
 
 

1 

CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
April 24, 2011 

 
SPECIAL EASTER MESSAGE:  

WHY JESUS HAD TO DIE & RISE AGAIN! 
Selected Scriptures 

 
Introduction: The Question “Why?” 
• If you have kids, you probably remember when they first started to ask 

the question “why?” Remember that? If you don’t have kids, someday 
you might understand this. It goes something like this: 

• Kid: “Dad, why is the sky blue?” 
• Dad: “Well, because God made it that way.” 
• Kid: “Why did God make it that way?” 
• Dad: “Well, because that is what He wanted to do” 
• Kid: “But why?” 
• Dad: “I don’t know exactly His reasoning for it, but that is what God 

wanted the sky to look like. It has something to do with the way light is 
reflected and the wavelengths of the light” 

• Kid: “But why’s that?” 
• Dad: “Go ask mommy…” 
 
There is something about the question “why” that most children at a certain 
age begin to ask because they are curious. They want to know answers. They 
want to be told things. They want information. And the same thing is true for 
adults at different times in our lives. Today is one of those times. 
 
I don’t know all of you, but I do know one thing. I know that human nature 
wants explanations. Maybe you understand Jesus and you understand what 
happened when He came to this earth and died upon a cross and rose again. 
Maybe you have come to the point of understanding Christianity, and for you 
it is good from time to time to remind ourselves why Jesus died and why He 
had to rise again. Answering the “why” questions strengthens our faith. 
 
But maybe you do not believe. Maybe you are a bit of a skeptic. Maybe you 
are here because your family comes here. Maybe you have had these sort of 
questions in the past. Maybe you are curious why Christians think their God 
dying on a cross is a good thing. Why do they call it Good Friday, when their 
leader was killed that day? Maybe you have heard about Jesus rising from the 
dead, but why was that necessary? 
 
This morning, I want to answer these questions for you, I want to help you. Of 
course, we could spend weeks upon weeks answering these questions. We are 
not going to be able to go into as much detail as I would like to. And this 
morning is going to be a little different. We are actually going to break up the 
sermon into two parts: one dealing with answering the death of Jesus question 
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and one answering the resurrection question. It’s like a special morning, a 
special bonus—you get two shorter messages this morning. And think, we 
only had one offering! So, let’s jump into the first one . . . 
 

Why Jesus Had To Die? 
 
Two days ago is known as Good Friday. Why is it considered Good? Let me 
give you two brief reasons why Jesus had to die & why Christians would 
consider their leader dying a good thing! 
 
1. JESUS DIED TO SHOW HIS LOVE 
 
At the heart of the gospel message, the message of Jesus, we find that He 
loves people! And it is His love for people that moved Him to die for them. 
And His death for them proves His love. 
 
 Galatians 2:20  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no long I 

who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for 
me.” 

 
For the Apostle Paul, the love of Jesus & the death of Jesus went hand in 
hand. Jesus giving Himself up for Him was evidence of the love that Jesus 
had for Him. How do you know that someone loves you? It is one thing for 
them to say that they love you and another thing for them to prove their words 
to be true.   
 
For instance: I can say that I love Monique as I sit on the couch, she brings 
me dinner, she picks up after me, she does my laundry, she takes care of the 
kids, she rubs my feet, she washes my clothes, she takes care of every need I 
have in this life, she does everything . . . while I never serve her or sacrifice 
for her. What would she begin to think about my words of love over time? 
She would think they are just words, wouldn’t she? Those words are just 
meaningless. They don’t mean much to her. I have not proven my love to her 
in any way, have I? 
 
But in the Jesus and cross, we have someone who didn’t just say He loved us, 
but He acted upon it. We can hear that God loves us, but those words become 
real to us when we learn that He sent His son to this earth, Jesus Christ, being 
fully God, to come for one particular purpose: to give Himself up for us. And 
look, this is not just some sort of secondary reason why He came. His primary 
reason to come was to die! 
 
 Mark 10:45  “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
 



 
 

3 

In that passage in Galatians 2, don’t miss Paul’s language of how personal it 
was for him. “Christ lives in ME . . . the Son of God, who loved ME and gave 
Himself up for ME.” Can you make the death of Jesus personal to you? Paul 
did and so can you. 
 
