amount and proportion you give, and yet have no reward except what you 
immediately receive.”6 
 
Look, this is why we are not going to sell bricks for the new building: I know 
some people do that or I should say, some churches do that. We are not going 
to build a Ministry Center and name it “Smith Ministry Center” (sorry to any 
of you Smith’s). We are not asking you to give so that we can put a nameplate 
on something or even stickers with your names on them. 
 
There was one church a friend of mine was at that they even put on the CD 
player that was donated to a children’s classroom the name of the couple that 
donated it to them. And what Jesus is saying is that if that is your motivation, 
congratulations, you have a reward. Your reward is that sticker. It is that 
applause. I hope you enjoy it! 
 
We should not seek the applause of others when we give, but we also should 
not seek to gain praise from ourselves when we give.  
 
Vs. 3–4  Most people are going to be right-handed, as we saw when Jesus 
talked about getting hit in the right cheek. So when you extend your hand to 
give, do so in such a way that your left hand doesn’t even know what is going 
                                                
6 Hughes, R. Kent. The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2001), 147. 
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on. His point? Don’t make your giving a big deal, not even with yourself! 
 
Most people say this is talking about giving in secrecy and yes it is seen here. 
I mean, look at vs. 4, we give in such a way so that our giving will be in 
secret. One person said that the way to “avoid hypocrisy is not to cease giving 
but to do so with such secrecy that we scarcely know what we have given.” 
 
The point in regards to secrecy is so that “we scarcely know what we have 
given.” Don’t make your giving a big deal, not even with yourself. When you 
give with your right hand, do so in such a way the left hand doesn’t know. 
Don’t keep reminding the left hand what you did. Give and forget about it. 
Don’t think, “Wow, I really did a good thing.” 
 
I think what would be really cool if when you get your annual statement from 
the church or other organizations, you are shocked at how much you gave. 
Then you use that form and have a conversation with your spouse and make 
some plans and then give and forget it again. 
 
Doing things or giving things because it makes us feel good about ourselves is 
just as bad as those hypocrites who blew the trumpets. Instead, we should give 
because we want to give to Jesus! 
 
So, why give in secret? Because we want to allow God to be the one who 
tallies the final numbers. Give in such a way so that the Father who is in 
heaven, who sees what is done in secret, He will be your rewarder. Not other 
people. Not even yourself. But our Father in heaven. We can build up 
treasures in heaven, did you know that? We will get there in a few weeks, but 
notice this passage: 
 
 Matthew 6:19–21 [read] 
 
Randy Alcorn—The Treasure Principle—It is a book that I wish I could make 
each of you read. The treasure principle is this: “You can’t take it with you—
but you can send it on ahead.” Think about that. He is talking about using the 
money the Lord has given you today to build treasures in heaven and not on 
this earth. And so give it away, send it on ahead of your to build up your 
treasures in heaven! He says, 
 
“We’ll each part with our money. The only question is when. We have no 
choice but to part with it later. But we do have a choice whether to part with 
it now. We can keep earthly treasures for the moment, and we may derive 
some temporary enjoyment from them. But if we give them away, we’ll enjoy 
eternal treasures that will never be taken from us. This is what Jim Elliot was 
talking about when he said, ‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.’ If you hear those words and think, Oh, he was one 
of those superspiritual missionary types who didn’t think about gain, then you 
missed the whole point. Read it again. Gain was precisely what Jim Elliot was 
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thinking about! He just wanted the kind of gain he couldn’t lose. He wanted 
his treasures in heaven.”7 
 
I think the hard thing is trying to get us to think about the eternal more than 
the temporal. This is a difficult thing for all of us, don’t you think? 
 
Illustration: Delayed Gratification 
• You have probably all heard of the illustration of making an offer to a 

young child: They can either have a few pieces of candy today or a whole 
bucket of candy next week or next month. They will usually pick the 
candy today. They think about the here and now way too much. 

• Well, we are much like them. Is our money about the pursuit of rewards 
today or 10 million years from now? 

 
Let me end with this: Where should you give? I would love it if we could 
develop this more, but we do not have time. Come talk to me about it 
sometime. But it is my view & has always been my view that the Christian’s 
primary giving should go to that place where their primary spiritual 
nourishment comes from, your spiritual community, your local church.  
 
Now, there may be an objection: What if I do not agree with how the church 
uses money or spends money? I would ask you to think through these three 
questions:  
 
1. Am I at the right church?  Could my unwillingness to support the church 

financially be a fruit of a greater spiritual root? Do I not trust the 
leadership? Is there something I need to talk to my leaders about? Can I 
just ask you that you come talk to me, I invite you into my office at 
anytime if you have questions. 
 

2. Am I forgetting that it is God’s money? You do remember that it is 
ultimately God’s money, not yours. That’s a tough one to remember. 

 
3. Am I trying to control the money I give? Do I give with strings attached? 

Can you imagine those people in the early church bringing their money to 
the church, to the apostles and say, “here, you can have this money if you 
do what I want you to do with it?” 

 
Okay, I would say that your primary giving responsibility is to your local 
church, for their general fund to do ministry. That is the starting point. I 
would suggest that is your tithe. Then you give over and above that to other 
organizations and to special projects. 
 
On a very personal note, a few years ago after reading The Treasure 
Principle, Monique and I wrote into our budget some extra money that we 

                                                
7 Alcorn, Randy. The Treasure Principle. (Colorado Springs, CO: Multnomah Publishers, 2001), 51. 
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would set aside each month so that we would be willing to meet needs of 
others as we became aware of them—could be anything from building project 
to some benevolence to adopting a child with World Vision. 
 
Conclusion: Sometimes We Ask The Wrong Questions: 
• I think there are times in our life when we ask the wrong question, don’t 

you think. This is one of the times. 
• The question for the Child of the King who is waiting & living for 

eternity with His King is not: how much do I need to give or should give? 
But maybe the question is “how can I develop a more generous heart.” To 
answer that, I refer you to the cross of Jesus Christ! After 2 chapters on 
the call for generous giving, the Apostle Paul ends with these words: 

 
 2 Corinthians 9:15  “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 
 
 
 

 
 


