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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
May 8, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 08 

A LIFE OF FORGIVENESS 
Matthew 5:38–42 

 
 Matthew 5:33–37 [open & read] 
 
Introduction: Have You Ever Been Offended? 
• Have you ever been offended by someone? Have you ever been taken 

advantage of by someone? Have you ever been verbally abused by 
someone? Have you ever been hurt by someone? 

• Or let’s get to the heart of the issue: has anything ever happened to you 
that you thought was a violation of your rights? Let me give you an silly 
illustration that happened to me just several months ago: 

• Last Thanksgiving, I was here candidating one weekend, then the next 
weekend I flew to Russia with a friend of mine. We taught pastors and 
students all week. Then we flew home. The way home is literally the 
longest day of your life, since we are flying with time. When you take a 5 
hour flight from Tomsk to Moscow / 10 hour flight from Moscow to D.C. 
/ 2.5 hour flight from D.C. to Chicago; the last thing you want to find out 
is that your flight from Chicago to home has been cancelled. 

• Trust me, that is the last thing you want to find out. And my friend is a 
pilot, so he knows how things work. So we tried to work the system. If we 
are going to have to stay in Chicago overnight, we for sure are going to 
get United to pay for our hotel. 

• Guess what? They didn’t! We tried everything we could. We were tired 
and we probably said things that we should not have said. But we (I) took 
it as a personal offense to me that they cancelled our flight. 

 
Ever been there? Dumb & silly illustration because at the end of the day, it 
was not against me personally, it was just something that happened. But we 
feel that our rights are offended don’t we? And that is just a simplistic 
illustration. I know many of you can give real, I mean real stories of times 
when someone has said things about you to other people that are just not true. 
There are certainly some of you who have been robbed by someone of some 
material possessions or maybe some intellectual property or maybe just of 
something that meant something special to you. Or maybe there has been a 
situation in your life when someone just went off on you verbally, calling you 
all sorts of names—ever happen to you? 
 
This morning, I want to keep plugging our way through our series about how 
people of the Kingdom live here and now. And specifically, I want to talk to 
you about how a person of the Kingdom should respond to personal offenses. 
Listen, if you are in Christ, how are you going to respond to people when they 
hurt you, abuse you, take advantage of you, or offend you? How are you to 
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respond when you think or feel like your rights have been violated? Here’s the 
spoiler as to what we are going to learn this morning: JESUS IS CALLING US 
TO EXTEND FORGIVENESS TO THOSE THAT OFFEND US! We are never 
called to take vengeance out on those that offend us, but we are to extend 
forgiveness to them. 
 
Remember, Jesus is showing us how the OT law is ultimately fulfilled in Him. 
He did not come to get rid of the law, but He came to fulfill it. He is showing 
how the religious leaders had made a mockery of the law of God. And this 
one this week is very familiar to all of us! 
 
Vs. 38  They had been told that there should be justice done for things that 
have happened to them. This statement, “eye for an eye” or “a tooth for a 
tooth” was a common OT statement. And it is very familiar for us as well. In 
the OT, we are told that if you do something to someone because you mean to 
do it, it is premeditated and intentional; then there were specific things that 
should be done back to you by the courts or government.   
 
 Exodus 21:23–25  “But if there is any further injury, then you shall 

appoint as a penalty life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.” 

 
 Leviticus 24:19–20  “If a man injures his neighbor, just as he has done, 

so it shall be done to him: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth; just as he has injured a man, so it shall be inflicted on him.” 

 
This was known in the Jewish Law as the Law of Retaliation. And this law 
was instituted for a couple of reasons. One, this law was given so that there 
would be just punishment for something some did to someone else. The 
judges or lawyers were very clear on what should be done to someone who 
poked someone’s eye out. Or what should happen if you intentionally 
fractured someone arm out of spite? Can you imagine that? Okay, give us 
your arm, we need to fracture it because you did that to Joey. How is that 
going to be in some of your homes with 4 boys! 
 
There was even a part of the Mishnah (a Jewish explanation of the law) that 
was devoted to the proper retaliations to certain offenses. For instance, if you 
knocked out someone’s tooth because you were angry with him, but it 
happened to be a bad tooth and needed to come out anyway. They would not 
come to you and take your good tooth; they might come and take a similarly 
bad tooth out of you. It was a real awkward way to do dentistry!  Be careful 
which tooth you try to knock out of that guy! 
 