“How blessed it is to realize that Christ took my place on the cross and was 
forsaken of God for me. For my sins he bore in his body the penalty required 
by a holy and just God. He appeased the divine wrath directed by a holy and 
just God. He appeased the divine wrath directed against my transgressions. 
By his death Christ delivered me from the slavery of sin and Satan, and his 
shed blood cleansed my sins. Through his cross the Savior reconciled and 
consecrated me to the waiting Father . . . No matter who else was loved, God 
in grace laid down his life for . . . me.”1 
 
Is the love of Jesus so real to you because of what He has done that you can 
say, “no matter who else was loved, God in grace laid down his life for me?” I 
know that some of you have been rejected your entire life. I could bet that 
some of you have been made fun of, you have felt the ridicule of people, you 
have been mocked, you have been abandoned by family & friends. You have 
struggled with this love issue. 
 
And Jesus stands here to say to you . . . if you want to understand how much 
love I have to offer, look at the cross. Look at what I was willing to do? 
 
 Philippians 2:5–8  “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 

Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being 
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

 
Jesus was willing to give up in order to die what we would die to have! He 
gave it all up to show all of humanity that He loves! But this is not just some 
good moral story. Mahatma Gandhi once said about Jesus: "as a martyr, an 
embodiment of sacrifice, and a divine teacher, but not as the most perfect man 
ever born. His death on the Cross was a great example to the world, but that 
there was anything like a mysterious or miraculous virtue in it, my heart 
could not accept."  
 
There was a specific reason and it wasn’t just to be a good moral example. 
There is a very specific reason why Jesus needed to display His love by dying 
on the cross & it couldn’t have happened any other way! 
 
 

                                                
1 Demarest, Bruce. The Cross and Salvation. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1997), 194. 
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2. JESUS DIED TO FORGIVE OUR SINS 
 
 Colossians 1:13–14 [open] 
 
The love of Jesus becomes evident to us when we realize that we have a 
problem! A real big problem! Let me just say this: the #1 reason why people 
do not understand the cross of Jesus or why He had to die is because they fail 
to grasp or understand the need they have! 
 
We have a sin issue that has separated us from God. I mean, the question 
comes before us in vs. 14, from what do you need to be redeemed from? What 
is holding us in bondage? Look back at the text, the concept of redemption is 
clarified by “the forgiveness of sins.” It is sin that enslaves mankind.  
 
Rewind all the way back to the garden when Adam & Eve sinned by eating of 
the fruit they were forbidden to eat, they were separated from God. And every 
person who has ever been born since that time is sinful. It is inherent in who 
we are. When we are born, we were born into the enslaving nature of sinful 
mankind; it is like the shackles of sin are on our life. 
 
This original sin nature sinks into the very fibers of who we are. This sin 
means we are completely and utterly hopeless and are unable to escape from 
the coming judgment of sin. Look, if our sin is not that bad, then this 
redemption from sin is not that great! 
 
Ephesians 2:1–3 says that we are by nature children of wrath. Romans 3:10 
says there are none righteous, not even one. Romans 3:23 says all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God. This is a major issue. But here is the 
glorious nature of the cross & Jesus dying. He died so that He could make a 
way for people to be forgiven or rescued from their sins. 
 
Our redemption from sin comes not by any good works we do. It is not by 
being the best person we can be. It is not by giving money, coming to church, 
saying confessions. It is not that if our good outweighs the bad, we will be 
okay. How does redemption happen? How are we forgiven? It is made 
available to us because Jesus died upon that cross! 
 
 1 Peter 1:18–19  “knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 

things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.” 

 
 Ephesians 1:7  “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses.” 
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Listen: was forgiveness of sins costly? YES! It cost Jesus His life. He 
redeemed us by shedding His blood on the cross. I know many of you have 
heard this often, but in case this is new . . . please understand what I am 
saying! God has devised a plan to take sin out of our way. Jesus stands to 
offer forgiveness for our sins, because He died for them! In that glorious 
moment, upon that cross, through the shedding of the blood of Christ, the 
ransom was available for mankind. 
 
All people fall into one of two categories. You are either in bondage or you 
are redeemed! Here is the thing, I wish that I had some spiritual x-ray vision 
glasses that allows me to see who is and who is not. I could look out over 
people and be able to tell if they were still in chains, still confined to bondage 
of sin. You know, that is how God sees. He knows who has been redeemed 
and who has not been. 
 
Let me just take this one step further, to really explain how this forgiveness 
thing happens when connected to the death of Jesus. 
 
 Colossians 2:13–14 [turn & read] 
 
He has forgiven us all of our transgressions. All of the sins that you have 
committed before God, if you are in Christ, have been wiped away from your 
account. 
 
Certificate of debt = in Biblical times, criminal would have to wear a sign 
around their neck stating all of the offenses that they had committed. This was 
known as a certificate of debt. 
 
