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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
April 3, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 04 

A LIFE OF SUBMISSION 
Matthew 5:17-20 

 
 Matthew 5:17–20 [open & read] 
 
Okay, you are going to need to have your thinking caps on this morning. 
Today we will try to tackle probably the most difficult portion of the Sermon 
on the Mount. We are going to have to go into teacher mode every now and 
then, but I hope by the end of our time, you will come to understand not only 
what Jesus is saying, but also how it should affect your life! 
 
BIG IDEA: THOSE WHO ARE PART OF THE KINGDOM LIVE THEIR LIVES IN 
SUBMISSION TO GOD’S HOLY WORD! (2X) 
 
Submission is one of those words that many people do not like to use. It is 
often thought of as an ugly word. For when we say that we submit ourselves 
to something or someone, what we are saying is that thing or person has 
control over what we do. And our culture doesn’t really like that too much. 
Honestly, forget about our culture, many of us don’t like that! 
 
We like independence! We like individualism! What we don’t like is someone 
dictating what we are to say or how we are to act. Think about yourself for a 
minute—when someone tells you to do something, how do you often 
respond? You might even agree with them, but it is often hard to swallow. But 
in reality, we live in the world of submission all the time. 
 
Illustration: Title & Plates in Ohio 
• This past week, we registered our vehicles and put Ohio plates on them. 

We have waited for really no good reason, but we thought it was time to 
do it since our Kansas plates expired at the end of March. 

• What if I were to say, “you know what, who cares? Who cares if they 
expired? I will do what I want to do, who are they to say that I need to get 
new plates?” And let’s just say that I didn’t do it and was driving through 
town and some nice Middlefield police officer pulls me over in order to 
remind me that my plates are expired. And here is what I say to him: 
“Yea, I know, but I don’t feel like getting new ones.” What do you think 
is going to happen? How do you think that conversation is going to go? 

 
Last night I was watching some basketball games (Go Butler) and the players 
play in submission to their coaches or else they don’t play. Coaches are to live 
in submission to their Presidents (& the NCAA). Even the president is to be in 
submission to the Congress. We all have to deal with this issue of submission. 
But here’s the question I want us to think about this morning: Who or what is 
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our ultimate authority? What, ultimately stands as that which dictates how we 
should live? My point this morning and Jesus’ point in our passage is that 
those who are part of the Kingdom live their lives in submission to the entire 
Bible. Not part of it, but all of it! 
 
In many ways, what Jesus is teaching us is His view of the OT. And so this 
morning, what I want to show you through this passage is WHY SHOULD WE 
SUBMIT TO THE ENTIRE BIBLE? Sometimes if we are honest, we treat the 
OT as if it is the ugly stepsister that nobody wants to be around. We love the 
NT, that is where we really get the instruction we need for life. And true, the 
NT does teach us amazing things about how to live the Christian life.  
 
But if we only deal with the NT, we are missing a very large portion of the 
Holy, Inspired, Relevant, Inerrant Word of God. Making cute little comments 
like “I’m under grace not law” is not enough for us to ignore large portions of 
the OT. We need to learn from all of it and submit our lives to all of it. 
Ready? WHY SHOULD WE SUBMIT TO THE ENTIRE BIBLE? 
 
1. THEY ARE ABOUT JESUS!  (VS. 17) 
 
Jesus begins by warning those around Him not to pre-judge His purpose in 
coming. They were not to second-guess His mission or His motive. He came 
not to get rid of the law or the prophets, but He came to fulfill them. When 
Jesus speaks of the “law or the prophets”, that is a way of making reference to 
the OT Scriptures. 
 
Abolish—it is a term often used for the destruction of a building. Used in the 
context as Jesus used it, His point is that He did not come to declare that the 
law & prophets were no longer valid. This is important to note because there 
were many people that were spending time with Jesus that thought that is 
exactly what Jesus was doing.  
 
Remember what we have said from the beginning, that this Sermon on the 
Mount, while falling towards the beginning of the book of Matthew, actually 
took place about a year and a half into Jesus’ ministry. Many things have 
happened before this that would have made many people question whether 
Jesus even agreed with the Law & the Prophets. For instance . . . 
 
John 5  In vs. 1–17, Jesus heals a lame man who had been in his condition 
for 38 years. Think about that, 38 years not being able to walk and Jesus 
comes along and heals him. In doing so, Jesus tells him to pick up his mat and 
walk away. Totally cool, don’t you think? I would think there would have 
been a whole lot of rejoicing going on. 
 
