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A LIFE OF LOVE 
Matthew 5:43–48 

 
 Matthew 5:43–48 [open & read] 
 
Introduction: Death of Bin Laden 
• Two weeks ago, one of the most significant events in our lifetime 

happened. I suppose you might disagree with me, but I will bet you will 
always remember where you were when 9/11 happened and you will 
always remember where you were when you heard Bin Laden had been 
found and killed. The manhunt was over.  

• For almost ten years, Bin Laden had been at the top of the FBI’s most 
wanted. He was the greatest enemy of America. And he is now dead. As 
the news unfolded before my eyes that Monday morning, I was torn in 
two different directions. On one hand, I was glad that justice had taken 
place. He was responsible for the deaths of thousands of people and 
received justice. 

• But on the other hand, I just couldn’t help but feel sadness as my 8-year 
old son asked me this question: “Dad, are they celebrating that this guy 
was killed?” As I had to sit there and tell him and watch the news events 
of people rejoicing over the death of this individual, something just didn’t 
seem right. For some reason, it just did not feel like the Christian thing to 
do, to rejoice over the death of someone who is our enemy. 

 
Guess what? It’s NOT! In some ways, many in America on that day, or let me 
get very specific, many Christians in America on that day and the days since, 
have (or are) acting just like the Jews in the days of Jesus. They have let their 
emotions get the best of them and have misinterpreted the meaning of 
Scripture. Let me paint the picture for you as to why I would say that! 
 
Remember, we are in a section of the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus is 
correcting the corruption the religious leaders had made of the OT Law. Six 
times in Matthew 5, Jesus says something like this: “you have heard it said, 
but I tell you.” They had misunderstood the law of God. Jesus is not changing 
the law, He is helping them properly understand it. And as we have said over 
and over again the past month, it has everything to do with the heart of 
mankind, not just external behavior! 
 
Last week, we dealt with extending forgiveness to those that offend or hurt us. 
Now this week we come to the final instruction in this list that Jesus has given 
and He takes that concept of forgiveness and builds upon it. Forgiveness, yes! 
But it is more than that. We forgive those that do things to us because in 
reality, we are to love them! 
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Vs. 43  Once again Jesus restates what they had been taught. The Jewish 
people had been taught by their religious leaders to love their neighbors and 
hate their enemies. Now, this is interesting. Let’s take the first statement first. 
I think we do not have to do much work to really understand the biblical 
principle for loving our neighbors. 
 
 Leviticus 19:18  “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 

against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself; I am the Lord.” 

 
They knew they had always been told to love their neighbors. This was so 
pervasive in their culture that even Jesus later summarizes the law by saying 
love God & love others (Luke 10). The Apostle Paul later summarizes the law 
by saying we are to love our neighbor as yourself (Romans 13:9). This is not 
tough to understand. We even get that. But what about that last phrase? I 
mean, as we read that, it just doesn’t seem right, does it? Does the Bible 
actually say to love neighbors, but to hate your enemies?  
 
NO! This is a gross addition to the law of God. But it was a popular teaching 
of their time, that the hating of enemies is implicitly taught in the law of 
loving your neighbors. You might ask, how did they get that? Why did they 
add this to Leviticus 19:18? This is interesting, some speculate for a few 
reasons:  
 
First, the context of Leviticus 19 was assumed to be that of Israel only. That 
means, when Moses wrote the law saying they were to love their neighbors, 
he was talking about other Israelites. It is an easy deduction then that they are 
to love other Jews, but not those other people. 
 
I mean, maybe you have heard about it, but how did the Jews feel about the 
Gentiles? How did they feel about the Samaritans? They were not exactly 
friendly with them. They hated them. They treated them as if they used to 
play basketball in their city and took their talents to South Beach! 
 
That is why in John 4 when Jesus goes through Samaria and has a 
conversation with a woman at a well, the woman is shocked that He would 
even talk to her. The Jews simply were repulsed by them and were not scared 
to let them know that. Love Israel, yes! Love others, no way! After all, the 
Jews are God’s people. The Gentiles & Samaritans are not.  
 
