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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
March 27, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 03 

A LIFE OF ATTRACTION 
Matthew 5:13–16 

 
 Matthew 5:13–16 [open & read] 
 
Let me warn you at the very beginning this morning, we have a longer & 
somewhat of a heavy intro, but then we will get into this great illustration that 
Jesus uses about those who are part of the Kingdom. But before we do that, I 
need to set up some foundational thoughts.  
 
BIG IDEA: FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE TO LIVE IN SUCH A WAY THAT 
UNBELIEVERS ARE ATTRACTED TO JESUS! (2X) 
 
Now, immediately when I make a statement like that, based upon these 
verses, there are a few problems that might come to our mind. One is 
familiarity. If we grew up in the church, we have heard this sort of statement 
before and we have definitely heard of this section of Scripture before. We 
have heard stories about Jesus talking about salt and light. I mean, we have 
even grown up singing songs about this little light of mine & not hiding it 
under a bushel and not letting Satan blowing it out. 
 
The problem is that with familiarity comes complacency. It is the “I know that 
. . . tell me something new” syndrome. I mean, Thad, come on tell me 
something new. And so, we need to fight this morning of having an attitude of 
complacency because we think we know what Jesus is saying because it is so 
very familiar to us.  
 
The other problem we have is experience. When I make a statement that 
followers of Jesus are to live in such a way that unbelievers are attracted to 
Jesus, we might agree with that statement, but it has not been what we have 
experienced in our life. Let’s be honest. Most people, probably even including 
ourselves, who claim to be followers of Jesus, do not live in such a way that 
unbelievers are attracted to Jesus. 
 
I mean, when was the last time anyone had some person come up to them 
after they had shoveled their driveway and say something like this: “I have 
noticed the way you live, could you tell me the hope that lives within you? 
Are you a Christian?” This sort of thing does not happen in the world in 
which we live. 
 
But could it be that the problem is not with the unbeliever, but with us as 
Christians that our lives are not quite that different from their life? I say that 
because what I think the problem is has nothing to do with the unbelieving 
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world, but that maybe we are not quite as radical as we think we are. I mean, 
don’t forget the context upon which this section of Scripture is based. 
 
Jesus is teaching His followers up on that mountain with large crowds 
surrounding Him. He is trying to reshape their thinking on many things, but 
primarily on what life is like in His Kingdom. And He begins by saying the 
only ones who are part of the Kingdom are those who come to the gate of the 
Kingdom as a poor beggar. We do not get in on our own accomplishments. 
We get in because of His mercy and grace. We know that we cannot do it on 
our own, but it is all about Him.  
 
And this is the power of the gospel! The gospel comes into someone’s life and 
makes such an impact that they are no longer the same person. It changes 
them so radically that they begin to influence others. I think the reason why 
we have problems with the statement that the followers of Jesus attract 
unbelievers to Jesus is that there are many people inside the church that have 
flirted with the gospel, but they have never allowed the gospel to change their 
life. 
 
I call them unregenerate Christians. They come to church, say they believe in 
Jesus, but practically that makes no difference in their life. They like the 
things about Jesus, but not Jesus Himself. They still think that by the things 
they do that they can bring some merit to their case. In a lot of ways, people 
who pretend to be believers give real believers a bad reputation. Here’s what I 
mean. 
 
Illustration: Renting to a pastor 
• This past week, I was looking for a rental house. We met with one lady & 

she was thinking of renting her own house to us. In our conversation, I 
told her what I do for a living and told her that she could really trust us.  

• The only problem with that is that she had been burned by a pastor before 
in a different rental agreement. The title of pastor did not carry much wait 
for her. 

 
In the same way, there are those in the church that claim the name of Jesus but 
there is really no practical difference between them and the world. Think 
Cornerstone, think: If the only difference between you and the unbeliever is 
that they play golf or sleep in on Sundays and you go to church, there is a 
major problem, don’t you think? 
 
Our problem is that there are many in the church in America that are good at 
playing the game. It is easy to put on a show for a few hours a week, but 
remember, nobody is part of the Kingdom because they are good at showing 
up at church for a few hours a week. You enter as a beggar! 
 
I say all this because what Jesus is going to say about salt & light is that those 
who are followers of Him ARE salt & light. And those who are salt & light 
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should be those who are living in such way before a watching world that they 
impact and attract unbelievers to their Savior! With all that, let’s dive in and 
hopefully it will become clearer as we make our way through this Scripture.  
 
Vs. 13  Emphatic “YOU.” The followers of Jesus are referred to as the salt 
of the earth. The question that is often debated by many people is what did 
Jesus mean by saying that we are salt. Salt had many uses in their day and in 
ours. For instance: 
 
Salt was an agent of purification. In OT times, they were even required to add 
salt to their offerings, thereby making them pure. In 2 Kings 2, Elisha threw 
some salt into a well and it became pure. We even know this today that there 
are places and times when salt is added to pools, baths, or other things in 
order to purify them. 
 