But the only problem was that it happened to be the Sabbath when Jesus 
healed him. Can you believe this, but the Jews who were there that day 
actually got really upset with the man because he was carrying his mat on the 
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Sabbath. Can you imagine that? So they questioned him as to who told him to 
pick up his mat and healed him. They eventually find out it was Jesus. How 
did they respond to that?  
 
 John 5:16  “[the Jews] were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing 

these things on the Sabbath.” 
 
And this issue of healing on the Sabbath and other Sabbath rituals kept 
coming up with Jesus over and over. This wasn’t the only time it happened. 
One day Jesus and His disciples picked some grain and ate it. One day Jesus 
healed a man with a withered hand. All on the Sabbath, and the Jews 
responded very interestingly.  
 
 John 5:18  “the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He 

not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own 
Father, making Himself equal with God.” 

 
In the rest of John 5, we see that Jesus compares Himself to God, saying they 
are equal. He says that God had sent him, and that He was equal to the Father.  
 
Of course, they thought that was blasphemy. Jesus defends Himself by telling 
them that they have not understood the OT. In a very interesting dialogue with 
the Jews, Jesus actually uses the OT to condemn them.  
 
 John 5:45–47  “Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; 

the one who accuses you is Moses [the writer of the Law], in whom you 
have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for 
he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you 
believe My words?” 

 
Very strong words indeed! Now all this controversy has been building and 
Jesus when He takes His closest followers up on a mountain and teaches them 
about the Kingdom, He uses it as an opportunity to tell them His view of the 
OT Scriptures. Of course, don’t forget that the crowds of Jews are packing 
around Him as well. And He tells them that He did not come to abolish the 
OT, but He came to fulfill them! 
 
He did not come to get rid of them like they thought He was doing, but in fact, 
He was fulfilling the Law & Prophets. This is very important for us to 
understand for we will deal with it for the next five weeks in what follows in 
the Matthew 5. In the rest of the chapter, Jesus takes the OT law and shows 
them how it should be interpreted. Five times He is going to say something 
like this: “You have heard it said before . . . but I tell you.” His point was not 
that He was trying to get rid of the Law or change the Law, but He was trying 
to correct the perversion the religious leaders had made of it. 
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They missed the point that we often miss when dealing with the OT. It isn’t 
two different messages, it is one message that finds its fulfillment in Jesus 
Christ! Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and Prophets. It all points to Him. 
Jesus believed the OT because the OT told and pointed to Him! 
 
In the OT, we have many moral laws. Do this and don’t do this. What we find 
is that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of these laws in and through His 
obedience. We have many prophecies about the coming of the Messiah. Jesus 
is the fulfillment of them, even to the smallest detail. We have the sacrificial 
system in the OT, which was all meant to point to the ultimate sacrifice—
Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God that was fulfilled through His 
atonement.  
 
It is not that every OT passage is about Jesus, but every OT passage has a 
road that leads to Jesus. Some have said the OT is the bud, and Jesus is the 
flower. He is everywhere to be found. This book, this entire book, is 
ultimately about Him. 
 
Jesus believed the OT; He did not come to get rid of it but to fulfill it. If Jesus 
would have dismissed the OT, then we shouldn’t read it or learn from it. But 
because Jesus fulfilled it, then it tells us about Him. Because this entire book 
is about Jesus Christ, we should live our lives in submission to it!  
 
2. THEY ARE TRUSTWORTHY! (VS. 18) 
 
The word “for” (which isn’t translated in the NIV for some reason) connects 
what Jesus was saying about His fulfillment of the OT and not abolishing 
them. He wasn’t there to get rid of them, in fact, He was there to fulfill them 
because they will endure forever . . . all of them will be fulfilled! 
 
Until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter or stroke shall pass away 
from the law. You might have heard this before, but the word “letter” is a 
reference to the smallest Hebrew letter that was like a comma, but was used 
on top of a word instead. Sort of like an apostrophe. The word “stroke” 
referred to a serif, which was a little hook on some letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. It was very little, but actually changed the word. And what Jesus is 
saying is that not even one of these little letters or portions of letters are going 
to be destroyed until heaven and earth pass away. 
 
Now, we know that someday heaven and earth will pass away. But when 
Jesus said this, I don’t think He was meaning that at the end of the age when 
the earth burns up and the new heavens and new earth are inaugurated, then 
the law will pass away. On one hand, there will not be the purpose to the Law 
like there is now since we will be in a state of perfection.  
 