Second, they assumed God’s heart toward other people groups based on some 
previous commands. They had read the OT accounts where God would tell 
them to exterminate the Canaanites as they entered the Promised Land. They 
knew that King Saul got in a whole heap of problems with God because he 
disobeyed and did not fully get rid of the Amalekites. They read the Psalms, 
the imprecator Psalms—you know, the ones where the Psalmist prays down 
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judgment upon their enemies. And everything seemed to be okay to do that. 
They loved those Psalms that showed hatred toward the enemies of Israel, 
those that hated God. 
 
 Psalm 139:21–22  “Do I not hate those who hate You, O Lord? And do 

I not loathe those who rise up against You? I hate them with the utmost 
hatred; they have become my enemies.” 

 
Of course, we cannot and should never classify people like God classifies 
them. And we cannot pray these prayers of judicial judgment by God towards 
our enemies.  
 
Third, they mentally inserted an “only” before “your neighbor.” When God 
said to love your neighbor, he meant “only” your neighbor, right? And if we 
are only to love your neighbors, then we must hate those who are not our 
neighbor. They continually tried to limit the scope of their love instead of 
expanding it. They were looking for the minimum they had to do instead of 
getting to see all they were allowed to do. 
 
So, in Luke 10, there is a lawyer who comes to Jesus and asks Him a question 
about the nature of the Law an inheriting eternal life. Jesus summarizes the 
law into loving God with everything you have and loving your neighbor as 
yourself. In response to this, the man asks, “and who is my neighbor?” Let’s 
get to the bottom of this, Jesus. If I am to love my neighbor as myself, then I 
want to know who exactly is my neighbor. 
 
He asks this question because he wants to limit the law’s demands upon his 
life. And of course, from here, Jesus launches into the story of the Good 
Samaritan, that we are to show mercy and love to any & every person we 
come in contact with in life.  
 
It is not about limiting our love Jesus says, it is about expanding our love. 
Listen, I find it really interesting how easy it is for sinful man to twist and 
manipulate the Bible to say whatever we want it to say in order to serve us for 
our benefit. For sure, to get to this conclusion of hating enemies, they had to 
rationalize a whole lot of other OT passages. 
 
 Exodus 23:4–5  “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey wandering 

away, you shall surely return it to him. If you see the donkey of one who 
hate you lying helpless under its load, you shall refrain from leaving it to 
him, you shall surely release it with him.” 

 
 Proverbs 25:21  “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; and if 

he is thirsty, give him water to drink.” 
 
They rationalized a whole lot, but they twisted and manipulated the Scriptures 
to say what they wanted it to say. And we do the same thing. We take things 
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out of context because it makes us feel better about ourselves. We say things 
to make ourselves look more spiritual when in reality it is not even in there: 
“God helps those who help themselves.” 
 
The teaching of their time was to love your neighbors and hate your enemies. 
While they taught this, this is not the point of the law and Jesus now drives 
the wedge into their heart. 
 
Vs. 44  Can you imagine being there? That would have been cool. They 
banked their entire basis of love on the fact they were Jews & God loved 
them, so they should love other Jews, but not their enemies. Their enemies, 
they are to hate. Now Jesus says that the real way they should respond to their 
enemies is to love them! 
 
I can just picture Jesus saying this to His disciples and they get a bit uneasy. 
And of course, the crowds that are around them, they begin to squirm. Maybe 
there is some religious leader that is standing nearby and he rolls his eyes and 
does that “uncomfortable cough.” You know what I mean, they make it 
obvious that they do not like what He is saying. 
 
And of course, what Jesus is saying is that we should love, real love, agape 
sort of love our enemies. Now, there are some who define agape as a love of 
action and choice with no emotion at all. Yes, it is true that agape love is one 
of self-sacrifice. It is a love of action and choice, but He genuinely wants you 
to care for them. It is a determined commitment to care for those who are your 
enemies. 
 