But there was another reason this Law of Retaliation was given. It was given 
so that people would not seek personal retaliation, but trust the government or 
law to take the judgment. They were never and we are never called to seek 
our own revenge. Period! If someone bruises you because of a bad case of 
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“slug bug” you were not allowed to take that revenge. If you thought it was 
bad enough, I suppose that you could report it and the government would take 
the revenge for you. Our individual calling is not revenge, but forgiveness & 
love! Period. That was and is always the case. 
 
 Leviticus 19:18  “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 

against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself; I am the Lord.” 

 
 Proverbs 20:22  “Do not say, ‘I will repay evil’; wait for the Lord, and 

He will save you.” 
 
There are for sure, many passages in the OT law that deal with punishment for 
wrongdoing, but they are not dealing with you personally doing the 
punishment or seeking it. The heart of the law as we will see is that we are to 
be forgiving, loving people who do not seek retaliation out of anger of being 
offended. 
 
Vs. 39  Jesus says to them as He has been saying. I know you have been 
taught this and it is true, but it has been applied wrong in your context. You 
have missed the point of it all. Therefore, what I want to tell you is that you 
should not resist an evil person.  
 
Let me say this at the beginning. Jesus is not teaching a form of passivism 
with this statement. He is not saying that you should stand idly by while an 
evil person does whatever he wants to you. He is not saying that if you are 
walking down the street and someone comes up to you and tries to mug you & 
take your cash, you should let them and in fact, give them your credit cards as 
well. You know, don’t resist them!  
 
Or let’s take it a step further. He is not saying that if someone is attacking you 
physically, let’s even use the very serious illustration of rape . . . just let them 
do it, don’t resist. Or if you are confronted with a situation where someone is 
doing something evil to someone, you should not step in and help the person 
who is being offended.  
 
Or even one step further, from our current illustration this week, Jesus is not 
saying that if there is a terrorist, we should just sit back and let them do 
whatever he wants to do without bringing about judgment. (I will say more 
about this next week as we deal with loving our enemies). He is not saying we 
should be passive in letting people walk over us or our family or friends or 
even strangers. In fact, one of the qualities of government as given by God is 
to be “an avenger, who brings wrath on the one who practices evil” (Rom 
13:4). 
 
“For the sake of God’s righteousness, as well as for the sake of human 
justice, believers are obligated not only to uphold the law themselves but to 
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insist that others do so as well. To report crime is an act of compassion, 
righteousness, and godly obedience as well as an act of civil responsibility.”1 
 
So, what does Jesus mean by not resisting an evil person? He is not meaning 
passivism, He is getting to the heart of our rights and asking us, “Are we 
willing to give up our rights for Him & others? Are we willing to not respond 
with vengeance against our spouse, friend, co-worker, neighbor, or even 
enemy because we feel like they have violated us? Are we willing to think of 
the other person, no matter who they are, as more important that us?” It has 
nothing to do with civil government resisting evil, it has everything to do with 
us being willing to respond correctly when people offend us. 
 
And specifically, what Jesus does is to explain this statement by giving us 
four illustrations of how to respond. These are four unique illustrations that 
we may or may not find ourselves in, that will help us understand the heart of 
forgiveness instead of vengeance.  
 
1. HOW TO RESPOND TO INSULTS (VS. 39B) 
 
This is a very popular statement by Jesus and one that I think most people 
probably have misunderstood. Here is how it is often talked about in many 
Christian subcultures. If someone hits you physically, you should not respond 
with violence. If they strike you on one side of the cheek, you should let them 
hit you on the other side of the cheek. 
 
One Scottish preacher I read said that if someone strikes you on the cheek, 
you give them the other side of the face to hit. But once they are out of cheeks 
to hit, they are all yours! Third strike & they are out! That’s funny, but it once 
again misses the point. 
 
Yes, it is possible that the slap Jesus is talking about was painful, but the 
passivity of physical abuse is not the point. Jesus says that if someone slaps 
you on the right cheek—that’s the key. Most people are right handed and if 
they are going to slap someone as we think of slapping someone, it will 
happen on their left cheek. If someone were to be slapped on their right cheek, 
it would have been a back-handed slap. 
 
In a Jewish culture, this would have been significantly worse than being 
slapped with an open hand. A backhanded slap was a serious insult. It was 
saying they were disgusted with them and what they had done. There are 
many who say that this sort of slap, a backhanded slap, was one used when 
condemning someone of heresy because of their faith.  
 