Illustration: salt water gargle 
• Whenever I have the beginnings of a sore throat, my wife makes me 

gargle this mixture of water, salt, iodine, & who knows what other toxic 
chemicals. The point is to kill the germs that are in your throat. 

 
So, is Jesus saying that the Christian is given to the world in order to make 
life a little more pure? 
 
Salt was an agent of seasoning. This is by far the most common occurrence 
today. What would life be like without salt on our food? Job even asked, “can 
something tasteless be eaten without salt?” (6:6). Um, and all of us answer, 
NO. So, is Jesus saying that the Christian is given to the world in order to 
make life a little more enjoyable? 
 
Salt was an agent of preservation. We have heard this; maybe even some of 
you have done it. Salt was rubbed onto meat and other things that could decay 
in order to stop the decaying process (or at least to slow it down).  
 
So, is Jesus saying that the Christian is given to the world in order to slow 
down or stop the decaying process of the world? For instance . . . 
 
Illustration: Golfing with unbelievers 
• I love to golf with people that don’t know me. What I find as interesting is 

that many times, they use language that isn’t the most refined, if you 
know what I mean. Sometimes after they go on and on, they will ask what 
I do and I tell them, I’m a pastor. 

• Immediately they begin to apologize and say that they were sorry that 
they were talking like that in front of me. That in some way, being around 
me, they didn’t heap as many sins upon themselves as if I was not around 
them. 
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Which is it? Let me burst the bubble, ready? We don’t know and I don’t even 
think it really matters. It is probably has to do a little with each, but I’m not 
sure the point Jesus is trying to make is what aspect of salt we are to function 
as. Ready for this: His point is found in the following statement. 
 
If the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 
Jesus was not making a statement concerning the chemistry of Sodium 
Chloride, which is a stable compound. Because true salt cannot become non-
salt. 
 
“To grasp his point, we need to understand that in ancient times ‘salt’ was a 
piece of rock dug from the ground and containing many impurities. Water 
could wash through it, dissolving the sodium chloride and leaving a residue 
that looked like a salt rock and even retained its original shape, yet lacked the 
flavor of salt.”1 
 
Jesus’ point by using a crazy image of salt losing it’s saltiness should be a 
powerful indictment upon us that we not lose our distinctiveness in our 
culture. If you as a follower of Jesus are no different from non-followers of 
Jesus, He is saying what’s the point? You are no longer effective to 
accomplish what your purpose is to accomplish. Because you have lost your 
purpose, you are like garbage that has been thrown out and trampled under 
foot by men.  
 
Don’t shoot me, I’m just the messenger! I think the salt illustration is further 
understood once we understand the light illustration.  
 
Vs. 14–15  We are told that we are not only the salt of the earth, but also 
the light of the world. We know that Jesus is the ultimate Light of the Word.  
 
 John 8:12  “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of 

the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have 
the Light of life.’” 

 
And the disciples of Jesus shine not because we are inherently bright, but 
because of our connection to Jesus, the true light. 
 
Illustration: Sun & the Moon 
• The Sun is the brighter light. The moon is the dimmer light, but it still 

shines (as I am sure you saw the other night, for the super moon). Well, 
actually, the moon reflects the sun. The moon shines a reflection of the 
sun.  

                                                
1 Doriani, Daniel M. Matthew, Volume 1: Chapters 1–13. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing, 2008), 135. 
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• In the same way, Jesus is the Sun, we are the moon. He shines as the 
Light of the world and we reflect His radiance as we are connected to 
Him. We become a light in the world.  

 
And if we are truly a light to an unbelieving world, it should be obvious to all. 
Jesus uses two examples of what it means that we are the Light of the World. 
The first has to do with a city that is upon a hill, it cannot be hidden. You can 
see it for miles. The disciples of Jesus are to be so different from the world 
that we stick out like a city that sits upon a hill. 
 
The other example is that of a household lamp. Back in the day before 
electricity (maybe some of you know of this better than many places I have 
lived in the country), but a candle lamp would have lighted the entire house. 
This was something that every person there would have understood. 
 
The lamp was a small closed bowl with a hole on top to pour in oil and a 
spout for the wick and usually had a handle for easy carrying. They would 
light it in the evening when the sun went down and it would function as the 
main source of light. And what they would do after they lit it would be to 
hang it on a lampstand. 
 
His point is what good would it do for light if you were to light it and then put 
a basket over it? It would do you no good, would it? It was designed to be on 
the lampstand, not under a basket. 
 