Illustration: Criminals in China 
• In 1996, I spent six weeks in China as a college student. We spent the 

majority of our time in a little village. One day, there were sirens and 
police cars and major activity going up and down the streets.  

• Our host told us that we needed to get out of the city. They were doing 
public punishment on that day. They would march the young students up 
front and they would witness someone’s hand being cut off because they 
stole something and so on.  

• One of the vehicles I saw is burned into my memory. It was a truck that 
had obviously prisoners in the back. They had big wooden signs hung 
around their neck. It was in Chinese so I couldn’t read it. But our host told 
me that was a list of their crimes. 

 
Whenever I think of a certificate of debt, I think of this scene I once saw. That 
is because each one of us wears that same list around our necks in God’s 
view. It is very helpful to think and contemplate on your sin and what Jesus 
has done from time to time. I tried to think about it one day this week: I was 
jealous, proud, angry, envious, lustful, impatient, mean, selfish . . . and that 
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was before lunch. Do I need to go on? Do you get the point? Do the same 
exercise for yourself. Around our neck is a list of these things that we have 
done from the time we were born until we die. The sins for our entire life. 
 
This is why Jesus is so great and why the death of Jesus was so necessary, 
because of what He has done with that list. He has taken that list—in fact, all 
the things that are listed against my account for my entire life, past / present / 
future. Certainly more than a ream of paper . . . All of those things that God 
has looked down upon and said do not match His standards of perfection. All 
those wrong motives. All those moments given in to temptation. A long list, 
right? 
 
What has Jesus done? He took that list and we are told that He has taken it out 
of the way, by nailing it to the cross. That’s forgiveness! That’s what it means 
that Jesus has redeemed us from our sins. He has taken those things which are 
offensive to God and stood between us and God and said, I’ll take the check. 
Put it to my account.  
 
Because of Jesus’ death upon the cross, we have a payment paid & 
forgiveness offered. And listen, He stands to offer forgiveness to you for your 
sins this morning! In that glorious moment, upon that cross, through the 
shedding of the blood of Christ, the ransom was made available. 
 
But here’s the deal! That payment for sins is only applied to your account 
when you come to the point of believing in Him alone for your salvation.  
 
 Ephesians 2:8–9  “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so 
that not one may boast.” 

 
 Romans 10:9–10  “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting  

 
Conclusion: Bow Your Heads 
• I am going to pray in a minute. Maybe you need to deal with Jesus this 

morning. Maybe you have never truly understood what Jesus did upon 
that cross. Maybe you have heard, but you have been unwilling to deal 
with Him. My prayer this morning is that you will come to Him, seek the 
One who loves & offers forgiveness. 

• PRAYER 
• Stand, Let’s sing a couple songs about the cross of Jesus Christ! 
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Why Jesus Had To Rise Again? 
 
And so Jesus died! Historical fact. We could take some time to prove that 
point this morning, but I want you to think of just one thing: the Romans 
knew what they were doing and would never have taken someone down from 
a cross that was not dead. He did not pass out. He died. Every gospel account 
speaks to the death of Jesus as well as His burial. But the story of Christianity 
does not end with Jesus in the grave, does it? He has risen! That’s the 
message of Easter Morning. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead was an event of immeasurable 
importance! The fact of the resurrection is the greatest fact in the entire Bible. 
It is the greatest miracle in the Bible. I wonder at some times, maybe, as 
Christians, we assume the resurrection. We take it for granted. We love the 
cross, & the empty grave is simply something we talk about every Easter. 
 
While it is very often not talked about, it is very well the most important 
article of all our faith. For by the resurrection, our faith and Christianity hangs 
in balance. When Paul talks about the gospel message, He says, 
 
 1 Corinthians 15:3–4 [turn & read] 
 
At the heart of the gospel is that Jesus is no longer in the grave. He is alive! 
That verse we read earlier in Romans 10 says that if we confess with our 
mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in our heart that God, what? Raised Him 
from the dead! Jesus could not stay dead! Let me give you a few reasons why 
He had to rise again. 
 
1. JESUS ROSE AGAIN TO GIVE US HOPE 
 
 1 Corinthians 15:12–29 [open & read] 
 
Without the resurrection, the hope of eternal life is extinguished. Paul tells us 
several things concerning the resurrection in these verses. 
 
 If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then our faith is in vain. Why is that? 

We will talk more about it later, but our faith is in vain if we are just 
worshipping someone who is dead! It just makes no sense. We are just 
like everyone else if that is the case. 