If that is true, what Jesus is saying here is that if someone comes to you and 
insults you because of your faith, then don’t stop them, give them the other 

                                                
1 MacArthur, John. Matthew 1–7. (Chicago, IL: Moody, 1985), 331. 
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cheek to insult. Instead of seeking revenge, those in the Kingdom will be 
willing to receive the insult again and again. 
 
Either way, are you willing to be insulted and not respond with insults? That’s 
an interesting concept for me, for often times, my tongue is what gets me in 
trouble. Come at me with a sharp one and I can often come right back at you. 
Talk about my mother and I will be talking about your mother, know what I 
mean? 
 
Now, sometimes, we get offended at an insult because we fail to be able to 
laugh at ourselves. Listen, if you cannot laugh at yourself, there is something 
wrong. Just get over it and start laughing. But I don’t want to dismiss the fact 
that many people take it too far. What Jesus is saying is that when people 
insult us for whatever reason—whether it is because of our faith, maybe our 
intellect, maybe our looks, maybe our status, maybe some dumb thing we 
have done—the person of the kingdom turns away and doesn’t return in kind. 
 
“Notice that Jesus does not say why a disciple must turn the other cheek. He 
does not say that it brings glory to God, or convicts evildoers, or instills 
repentance and faith. He does not say that the violent man will repent or feel 
remorse. It is simply the Lord’s way. His life is our model, just as his words 
are our guide.”2 
 
And that’s the point. The values of the teacher should become the values of 
the student. Isn’t that what we are seeing all throughout this Sermon on the 
Mount? As we are growing more and more into the image of Jesus, as we are 
seeking to align our lives with His life, we should be seeking more and more 
to respond how he responded. So, how did Jesus respond to insults? That’s 
easy, we are given many illustrations in the Scriptures on that.  
 
 1 Peter 2:23  “and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 

while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him 
who judges righteously.” 

 
Remember when He was arrested and taken to trial. Remember what they did 
to Him? In Matthew 27, we are told that they strip him of his clothes, put a 
crown of thorns on His head in a way to mock His claim to be the King of the 
Jews. They spit on Him. They hit Him, asking Him to identify which ones hit 
Him. Then when He is on the cross, they insult Him saying that He couldn’t 
do what He said He would do. 
 
I am just saying if that is us, what are we wanting to do? I mean, here you 
have the One who knows the beginning from the end. Here, we have Jesus, 
who knows it all. Here, we have someone that could come up with the best 
momma jokes you have ever heard. He could certainly have come up with the 
zingers of all zingers. But His response? He did not revile in return. He 
                                                
2 Doriani, Daniel M. Matthew, volume 1: Chapters 1–13. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing, 2008), 180. 
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uttered no threats. But He entrusted Himself to the Father who judges 
righteously. Jesus is saying it’s not just about eye for an eye, it’s about 
forgiving those who personally insult us.  
 
2. HOW TO RESPOND TO INJUSTICE (VS. 40) 
 
Insults are things that are done to us. In vs. 40, Jesus is talking about what I 
might refer to as injustice, something that is taken from us. The illustration 
Jesus uses is that of a court. Imagine if you will, that you are being sued over 
some ridiculous issue, or at least you think it is ridiculous. Let’s say that in the 
settlement, they literally take the shirt off your back. You think it is not right, 
but that is what the Judge says. What should you do? 
 
Jesus says that if someone wants to take your shirt, let him or her have your 
coat as well. Do whatever you have to do, no matter how crazy it might seem, 
to make things right—even if that means you have to give what you should 
not have to give!  
 
What does that mean? Clothing for the Jewish people would have been 
extremely important and very expensive. It was not for the sense of a fashion 
statement as it is today, at least not for most people. And the common Jewish 
people might have had very few changes of clothes.  
 
They would have had an inner garment, known as a shirt. But they would also 
have had an outer garment, known as a coat or cloak. And it could happen that 
in a settlement with a lawyer, they could be awarded your shirt as a reward for 
something that you might have done. In even extreme cases, they might have 
been awarded your outer garment, but under only very certain conditions. 
 
In Exodus 22:26–27 & Deuteronomy 24:12–13, we are told that even if 
someone is awarded the outer garment, they had to return it every day before 
the setting of the sun. Why? Because the outer garment was what the person 
had to wear in order to stay warm. Then in the morning, they would give it 
back to the person to whom it was owed. 
 
Can you imagine how awkward that would be? It was unethical and illegal for 
someone to take your outer coat, for that is what you needed in order to live. 
So, what’s Jesus saying? Jesus doesn’t want you naked and neither do we, 
okay? Understand His point. He is telling us to stop defending our “rights” 
and seeking vengeance. If things happen that we don’t think are right, it 
doesn’t matter, do all that we can to make things right. Even if that means 
people will look at us as crazy or off our rocker! 
 
