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CORNERSTONE BIBLE CHURCH 
March 13, 2011 

 
KINGDOM LIVING: HERE & NOW, 01 

A LIFE OF HAPPINESS 
Matthew 5:1–3 

 
 Matthew 5:1–3 [open] 
 
Introduction: Men & Women think differently. 
• Have you ever noticed that men & women think differently? As Monique 

and I have gotten to know each other over the years, there have been 
times when there is a gap in our communication.  

• For instance: This past week, I went to Mary Yoder’s restaurant with 
some people from the church for a senior luncheon. On the way out, I 
wanted to get those in the office some pie, and since a whole pie is about 
as much as getting 3 pieces, I purchased a big chocolate peanut butter pie. 

• There was so much left over that I took it home and put it in the fridge. 
After the kids are in bed, Monique and I are on the couch doing some 
reading and I looked over at her and said, “You know, there’s pie up there 
if you want some.” 

• So she got up, went to the kitchen, got her a piece of pie, put it away, 
came back down and sat down. I looked at her with an “I hope that’s 
good” sort of look. You see, when I said, “You know, there’s pie up there 
if you want some” she interpreted that as “I don’t want any but if you 
want some, there’s pie up there.” Of course, what I meant by that 
statement was “You know, I would like a piece of pie and if you want a 
piece while you’re getting my piece, go ahead and get one.” 

 
Every now and then, it is helpful to clarify what we are talking about so the 
other person is very, very clear about it. This morning we are going to start a 
series on Matthew 5–7, where Jesus is taking some time to clarify a few 
things for His followers.  
 
Vs. 1–2  Let me set this in context for us: Jesus has been traveling 
throughout the region of Galilee (the north end of Israel), performing many 
miracles and teaching lots of people. He is telling them to repent because the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. He has called His twelve men to spend time 
with Him so He can disciple them to be the ones He will use to change the 
world.  
 
They have abandoned their jobs and families and have committed themselves 
to come and be with Jesus. They believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the 
Chosen One who was going to come and deliver the nation of Israel from 
their oppression. They knew the OT and were anticipating Jesus starting His 
kingdom on the earth right there and then with them as His apprentices.  
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Now, it can be confusing when reading this portion of Matthew because of 
where it falls in the book, we might think that this takes place at the very 
beginning of the ministry of Jesus. Actually, Jesus has been a public figure for 
a little over a year and a half. He had been ministering, teaching, and healing 
which was gathering large crowds. And the more Jesus ministered to people, 
the more His popularity continued to grow. People were intrigued at how He 
stood up to the religious leaders. They were in awe of the miracles He was 
performing. He was becoming more and more popular.  
 
But honestly, Jesus isn’t into the large crowds. He doesn’t want to be popular. 
He wants followers. He wants disciples who will give all of themselves to 
Him. And so Jesus seeing how large the crowds were becoming senses that it 
was time for him to sit down with His closest followers and teach them what 
the Kingdom was really going to be like. It was clarification time for them! 
 
Now, in this message, Jesus is going to tell them that the only way anyone 
enters the Kingdom is if their righteousness far surpasses that of the Pharisees 
(5:20). In fact, He says it must be as perfect as the Father is perfect (5:48). Of 
course, we all know that is impossible in their life or in our life. But He also 
explains how that problem is taken care of in our life. He deals with entrance 
into the Kingdom, but most of the message has to do with life lived in the 
Kingdom. 
 
Let me tell you, what we are going to talk about over the course of the next 
several months applies to us today! I don’t know where you are at 
theologically, but I believe that someday, there will be a literal, earthly 
kingdom where Jesus will rule. But that does not mean that He is not ruling 
now. When Jesus speaks of the Kingdom, there is an aspect that it is already 
here, but not what it will be some day. The important part for us is that this 
message that He gave to them applies as much to us today as it did to them 
that day! In many senses, the Kingdom where Jesus rules is HERE & NOW!  
 
Vs. 3  It is no accident that the first word that Jesus uses when He is going 
to teach about the Kingdom of Heaven is this word blessed. In fact, if you are 
observant like I am sure you are, you will notice that each verse, 3–11 begins 
with this word “blessed.” These have traditionally been called the Beatitudes. 
If you grew up in a church, I would bet you have heard of these!  
 
This word blessed is a term that has the idea of being fortunate or happy. It is 
a deep-rooted joy that is not based upon our circumstances. This is 
completely backwards from how the world views things, isn’t it? We think 
that happiness is based upon our circumstances.  
 
Illustration: The Pursuit of Happyness 
• There was a movie that came out in 2006 called The Pursuit of 

Happyness. Not sure if you’ve seen that movie or not, but it tells the true 
story of Chris Gardner (played by Will Smith), who in 1981 amidst 
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family turmoil and financial distress, took an unpaid internship at Dean 
Witter with the hopes of changing his life. 