Think about what Jesus is saying. If there is someone who has done you 
wrong; if there is someone who has hurt you; if there is someone who has 
offended you; if there is someone who has made it their point in life to attack 
you—the response by the person of the Kingdom is to love them sacrificially. 
And of course, this does not make sense! 
 
“To return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human; to 
return good for evil is divine.”1 
 
We talked last week that we are never to take revenge when people do bad 
things to us. But now, let’s take it the next step. Not only are we to trust God 
to be the avenger, we are to actively pursue love to them. We are not only 
NOT to seek personal vengeance, we are to bake them an apple pie! I don’t 
know what that means for you, but something in regards to loving them with 
the love of Jesus! This all goes together. The attitude of the person of the 
Kingdom is one like Jesus’ attitude. He came to die for those that were His 
enemy (Rom 5:8). He sacrificed for those that would mock & spit & ridicule 
Him. He loved when nobody loved Him! He returned good for evil, which is 
indeed divine! 
                                                
1 Qtd in Hughes, R. Kent. The Sermon on the Mount. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 141. 
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One way in which we love them is by praying for them. But it’s not exclusive. 
It’s not like we can say, “okay, they stole my company of that money, I will 
pray for them, but I will never talk to them or be nice to them.” No, we love 
them actively and we pray for them fervently.  
 
Specifically, we pray for those that persecute us. Certainly, Jesus is showing 
what kind of enemy He is talking about in their situation. It is one that 
condemns you because of your religious beliefs. We made mention of it last 
week, but remember the attitude of Jesus after He went through all of that 
torment as He hung upon the cross, remember His prayer to the Father on 
behalf of His enemies?  
 
 Luke 23:34  “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

doing.”  
 
Let’s be real. That’s a tough prayer. My prayer is this: “Father, help them to 
see that I was right and they are wrong.” OR “Father, let all the truth come out 
at some point.” But I hardly pray to the Father that their sins would be 
forgiven. The implication of that prayer is that in forgiveness, they would 
become just like me! Forgiven like me! 
 
This is why I say the response to many Christians at the death of Bin Laden 
was not a Christian response. Yes, justice has been served. But do we really 
get giddy at the death of anyone? Or what would the average Christian have 
thought had it come out that Bin Laden professed Jesus Christ before being 
killed? I have to confess, I never once prayed for the salvation of Bin Laden. I 
was never brought to the point of brokenness over this man until how I saw 
people respond to his death. 
 
But in reality, while I did not rejoice like them, I lived like them for the past 
ten years, wanting justice to be done. Don’t get me wrong, I think justice had 
to be done, but I never contemplated to give myself to love and prayer for an 
enemy like that. Now, listen, that is a silly illustration, for I was not going to 
run into Bin Laden at the local grocery store (If I had, I might have loved him 
enough to turn him in for the reward money). 
 
But do pray for those who have hurt me in the past week? Past month? Think 
about it right now. Has anything happened to you in the past weeks that you 
feel was hurtful. What has been your response? Have you prayed for them? 
Have you actively sought out to love them? What has been your response? 
 
Or lets say that someone persecutes you because of the name of Jesus, what is 
your response? If you are living the Kingdom life, you will be persecuted at 
some level. People will say things about you and against you. They may even 
physically abuse you (although most of us know nothing about that, do we?).  
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 2 Timothy 3:12  “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted.” 

 
My experience has always been that my heart warms up to those I pray for. I 
cannot continually pray for someone and stay angry with them. Now, I am not 
saying that it is always easy. And as they continually come back at me, I will 
be tempted to respond back to them in kind. But my calling as a child of the 
Kingdom is to respond with love and prayer for them.  
 
Now note this: Jesus never promises that if we love them and if we pray for 
them, they will eventually love us back. I mean, this is not an evangelistic 
strategy. If I love them, they will see Jesus and come to Him. Maybe, but 
never is it promised and most likely it will heap more and more anger towards 
you. Then why should we love & pray for our enemies? Let me give you two 
reasons why . . . 
 