Can you imagine going to someone that you think is an evil person and has 
done you wrong and offer to do whatever you need to do in order to take care 
of some debt that might be owed to them? Can you imagine the humility it 
would take? 
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Well, let me ask you a very serious question: If we, as sinners, have a hard 
time going to another sinner and make things right even when we didn’t think 
we were wrong; how much more do you think it would have been for Jesus, 
who didn’t sin & knew He was not in the wrong, seek to make things right for 
evil men He knew were in fact evil? When He was the victim of injustice, 
how did He respond?  
 
Look, we can trace the fact that almost every aspect of the arrest, trial, & 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ was not only wrong, it was unfair. The Jews were 
known for having a fair legal system. The purpose of the Sanhedrin was 
always to preserve life, to be concerned with injustice. Their motto was often: 
“save, not destroy life.” 
 
They had developed a step by step guide as to what a fair trial and execution 
would be. And in the case of Jesus, they broke almost every single rule they 
had made to make things fair was broken. And Jesus’ response? When He is 
hanging unfairly upon that cross, He utters the words: “Father, forgiven them; 
for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). He was continually 
entrusting Himself to the Father, not taking His own revenge. Live by this 
rule: If people defraud you, let God defend you! 
 
 Romans 12:17–21  “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect 

what is right in the sight of all men. If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, be at peace with all men. Never take your own revenge, beloved, but 
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I 
will repay,’ says the Lord. ‘But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if 
he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals 
on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

 
It’s not about enacting revenge for things that are unjustly done to you, the 
person of the Kingdom gives and gives and trusts their Father in Heaven for 
revenge.  
 
3. HOW TO RESPOND TO A LACK OF FREEDOM (VS. 41) 
 
Freedom is pretty important to us, isn’t it? We live our life here in America 
with that as our motto: we love freedom. And most of us probably do not have 
any idea what it means to not be free, like these Jewish people were living in 
enslavement. Jesus now takes on the issue of how we should respond when 
we are forced to do something that we do not want to do. This illustration He 
uses makes no sense to us, but was very prevalent in their culture. Jesus is 
talking about a military tactic used by the Roman soldiers, where they would 
force civilians to carry their luggage or personal items. 
 
One of the reasons why the people responded to Jesus was that for sure they 
thought He was the Messiah. We have talked about that. They thought Jesus 
was going to establish His Kingdom right there and then. That meant to them 
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that Jesus was going to revolt against Rome on behalf of the Jewish people. 
He was going to overthrow the Roman government. 
 
The Jewish people hated the fact that they were basically living in 
enslavement to the Romans. And the soldiers could at any moment force them 
to carry their stuff for a mile. Think about that? Do you like being told or 
forced to do something, let alone being forced to carry something for someone 
and the things that you are carrying are those things they are using to oppress 
you. 
 
Of course, the perfect example of this is found in Simon as he carried the 
cross of Jesus at the command of the Roman Soldier. Do you think he wanted 
to do that? 
 
We probably don’t completely understand this, so let me see if I can help. I 
doubt that anyone has ever forced you to carry something for a mile for them 
just out of spite or because they had authority over you. But let’s imagine a 
scenario if you will. Imagine if you will that you are driving down the street 
on your way to play some golf and are pulled over by some police officer for 
no reason whatsoever and he tells you that you are to drive to Solon to deliver 
some package for him. A personal package nonetheless, not something of 
national security, it’s a birthday present for his niece. And he picked you to do 
it!  
 
What’s your response? Yea, right buddy! Forget you! Being forced into 
something usually brings about outrage, but Jesus is saying not to be spiteful, 
but helpful. Forgive the fact that you are being forced into something, be 
willing to offer yourself up to help. Be willing to go the extra mile for them 
because you are a person of the Kingdom. Are you willing to forfeit your 
freedom for the sake of Jesus? How did He respond? He voluntarily gave it 
up, didn’t He? 
 
 Philippians 2:5–8  “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 

Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being 
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

 
“Revolutionarily righteous people possessing revolutionary joy even when 
treated unfairly call everyone’s hearts upward.”3 
 
Marriages, where one spouse asks (or maybe it feels more like a command, 
unfortunately) the other spouse to do something they do not want to do. How 
do you respond? 
                                                
3 Hughes, R. Kent. The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2001), 135. 
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Work, anyone ever asked to do something or told to do something at work that 
they do not want to do? Have you ever felt like you were not free? 
 