But that statement (of heaven & earth passing away) by Jesus was a 
euphemism for “basically never.” It was like someone in our slang speaking 
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about something freezing over. Or maybe more practically like Cleveland 
winning some sort of championship. For all practical purposes, it’s never 
going to happen! Jesus’ point is that all the things in the Scriptures that are 
told will happen, will indeed happen. Not even one of the smallest parts of it 
will not take place. 
 
In John 10:35 Jesus says that the “Scriptures cannot be broken.” Later He is 
going to say that “heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not 
pass away” (Matthew 24:35). In the Scriptures, both OT and NT, we have 
permanence. We have stability. We have something that is not going to 
change. And with that should come to us an unshakable faith. 
 
“The law, down to its smallest details, is as permanent as heaven and earth, 
and will never lose its significance . . . all that it points forward to will in fact 
become a reality.”1 
 
This is why we submit ourselves to the Scriptures. We need this! All the 
Scriptures point to Jesus and they are trustworthy. They are valid in our day 
and age. If the Bible is not 100% accurate even down to the smallest letter or 
stroke, then what are we basing our faith upon? Jesus is saying that it can be 
trusted and He is not coming to abolish it, but fulfill it because it will be 
around forever. 
 
Illustration: Reading the Bible in 90 Days 
• There is a group of us that have been reading through the Bible in 90 

Days. We are about 60 days into it. There is light at the end of the tunnel. 
I have learned once again as I read the OT, that the Scriptures are stable. 

 
 Psalm 19:7–9  “The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the 

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the 
judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether.” 

 
 Isaiah 40:8  “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 

God stands forever.” 
 
This OT passage is even quoted by Peter when he talks about the living and 
enduring word of God (1 Peter 1:23–25). Think about the things we put our 
faith in that let us down? Not trying to touch a nerve, but Ohio State? Kansas? 
Cubs? Name your sports team?  
 
We put our trust in so many things and when we do that we are in some way 
functionally placing our lives in submission to them. We worship them. When 
what we need to do as people of the Kingdom is to realize that we are to live 

                                                
1 France, R. T. The Gospel of Matthew. NICNT. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2007), 186. 
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our lives in submission to the Scriptures because they are trustworthy because 
they are about a trustworthy God! 
 
3. THEY ARE IMPORTANT! (VS. 19) 
 
Here’s the difficult portion: In vs. 19, Jesus says that whoever then . . . or 
some translations accurately translate the “therefore.” You see, all these 
verses connect to one another. Based on the fact that the Bible can be trusted 
and Jesus didn’t come to get rid of it, but to fulfill it . . . it should impact us in 
some way. 
 
I mean, let’s put it like this: the Law and prophets cannot be abolished, but 
they can be broken. People do it all the time. People break the commands of 
the Scriptures; do you think that is an accurate statement?  
 
One thing to notice: do you see that it says those who annul this command and 
teachers others to do the same will be least in the Kingdom, but those who 
keeps and teaches them shall be called great in the Kingdom. It does seem to 
suggest that there are rewards in Heaven. There will be some that will enter 
heaven and have eternal life, but will be considered least in the kingdom. 
 
Now, our problem with this is our view of heaven. We need to take this view 
of heaven with wings and halo’s and get rid of it. It is going to be a real place 
where we will have real jobs working for the King of Kings. And some will 
be rewarded great in the Kingdom and some will be the least in the Kingdom. 
There will be government. There will be many of the things that you think of 
now when you think of a physical place (except of course there will be no 
sin).  
 
Of course, we have stated this over and over, but our entrance into heaven is 
NOT based on our actions or our performance on this earth. Yet our jobs and 
rewards in heaven will be based on those things. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul says that all Christians will stand before the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. This is not a judgment of condemnation, but it is one 
of rewards. There will be some that are rewarded in Heaven and some that 
will not be rewarded. What Jesus is saying is that the Scriptures are so 
meaningful and important to our lives that the way in which we treat them 
even in this life will dictate our rewards in the life to come! 
 
Now, here’s the question we have to wrestle with, what is Jesus referring to as 
the “commands?” Is He referring to all the commands of the OT? For 
instance, are we going to be judged based on things like this? 
 
 Deuteronomy 22:11  “You shall not wear a material mixed of wool and 

linen together.” 
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 Leviticus 19:27  “You shall not round off the side-growth of your heads 
nor harm the edges of your beard.” 

 
I mean, are we going to be rewarded in the Kingdom based on the kinds of 
shirts we wear or what we do with our beards? This, of course, goes to the 
age-old question of the Christian and the Law. Usually at this point, some 
well-meaning person will say something like this: “well of course not because 
we are not under that law, we are under grace.” And that’s true. But does that 
simple statement really help us wade our way through difficult questions like 
this? 
 