 If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then we are all false witnesses. Why? 
We are teaching something that is not true. We are teaching or have been 
saying that God raised Jesus from the dead. If it did not happen, then we 
are saying God is a liar. 

 If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then those who have died have 
perished. What argument Paul makes in this passage is that if Jesus did 
not raise from the dead, then there is no hope for all those who have 
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already died. In fact, there will be no hope for us. They have perished like 
we will perish. 

 If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then we should be the most pitied 
people upon the earth. If it did not happen, people should look at us with 
sadness. Of all men on the earth, we are the ones to be pitied if Jesus did 
not raise from the dead. People should treat us as if we are the most 
deceived helpless people. 

 
But here’s the deal. Jesus did rise from the dead. There are so many evidences 
to prove the fact of the resurrection that we could spend several weeks talking 
about it. And because He did rise from the dead, those things are reversed.  
 
 Since Jesus did rise from the dead, our faith is real. We serve a God who 

is alive and not dead. 
 Since Jesus did rise from the dead, we can be faithful evangelists. We are 

able to speak the truth about Jesus and God, that there is hope. 
 Since Jesus did rise from the dead, those who have died & us have hope 

of a future resurrection. There is hope! You don’t have to fear the future, 
you don’t have to worry about what happens after death because Jesus 
rose from the dead. 

 Since Jesus did rise from the dead, we are the most joyful people in the 
world. Instead of looking at Christians as to be pitied, people should see 
us as passionate worshippers who attract others to Jesus. 

 
Why do we have hope? 
 
2. JESUS ROSE AGAIN TO OVERCOME SIN & DEATH 
 
In vs. 17, Paul makes the statement that if Jesus did not rise from the dead 
then our faith is worthless because we are still in our sins! The main reason 
we can have hope is because in the resurrection, Jesus finally and completely 
took care of sin & death once for all. 
 
Could Jesus have accomplished on the cross everything we believe He did 
without being raised from the dead? Could He have offered forgiveness if He 
is still dead? The answer to that question according to the Bible is NO. 
Without the resurrection, what happened on the cross would not have fully 
dealt with the sin issue. Here is why this is all a package deal.  
 
Why did Jesus die? To take away our sin problem, we looked at that earlier. 
But if the penalty of sin is death and Jesus is still dead, then how did He take 
away the sin problem? How is the only way to show that His payment for sin 
actually worked? He would have to come back to life! 
 
“If Christ supposedly paid sin’s penalty, the penalty of death, but then 
remained in his tomb dead and buried . . . well, he would still be paying the 
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penalty (death). If he really and truly paid sin’s penalty fully, since sin’s 
penalty is death, then the only way this could be shown is as he is raised alive 
again from the dead. The resurrection of Christ, then, is necessary to prove 
and show that his payment for sin was full and final. He finished paying sin’s 
penalty. He rose from the dead!”2 
 
But it’s not just the penalty of sin for which Jesus died. He also died to take 
away the power of sin. And if sin’s greatest power over our life is death, then 
how can Jesus take away the power of sin from our life? You guessed it, by 
being raised from the dead! 
 
This is what Paul says, that if Jesus is not raised from the dead, then we are 
still in our sins! Or as later on in that chapter, Paul writes about our hope of 
having new bodies at the final resurrection. That one day, all people will be 
resurrected and enter the eternal state. How can this happen? It is because of 
the resurrection of Jesus. Paul writes these wonderful words: 
 
 1 Corinthians 15:54–57 [read] 
 
Death, where is your sting? Where is your power? The sting and power of sin 
& death was finally conquered once for all when Jesus came back from the 
grave! But what did that finally prove? 
 
3. JESUS ROSE AGAIN TO PROVE HE WAS GOD 
 
Based on everything we have said so far, what we find is that Jesus rising 
from the dead once and for all proved to everyone that He is in fact God. 
Romans 1:4 says that He was declared the Son of God with power by the 
resurrection from the dead. Jesus rising from the dead separates Him from any 
other person or any other idol that anyone tries to live their lives by. He is 
alive, but they are dead! 
 
Let’s be honest, many times in our lives, the fact of the resurrection doesn’t 
mean a whole lot to us. Yea, yea, yea, I know Jesus is alive, but we live our 
lives as if He is just as dead as the idols we gather around us to worship. 
Instead of worshipping a living Savior, we worship dead idols. Come on, you 
know this is true! We worship things that we make and live our lives in 
submission to them. 
 