• The movie recounts his story of spending months on the streets of San 
Francisco with his young son as he tries to earn a job in the financial 
industry. Spoiler Alert: The movie ends, after he is offered the position, 
with him and his son walking down the street enjoying life, being happy, 
as the epilogue scrolls across the screen revealing that Chris went on to 
form his own multi-million dollar brokerage firm. 

• He turned himself from rags to riches. He became successful. He 
achieved the American Dream. Isn’t that what people think of when they 
think of America? Even our Declaration of Independence says that all 
men are entitled to certain rights . . . among these are Life, Liberty, and 
the pursuit of Happiness.” 

 
I don’t have to tell you, but this plays itself out in our culture and probably 
your home almost every day. We are obsessed with our own happiness. We 
are motivated by those things, which bring us ultimate joy. For instance . . . 
 
 Children who scream at the checkout line until they receive their piece of 

candy. 
 Kids at Christmas time who are depressed despite opening dozens of gifts 

because they didn’t get that IPod Touch they really wanted. 
 Families that go deeper and deeper into debt because the lure of that new 

thing will finally make them happy. 
 Spouses who cheat and leave their spouses because they are just not 

happy any longer and the thrill of that other person brings much more 
happiness 

 
We could go on and on. The problem with all of these scenarios is not that 
people look for or desire happiness. In fact, I think if I had enough time, I 
could make a biblical argument for you that the Christian should be the 
happiest person on this planet.  
 
The problem is where we look to find the happiness! I say for several reasons, 
but none greater than what we find in these eight statements at the beginning 
of this great sermon—they are the reversal of all human values. Jesus is going 
to say, what you think brings you happiness will never satisfy and what you 
think will never bring you happiness will satisfy forever.  
 
While happiness was once thought of as something that was equated with 
good feelings and success, now it becomes something that is internal in 
regards to a relationship to God. While it might have been used as someone 
who avoided problems and controversy, Jesus says we are blessed only if we 
have problems and controversy (if they are the right problems). 
 
Please understand if our happiness is based upon our circumstances, we will 
live our lives like a YO-YO, with highs and lows based upon what other 
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people think of us, based upon what others say, based upon what we have or 
based upon what the world says we should be about, or even based surely 
upon our emotions.  
 
Think of it in these terms: Jesus begins His sermon with the heart of man. He 
begins with the inner desire that we all have to be happy. He starts with our 
passions and desires to be satisfied in this life. And our happiness starts with 
us being POOR! 
 

BEATITUDE #1:  
BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

 
Let me see if I can un-package just this one statement in our time this morning 
so we can all get WHY Jesus begins with our poverty being the key to our 
happiness. I think it starts by understanding what Jesus meant by this term for 
poor. There are a few words in the Greek language that Jesus could have used 
to refer to someone being poor. He could have used . . . 
 
Penaes—which means that you are poor, but just able to barely make it. This 
is the person who having few possessions, must support himself by working 
all the time. It is the person who does not have much in this world, in fact, the 
only way in which they are able to survive is the fact that they are able to 
work for a living and make just enough to provide for themselves. They 
probably do not have much of stuff in the world, but they have the ability to 
survive. 
 
While some of us think we know what this means, not many of us do. This is 
the person who has little to no possessions. They work their tale off and are 
able to barely provide a roof over their heads and food for the day—the basic 
provisions of life.  
 
Ptwxos—which means a destitute beggar. It was the word picture of the 
destitute one who stands at the gate of the city and begs for food. It is the 
person who is completely in the need of others in order to survive. If someone 
were not to help, they would die. 
 
While Penaes refers to the one who has to work hard just to barely survive, 
Ptwxos is complete destitution, which forces the poor person to seek the help 
of others by begging. 
 
Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor [Ptwxos—beggar] in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Jesus is not saying that they are beggars in the sense of 
physical conditions. He is not saying that it is good if you give all your money 
away and live on the streets hoping that someone will take care of you. He is 
saying that they are beggars in the sense of their spirit. He doesn’t waste any 
time getting into His sermon. Ready?  
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If you want to be part of the Kingdom, you had better become a beggar 
knowing you cannot make it on your own accord! Nobody enters the 
Kingdom proud or with their family or with their money or even with their 
religious good works. There is nothing that any one of us brings to the table 
that is worthwhile to gain us entrance into the Kingdom.  
 
 Matthew 5:20 [read] 
 
And then in 5:48 He says you must be perfect. Anyone want to sign up for 
that requirement? Anyone want to think that they might pass that test? 
Anyone think that they might make it? We know we can’t and Jesus knew 
that as well.  
 