1. LOVING OUR ENEMIES DISPLAYS THE HEART OF OUR FATHER (VS. 

45) 
 
God the Father is our example. Do you see that “so that”, it means the purpose 
or result of our loving our enemies. As we love our enemies, we become sons 
of our Father in Heaven. This is not causative. It is not that as we do this, we 
become sons of our Father. As in the sense that if we love others we become 
Christians and if we don’t love our enemies we do not become Christians. 
 
No, that would go against everything that Jesus has been teaching in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Literally, it means that we may become more like our 
Father in Heaven when we love our enemies and pray for them. We do not 
become sons by loving, but as we love, we show that we are displaying the 
heart of our Father in Heaven. He loves and is gracious to all people. He loves 
without limits. And when we love without limits we show that the apple did 
not fall far from the tree. 
 
Illustration: My Boys Looking Like Me & Mom 
• You may have noticed by now, but my oldest son looks like his mom. 

Karsten looks like Monique. But J.T.? He has his daddy’s looks. I call 
him my “image-bearer” because he looks just like a smaller version of 
me. 

• But as far as how they act, JT acts like his mom, but Karsten acts like me. 
I cringe when he does things that bug me because I see all my faults in 
him. But it started when he was really young. One story to prove my 
point: 

o When he was two years old, we had not given him any pop to 
drink. Monique and I had made this foolish stance with our 
firstborn that we were not going to let them eat or drink anything 
bad for them (wow, were we wrong).  

o I snuck him some drinks of Mt. Dew from time to time and 
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would always follow up that drink with a customary, “now, don’t 
tell mommy.” 

o So it happened one day at dinner that he was begging for a drink 
of my Mt. Dew and I looked at Monique and she said, “okay.” So 
I gave it to him and guess what happened next? As soon as the 
glass hit the table, he looked at me with all seriousness and said, 
“don’t tell mommy.” 

 
I was busted. But he did that because he had heard me doing it. He said that 
because I had said it. And when we love our enemies, we are proving to 
everyone that we are indeed sons of a God that loves enemies.  
 
Now, in theology, what Jesus is teaching us has been known as Common 
Grace!  
 
“Through common grace God reveals his love to all people, though not in a 
saving way. God’s common grace includes the water we drink, food we eat, 
sun we enjoy, and rain we need, as God is good to the sinner and saint alike . 
. . Anyone who has laughed, held a baby, enjoyed the warmth of the sun on 
their face, gone for a swim, or watched a sunset has enjoyed a measure of 
God’s common grace.”2 
 
The illustration Jesus uses of Common Grace is that of sun to shine on the evil 
& the good / rain to be poured out on the righteous and unrighteous. Of 
course, right now, we would like more of the sun and less of the rain. 
 
Imagine if you will, two fields right next to each other. One field is owned by 
a very righteous man while the other field is owned by a very wicked man. 
What Jesus is saying is that God does not rain down hail on the one field and 
rain on the other field. Or God does not shine down sun on the field of the 
righteous and clouds on the field of the wicked. It doesn’t happen that way. 
 
Even though both of them deserve nothing but judgment because of sin, God 
has showered them with grace everyday. God continues to give blessings to 
people who do not deserve it, and these blessings are not restricted to 
believers only. God is patient with all people and bestows upon all people 
these aspects of Common Grace. 
 
And when we display a heart of love and compassion towards people, both 
those who are our friends as well as those who are our enemy, we are showing 
ourselves to be like our Father in Heaven. Giving out to those that do not 
deserve it.  
 
2. LOVING OUR ENEMIES SHOWS WE ARE DIFFERENT (VS. 46–47) 
 
                                                
2 Driscoll, Mark and Gerry Breshears. Doctrine: What Christians Should Believe. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2010), 39–40. 
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When we love our enemies, we are showing that we are different than other 
people in the world. In vs. 46, Jesus says that if you love those who love you, 
what’s the big deal? I mean, you love your kids because when you get home 
at the end of the day they run up to you and scream, “daddy’s home, daddy’s 
home” and hug you—yea, so does the average person. 
 