Illustration: Kansas Storm Season 
• We would lose power all the time & we would light a candle. It would 

give us the light that we needed . . . a little flickering light goes a long 
way to help do the things of life. 

 
In the same way, the follower of Jesus does no good to the world if he 
somehow puts a basket over the Light of Jesus that should be shining through 
them.  
 
So, what’s the cure? What’s the point of all this? Remember back to our main 
point: FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE TO LIVE IN SUCH A WAY THAT 
UNBELIEVERS ARE ATTRACTED TO JESUS! (2X) 
 
Vs. 16  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father who is in Heaven. Here is what I 
want to get across to you this morning: “in such a way.” Your light is going to 
shine differently than my light. Same light, but it comes out of us differently. 
 
Your shining includes words & deeds! If you only shine with words and not 
deeds, you are nothing more than a hypocrite. This is the thing that gets me 
with so many people that claim to believe the Bible and the truth . . . they say 
preach the gospel, but that does not mean you have to meet needs of people.  
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 James 1:27  “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep 
oneself unstained by the world.” 

 
On the other hand, if we only shine with deeds and not words, we are 
promoting nothing more than a social gospel. Not sure if you have heard of 
St. Francis of Assisi, but he said “preach the gospel and when necessary, use 
words.” Can I just say that is a stupid statement? In order to preach the gospel, 
you have to use words at some point. Faith comes from hearing and hearing 
from the Word of Christ! 
 
And so we let our lights shine by showing good deeds and speaking the truth 
to a lost and dying world. Christian, person of the Kingdom, your calling is to 
let your light shine. Be yourself. I give you the invitation this morning to be 
different (I know, some of you are already different, but I mean different for 
Jesus). So, find the way in which God has wired you to be a Light, find the 
way you should let it shine, and let it go! 
 
Illustration: Stories of How People Let Their Light Shine 
• Steve—He is a pilot for Southwest airlines, but more than that, he is an 

evangelist. When Steve is on an overnight, he often goes down to the 
local mall and passes out tracts and shares the gospel with his voice. He is 
bold and in so many ways, I want to be like him. 

• Jim—He is a dear friend of mine who recently purchased a nice snow 
blower in Kansas so that when it snows, he puts it into his truck and 
drives around town helping people get out of their driveways. 

• Brian & Jodi Fish—they gave birth to a little boy, Levi, about three 
months early. Church took care of them, their ABF took care of them, but 
their small group took care of them! They had people visit them almost 
everyday for the first few weeks (about 1 hour away from our town). 
They were the only parents in that unit that had visitors like that. What 
did that say to a dark world? 

• Brenda & Karen—they are part of a group of ladies that tirelessly go to 
different people’s houses (church or not church) that need help and they 
will clean every little bit of their house! 

• Lonnie—he is a HS basketball coach that so connects with his players that 
when tragedies happen he does anything he can to help them. He helps 
them with their schoolwork . . . he is like a dad to them. 

• Dental Team to Siberia in February—Do you know how cold it is in 
February in Siberia? 

 
I can keep going and I am sure there are many stories of that here amongst us 
and I just say, keep going! Let the light shine! Keep it shining! But remember 
that you are letting it shine for a purpose. 
 
We shine the Light of Jesus before a watching world for a purpose, do you see 
what Jesus says in vs. 16? First, it is so that they would see our good works. 
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We do those things not so non-Christians will pat us on the back or because 
we think it gains us merit before God. We do it because we want to show the 
kindness of God to them.  
 
“God does not need your good works; your neighbor does.” (Martin Luther) 
 
We want our neighbors to know that we are different. We want them to know 
that Jesus makes a difference in our lives. We let the light shine so that they 
see our good works, but also so that they would glorify our Father in heaven. 
How do they glorify the Father? By coming to faith in Jesus. Our goal is not 
the moral transformation of our culture, but that unbelievers would begin to 
worship our Father in Heaven. 
 
Let your light shine! Be different! Disciples that hinder the Light from shining 
are no more valuable than non-disciples. 
 
One more thing: In order for both salt and light to be effective, they have to be 
engaging. What I mean is that life lived in isolation will never have an impact 
on a lost and dying world. Some of you might be loners, but I am sorry to tell 
you that you need to engage the world. 
 
Be different from the world, but you certainly have to engage it. A little light 
amidst bright lights does not make any impact. But a little light in a dark room 
stands out. A little salt on some beef jerky, something that is already salty, 
doesn’t do anything. But a little salt on a bland piece of roast beef makes a 
world of difference. 
 
Christian, if you are going to let your light shine before men, you have to be 
around them. Quit hiding, start engaging. 
 
“In the midst of a generation screaming for answers, Christians are 
stuttering.” (Howard Hendricks) 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 
 