Jesus knows all people. He knew His disciples. He knew the Pharisees and the 
rulers of the land and He knew the average Joe. Because He knows us, He 
begins by saying that we must come to the gate of His kingdom as a beggar. 
We are unable spiritually to make it on our own. We cannot reach the 
standard ourselves. We CANNOT do it. Our only hope is begging! 
 
This goes against everything that this world speaks about. We live in the self-
esteem world, the “you can do it” America. I mean, how many times have you 
heard the athlete on TV say that they didn’t make it in their sport until they 
believed in themselves.  
 
The Kingdom of God is filled with people who truly believe and confess that 
they acknowledge that they cannot enter upon their own merit. They beg for 
help, because they know in their own spirit, they cannot reach or meet the 
standards set down by God Himself. 
 
Just in case I have been unclear so far. Being poor in spirit does not mean: 
 
 To be down—Eeyore (donkey on Winnie the Pooh) theology. Oh, poor 

me. My life is bad. I am nothing.   
 
 To be somber—Always quiet contemplative, never talking loud or being 

bold. 
 
 To be a pushover—I am poor in my spirit, so you are right and I am 

always wrong. In fact, most of the people in the Bible were not this way, 
were they? Examples of Peter & Paul? 

 
What it does mean is that we are so completely dependent on someone else 
that we have to beg of them to help us so that we are even able to exist. It 
means we have come to the end of ourselves. It means we are driven to 
humility. Being that beggar at the gate is the foundation that drives us to be 
humble. Once we realize in our mind that we cannot do it on our own, we wilt 
in humility.  
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Let me illustrate the attitude of someone who is poor in spirit by showing you 
one example in the Scriptures. 
 
 Luke 18:9–14 [open & read] 
 
The Pharisee thought he could enter the kingdom on his own two feet with all 
that He did. The tax collector came begging for mercy, because he knew that 
he could not do it on his own.   
 
What is promised to those that are poor in spirit? Look back again at vs. 3, we 
are told, “theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In fact, the pronoun there is very 
emphatic. It could literally read, “theirs and theirs alone is the kingdom of 
heaven.” As well, this is a present tense verb—the kingdom and it’s benefits 
can be had right now. It can be had HERE & NOW. 
 
Let me see if we can drive this home into our lives. How can we dissect our 
heart to see if we have really only trusted in the Lord and are not depending 
on ourselves for salvation or even our holiness? Let me ask some questions to 
evaluate our heart! Ready? These are not easy questions to answer, but very 
important. 
 
1. Am I Willing To Come To Jesus On His Terms? 
 
Jesus is very specific on His terms for entrance of the Kingdom. Our acts of 
righteousness bring us nothing. We only come into the Kingdom on the 
finished work of Jesus, not on anything that we have done. This means that 
nobody can come into the Kingdom holding onto their own works or even 
their own relationships.  
 
Jesus is very clear that His terms for entrance mean that He becomes first in 
your life. It means that you trust Him only and repent of your sins.  
 
 Luke 14:26  “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father 

and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even 
his own life, he cannot be My disciple.” 

 
 Mark 8:34  “And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said 

to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
soul? For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?’” 

 
Are you willing to come to Jesus on His terms? I understand there may even 
be some of you here in this room that are not ready to give your life to Jesus. 
You think you really do not need Jesus’ help. You are very self-reliant. 
Maybe you think the work you are doing is good enough. Maybe you think 
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you are a pretty good person. There might be some who say “I have a good 
job, a good house, a good spouse, some good kids, some good friends, why do 
I need God?” I am doing okay just on my own. And I think that I can do 
enough to make God happy with me. I mean, after all, the good will outweigh 
the bad in the long run. 
 
All I can say to you is this: Perfect Righteousness! That’s your only hope of 
entrance. Not good outweighing bad, but perfection. That only happens when 
you come to Jesus on His terms. He will change you from the inside out. 
 
2. How Do I View My Accomplishments? 
 
Ask yourself this question: Do I think pretty highly of myself? The poor in 
spirit person tends to lose a sense of their accomplishments. The poor in spirit 
person realizes that life, and particularly the Christian life, is not about them. 
What they have accomplished in life is really just insignificant compared to 
the Lord God of the universe. Let’s be honest, we know pride can mask itself 
in our lives, even in our Christian lives. 
 
There may be some of us that might not say those things about not needing 
Jesus, but we think that Jesus needs us! The proud in spirit person says that 
God needs me in order to accomplish His work. Look at all I do for Him. 
What would He do if He didn’t have me. He’s pretty fortunate to have such a 
good Christian like me.  
 
Can we just agree that God doesn’t need you any more than He needs me in 
order to accomplish His will? We are both dispensable. Humility and being 
poor in spirit comes into play when we realize that the Kingdom of God will 
go on without us. 
 