You have an option here—you can either do it with bitterness, anger, and 
resentment; or you can willingly with joy in your heart, offer to help in 
anything. 
 
4. HOW TO RESPOND TO THOSE IN NEED (VS. 42) 
 
The last illustration Jesus uses has to do with our hearts in regards to our stuff. 
He says that we are to give to him who asks of us, not to turn away from 
helping those that are in need and wants to borrow something from us. 
 
Now, Jesus does not mean that we should give endlessly to anyone who asks 
us of money. I mean, there is no love given to people if we give to the point 
where we are now dependent upon them. There is no love given to people if 
we teach someone to abuse generosity. 
 
You have seen the illustrations or watched the documentaries of people that 
pretend to be homeless and beg because they can make 70k a year or 
something ridiculous like that. Go to foreign countries and kids come running 
up to you begging for things because they know they can get things from you.  
 
What Jesus is talking about is our control over the things that we have when 
we see a REAL need out there. His point is that we should not be a person 
who is stingy with our hold on our money or stuff. He is asking that we have a 
generous heart.  
 
Illustration: Borrow My Books 
• Here is how it goes if we are honest with each other? Someone comes and 

maybe asks if he can borrow something: For instance, let’s say someone 
comes to me and asks to borrow a book! Now, I know I have said this 
very often: I love my books 

• When they ask, of course I am more than willing to let it happen. Or at 
least I am now. But here is what I used to say and now I probably still 
think. 

• Do you know how to hold a book? You do realize that you should not 
write in any of my books? I mean, I want to have them sign over a waiver 
or something. 

 
Crazy illustration because I doubt that many of you are in a real NEED to 
have a certain book. Maybe you are. But what Jesus is talking about is 
someone who has a need and we are willing to help them. But notice this, I 
want you to not forget the context: Remember, He is telling us about not just 
taking vengeance out on someone that has done something to us. He is giving 
illustrations of those people who are “evil people.” 
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Let’s put it like this: what if the person who NEEDS to borrow your car or 
your phone or your snow blower or your chainsaw or your whatever, maybe 
even your books . . . what if it is the person who has done something to you 
personally? How are you to respond? This is why forgiveness is so important! 
You can either hold onto the past or you can let it go! Jesus is saying, let it go. 
Don’t resist them, but be willing to help! We should never have a heart that 
says, “This is mine, you can’t have it!” Not with those we really trust or with 
those that we have had bad relationships in the past. 
 
Your like, that’s hard to do. Yes, it is! It is really hard, but it is the heart of the 
person of the Kingdom. Let me help you by showing you a couple things that 
might make it easier. First, let me just gently say, ‘It’s not yours!’ Randy 
Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, makes the point that God owns everything, 
we are just His money managers. This is a very serious point, we will deal 
with it in detail in a few weeks. You think you own it, but you don’t. 
 
That is why I keep telling God that anytime He wants to sell His house in 
Kansas, I will be happy for Him! Okay, that’s a joke, but I’m serious, is your 
car God’s? Are your clothes God’s? Is your TV God’s? Are your tools God’s? 
Is your house God’s? 
 
 Luke 6:35–36  “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will 
be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil 
men. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 
Here is a way to view the economic climate in our culture; you now either 
have more or less of God’s money & stuff to manage. You did not lose any 
money at all, for it was and is never yours. So if someone, even some evil 
man, NEEDS to borrow something, do not turn away from him, but help Him. 
 
Why? Because isn’t that the heart of our Savior? Wasn’t He willing to help 
those who had offended Him? 
 
 Romans 5:8  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
Because of Jesus, we can let go of our desire and lure for fairness. And we 
can forgive those who do us wrong. Why? Because we don’t get what we 
deserve anyways, do we? 
 
Isn’t He the standard of generosity? Isn’t He the standard of Forgiveness? He 
gave and gave and gave even though all of humanity took and took and took! 
Listen, all of this goes back to the cross of Jesus, doesn’t it? It all goes back to 
what He did when He lived the perfect life, went to the cross and died a death 
that He did not deserve to die so that we could live a life that we couldn’t live! 
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Listen, those who are part of the Kingdom CANNOT preach about a God that 
forgives, a Christ that came to offer forgiveness, and then live unforgiving 
lives, destroying our testimony of our words! JESUS IS CALLING US TO 
EXTEND FORGIVENESS TO THOSE THAT OFFEND US! 
 
 