You love the police officer that saves your life, so does everyone. You love 
your employee that does everything you ask them to do, so does the average 
boss. You love your momma on mother’s day, so does every smart individual. 
You love your spouse when they do something really nice for you, so does 
everyone else! 
 
I mean, Jesus says that even the tax collectors do the same thing. Now, you 
might have heard about the tax collectors. They had a horrible reputation 
among the Jews. They were thieves. They were hated. They were the bottom 
of society. 
 
The job of the tax collector was to collect a certain amount of money and give 
it to Rome. But anything over that amount, they were allowed to keep to for 
themselves. So, they would just jack up the tax prices. They would charge 
people more than Rome had said was needed. And in doing so, they would 
line their pockets with more and more money. 
 
By the way, Matthew, who was one of the disciples and was the one who 
wrote this gospel—guess what he did before following Jesus? He was a tax 
collector. I am sure whenever the tax collector was mentioned, he cringed at 
the fact of his previous life. I am sure when Jesus makes a comment like this, 
some of the eyes glance over at him. 
 
But Jesus’ point is that not many people like tax collectors and they do not 
love many people. But they do love the people that love them. They love 
those that give them the money they want without complaining. So, you love 
your friends that build you up and talk good about you—good for you, you 
are just like everyone else. You are just like your pagan friend down the street 
(in fact, I could probably argue you from experience that some non-believers 
are a whole lot nicer than some Christians I know).  
 
In vs. 47, Jesus uses the example of the Gentiles. If you only greet the Jews, 
what more are you doing than anyone else? As we said earlier, the Jews hated 
the Gentiles. In John 18:28, they are referred to as unclean people. In 
Matthew 15, they are referred to as dogs. In Acts 11, the thought to even have 
dinner with the Gentiles was unthinkable. Repulsive! It was disgusting. They 
hated that thought. They did not want anything to do with them or to be 
around them. 
 
His point is that if you are walking down the road and see your fellow Jews, 
you say hi to them. Even the Gentiles do that. When they walk down the road, 
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they say hi to their fellow Gentiles. You can imagine what was happening of 
course. The Jew would walk down the road and say hello to all their Jew 
friends and then as they pass by the Gentile, they put their head down and 
pass right by them. That’s what happened in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. They even crossed to the other side of the road to avoid them. 
 
There was love everywhere, but more than that, there was hatred everywhere. 
The Jews loved the Jews. The Gentiles greet the Gentiles. The Samaritans 
welcomed the Samaritans. The Tax-collectors loved the tax-collectors. And 
today, what happens? Christians love Christians. Muslims greet the Muslims. 
Hindu’s welcome the Hindu’s. Mormons love Mormons. Get the point? 
 
“The Lord is telling his hearers therefore that by imitating the tax-collectors 
and the Gentiles in their exclusivism, they are simply showing that they 
themselves are not any better than those whom they have been regarding as 
being far below them in moral and spiritual worth. They are doing nothing 
that is exceptional, that overflows or is extraordinary.”3 
 
His point is that those of the Kingdom should not just be doing what is 
common when it comes to love others. Do you see that little phrase in the 
middle of vs. 47? Jesus asks them, “What more are you doing than others?” 
That’s a good question. What more are you doing than the average person? 
 
If people were to look at the way in which you love others, would they say 
that it is average? Would they say that it is just like the normal person? Or 
would they say, “wow, that guy, they are so different in their love. They even 
love their enemies!” What does your reputation say about you? 
 
We should be doing “more.” Is there a “more” to my love of others? Can my 
love for others be simply explained or is it radical? Do people look at the way 
you love those people that hate you as it is unexplained! Do they think you are 
crazy? 
 