I really do not want to diminish anything anyone does in the body of Christ. I 
mean, I am going to call you to do more and more. We need each other in 
order to help each other become mature in Christ. The secret is that God 
wants to use us to accomplish His plans and purposes. Be humble about all of 
the accomplishments that we do and realize that the Kingdom of God will go 
on with or without us. 
 
Do we look at others and think of ourselves as bigger than they are in service 
to our God who is on the throne? Do we see that we need help from others as 
much as others need your help?   
 
3. Do I complain about my situation in life? 
 
A poor in spirit person never complains about things not being “fair.” Parents, 
we teach our kids this all the time, don’t we? Especially if they have brothers 
and sisters, the “fair” thing is taken to a whole new level. But you did that for 
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them! Do I get one too? Well, that’s just not fair, why do they get it? As a 
parent, we hate dealing with that situation, don’t we? 
 
Mom, Dad, have you ever stopped to think that maybe your kids learned that 
from you. Maybe they have heard you continually talk about your co-worker 
that gets all the attention while you work harder than them and don’t get any 
recognition. Maybe they have heard you continually complaining about your 
lot in life. 
 
For me, I have been brought face to face with the selling of our home. Do I 
complain about it or not? Do I say things like, ‘God, You’re not being good to 
us.” If I do (and honestly it is very difficult), I am not only acting out of a 
prideful spirit, but giving my kids a bad example. 
 
One time when my kids were complaining about something in life and saying 
“it’s not fair” I asked them if they really wanted what was fair? They said yes. 
I told them, okay, hell is fair, do you want that? 
 
Get the point? We complain about things in our life when in reality, if we 
have been forgiven of our sins and are part of the Kingdom, everything else is 
just surface trivial stuff. The poor in spirit person understands they do not 
deserve anything. 
 
4. Am I content with my present spiritual condition? 
 
I have a little saying on my computer as the wallpaper: “It is a sure sign of 
grace to desire more.” (Robert Murray M’Cheyne). Think about that. If you 
really have experienced the grace of God, then you know that you need and 
want more of it. 
 
Think of the beggar—as he sits on the side of the street, he is thankful for any 
help and he continues to ask for more. The beggar is always speaking and 
asking for help with their needs because they know they have nothing in and 
of themselves that can sustain them. If someone doesn’t help them, they will 
starve and die. The poor in spirit person spiritually is not content with just a 
little grace, they want more and more. 
 
Do you know the difference between the hypocrite and the child of the 
Kingdom? The hypocrite is always telling what he has, the poor in spirit child 
is always telling what he lacks. The one talks of his goodness; the other 
speaks of his need.  
 
5. Do I pray? 
 
This flows from the last one, for if we continually want more and more grace, 
we will be asking God for it continually. The person who is poor in spirit 
spends much time in prayer. He sees how short he is of the standard of 
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holiness and therefore begs of God for more mercy. A poor man is ever 
begging of God for help. 
 
Sort of disappointed that more people have not come out to our prayer 
meetings on Thursday nights. We need the help of the Lord. I hope it’s 
because stuff has been busy in your life, not because there is a bit of self-
reliance or even self-doubt in your mind. 
 
Illustration: Justin Mitchell 
• One week before his wedding, the cruise ship went bankrupt. He talked to 

an attorney friend of his and asked what he could do. He said, “pray.” His 
response was, “Yes, I know that, but what can I do?” 

 
6. Do I seek Jesus out of necessity or convenience? 
 
We need Jesus. Do you get that? We need Him or else we die! So, here’s the 
question for us to answer: Is our pursuit of Jesus just when it is convenient or 
do we seek Him because we need to or else we will die? Do we read our Bible 
to grow or to survive or do we just pick it up when it is convenient for us to 
pick it up?  
 
Being poor in spirit means that we do not rely upon our family. It means we 
do not boast about our nationality. It means we do not rely upon our type A 
personality. It means we do not rely upon money. We do not rely upon 
wealth. We do not boast about our education. We do not rely upon our 
morality, or our conduct or behavior. Being poor in spirit is realizing that we 
are nothing and God is everything and so we seek Him out of necessity! 
 
 Philippians 3:4–7  “4 although I myself might have confidence even in 

the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far 
more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, 
found blameless. 7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I 
have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.” 

 
7. Do I treasure Jesus? 
 
The begging poor man treasures the gifts that are given them. In fact they 
carry them with them, they nourish themselves with them, they keep them as 
the most valuable things in life. When we beg for Jesus and are given His 
righteousness, does it become valuable to us?  
 
When we read the gospels, are we more and more falling in love and 
treasuring Christ? Are we like the disciples on that one day after Jesus’ 
teaching that they came to Him and said: “Lord, increase our faith.” The more 
we treasure Christ, the more we need to be saying, increase my faith, Lord. 
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Conclusion:  
 
 
 
 
 