 Psalm 115:2–8  “Why should the nations say, ‘Where, now, is their 

God?’ But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases. Their 
idols are silver and gold, the work of man’s hands. They have mouths, but 
they cannot speak; they have eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, 
but they cannot hear; they have noses, but they cannot smell; they have 

                                                
2 Ware, Bruce A. Big Truths for Young Hearts. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2009), 137–8. 
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hands, but they cannot feel; they have feet, but they cannot walk; they 
cannot make a sound with their throat. Those who make them will become 
like them, everyone who trusts in them.” 

 
I love this, not only because it is highly sarcastic, but because the Psalmist is 
comparing the true God with the gods we make with our hands. The point of 
these verses is that while even the best idols made with the best stuff (silver & 
gold in their day would have been some of the finest things around) is useless 
and worthless compared to the Lord God of the Bible. Why? Because they are 
dead while He is alive. 
 
When he goes through this description, get the picture in your mind of that fat 
daddy Buddha! They have . . . 
 
• Mouths, but can’t speak 
• Eyes, but can’t see 
• Ears, but can’t hear 

• Noses, but can’t smell 
• Hands, but can’t feel 
• Feet, but can’t walk 

 
Get the point? It is fairly self-explanatory. The man makes the idol, which 
means that the idol has to be at best less than man, right? In fact, in Isaiah 
44:9–20, we are told of the brilliance of mankind. They cut a tree down and 
use one half of the log for firewood and the other part they use to make their 
idol they will worship and fall down before. Only the brilliant person knows 
which side of that log is God-like and which is firewood. 
 
Now, I say all this, because I want us to think about the effect the resurrection 
is having on us. There are many, maybe even you this morning, who says that 
Jesus is their God, yet live their life as if He isn’t. And the point that I want to 
make to you is that you need a healthy dose of the resurrection. You & I need 
it because it is only in understanding that Jesus is alive that we fall on the 
ground and worship Him! Right? Quit worshipping a dead god and start 
worshipping a living Savior!  
 
 1 John 5:21  “21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.” 
 
Why would he say that? Because he knew what the Psalmist knew. That those 
who make idols will become like them. If you trust in idols and you give 
glory to idols you will become like that which you worship. Those who 
worship human idols will be drawn downward, not upward. What that means 
is that . . . 
 
• Worship lust and you will become a luster 
• Worship pride and you will become proud 
• Worship material things and you will become worldly 
• Worship dead things and you will become dead (spiritually lifeless, 

powerless, and useless) 
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• Worship God and you will become godly! 
 
We will become like that which we worship. So, you say that Jesus is your 
God, then are you growing to act, live, and walk more like Jesus? Look, you 
want to glorify someone, it is Jesus because He is alive. Your idols are dead 
and will take you to the grave. 
 
Stop worshipping your money. Stop worshipping your houses. Stop 
worshipping your physical things. Stop give yourself at the altar of your 
careers. Stop worshipping friends and relationships. We worship all these 
things that pale in comparison to the Son of God, who through the 
Resurrection proved once and for all that He is different from anyone who has 
ever lived. 
 
If Jesus did not rise again, He is just another good man who did many good 
deeds. His teachings will be preserved for generations like some moral, 
religious man. His stories will be told for generations to come. He is just like 
all the rest! But if Jesus is alive, it’s all different! It’s not just stories. It’s not 
just good teachings. It’s not just the life of another good man. It’s the life & 
teachings of God! 
 
Conclusion: 1996—Chairman Mao’s Mausoleum 
• We spent a few days in Beijing and were actually in Tiananmen Square 

on the anniversary of the riots. One thing to do there is to go to Mao’s 
Mausoleum. It was probably the place with the most crowds. What’s 
there? Chairman Mao’s preserved body. 

• We wound our way through room after room in a single file line until we 
came into the room where his preserved body was on display in some 
airtight case. You know what I thought as I went through that room? I 
thought, “He’s dead! It’s a dead body!” 

• Major pivotal moment in my Christianity! For it made me think that if 
Jesus is like this, then what am I doing with my life? My faith is nothing, 
for it is in someone who is dead just like the rest of humanity will one day 
be. But if Jesus is alive, then what energy and power I have to spread the 
gospel and walk with Him. He has overcome the grave! 

 
Listen: I don’t know where you are at this morning. But here’s the last word I 
want to tell you this morning. Nobody can stay neutral to the death & 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is too staggering & the implications upon life 
& death are too serious. You will either accept it or reject it. My prayer is that 
you accept and embrace Jesus this morning—it will change your life! 
 
 