What Jesus is doing and will do for the rest of Chapter 5 is to redefine the law 
as they know it. Jesus takes the law and expands it from the external to the 
internal. NO, we are not under those sundry laws and moral laws of the OT 
that I quoted earlier. But as Jesus came to fulfill the Law & the Prophets, what 
He did was expand the law to our hearts! 
 
“In Christ we are anything but lawless. Christ’s law is totally different from 
the Jewish judicial and ceremonial law and different from the Old Testament 
moral law, with its penalties and curses for disobedience. But it is not 
different in the slightest from the holy, righteous standards that the Old 
Testament law taught.”2 
 
Here is what we are going to learn for the next 5 weeks: Jesus wants us to do 
the right things, those things that the person of the Kingdom does. But He 
wants us to do them for the right reasons! Our motives matter! You see, we 
CANNOT answer that question about the Christian and the Law without 
dealing with our hearts! 
 
 It’s not that we just don’t murder someone, but what are our feelings 

towards them? Are we loving & kind or hateful? Do we call the all sorts 
of names? 

 It’s not that we just don’t commit adultery, but is our heart morally pure? 
What are we doing with our eyes? How is this affecting our marriage? 

 It’s not just that we fulfill every vow we make, but have we been 
completely honest in all aspects of life? Are we open and honest? 

 It’s not just that don’t strike someone that does something to us, but are 
we willing to go the extra mile and forgive them? 

 It’s not just that we love our neighbors, but are we willing to love those 
that hate us? How do we respond to those that despise us? 

 
That’s the Law of the Kingdom. That’s how Jesus summarizes the OT law. 
He even will say that the entire law can be boiled down into two laws—love 
God with everything you have and love your neighbor as yourself! Do we 
have to follow the commands that we wear certain things or not eat bacon, 

                                                
2 MacArthur, John. Matthew 1–7. (Chicago, IL: Moody, 1985), 273. 
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NO. But do we follow the intent of those laws? YES. And because Jesus has 
fulfilled the Law, we submit to them as He interprets them!  
 
4. THEY ARE LIFE-CHANGING (VS. 20) 
 
They change our life because the Bible teaches us about real . . . and I mean 
REAL Righteousness! Jesus says that He came to fulfill the OT and that no 
part of it will ever pass away, it will all be accomplished. It is so important 
that we will be held responsible for what we do with it . . . and then vs. 20 
Jesus gets to the main issue. 
 
Since we are talking about obeying the commandments, if you think that you 
will be part of the kingdom by simply doing these commandments, think 
again! Your righteousness had better surpass that of the Scribes & Pharisees.  
 
“Jesus seemed to be saying, ‘Don’t think I have come to make things easier 
by reducing the demands of the Law. Far from it! In fact, if your 
righteousness does not exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, you’ll never 
make it!”3 
 
In their day, the scribes and Pharisees would have been viewed as the ones 
who knew the Law and obeyed it the best. But their idea was that to obey the 
Law externally means that you are given righteousness. They branded a form 
of legalism that said that as long as you obeyed this list of 613 laws (how 
many in the OT) + those they added to it, you were going to be just fine. 
 
They attempted to gain righteousness by works. But they also were into 
making up new laws based on tradition or misinterpretation of Scriptures. 
They were so focused on these things that they missed the entire point of the 
OT, which Jesus defined as love. They made it all external, Jesus is going to 
make it all internal! 
 
 Matthew 23:27–28  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear 
beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness. So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but 
inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 

 
What do you think is going to happen if we were to call some a whitewashed 
tomb? Or if we were to refer to them as Jesus does later as serpents, brood of 
vipers? I mean, Jesus is just picking a fight, isn’t He? But He has a purpose, a 
reason. The righteousness they were teaching was external and missed the 
point of the Scriptures (particularly the Law) 
 
For instance, earlier in Matthew 23, Jesus explains to them one of their 
problems: 
                                                
3 Hughes, 96. 
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 Matthew 23:23  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier 
provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.” 

 
Here is what I want you to really understand! Hell will be filled with people 
who think they are righteous, but in reality, they are nothing more than 
superficial religious people! They have been self-deceived and are self-
justified! They thought what they did made them more favorable to God, but 
in reality, they completely missed the point of the Law which was to point to 
Jesus Christ! And if I could tread on some very delicate ground here: this is 
what many of you came out of or maybe even are still part of. 
 