You might think: Thad, I don’t hate my enemies. I do not retaliate. I do not 
oppose those that persecute me. I walk the other way. Okay, let me drive one 
more stake into our hearts. There is certainly an active hatred. For instance, 
there was this guy in Kansas located in Topeka, Kansas. His name is Fred 
Phelps. Maybe you have heard of him. He is a pastor of a fundamentalist 
Baptist church and is known for his openly hatred the U.S., the war on terror, 
and the gay community (in addition to a whole host of other things). Everyday 
he openly defames the name of Jesus under the banner of religion. He is angry 
and vocal about his hatred for others who oppose him. 
 
My guess is that there are not many in this room that are like him. However, 
my guess is also that there are many in this room that are passively hatred of 
others. The passive hatred goes something like this: “why should I help them, 
                                                
3 Hendriksen, William. New Testament Commentary: Matthew. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2004), 316. 
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they never helped me?” OR “I will be kind to them if I run into them (after 
all, I do live in Middlefield), but I am not going out of my way to be kind to 
them.” 
 
Silent Treatment—I just won’t talk to them 
I Give Up Treatment—I tried once, they didn’t respond, I am done 
 
If that’s you, could I ask you this question: how different are you than the 
religious leaders of Jesus’ day? Really? I think Jesus is calling you to action. I 
think Jesus is calling you to do something . . . today! I think Jesus is asking 
you to evaluate your love for not only your neighbors, but for your enemies. 
Who does Jesus want me to seek out and actively love? 
 
YOU KNOW EXACTLY WHO IT IS—THEY HAVE COME TO YOUR 
MIND ALL THROUGHOUT THIS SERMON! Don’t try thinking about 
someone else, you know that person that keeps popping in your mind, that’s 
the one! Go, love them with a crazy, radical, “more than others” kind of love. 
Why? Because you’re a child of King who loved us radically even when we 
hated Him! 
 
What’s the conclusion? 
 
Vs. 48  Therefore! Jesus is making a conclusion, not to just this thought of 
loving your enemies, but to the entire section on the law. Remember He 
started in vs. 17 by saying that He did not come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets, but to fulfill them. And He has talked about how they (and us) have 
misunderstood . . . 
 
 Murder—hatred 
 Adultery—lust 
 Divorce—Adultery 
 Lying—Honesty 
 Retribution—Forgiveness 
 Hatred—Loving 
 
Now, therefore, you are to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
What? He is calling us to be perfect? It is probably another inference from 
Leviticus 19:2, where God calls them to be holy, for He is holy! The point? 
Ready for this: The point of the Law of God has always been to point us to a 
perfect, Holy God! And in point us to a perfect, Holy God, we realize that we 
cannot do it! 
 
Look, Jesus point at the end is this: If you live by these religious rules and 
regulation that the Religious Leaders had said, you will never be perfect. 
Religion will never help you become perfect. It doesn’t matter how many 
rules or regulations are talked about. It does not work. It does not matter how 
good you might think you are, you will never make it to perfection. 
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Only JESUS helps with the perfection problem we have. 
 
“To those who wonder how Jesus can demand the impossible, He later says, 
‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible’ (Matt. 
19:26). That which God demands, He provides the power to accomplish. 
Man’s own righteousness is possible, but is so imperfect that it is worthless; 
God’s righteousness is impossible for the very reason that it is perfect. But the 
impossible righteousness becomes possible for those who trust in Jesus 
Christ, because He gives them His righteousness.”4 
 
We can never be satisfied with half-hearted obedience. The type of obedience 
that the religious leaders displayed. We must be concerned with full-hearted 
submission to Jesus! And once again, we find ourselves centered on the cross 
of Jesus Christ! Because it is only as we are centered on the cross do we find 
the answer to our perfection problem. 
 
 2 Corinthians 5:21  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
I don’t know where you are at with the Lord right now. My guess though is 
that there are some of you who have never come to understand it Jesus way 
and you have tried and tried to do it the religious way. I would love to talk to 
you. Seek me out. Ask me. Talk to one of the elders. Call me or email me this 
week. 
 
 
 
 

                                                
4 MacArthur, John. Matthew 1–7. (Chicago, IL: Moody, 1985), 350. 