Listen, if you think that you gain favor before God because of what you wear, 
how long or short your hair is, what you drive or don’t drive, how separate 
you are from the world, what you do or don’t do—think again! As I said in 
my introduction last week, I think there are many, and I mean many, inside 
the church that will someday have a rude wake up call when they enter into 
eternity. Because as they have played church their entire life, it has become 
about the show of what they do on the outside and has failed to be what the 
Bible teaches about the inside! 
 
They have trusted in their own righteousness like the religious leaders have 
trusted in their own righteousness. And what Jesus is saying is that your 
righteousness has to surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees. How does that 
happen? It won’t happen on our own merits, that’s for sure. And now we are 
back to the beginning of the Sermon—a poor beggar! 
 
Finally, Jesus makes a stunning statement about the fake righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees . . . This is what legalism does. It creates a system of 
rules to make you feel like you are righteous when in fact you are actually 
sinning more . . . Now you have to feel the shock value of what Jesus says 
here . . . Jesus says that their righteousness is damning!4 
 
The purpose of the Law was to teach us or lead us to the point that we can’t 
do it. Read Romans! Read Galatians! Paul interpreted it right, only after being 
taught by Jesus on it. The Law shows us that we can’t do it, leads us to the 
One who DID it, and shows us that our life is ultimately about what happens 
on the inside of us. 
 
How does it happen? It is a foreign righteousness. It is the righteousness of 
Jesus that is imputed to us on the basis of faith. It is what happened when 
Jesus ultimately went to the cross. It is what we will celebrate in a few weeks 
as Good Friday & Easter. And it’s what we celebrate today as part of the 
Lord’s Table. 
 
                                                
4 Vroegop, Mark. (http://www.yourchurch.com/mediafiles/sermon-manuscriptget-real-3sins-of-the-
heart.pdf) 
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Some people think the OT has to do with works and the NT is all about grace. 
But that isn’t true. The OT has many laws that were given to help the people 
understand that they could never do it on their own. But the offer and means 
of salvation was always about God in His sovereignty and faith in Him. The 
NT over and over quotes Genesis 16 in reference to Abraham where we are 
told “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.” It 
was his faith that saved him! 
 
And when Jesus comes and changes us on the inside, we begin to be different 
people. We submit ourselves to Him and His teachings. We care about one 
another—not just externally, but generally care for each other. We forgive. 
We don’t think too highly of ourselves. Our lives start to change from the 
inside out. 
 
We come with hearts of submission to His will for our life because of what 
He has done for us. The heart of the person who is part of the Kingdom is 
willing to live in submission to ALL the Lord would have Him do from His 
Holy Book! 
 
Conclusion: Giving My Wife Flowers On Our Anniversary 
• In just a few short months, we will celebrate our 13th year of marriage—

long for us, short for some of you. I have two options, one is law and 
external, the other is love and internal: 

o I could knock on the door with flowers in my hand and say 
something like this: “I love you and because today is our 
anniversary, I am supposed to get you flowers. There, I have 
fulfilled my duty for today.” 

o I could knock on the door with flowers in my hand and say 
something like this: I love you. You are the joy of my heart. I 
know that today is our anniversary, but I would get you flowers 
any day of the week. My life revolves around you. You are the air 
that I breathe (insert some crazy 80’s love song). 

• Get the point? Same action. One from a heart of duty while the other is 
from the heart of love and desire. Those that are part of the Kingdom live 
their lives in submission to the King because they LOVE HIM! 

 
Prayer! 
 
ASK THE MEN TO COME FORWARD FOR COMMUNION: 
 
What we do here this morning carries no further grace from God. This is a 
time for us to come and remember, reflect, and proclaim what Christ has done 
for us in our salvation. 
 
We have bread and juice, and these are to be a memorial for what Jesus did 
when He went to the cross. This is a time of remembrance for Christians. We 
celebrate an open communion, which means that if you’re a believer, please 
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join us in celebrating Christ’s death. You do not have to be a member of our 
church; you do not even have to be a regular attendee, just a believer in Christ 
and part of the universal church as we talked about this morning.  
 
Warning: 1 Corinthians 11 says that you should not take this table in an 
unworthy manner, that is, you should not come here with unconfessed sin, 
harboring bitterness to others, or if you are unsure if you’re a Christian. We 
are going to sing some songs, if you need to deal with the Lord some more, do 
it. There is no shame in passing the plate by and not taking. Resist the 
temptation to take these elements simply because others next to you are doing 
so.  
 
PRAYER FOR BREAD: 
 
 I Corinthians 11:23-24  “23 For I received from the Lord that which I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

 
PRAYER FOR CUP: 
 
 I Corinthians 11:25-26  “25 In the same way He took the cup also after 

supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 
comes.” 

 


